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Trump: major drug companies to an-
nounce voluntary price cuts soon
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday said he expects major drug companies to cut 
prices on their products in two weeks, but did not provide 
details on which companies would do so or the means by 
which they would provide such reductions.
“You’re going to have some big news. I think we’re going 
to have some of the big drug companies in two weeks said 
they’re going to announce, because of what we did, they’re 
going to announce voluntary massive drops in prices,” 
Trump said at a signing ceremony for a new law making it 
easier for seriously ill people to try experimental treatments.
Earlier this month, Trump unveiled the administration’s plan 
to lower prescription drug prices, largely through regulatory 
authority, calling the plan “the most sweeping action in his-
tory” to reduce the cost of medicines for consumers.
But healthcare stocks rose as it became clear that his admin-
istration avoided aggressive direct measures to cut prices.
The Health and Human Services Department has put out a 
request for information for its drug pricing plan, but has yet 
to issue any new regulations or pilot programs to lower drug 
prices.
Trump campaigned on lowering drug prices and has said that 
pharmaceutical companies were “getting away with murder,” 
but has since backed off that rhetoric.
HHS did not immediately respond to a request for comment 
on Trump’s announcement.
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Seven-year-old 
Muscular Dys-
trophy patient 
Jordan McLinn, 
from Indiana, is 
embraced by U.S. 
President Donald 
Trump during the 
president’s signing 
of the “Right to 
Try Act,” which 
gives terminally ill 
patients the right to 
use experimental 
medications not yet 
been approved by 
the Food and Drug 
Administration 
(FDA), at the White 
House in Washing-
ton, U.S., May 30, 
2018. REUTERS/
Leah Millis

Young whizzes compete for $40,000 prize in U.S. spelling bee
OXON HILL, Md. (Reuters) - More than 400 
young hopefuls were still competing on Wednes-
day as the Scripps National Spelling Bee entered 
its second day, with 
some using memory 
aids such as trac-
ing invisible words 
onto the back of 
their nametags as 
they strived for the 
$40,000 top prize.
Robert Foster of 
Kensington, Mary-
land reacts during 
the Scripps Nation-
al Spelling Bee at 
National Harbor in 
Maryland, U.S. May 
30, 2018. REUTERS/
Kevin Lamarque
“I’ve been training for 
about two months,” 
said Robert Foster, 12, of 
Kensington, Maryland, 
who successfully spelled 
the word “intertribal” to 
advance to the next round 
on Wednesday.
Foster correctly spelled “pratincolous” on Tues-
day, and sparked smiles from fans when he struck 
a dab pose - a dance move that involved tucking 
his head into his elbow as if sneezing while stick-

ing his other arm straight out to the side - which he 
says was a dare from his older brother.
“My brother said that he was joking and he didn’t 

actually expect me to do it,” said Foster.
Robert Foster of Kensington, Maryland 
ponders a word during the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee at National Harbor in 
Maryland, U.S. May 30, 2018. REUTERS/
Kevin Lamarque
He admitted to having “no idea” as to the 
meaning of “pratincolous,” an adjective 
that describes creatures that live in mead-
ows or grassy areas.
Foster was among the 452 youths still 
spelling on Wednesday morning from a 
starting field of 516.
This year also marks the first time the child 
of a previous champion has competed in 
the national finals.
Atman Balakrishnan, a 12-year-old from 
Chicago, hopes to follow in the footsteps 
of his father, Balu Natarajan, the 1985 

champion. Natarajan, now a sports medicine doc-
tor, was 13 when he won.
The 2018 competition includes 45 spellers with 
relatives who are former contestants in the nation-
al championship.
The 91st annual Bee, which began Tuesday and 

ends Thursday evening, also includes its first-ever 
identical twins - two sets of brothers from Utah and 
Mississippi.
A record 516 spellers traveled to Oxon Hill, Mary-

Scripps National Spelling Bee at National Harbor in Maryland
Rebekah Zeigler, from Polo, 
Illinois, takes her turn during the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee 
at National Harbor in Maryland, 
U.S. May 30, 2018. REUTERS/

land, to compete for the crown this 
year. Students hail from the United 
States and eight foreign countries, win-
nowed from 11 million hopefuls who 
competed in preliminary competitions 
at schools around the world.
Contestants, aged 8 to 15, are 46 
percent female and 54 percent male, 

according to the contest’s website. They 
will have to spell words drawn from the 
470,000 entries in the Merriam-Webster 
Unabridged Dictionary.
The winner of the $40,000 top prize 
will emerge from the finals on Thursday 
night, with a worldwide audience tuning 
in to the live broadcast on ESPN.



C2Thursday, May 31 , 2018

LOCAL NEWS

DALLAS — Beefing up armed security, ex-
panding the program allowing armed teach-
ers and enhancing mental health services are 
among the options Gov. Greg Abbott offered 
to schools Wednesday in his effort to make 
Texas schools safer amid a rash of mass shoot-
ings.
Abbott’s plan also includes a gun lock give-
away, a social media strategy to encourage 
people to safeguard firearms, a new school 
safety app and an expanded program to help 
identify and remove dangerous students.
The ideas are part of 40-pages of recommen-
dations for school districts and law enforce-
ment agencies to implement, largely before 
students return for the next school year. The 
plan also includes legislative ideas for law-
makers to write into law next year.
The governor’s proposal includes $120 million 
in grant money to help schools implement 
many of the ideas and a matching grant pro-
gram for more pricey programs.
Classes resumed at Santa Fe High School, less 
than two weeks after a student shot and killed 
10 people there. Returning students were 
greeted by supporters holding signs saying 
“Santa Fe Strong” and “United We Stand.” 
(May 29)
The proposal includes items most frequent-
ly mentioned by law enforcement, students, 
mental health experts and others during three 

Abbott proposes 40-page recommendation to 
beef up school safety
By Andrea Zelinski

days of roundtable discussion last week in the wake 
of a shooting at Santa Fe High School that left 10 
people dead and 13 injured.
The shooting came three months after a similar mas-
sacre at a high school in Parkland, Florida, that killed 
17 students and staff, spurring national protests by 

