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Trump Administration Considers
Reduction In Amount Of Refugees
To Be Admitted Into The U.S.

The Trump Administration is considering reducing the amount
of refugees admitted into the U.S. On Wednesday, the New York
Times reported the White House is thinking about continuing its
2017 move to draw back the number of migrants allowed to enter
the country. In the report, one White House official said a mi-
gration crisis was gripping the country, and the administration is
prioritizing asylum cases already in the U.S.

The Trump administration is reportedly considering reducing the
number of refugees that can be allowed to resettle in the U.S., a
move that would continue a trend that began in 2017 under Pres-
ident Trump.

The New York Times reported on Wednesday that the idea of
scaling back the amount of refugees allowed to resettle in Ameri-
ca is facing little pushback inside the White House

The Times, which cites two former government officials and an-
other person familiar with the talks, notes that White House ad-
viser Stephen Miller has had success in installing people in key
positions who appear ready to sign off on deep cuts for refugee
resettlement.

One plan the White House reportedly is considering would allow
no more than 25,000 refugees to be resettled in the U.S., repre-
senting a cut of more than 40 percent from this year’s limit.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will likely play a key role in
whether reducing refugee resettlement will be successful, accord-
ing to the Times. The newspaper reports that he is being advised
by two senior aides who are close to Miller and share his hard-
line approach toward immigration.
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President Trump listens during a campaign rally in Tampa, Fla. on Tuesday, July 31, 2018, in Tampa, Fla. A report released
on Wednesday indicates the Trump Administration may be reducing the amount of refugee admissions into the U.S.

if cuts to the refugee resettlement program would occur. The of-
ficial also would not confirm if a cap of 25,000 was put in place.
But the official told the Times that a “migration crisis” was grip-
ping the country and that the Trump administration would prior-
itize asylum cases in which the individual is already in the U.S.
The report comes as the Trump administration takes an increasing-
ly hard-line approach to immigration. Refugee admissions for the
2018 fiscal year were capped at a record low of 45,000 refugees.
(Courtesy http://thehill.com/homenews)

Trump May Slash Number of Refugees U.S. Accepts by 40%
WASHINGTON — The White House is considering a second
sharp reduction in the number of refugees who can be resettled
in the United States, picking up where President Trump left off in
2017 in scaling back a program intended to offer protection to the
world’s most vulnerable people, according to two former govern-
ment officials and another person familiar with the talks.

This time, the effort is meeting with less resistance from inside the
Trump administration because of the success that Stephen Miller,
the president’s senior policy adviser and an architect of his anti-im-
migration agenda, has had in installing allies in key positions who
are ready to sign off on deep cuts.

Last year, after a fierce internal battle that pitted Mr. Miller, who
advocated a limit as low as 15,000, against officials at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the State Department and the Penta-
gon, Mr. Trump set the cap at 45,000, a historic low. Under one
plan currently being discussed, no more than 25,000 refugees
could be resettled in the United States next year, a cut of more
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than 40 percent from this year’s limit. It would be the lowest
number of refugees admitted to the country since the creation of
the program in 1980.
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The program’s fate could hinge on Mike Pompeo, the secretary
of state. His department has traditionally been a strong advo-
cate for the refugee program, but Mr. Pompeo is how being ad-
vised by two senior aides who are close to Mr. Miller and share
his hard-line approach, according to the people briefed on the
discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to reveal internal deliberation about a
decision that has yet to be completed. (Courtesy The New York
Times)
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lconic Luby’s Cafeterias Closing
More Restaurants As Sales Fall

The Houston-based chain on Monday re-
ported $86 million in sales during the third
quarter, down 3.1 percent from the same
period last year. Same-store sales across
the chain’s three restaurant brands fell by
0.9 percent.

Chris Pappas, Luby’s president and CEO,
cited declining guest traffic and rising
food and labor costs. The company, which
earlier this year announced plans to close
and sell 14 low-performing restaurants,
said it will close more of its real estate to
pay down $44.2 million in outstanding
debt.

The restaurant closures come as Luby’s
has struggled to attract patrons, who are
increasingly flocking to fast-casual restau-
rants that have grown in popularity, espe-
cially among young adults.

Luby’s, founded in San Antonio in 1947
and led by the Pappas brothers since 2001,
previously announced plans to offer more
discounts, invest in training programs for
employees and managers and launch a
new loyalty app to boost customer traffic.