Plan includes arming more teachers, gun lock giveaway

Abdul Aziz Sheikh, center, father of Sabika Sheikh, 
a victim of a shooting at a Texas high school, 
shows a picture of his daughter in Karachi, Paki-
stan, Saturday, May 19, 2018. The Pakistani foreign 
exchange student is among those killed in the 
shooting, according to a leader at a program for 
foreign exchange students and the Pakistani Em-
bassy in Washington, D.C. Megan Lysaght, manag-
er of the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange & Study 
Abroad program (YES), sent a letter to students in 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott holds a roundtable discussion with 
victims, family, and friends affected by the Santa Fe, Tex-
as school shooting at the state capital on May 24, 2018 in 
Austin, Texas. Sources close to the Houston Chronicle say 
Abbott is expected to announce additional armed security 
at schools, fortified school entrances and enhanced mental 
health services Wednesday morning.

students demanding better school safety and gun 
control.



U.S. President Trump signs the “Right to Try Act” at the White House in 
Washington

U.S. President Donald Trump holds a Make America Great Again 
rally at Nashville Municipal Auditorium in Nashville, Tennessee

A policewoman reacts during a minute of silence in Liege, Belgium May 30, 2018. REU-
TERS/Yves Herman TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Kim Yong Chol, vice chairman of the ruling Workers’ Party’s 
Central Committee and formerly head of a top North Kore-
an military intelligence agency, arrives at the international 
airport in Beijing

Detained Reuters journalist Kyaw Soe Oo’s daughter Moe Thin Wai Zin stands outside the court 
during a hearing in Yangon

Boys receive free food distributed to the needy during the 
fasting month of Ramadan at the Abdul-Qadir al-Gailani 
mosque in Baghdad

Rebekah Zeigler, from Polo, Illinois, takes her turn at the Scripps National Spelling Bee at National 
Harbor in Maryland, U.S. May 29, 2018. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

PRI presidential candidate Jose Antonio Meade reacts while falling off his chair after arriving to a meeting 
with citizens in Mexico City
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COMMUNITY
President Donald Trump signed a full post-
humous pardon for former heavyweight 
boxer Jack Johnson in a surprise Oval Of-
fice ceremony alongside actor Sylvester 
Stallone, former heavyweight boxer Lennox 
Lewis, and others. 
“It’s my honor to do it. It’s about time,” 
Trump said during the ceremony in the Oval 
Office.
“He was treated very rough, very 
tough,” Trump said of Johnson 
on Thursday as he signed the par-
don.                                                                                                                                                 
In 1913, Johnson, a noted boxing legend, 
was convicted by an all-white jury with vi-
olating the Mann Act after transporting a 
white woman he was dating across state lines 
for “immoral purposes.” He served one year 
in prison.

Open air Heavyweight World Champi-
onship fight between the reigning world 
champion Tommy Burns of Canada, left, 
and challenger Jack Johnson in front of 
20,000 spectators at Rushcutters Bay near 

Sydney in 1908. 
Under the Obama administration, the De-
partment of Justice opted not to recommend 
a posthumous pardon for Johnson.                                                                                                        
His great-great-niece, Linda Haywood, has 
led the charge for Johnson to receive a rare 
posthumous pardon. Others have taken up 
the cause célèbre as well including Senators 
John McCain, R-Arizona, Harry Reid, R-Ne-
vada, and Orrin Hatch, R-Utah. Earlier this 
year, McCain, Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
and Rep. Pete King, R-N.Y., reintroduced 
legislation urging a posthumous pardon.
On Thursday, McCain applauded the pardon.
“President Trump’s action today finally clos-
es a shameful chapter in our nation’s histo-
ry and marks a milestone that the American 
people can and should be proud of,” McCain 
said in a statement.

Last month, Trump tweeted that “Sylvester 
Stallone called me with the story of heavy-
weight boxing champion Jack Johnson,” the 
president tweeted Saturday. “His trials and 
tribulations were great, his life complex and 

controversial. Others have looked at this over 
the years, most thought it would be done, but 
yes, I am considering a Full Pardon!”

The boxer Jack 
Johnson in 1913. 

Trump’s other re-
cent pardons include 
Arizona Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio and former 
Vice President Dick 
Cheney’s chief of staff 
Scooter Libby. (Cour-
tesy abcnews.com)

Related
A Controversial and Conflicted Champion
Born in Galveston, Texas, Johnson was the 
target of racial resentment, particularly after 
he defeated white boxer James Jeffries in 
the 1910 “Fight of the Century,” a bout that 
sparked race riots.
Three years later, he was convicted by an all-
white jury of violating the Mann Act, which 
made it illegal to transport a woman across 
state lines for “immoral” purposes.
In their efforts to prosecute Johnson, authori-
ties first targeted Johnson’s relationship with 
the woman in question, Lucille Cameron, 
who later became his wife, but she refused 
to cooperate.
But they found another white witness, Belle 
Schreiber, to testify against him. Johnson 
fled the country after his conviction, but 
he agreed years later to return and serve a 
10-month jail sentence. He died in 1946.

Jack Johnson and 
James J. Jeffries face 
off in the ring be-
fore the start of the 
World Heavyweight 
Championship, July 
7, 1910, in Reno, Nev. 

(Photo/Getty Images)
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., has been calling 
for a pardon for Johnson since 2004, and 
criticized President Barack Obama for leav-
ing office in 2017 without having granted 
one. Former Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., had also called for a pardon.
“Johnson’s imprisonment forced him into 
the shadows of bigotry and prejudice, and 
continues to stand as a shameful stain on our 
nation’s history,” McCain said in a statement 
in January 2017.
Stallone, as well as Johnson’s great-great 
niece, had urged Trump to pardon him and 
in April Trump said that Stallone had called 
him about it.
“[Johnson’s] trials and tribulations were 
great, his life complex and controversial,” 
Trump tweeted. “Others have looked at this 
over the years, most thought it would be 
done, but yes, I am considering a Full Par-
don!” 

The “dapper” Jack Johnson
Stallone was in the Oval Of-
fice as a guest when Trump 
pardoned Johnson on Thurs-
day, as was boxer Lennox 
Lewis.

Filmmaker Ken Burns, who was part of an 
effort to pardon Johnson, welcomed the 
move and called it “the right thing to do.
“I’m just so happy that Senator John Mc-
Cain, who has led our efforts to achieve a 
posthumous pardon for Jack Johnson, has 
lived to witness this moment,” he said in a 
statement. “The pardon announced today 
helps correct an injustice experienced by 
Jack Johnson. But it also reminds us of a rac-
ist past and how even today racist remarks 
and coded words are used to imperil African 
Americans, especially Black men, and to ad-
vance an Un-American agenda.” 

Posthumous pardons are rare, but not un-
precedented. President Bill Clinton pardoned 
Henry O. Flipper, the first African-American 
officer to lead the Buffalo Soldiers of the 
10th Cavalry Regiment; he was framed for 
embezzlement. President George W. Bush in 
2008 pardoned Charles Winters, an Ameri-
can volunteer in the Arab-Israeli War con-
victed of violating the U.S. Neutrality Acts 
in 1949.
After 14 years of lobbying by supporters 
and family members, former heavyweight 
boxing champion Jack Johnson finally re-
ceived a presidential pardon, 72 years after 
his death.
Born in Texas in 1878, Johnson was the 
world champion from 1908-1915 and was 
the first African American to hold the title. 
But beyond those basic details, what else do 
we know about him?
Here are five important facts about 

the “Galveston Giant”:
Johnson rose to prominence at the height 
of the Jim Crow era, so his race was always 
an issue, delaying his opportunity to com-
pete for the world title, but earning him even 
more publicity when he won it and later de-
fended his crown.
According to Washington University in St. 
Louis professor Dr. Gerald Early: “While 
Johnson was heavyweight champion, he was 
covered more in the press than all other no-
table black men combined.” 

Jack Johnson
Johnson’s dominance spawned a search for 
a “Great White Hope” to challenge him, and 
resulted in what was called the “Fight of the 
Century” in 1910. Former undefeated heavy-
weight champ James Jeffries came out of re-
tirement after having not fought in six years. 
Johnson dominated the fight and was de-
clared the winner when Jeffries’ corner 
threw in the towel in the 15th round.
Johnson’s career was chronicled in film sev-
eral times, including the Ken Burns docu-
mentary Unforgivable Blackness: The Rise 
and Fall of Jack Johnson.
Johnson’s flamboyance also extended to 
his personal life. He taunted opponents in 
and out of the ring. He drew attention for his 
public dalliances with women and all three 
of his documented marriages were to white 
women. 
He was convicted in 1913 by an all-white 
jury for violating the Mann Act -- on charges 
that he transported a white woman “across 
state lines for immoral purposes.” However, 
he skipped bail and left the country, only to 
return in 1920 to turn himself in. He served 
10 months of his one-year sentence before 
being released. 
Johnson died in a car crash in 1946 at 68
“Jack Johnson lived in the lap of luxury, 
abused the fame and fortune that came to 
him, and died bereft of riches,” the Associat-
ed Press said of him in its obituary.  
He fought professionally until he was 60, 
finishing with a career record of 73 wins, 13 
losses and 10 draws. 
He was inducted into the Boxing Hall of 
Fame in 1954.
Efforts to grant him a presidential pardon 
began in 2008 with a bill that passed the 
House of Representatives, but not the Sen-
ate. The main reason cited in efforts that con-
tinued through other petitions: his conviction 
was racially motivated -- and the incident for 
which he was arrested took place before the 
Mann Act became law.
Actor Sylvester Stallone was among those 
who campaigned in Johnson’s favor. Stal-
lone was present at the Oval Office ceremo-
ny in which President Trump signed the offi-
cial pardon.  (Courtesy usatoday.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Galveston Native
President Trump Posthumously Pardons Boxer Jack 

Johnson – Boxing’s First Black Heavyweight Champion

President Trump issued an executive grant of clemency last Thursday 
to John Arthur ‘Jack’ Johnson, the first African American heavyweight 

champion of the world, for a Mann Act conviction. Johnson was born in 
Galveston, Texas.
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BUSINESS
National Geographic Launches 
Effort To Reduce Plastic Waste

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

“Planet or Plastic” is the cover story on the                                                                                                         
June 2018  issue of “National Geo-

graphic” magazine.
National Geographic launched a new 
campaign last week to reduce waste from 
plastic products like single-use bags and 
straws, which includes a major change: 
most National Geographic magazines will 
now be delivered in paper packaging in-
stead of plastic.
The magazine reports that 18 billions 
pounds of plastic waste end up in oceans 
every year and that less than a fifth of plas-
tic produced around the world is recycled.
The launch of the “Planet or Plastics?” 
initiative coincides with National Geo-
graphic’s June issue, which has a photo of 
a plastic bag positioned like an iceberg on 
the cover.
Company officials said in a press release 
that from now on the U.S, U.K. and India 
editions of the magazine will be delivered 
in paper instead of plastic, which the re-
lease said will eliminate 2.5 million sin-
gle-use plastic bags every month.
Several other companies have said they 
will either change or recycle more of their 
packaging to reduce plastic pollution in 
oceans, including Nestle, Coca-Cola, Pep-
siCo, and Walmart.

Seahorse uses a q-tip to ride the ocean 
currents.

In addition to changing the packaging 
on its own magazine, the National Geo-
graphic initiative will include an aware-
ness campaign about plastics pollution, 
investment in research programs and 
partnerships with companies like S’Well 
and The North Face, which will sell shirts 
made from recycled bottles collected from 
National Parks. The partnership between 
The North Face and the National Park 
Foundation also provides a dollar for ev-
ery product sold to support projects in Na-
tional Parks, according to the foundation’s 
website.
Nick Mallos, the director of the Trash 
Free Seas program for the advocacy group 
Ocean Conservancy, said it’s important to 
emphasize that there is no single solution 
to the issue of plastic pollution but that the 
commitment from National Geographic 
and other companies is a positive step.
“I think it’s fantastic that they’ve covered 
this issue so holistically – specifically, 
to see all the facets of ocean plastic that 
they’ve explored in this piece. These ini-
tiatives can have a tremendous impact,” 
Mallos said.