A Tragic Memory

\Loby® Cirerenia

During the lunch-hour rush

on Oct. 16, 1991, 35-year-old
George Hennard, of Belton,
smashed his blue Ford pickup
through the front window of a
packed Luby’s Cafeteria in Cen-
tral Texas and killed 24 people.
the Luby’s shooting memorial
containing the names of the vic-
tims behind the Killeen Commu-
nity Center at 2201 E. Veterans
Memorial Blvd., the site is open to
the public every day.

Luby’s plans to shutter more restaurants to shore up its balance sheet
amid falling sales and mounting costs.

“The current competitive restaurant envi-
ronment is making it difficult for our brand
and the mature brands of many others to
gain significant traction,” Pappas said in
a conference call with analysts. “We’ve
been faced with this environment for quite
some time, which has been a large drag on
our financial results and company evalu-
ations.”

Luby’s did not disclose how many addi-
tional restaurants would close, their loca-
tions or a timeline for the closures. The
chain operates 160 Luby’s Cafeterias,
Fuddruckers and Cheeseburger in Para-
dise restaurants nationally. It owns most
of its restaurants, and will be putting its
closed properties up for sale.

Luby’s so far has closed and sold one
restaurant, and has two others under con-
tract, Pappas said. The 14 restaurant clo-
sures and sales announced earlier this year
would raise an estimated $25 million. The
additional closures would raise another
$20 million, Pappas said.

Sale of the shuttered properties would
eliminate the company’s outstanding
debt, Pappas said. Luby’s is working with
investment advisory firm Cowen to refi-
nance its debt.

“We believe positioning our company
to have lower debt, improved same-store

sales and a lower overall cost structure
will enhance our financial performance as
we move forward,” Pappas said.

David Littwitz, a restaurant broker with
Houston-based Littwitz Investments, said
restaurant chains that own real estate have
an advantage over those that lease space.

Chains that own restaurants are more
attractive to institutional investors like
banks because they can use their proper-
ties as collateral. They also can control
overhead costs through a fixed-rate mort-
gage, and they can sell low-performing
restaurants to raise cash and reinvest into
their business, he said.

“This is a strategy of survival,” Littwitz
said of Luby’s plans to close restaurants.
“It’s a good strategy, but at the end of the
day, you have to look at how much com-
pany do | have left? You don’t want to
prune too deep.” (Courtesy The Houston
Chronicle)
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Galveston Resident
Diagnosed With

County’s 1st |

uman

Case Of West Nile
Virus In 2018

A young woman has been diagnosed with
the first human case of West Nile Virus in
Galveston County in 2018, officials said
Tuesday.

The patient, who is in her 20s and lives on
Galveston island, was initially diagnosed
with West Nile fever in late June after she
exhibited symptoms that included chills, a
headache, rash, loss of appetite, vomiting,
muscle weakness, and vertigo, according
to spokesman for the Galveston County
Health District. The patient, whose name
is being withheld due to patient confiden-
tiality, has received treatment and recov-
ered. The spokeswoman had no informa-
tion on where the woman was initially
treated.

Mosquitoes are more than just a
nuisance. They carry diseases
like West Nile virus and Zika.

“Whether it’s West Nile, Zika, chiku-
ngunya or other diseases, you need to
protect yourself from mosquito bites,”
health district CEO Kathy Barroso said

in a written statement. “We encourage
you to use insect repellent when outdoors
and to do your part to eliminate mosquito
breeding grounds by emptying all stand-
ing water around your home or business.”

The health district is typically notified af-
ter a patient tests positive for West Nile fe-
ver at a clinic or hospital. The agency will
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then conduct its own investigation to con-
firm the positive test before reporting it to
the Department of State Health Services.

The district has notified Galveston County
Mosquito Control of the confirmed case of
mosquito-borne illness so that the agency
may factor that into its surveillance and
spraying efforts, if needed.

Two other cases of West Nile fever were
reported in Dallas and Austin as well. The
most recent instances of human West Nile
Virus in Galveston County were six con-
firmed cases in 2016.

Most people infected with West Nile Virus
do not have symptoms. About one in five
people who are infected develop a fever
and other symptoms including headache,
body aches, joint pains, vomiting, diarrhea
or rash. Most people who come down with
West Nile Virus recover completely, but
fatigue and weakness can last for weeks
or months.

About one out of 150 infected people de-
velop a serious, sometimes fatal, illness
like encephalitis or meningitis (inflamma-
tion of the brain or surrounding tissues).
Those 60 years or older are at the greatest
risk for severe disease, as are people with
certain medical conditions including can-
cer, diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease
and organ transplant recipients.