Plastic bottles choke the Cibeles foun-
tain, outside city hall in central Madrid. 
An art collective called Luzinterruptus 
filled this and two other Madrid foun-
tains with 60,000 discarded bottles last 

fall.

Related
This National Geographic Cover Has 
People Buzzing For An Important                                                        
Reason The striking cover certainly 

makes you think.
They say you shouldn’t judge a book by its 
cover, but magazines — including Nation-

al Geographic — have long been known 
for their iconic covers that spark conver-
sation. Now, the 130-year-old publication 
has new cover art to add to the collection 
of images that get people buzzing.
The June 2018 issue, “Planet Or Plastic?”, 
features what appears to be an iceberg. 
But look more closely: 

“Plastic Bag” magazine cover
Yep, it’s a plastic bag. The artwork, called 
“Iceberg Plastico,” was actually created in 
2017 by Mexican artist Jorge Gamboa, but 
National Geographic saw the illustration 
and decided it would be the perfect image 
to kick off its “Planet or `Plastic” cam-
paign, the magazine’s “multiyear effort to 
raise awareness about the global plastic 
trash crisis.”
The amazing cover has already done a 
great job of prompting discussion all over 
the internet. Vaughn Wallace, the maga-
zine’s senior photo editor, tweeted out the 
cover on May 16 and it has already gotten 
more than 57,000 retweets.

Gerald Butts  
@gmbutts

Brilliant cover. This 
one will be an icon. 
Well done, @Nat-

Geo. https://twitter.com/NatGeoMag/sta-
tus/996752298822037505 
2:06 PM - May 16, 2018
And National Geographic is walking the 
walk itself. Starting with this issue, Wal-
lace said the magazine will no longer be 
shipped to readers in a plastic bag, but will 
be sent out in a paper envelope instead.
“This change alone will save more than 
2.5 million single-use plastic bags ev-
ery month,” wrote Editor-in-Chief Susan 
Goldberg. “We’ve also challenged all our 
international partners — who publish 36 
local-language editions of National Geo-
graphic around the globe — to get rid of 
plastic wrappers by the end of 2019.”

Under a bridge on a branch of the Burig-
anga River in Bangladesh, a family re-
moves labels from plastic bottles, sorting 
green from clear ones to sell to a scrap 
dealer. Waste pickers here average around 
$100 a month.                                                                                                       
Goldberg went on to assert that the plas-
tic wrappers effort is just the first step in 
a larger campaign. “Under the campaign 
banner of ‘Planet or Plastic?’ we’ll deploy 
content across all our platforms to raise 
awareness and encourage consumers to 
act,” she wrote.
The cover story was written by Laura 
Parker and features data, stories and even 
more photos of just how bad the plastic 
problem is.

“The miracle material has made modern 
life possible,” Parker wrote. “But more 
than 40 percent of it is used just once, and 
it’s choking our waterways.”
Reducing the amount of plastic in our en-
vironment is an enormous issue that will 
require a global commitment to change. 
Luckily, National Geographic isn’t tack-
ling this issue solo. Other efforts to reduce 
the amount of plastic in the environment 
are underway 

On Okinawa, Japan, a hermit crab re-
sorts to a plastic bottle cap to protect its 
soft abdomen. Beachgoers collect the 
shells the crabs normally use, and they 

leave trash behind.

The cover story was written by Laura 
Parker and features data, stories and even 
more photos of just how bad the plastic 
problem is.
“The miracle material has made modern 
life possible,” Parker wrote. “But more 
than 40 percent of it is used just once, and 
it’s choking our waterways.”
Reducing the amount of plastic in our en-
vironment is an enormous issue that will 
require a global commitment to change. 
Luckily, National Geographic isn’t tack-
ling this issue solo. Other efforts to reduce 
the amount of plastic in the environment 
are underway. (Courtesy simplemost.com 
and https://abcnews.go.com/U).
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加拿大法律规定，成功申请海外