The Galveston County Health District en-
courages people to remember “the 3-D’s”
to prevent mosquito bites:

* Defend — wear EPA-approved insect re-
pellent with DEET in it;

* Dress — dress in long sleeves and pants
when outdoors, and;

* Drain — drain standing water around
homes and businesses so that mosquitoes
don’t have a place to breed.

! P EREHEEE—M8,  TREMEGE - BR24/0 5 E R E RIGIEEIEE - TEEhE 5 RS - S5
Y EMERSNELREFEE - itEEXE

EREFHRLRE
Rk TEEETINE. 20 'ERENTSREE o RrEREEE

HEEREEEES "Today Americay ' TiApps ' BRATAFHBERESHE @ thLIZEAppsiBINE
BRAEEGoogletfisi® S lSouthern TV- STV15.3 Houston;

IRAZTF AL Thittp:/media.maqtv.com/?1497381&proc=1, FA[E

HH%F#‘JEH#I&EF‘#& J ;né#iﬂiiﬁ’s‘ﬁ;i‘ﬁ' (ﬁiﬁﬁlﬁ*ﬂ- Rl ) a&%?&

& Onlme Radlo

BELEpERERERTFS

im;ﬂir’ﬁ Houston TX - E}.Lﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ Dallas TX -
BRETTHR] Austin TX - RIS FE Portland OR -

SH0SEHER Chicago IL - ¥ TUEHTRE) Boston MA - Za45ES A SRS Atlanta GA -
B0 TR San Antonio TX - FEJEEFTR] Seattle WA - E2pE S 3R] St. Louis MO

N — RNEE 3 i ¥] :
| ® SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP ZSr g miu s | |HTER"HTIOHHL ME !’ WWW. SCdally.COm
E TRADE CENTER }‘ .r Tel:(281)498-4310 Fax:(281)498-2728
South N Gr %
Housion Tas outhern News Lroup 11122 Bellaire Blvd, Houston, TX 77072




Friday, August 03, 2018

C3

Souther "
DAILY.:

Editor’s Choice Pictures

s

Houston police say the suspect in the shooting of renowned cardiologist held a 20-year-old

grudge. A man whose mother died during surgery 20 years ago is the suspect in the fatal shoot-

ing of a prominent Houston cardiologist who performed the operation, police said Wednesday.
Chief Art Acevedo said the mother of Joseph James Pappas, 62, was a patient of Dr. Mark

Hausknecht, who was fatally shot as he rode his bicycle to work at Houston Methodist Hospital

on July 20. Police earlier said Pappas was born in 1953. “It appears a 20-year-old grudge and

sadly someone died,” Acevedo told reporters. Acevedo said a tip came in Tuesday after surveil-

lance video released a day before showed the suspect, whom someone said they recognized.
Police got a search warrant and went to Pappas’ home, but he was not there.

TSA is weighing a major change to air travel. The agency is considering dropping passenger
screenings at 150 small airports. Experts reject idea as dangerous. The Transportation Secu-
rity Administration is considering eliminating passenger screening at more than 150 small
and medium-sized airports across the US, according to senior agency officials and internal
documents obtained by CNN. The proposal, if implemented, would mark a major change for
air travel in the US, following nearly two decades of TSA presence since the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001, and comes as the Trump administration has stepped up screening
measures for items such as laptops and tablets. (Photo/Getty Images/CNN)

Apple’s Ride To $1 Trillion: The Magic Number That Gets It There. Customers walk past an
Apple logo inside of an Apple store at Grand Central Station in New York, U.S., August 1,
2018.— Apple Inc updated its latest share count on Wednesday, putting the magic stock price
at $207.04 that would make the iPhone maker the first publicly listed U.S. company valued
at $1 trillion. Apple said in a quarterly filing to the Securities and Exchange Commission,

or SEC, that its share count was 4,829,926,000 on July 20, less than the 4,842,917,000 it
reported on Tuesday for the end of the June quarter. Apple’s stock rose 5.89 percent to a
record-high close of $201.50 on Wednesday following the company’s better-than-expected
quarterly results. That would put Apple’s stock market value at $973 billion, based on its
newly disclosed number of shares. (Photo/Reuters)
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Three people arrested for massive Chipotle, Arby’s, Chili’s hacks . Three alleged mem-
bers of an international hacking group have been arrested for cybercrimes targeting over
100 retailers, including chains like Chili’s, Chipotle and Arby’s, the US government an-
nounced Wednesday. The three men -- Dmytro Fedorov, 44, Fedir Hladyr, 33, and Andrii
Kopakov, 30 -- are Ukranian nationals and, the Justice Department alleges, high-ranking
members of a European hacker group known as FIN7. The group is accused of stealing
more than 15 million customer card records in the US alone and selling them on the dark
web. The government said the group “stole millions of customer credit and debit
card numbers, which the group used or sold for profit.”’Fin7 used a company called Combi
Security “to provide a guise of legitimacy and to recruit hackers to join the criminal enter-
prise,” the DOJ said in a release.