类别的移民，申请人如果当时已身在

加拿大，也需要出境之后再回来，履

行正式的登陆手续。自2017年以来

，加拿大边境服务局在南安大略省和

魁北克省等地，推出暂行的办理登陆

手续时间限制规定。此举近日受到了

加拿大律师协会的批评。

华裔移民顾问吴女士表示，所

谓“正式入境”，既是一个仪式，

也是一个正式的过程。边境官员为

此面临的局面，肯定比一般的入境

者复杂许多。

吴女士称，此举要求边境官员

有一定的经验。比如，边境官员需

要对来人“验明正身”，弄清其入

境类别，检验其各种文件是否齐备

。有时主申请人和家庭成员没有一

起来，还需要分别注明等。

边境局从2017年 6月开始，在

南安省3个边境口彩虹(Rainbow)、科

林斯通(Queenston)及和平桥实施时间

限制，即这类当天进出的入境，只

能于每周二、三、四上午8时之后进

行，而且需要当时口岸并非十分拥

挤、不会延长其他人的等候时间。

2017年11月，该限制扩大到魁北克

省的2个出入境点。

边 境 局 发 言 人 杜 朗 (Nichlas

Dorion)表示，该做法可以使他们在

繁忙的时间段，集中精力提供服务

、专注于保护国家安全和照顾贸易

需求。不过，她表示，目前他们无

意将该限制扩大到其它地方。

加拿大律师协会移民法律部负

责人卡茹莎(Barbara Caruso)表示，协

会接到许多客人的投诉，称他们于

星期五到星期一期间打算入境时，

被告知回去等到周二到周四再来。

但是，当人们于规定的时间重新入

关时，却发现比周末时更加拥挤。

律师协会给移民部长和公安部

长发函，认为这样的时间限制是违

法的。他们认为，此举不符合公共

利益。“促请你们给边境局发出指

示，要求他们按照法律规定行事，

确保给予这个局的移民运作拨款，

用到该用的地方。”信件中表示。

吴女士说，获得永久居民签证

的人士，如果不能进行正式入境，

可以和移民部联系安排时间地点进

行。但据悉，这样的安排需要等候

数周甚至数月，所以人们喜欢在当

天进出。

加拿大移民报到限非繁忙时间
律师批不符公共利益

尽管美国的移民法并没有大的变动

，特朗普政府在移民政策上普遍收紧，

华人社区的移民也都感受到了各种压力

。法律政治学者张军18日对特朗普政府

移民政策对华人社区的影响进行了分析

，他认为目前只是审查程序的改变，短

期来看不会使得华人移民的数量剧减，

而且据中期选举的形势，特朗普政府推

动移民法改革的阻力会很大。

审批时间延长

从特朗普执政以来，无论是中国留

学生还是投资移民的中国企业家，普遍

都感受到了移民美国的难度在加大。洛

杉矶法律政治学者张军18日分析说，特

朗普上台以后移民政策普遍收紧，打击

非法移民方面的力度加大。同时司法部

长塞申斯(Jeff Sessions)上任以来规定，

移民法官必须要在规定的时间完成审理

的案件，支持移民权益的团体认为客观

上因为时间的限制，让本来就很繁忙的

法官没有特别充分的时间来准备审理案

件，因此非法移民和合法移民的权益受

到影响。同时，塞申斯对移民执法方面

的规定也非常严格。然而，张军认为，

这些政策会影响华人社区，但面并不是

特别大。

从具体的移民类别来分析，张军认

为，特朗普和塞申斯本人认为家庭移民

就是链式移民，一人来了全家都来了，

移民政策在历史上对家庭团聚起到作用

，但是现在已经不适应美国社会，因此

要减少家庭移民和低素质的移民，要像

加拿大和欧洲国家那样采用积分制移民

改革，按照移民的英语水平、受教育水

平来授予移民资格，但目前这些政策都

还在建议和议论的阶段，现在美国政府

面临中期选举，短期内达到这么重大的

移民改革，并没有那么容易。

职业移民影响大

在职业移民方面，张军认为，特朗

普的政策收紧影响很大，在 4月 1日

H1B工作签证抽签一开始，抽签4、5天

就没有名额了，因此形势很严峻。在抽

签配额本身没有增加的情况下，审查更

加严格，很多高科技企业都收到了补件

通知，要求说明职位和薪水，为什么要

请外国人而不是美国人，审批之后也加

强了审批后核查，派审计专员到公司进

行检查，移民官员会到公司去和主管谈

、和个人谈、和同事谈，了解这个人是

不是做了这份工作等。此外，在L1跨国

公司高管移民和投资移民方面，移民局

也都极大加强了到现场核查的力度，之

前美国政府还拨款增加核查专员的数量

。

在职业移民核查方面，美国移民局

(USCIS)在本月11日刚刚与司法部共同

发布备忘录，要求加强核查雇主在雇佣

外国人的时候存在的欺诈行为，USCIS

还开设了举报H-1B和H-2B签证欺诈和

滥用行为的专用热线。张军指出，职业

类移民第一类优先为杰出人士，第二优

先为硕士以上高学历人士，第三类优先

为本科以上学历人士，申请绿卡者在

140审批之后，如果485没有特别需要，

免去面谈。但特朗普上台，去年10月移

民局发出最新通知，所有移民，不论来

自哪个国家，都需要接受面谈。他指出

，这样做一方面客观上移民局人手有限

，而且移民官员培训要花时间，这样延长

了等待绿卡时间；另一方面，移民官核查

又是一个过程，面试的时候不是去领绿卡

，面试之后还有可能又要受到核查。

同时，不少移民都感受到了投资移

民的难度在加大。张军指出，区域中心

现在有很多问题，移民局前两天发新备

忘录，不再接受房地产项目间接创造就

业机会的算法，投资移民项目审批的排

期现在进度非常慢，即便批准，真正能

拿到临时绿卡也需要时间，就算是非常

好的投资移民，配额改变不了，只要申

请投资移民，受理的时间就会很长。

移民改革阻力大

移民政策的收紧势必会影响移民的

人数。张军分析说，短期看不出来华裔

移民人数大幅减少的趋势，虽然特朗普

打击非法移民力度加大，而合法移民也

要接受更为严格的审查和管控，但暂时

还没有办法推动国会立法，现在的收紧

政策只是在执行法律上方便，法律并没

有改变，只是审查程序的改变，所以短

期来看不会有移民大幅减少。

然而，他指出，审批时间长了，以

时间单位来计算的人数就会下降，在有美

国移民非常困难的时候，就会有移民选择

放弃移民美国，而到其它国家移民。

同时，美国的企业和高科技人士也

会提出疑问，美国本来是一个吸引全世

界最优秀留学生的地方，美国也希望留

住世界最好人才，现在这样做是否符合

美国的利益？

在立法层面来看，张军认为，美国

中期选举存在巨大不确定性，但从近日

的民调看起来，特朗普推动移民改革的

阻力会很大。

学者分析美移民政策对华社影响
职业移民受影响大

對於到美國養老的新移民來說，

最重要的是醫療問題，但是保險業界人

士指出的美國醫療保險的壹個真空區，

那就是如果在美國居住時間沒有達到5

年，收入不符合白卡條件的65歲以上

老人沒有任何醫療保險可以購買。

對於很多移民美國的老人來說，

最擔心的就是醫保問題。美國的醫療

保險是出了名的貴，但誰也沒有想到

會沒有醫療保險可以買。壹家保險公

司的總裁張國興指出，對於那些在美

國居住時間沒有達到5年，收入不符

合白卡條件的65歲以上的老人，沒

有任何醫療保險可以購買。

加州醫療保險部門的發言人15

日也表示，加州醫療白卡(Medi-Cal)