Border Patrol Agents Rescue lllegal Immigrants As Death Toll Rises. Smugglers continue to
abandon illegal immigrants once they cross the border, leaving Border Patrol agents to res-
cue them. Last week, agents from the Laredo Station found three immigrants stranded on
Texas ranches during severe heat and without food or water. Authorities reportedly needed
to administer an IV to one man at the scene who was suffering from severe dehydration. He
was later transported to a hospital while the two other immigrants were taken to a Border
Patrol station. So far, at least 200 people have died along the southern border this year.
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Vice Pres. Pence In Hawaii To Receive Remains Of Fallen U.S. Service Members. (Photo)
A U.S. airman stands guard next to caskets containing remains of U.S. soldiers killed in the
Korean War and collected in North Korea before a repatriation ceremony at Osan Air Base

in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2018. Vice President Mike Pence is set to
receive the remains in Hawaii. Vice Pres. Mike Pence is in Hawaii to receive the remains of
fallen U.S. service members who fought in the Korean War. Pence arrived with his wife in
Honolulu Wednesday along with several family members of Korean War veterans. North Ko-
rea handed over 55 boxes of remains to the U.S. last week as a part of an agreement between
President Trump and North Korean Chairman Kim Jong Un. (Photo/Pool/AP)

Sen. Marco Rubio Introduces Paid Family Leave Bill. FILE — Sen. Marco Rubio (r-Fla.)
speaks to families in Pensacola, Fla. on Mar. 26, 2018. On Thursday, the senator introduced
legislation which would provide for paid family leave. (Marco Rubio photo) Senator Marco
Rubio (R-Florida) introduces his plan for paid family leave alongside Missouri Represen-
tative Ann Wagner (R-Missouri). The two lawmakers unveiled the details of the proposal
Wednesday, which allows parents to tap into their future Social Security benefits to pay for
rent, groceries and childcare supplies. Democrats have criticized the plan saying it would
make parents put off retirement. Rubio says the plan is in line with Social Security’s orig-
inal purpose of helping dependents under its care. First Daughter and Presidential Adviser
Ivanka Trump supports the plan, which is seen as a conservative solution to a problem
Democrats have called out for years, but have yet to produce any concrete legislation.
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(CNN) A man whose mother died
during surgery 20 years ago is the sus-
pect in the fatal shooting of a prominent
Houston cardiologist who performed
the operation, police said Wednesday.
Chief Art Acevedo said the mother of
Joseph James Pappas, 65, was a patient
of Dr. Mark Hausknecht, who was fatal-
ly shot as he rode his bicycle to work at
Houston Methodist Hospital on July 20.
“It appears a 20-year-old grudge and
sadly someone died,” Acevedo told re-
porters.

Acevedo said a tip came in Tuesday af-
ter surveillance video released a day be-
fore showed the suspect, whom some-
one said they recognized. Police got
a search warrant and went to Pappas’
home, but he was not there.

Houston Police released a photo of

Joseph James Pappas, 65, who is

a suspect in the death of Dr. Mark
Hausknecht.

Acevedo said Pappas had made phone
calls indicating he was considering sui-
cide. The suspect has not been seen in
almost two days.

“This man is dangerous. This man is ca-
pable. This man has some skills (with
firearms),” he said.

There was evidence at the home linking
Pappas to the killing, the chief said.
The renowned cardiologist, who treated
former President George H.W. Bush,
and the suspect were seen shortly be-
fore the shooting riding their bicycles
on South Main Street, police said.

l'h‘
%ﬂﬂ%@

Houston Police Say Suspect
In Shooting Of Renowned
Cardiologist Held Grudge

For Over 20 Years

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Slain Houston cardiologist, Dr. Mark Hausknecht

This surveillance image shows a
suspect in the shooting of Dr. Mark
Hausknecht, police say.

Surveillance footage showed the
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suspect following Hausknecht as
both pedaled north, police said.

Hausknecht’s wife, Georgia Hsieh, said
police told her that her hushand was rid-
ing through a construction area when
the gunman rode up in fron t of him and
fired three shots while facing him.