是加州版本的醫療補助計劃，主要是

為低收入者、殘疾人和65歲以上老

人服務。有的受益者也可以接受聯邦

的醫療保險，但是他並不清楚65歲

以上非低收入的新移民是否可以購買

私營公司的保險。

然而，張國興解釋說，醫療保險

以65歲為分界，65歲以下特殊條件

才可以買保險，剛到美國60天或者

綠卡剛剛生效的65歲以下新移民就

可以購買保險。按照現在的規定，65

歲以下的新移民，如果住在羅蘭崗，

收入不符合白卡的要求，自付保險要

壹個人要540美元壹個月，而且這只

包括看大病，7000美元花費以內自付

，如果要購買醫療網絡計劃(PPO)保

險，每個月要交722美元。然而，65

以上的新移民不能買這些保險，只能

買聯邦醫療保險(medicare)的紅藍卡

，但奧巴馬醫保不為65歲以上老人

提供，紅藍卡是基礎，有了這個卡才

可以選其它的保險，因此這些人什麽

保險都買不了。

此外，他指出，聯邦醫療保險的

紅藍卡是為退休的納稅人提供的福利

，如果繳稅10年以上，壹個月的保

險費用大約有134美元，如果沒有報

過稅，每個月加上罰款要繳納大約

1000美元。根據目前的消息來看，這

些政策還沒有任何改變的跡象。

晚年赴美成噩夢？
非低收入老年新移民遇醫保問題
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“浪漫春色、畅爽一夏、金秋盛宴

、欢享年俗”。一年四季景各异，缤纷

活动味不同，古徽州之源——大美绩溪

，一座魂牵梦萦的江南文化名城，正上

演着四季华彩，弹奏文化旅游曼妙之音

。这是一场贯穿全年的味觉盛宴，用你

的舌尖品味徽菜无穷的魅力；这是一趟

走过四季的视觉旅行，用你的眼眸亲昵

绩水徽山无限的美景；这是一次回归乡

愁的心灵之约，用你的内心感悟山水田

园的悠然、民俗民风的纯朴、徽韵徽风

的恬静深邃……

独特的山水孕育了独具特色的徽菜

，赢得了“吃在绩溪”的美誉，中国徽

菜之乡——绩溪，将举办徽菜美食文化

旅游年活动，由原先的“节”转身为

“年”，不止是“一字之变”，更是

“华丽嬗变”，内涵更为丰富，形式更

加多元，效益更求长远。一个个吸睛的

主题、一场场精彩的活动，构成了一幅

文化旅游年的“全景图”，按图索骥，

你将不会错过绩溪最美的景致、最炫的

场面、最酷的美食；一次次重要的节点

、一道道美食和文化的大餐，串起了一

条名城、名人、名山、名水的“珍珠链

”，珠链在手，拨动心弦，你将收藏一

个别有风味的美丽走心的温润绩溪。让

我们即刻出发，让身心来一场饕餮之旅

，品味美食，品读山水，品悟文化，感

受流淌在山脊、溪水、祠堂、马头墙上

的历史文脉，探寻寻常百姓家炊烟袅袅

中的徽州食事，感悟村落小巷、田畴花

海与文明乡风交相辉映的乡愁乡情。

绩溪人在徽文化的浸润哺育下成长，

“十户之村，不废诵读”更是绩溪人崇尚

教育、追求知识的生动写照。小小的山城

脊梁挑起厚重的历史文化，孕育出国家历

史文化名城、中国徽菜之乡、中国厨师之

乡、中国徽墨之乡，徽墨、徽菜、徽商、

徽雕、徽剧等诸多徽文化核心元素，氤氲

在绩溪的山水之间；和谐、包容、诚信、

勤劳等思想理念融入了绩溪人的血液里。

在绩溪，漫步走进一个山村，就会

翻开一页历史；随意踩到一块石头，就

会触动一个朝代；偶然遇到一个路人，

就会碰到一个秀才 。“邑小士多，绩

溪为最”。绩溪人口不多，名人众多，

宋代以降就有文武举人222人，进士119

人。名人绩溪名不虚传，以18万人口之

小县，居然出了6位两院院士，更涌现

出如雷贯耳的以胡姓望族为代表的历史

文化名人群体，璀璨星空辉耀着历史长

河，滚滚向前。

绩溪是食客的天堂，寻常巷陌、田

间地头，无不充盈着美食的诱惑。“一

都柴二都米，三都姑娘四都被，逍遥茶

，大鄣笋，岱下甘蔗伏岭饼，荆州山核

岩下菌”，四季分明的湿润气候，给绩

溪乡闾之间的小气候带来差异，岭南岭

北出产不同，一乡一品各具特色。优良

生态，催生了美食盛宴，全县森林覆盖

率达78.26%以上，县内群峰竞秀，蓊郁

葱茏，移步换景，满目苍翠，荣膺首批

国家生态文明建设示范县、国家森林城

市、中国天然氧吧、安徽省文明示范县

。这里浓郁的徽风徽韵沿着新安江、徽

水河、水阳江的源头，沿着徽杭古道的

石阶，沿着徽商的足迹向外传播流布，

塑造出了望得见山、看得见水、触得到

历史、品得出文化、记得住乡愁的美丽

幸福新绩溪。

徽山有意描绘新时代美好画卷，绩

水无弦奏响新征程奋斗强音。当前，绩

溪正沿着 2468 发展思路，紧紧围绕

“12345”重点工作部署，深入开展“四

年并进、四城同创”活动，“文旅强县

”翻开新篇，全县景区景点达30处，可

谓处处皆景，村村如画。好景引凤来，

北京顺峰、香港爱家、安徽出版等知名

企业来绩投资，文旅大项目纷纷落地，

旅游集散中心、大数据中心，“双心”

展翅迎客来，2017年旅游接待量870万

人次、综合收入42亿元，均增长20%以

上，连续两年入围长三角自驾游十强城

市，摘取“中国最美生态文化旅游名县

、中国最美休闲旅游目的地”桂冠，文

旅宏图徐徐铺展，绚烂多姿。

皖东南交通枢纽在这里崛起。绩宁

高速、合福高铁牵引着山城开往春天的

方向，杭黄铁路全线贯通，绩溪与杭州

即乘即达，同城同游，绩溪真正成了西

子湖畔养生福地。宣绩铁路、杭临绩铁

路正穿山越岭向我们走来，绩溪至黄山

风景区旅游快速通道宛如一道长虹，穿

梭 在 秀 山 丽 水 之 间 ， 瞬 时 径 达 黄

山· · · · · · 四通八达、无缝覆盖的交通让

绩溪缩短了与外界的时空距离。绩溪这

块热土，无时不在讲述着大发展的精彩

故事，演绎着大建设的铿锵乐章，项目

建设如火如荼，经济发展蒸蒸日上，招

商引资、扶贫攻坚、美丽乡村、民生事

业、特色小镇方兴未艾，抽水蓄能电站

、扬溪源水库、 “互联网+”等等大手

笔，为绩溪发展注入新活力，皖南国际

文化旅游示范区核心区和国家全域旅游

示范区的深化创建，为全面实施“文旅

强县”战略带来了难得的战略机遇，绩

溪也由此昂然进入了高铁发展新时代、

绿色发展新时代、文化兴盛新时代、乡

村振兴新时代。

新时代、新气象。“养生福地、美

食天堂、徽州之源、自在绩溪”，走进养

生福地，尽享美食天堂，探寻徽州之源，

感受自在绩溪。精彩纷呈的徽菜美食文化

旅游年，立足绩溪生态资源禀赋，通过美

食、文化、经贸、旅游推介等贯穿全年的

系列活动，突出每季一主题，每季一重点

，每月一活动，每月一特色，实现“季季

有看点、月月有亮点、乡乡有特点”，充

分展示国家历史文化名城的的丰富内涵，

打响“黄山岭下的美食天堂、西子湖畔的

养生福地”品牌。

春天如此美丽，花约浪漫春色。徜

徉花海，聆听花语，沐浴花香，在层层

叠叠的梯田中触摸春天的肌肤，在错落

有致的古村落里邂逅春天的妩媚，在青

山 绿 水 的 画 卷 里 ， 捕 捉 春 天 的 气

息· · · · · · 春光里的绩溪，有一场美丽的

约会在等你——尝美食，赏美景，品文

化，享生活。从春天开始，走进徽菜美

食文化旅游年，为你打开通往幸福旅行

的钥匙，放飞向往自由的心灵，收获一

份别样的惊喜。

徽州之源悦享四季 自在绩溪品味全年

作为六朝古都的开封，其古迹数不

胜数，也许你不经意间踏足的一个公园

，就是那几百几千年前的文物古迹呢。

我们这次踏足的禹王台公园，就是这样

一个地方。

禹王台，古来叫古吹台。相传是为

了纪念春秋时晋国音乐家师旷，曾在此

吹奏乐器，所以得名古吹台。西汉初年

，汉文帝封其次子刘武于大梁，为梁孝

王，封疆初都于大梁，梁孝王喜好同墨

客吟诗吹弹游乐，为此又增筑吹台，并

在吹台兴建殿字亭楼，种植名贵花木，

修建成一座豪华的园林。

明嘉靖年间，因开封屡遭黄河水患

，为怀念大禹治水的功绩，在台上建禹

王庙，故吹台被改称为禹王台。但我们

来到这里，古吹台的牌楼至今依然保存

着。

禹王台现高4米，占地面积约4500

平方米，前立有有“古吹台”牌坊一座

，气势如虹的门楼，红配绿的色调在这

里看起来却是那么的和谐。该牌坊为全

木质，是至今保存完好的清代建筑。牌

坊为四檐三楼悬空式，青瓦重檐五斗拱

，正中门楣

上 ， 题 有

“古吹台”

三个大字，

它是公园具

有代表性的

古建筑物之

一。

在明嘉

靖年间，因

开封屡遭黄

河水患，为

怀念大禹治

水的功绩，

在古吹台的

上面修建了

禹王庙，纪

念大禹，也祈求民泰安康，故此，古吹

台也更名“禹王台”，沿用至今。

据说，大殿内在明朝时所塑的禹王

像，已不存在，殿内的禹王像是1982年

重塑，高1.6米，双手执圭，身穿龙袍

，魁伟端庄。东西墙上是砖雕壁画，东

边是一副大禹治水图，西边是大禹行赏

和乐耕图，反映了大禹治水的功绩。

冬日的禹王台，人烟稀少，却不失

为一处清幽的庙宇之地，小朋友如入无

人之地，跑的那叫一个欢实。

在禹王台，除了供奉着大禹的雕像

，还有三贤祠，是为纪念唐天宝三年

（744年）李白、杜甫、高适三位大诗

人在此台相会

，饮酒赋诗，

留下了《梁园

吟》等脍炙人

口的名篇而建

。

这么多历

史名人典故，

如何了解他们

的故事？不妨

来听一曲豫剧

，来了解这一

个个脍炙人口

的典故吧。

小朋友对

豫剧还不甚了

解，却对这咿

咿呀呀的曲调情有独钟，连我们大人都

忍不住要催促他离开了，却依然还很执

着的听着、看着，这，大概就是古典文

化的魅力吧。

且听一曲正宗的河南豫剧吧，艺术

来源于民间，在这里，幸运的我们就免

费欣赏到了一出又一出精彩的曲目。

禹王台公园占地面积400余亩，以

古建筑为主景，以植物园区为主体 ，

但寂寥的冬日，植物早已枯萎，偌大的

公园，还有哪里可去呢？

信步于园内，竟被我们发现这样

一处隐秘的小小乐园，对于现在的小

朋友们来说，这也许并不算游乐设施

了，但那石头滑梯、那高大简易的秋

千，分明是我们小时候最梦寐以求的

乐园，大概周末最期待的事，就是被

爸爸妈妈带着去公园里，打滑梯、荡

秋千了吧。

这一幕，分分钟就把我们拉回了小

时候的记忆。在这里，竟然还能找到儿

时的乐园，真是感动到泪目。

不分年代，小朋友们对玩乐设施的

嗨点总是很低，不消一会儿，就已经进

入了状态，各种设施都想要尝试一下，

玩的也是开心极了。

这复古的大滑梯，真真是我们儿时

的记忆。爬上去的小朋友，既实现着自

己的快乐，也承载着我们的记忆。就让

这一幕定格吧，冬日的禹王台，古迹，

乐园，还有满满的回忆！

在禹王台怀古，听戏游园乐新春
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在美國有這麼一條公路，她雖