The cardiologist was found feet away
from the construction site, where about
500 workers were on duty at the time,
a constructionmanager at the site said.
But no one heard anything because of

Hausknecht, circled on the right, was
followed by a cyclist, in red, shortly be-
fore the shooting, police say.

A close-up surveillance image showed
the suspect wearing a blue, short-sleeve
polo shirt, a khaki or white cap, khaki
shorts and an olive-green backpack, po-
lice said.

The suspect, circled on the left, nears
Hausknecht on the road.

Other surveillance images showed the
suspected gunman just behind Hausk-
necht as both headed north on Main
across West Holcombe Boulevard, po-
lice said.

Police highlighted Hausknecht with a
green circle and the suspect with a red
circle on images posted on Twitter. The
fatal shooting happened moments after
that crossing, one block away, police
said. (Courtesy https://www.cnn.com)

the equipment.
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The International MINT LPO & VIP Center

10333 Harwin Dr., Suite #630, Houston, TX 77036
The MINT National Bank currently has the following position open.

Executive Assistant to the President of LPO
JOB DESCRIPTION
Performs a variety of administrative and operational duties in a professional independent environment
to support/assist the President of LPO to manage the LPO’s day to day core business. Normally, the
core business of the LPO consists of packaging of loans, underwriting, pre-approval and post-
approval, closing of the loans and managing of the loan portfolio, plus construction loan
funding. Managing of the LPO’s loan portfolio including but not limited to conducting annual
loan review, collecting of loan payments, clearing both of the related financial and
documentation exceptions. Hence, there will be a lot of interpersonal activities and project/loan
case management as well.

OTHER DUTIES INCLUDE

v Assist with various bank deposits account opening in accordance with the instructions from the
Bank’s Kingwood office

v Accept other duties as deemed necessary by the President of the LPO in accordance with the
Bank’s policy.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS

v College degree preferable in accounting, finance or other business majors. Will consider other
majors if proficient in IT area,

v proficient with Microsoft applications such as Outlook, Word, Excel, Power Point, and some basic
understanding of Access is a must,

v 1-2 years’ experience in loan administration preferred but not mandatory.

v Strong organization skills, able to work independently and flexibly have maturity and experience in
dealing with people and complex situations.

v Strong willingness to learn and work hard

v Strong verbal and written communication skills, and detail oriented

v bilingual in English and Mandarin/Cantonese is a must

Interested Party please e-mail your resume to ringo.kwan@themintbank.com
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(CNN) President Donald Trump has
made his displeasure with Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, special counsel
Robert Mueller and the ongoing inves-
tigation into Russia’s interference in
the 2016 election he is leading crystal
clear over the past year. But he took that
critique to new heights on Wednesday
morning, suggesting that Sessions need-
ed to step in and end the investigation.
“This is a terrible situation and Attorney
General Jeff Sessions should stop this
Rigged Witch Hunt right now, before
it continues to stain our country any
further,” Trump tweeted. “Bob Mueller
is totally conflicted, and his 17 Angry
Democrats that are doing his dirty work
are a disgrace to USA!”

“Jeff Sessions should stop this Rigged
Witch Hunt right now.”

That seems like a pretty clear directive,
no?

While there may be some debate over
whether the President tweeting that
Sessions should stop the investigation
is different than him directly telling the
attorney general to do so, we shouldn’t
get too caught up in the semantics here.
What happened last Wednesday
morning: The President of the United
States asked the top law enforcement
official in the country to end an investi-
gation into a) Russia’s active-measures
campaign to interfere in the 2016 pres-
idential election to benefit Trump and
hurt Hillary Clinton and b) the possi-
bility that a member (or members) of
the Trump campaign colluded with the
Russians to aid that end goal.

This is a bridge further than Trump has
been willing to go in the past. Sure, he
has run down Sessions relentlessly ever
since the former Alabama senator de-
cided to recuse himself from the Rus-
sia investigation. (Side note: Sessions’
recusal means that, technically, he can’t
end the probe as Trump wants. That duty
would fall to Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein, who Trump has also
maligned via social media.)
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White House Says Trump’s
Criticism Of Muller’s Russia
Probe At New Heights

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

President Donald Trump (left) has made his displeasure with special coun-
sel Robert Mueller clean to Attorney General Jeff Sessions.

Trump’s lawyers immediately sought to
walk the tweet back. Rudy Giuliani told
CNN'’s Dana Bash that Trump was “was
expressing his opinion on his favorite
medium, Twitter, for asserting his First
Amendment rights” and said the tweet
wasn’t a demand.