然沒有被標記在地圖上，卻家喻戶

曉。這條公路就是“66號公路”美

國第一條橫貫公路，暱稱她為 『美
國主大街』 ，更尊敬一點的稱她作

『母親之路』 66號公路經歷了幾許

興衰、在美國公路史上有著不可取

代的地位。 為了慶祝美國國慶日，

王朝旅遊推出美國母親之路五日團

，7/4-7/8，從休士頓乘坐巴士，途

徑達拉斯、聖路易斯、俄克拉荷馬

、伊州首府春田市等城市，一路玩

到芝加哥的美國母親之路五日團。

首先到達 “ 達拉斯“是一個

濃縮了美國西部風情城市,“先鋒廣

場”被喻為世界上最具創意的城市

雕塑，充分體現了德州風情。 有著

搶先之洲別名的“俄克拉荷馬 ”，

這裡有39個美洲原住民部落總部，

66號公路路邊景點和世界級的西方

藝術博物館。“牛仔和西部遺產博

物館”詳實地呈現西部拓荒的艱辛

、牛仔文化和印第安人文化等，吸

引來自全世界各地的旅客到此。

“塔爾薩”的建築為20世紀的宏偉

裝飾藝術建築。“菲爾布魯克藝術

博物館”館內陳列著來自全

是世界各地的藝術。“科爾

曼劇院”被列入國家歷史名

勝名錄，擁有獨特西班牙傳

統風格外關和精緻的路易十

五內飾。

有著 「通往西部之門」 之

稱的“聖路易斯拱門“是美

國初期拓荒者西進的必經之

路，為拓荒者而建造的紀念

碑。“聖路易斯森林公園

“裡面有各式的博物館、謬

尼歌劇院、藝術博物館及聖

路易斯動物園。 以印地安人

部落命名 『林肯之地』 “伊

利諾伊洲”首府“斯普林菲

爾德”又稱“春田市”，這

是林肯長居並在政壇上崛起

的地方，也是全美最大的林

肯總統遺跡所在，故

居所在的街區已納入

美國國家歷史遺跡。

“龐蒂亞克”這個小

鎮曾經是66號公路上

的一處重要驛站。一

趟66號公路之旅，仿

佛掉進了時光隧道一

般，回到了西部牛仔

風行的時代、公路小

鎮旁販賣冒著氣泡水

的酒館，霓虹燈閃爍的汽車旅館、

古式而老舊的加油站、西部的傳奇

逸事在眼前一一上演。

行程最後，西半球最美的天際

線“芝加哥”是美國第三大城也是

母親之路的起點。“千禧公園“是

芝加哥人氣第二高的景點，其中最

具代表的雲門由英國藝術家設計，

外型非常的別緻，遠遠看去就像一

滴大水銀，又像一顆巨大的銀色豆

子，所以當地人更喜歡稱它為“銀

豆”。有著 『華麗一英裏』 之稱的

“壯麗大道”是市區裡最繁華的一

段商業街道，遍佈著名品商店、高

檔酒店和著名的建築物，在享受吃

喝玩樂的同時可以見到許多芝加哥

代表性建築。“海軍碼頭”有著極

高人氣，這裡有摩天輪、旋轉木馬

、電影院、劇院、擁有一個植物溫

室和一座兒童博物館。 “360景觀

臺”可以一覽芝加哥市中心、密歇

根湖與四個州的景色，或欣賞在夜

空下華麗燈初上的絕美夜色。芝加

哥是一個美麗的城市，沁人心脾的

感覺永難忘懷。放下手邊的工作，

拋開平時忙碌的節奏，放慢步調與

王朝旅遊一同來用心感受一場難忘

又愜意的小長假。

王 朝 旅 遊 All America Travel &

Tours

6918 Corporate Drive #A14,

Houston TX 77036

休士頓 中國城 精英廣場內 地鋪

#A14 (敦煌廣場側,百利大道 大通

銀行後面)

Tel 電話: (713) 981-8868

加微信關註 aat713

Fax 傳真: (713) 981-8870

AAplusVacation.com

王朝旅遊慶祝美國國慶日王朝旅遊慶祝美國國慶日 -- 美國美國6666
號母親之路魅力號母親之路魅力55天團特優計劃天團特優計劃

德州佛教會玉佛寺佛陀聖誕浴德州佛教會玉佛寺佛陀聖誕浴
佛法會佛法會

本 秦本 秦
報 鴻報 鴻
記 鈞記 鈞
者 攝者 攝

法會中進行恭迎聖像法會中進行恭迎聖像、、獻花獻花、、獻燈儀式獻燈儀式。。佛前大供佛前大供，，全場起立全場起立。。

菩提合唱團在法會上演唱菩提合唱團在法會上演唱 「「浴佛頌浴佛頌 」」、、 「「歸歸 」」 兩首佛曲兩首佛曲。。

英語佛學班英語佛學班Ms. Lyn EadeMs. Lyn Eade 女士分享學佛心得女士分享學佛心得
：： 學佛讓她找到了生活的方向和生命的品質學佛讓她找到了生活的方向和生命的品質
。。

周際會居士分享學佛心得周際會居士分享學佛心得：： 以三學六度以三學六度
作為學佛的方向作為學佛的方向。。

德州佛教會淨海長老德州佛教會淨海長老（（ 左左 ）） 浴佛浴佛。。「「台北經文處台北經文處 」」 副處長林映佐夫婦浴佛副處長林映佐夫婦浴佛。。

玉佛寺玉佛寺（（ 右起右起 ））資深理事葉宏志資深理事葉宏志、、徐小玲浴佛徐小玲浴佛。。
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