“We have been saying for months that it
is time to bring this inquiry to an end,”
Giuliani said in a statement to CNN.
“The President has expressed the same
opinion.”

And, yes, the President has suggested
-- in a broad sense -- that the investi-
gation should end soon. “At what point
does this soon to be $20,000,000 Witch
Hunt, composed of 13 Angry and Heav-
ily Conflicted Democrats and two peo-
ple who have worked for Obama for 8
years, STOP,” Trump tweeted in May.
“They have found no Collussion [sic]
with Russia, No Obstruction, but they
aren’t looking at the corruption.”

But what he has never done before is
specifically direct Sessions to end the
investigation. Which is a big deal. And
provokes a simple question: Why now?

F
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Trump himself provided a semblance of
an answer to that question moments af-
ter he tweeted out his call for Sessions
to bring the special counsel probe to
an end. Ten minutes after the Sessions
tweet, Trump sent this one:

“Paul Manafort worked for Ronald
Reagan, Bob Dole and many other
highly prominent and respected politi-
cal leaders. He worked for me for a very
short time. Why didn’t government tell
me that he was under investigation.
These old charges have nothing to do
with Collusion - a Hoax!”

Manafort, who served as Trump cam-
paign chairman and de facto campaign
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midst of a trial in which he faces numer-
ous charges of financial improprieties
related to his work for the pro-Russia
Ukrainian government. The charges
against Manafort stem directly from the
Mueller probe and are regarded as the
leading edge of the former FBI direc-
tor’s investigation -- which is expected
to reach its conclusion sometime this
fall.

Later, Trump added: “Looking back on
history, who was treated worse, Alfonse
Capone, legendary mob boss, killer and
“Public Enemy Number One,” or Paul
Manafort, political operative & Reagan/
Dole darling, now serving solitary con-
finement - although convicted of noth-
ing? Where is the Russian Collusion?”
And then there’s this: Last week we
learned -- thanks to CNN reporting!
-- that former Trump personal fixer
Michael Cohen says he is willing to
tell Mueller that Trump had advance
knowledge of a June 2016 Trump Tow-
er meeting between top Trump cam-
paign officials and a group of Russians.
Trump has repeatedly denied he knew
about the meeting, which came about
after the Russians -- through an inter-
mediary named Rob Goldstone -- prom-
ised dirt on Clinton to Donald Trump Jr.
(Speaking of Don Jr., he has testified to
Congress under oath that he never told
his father about the meeting before it
happened.)

Those developments come on top of
the fact that five people have already
pleaded guilty to a variety of crimes
in relation to the Mueller probe, and
two high-profile former Trump staffers
-- former national security adviser Mi-
chael Flynn and former deputy cam-
paign chairman Rick Gates -- are coop-
erating with Mueller. Cohen, who could
well face criminal charges on unrelated
matters in connection with an ongoing
investigation by the Southern District

of New York, is also seen as a potential
cooperating

g

witness.

In short: It’s getting a little hot in here
for Trump.

White House press secretary Sar-
ah Sanders insisted Wednesday that
Trump’s morning tweet was “not an or-
der,” saying Trump was expressing his
opinion. “The President is not obstruct-
ing, he’s fighting back.”

Talk to any of the people Trump con-
fides in and they will all tell you that
he believes wholeheartedly that he has
done nothing wrong in connection with
Russia and that the investigation is tru-
ly a witch hunt. But as Mueller creeps
ever closer to Trump’s innermost circle
-- and Cohen as well as longtime Trump
organization chief financial officer Al-
len Weisselberg are as “inner” as you
get -- the pressure grows. And don’t
forget that we know Mueller’s team is
looking not only into Russian efforts in
the 2016 election but also possible ob-
struction of the investigation as it relates
to the removal of Flynn and former FBI
Director James Comey in 2017.
Trump’s lawyers have said he would
be potentially willing to talk to Mueller
about collusion -- NO COLLUSION!
-- but that obstruction would be off
the table for fear that Mueller would
be leading the President into a perjury
trap. Taking obstruction off the table in
light of Trump’s tweet Wednesday tell-
ing Sessions to end the investigation is
-- how to say it? -- interesting.

It’s hard to separate signal from noise
when it comes to Trump’s reactions to
the Mueller probe. But the tweet this
morning is an escalation from what
we’ve seen from this President before.
And we should all be paying very close
attention to what happens next. (Courte-
Sy cnn.com)
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