
Thursday, January 10 , 2018  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Trump claims right to declare border emer-
gency, Democrats to test Republican resolve
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - U.S. President Donald Trump said 
on Wednesday he has a right to declare a national emergency to 
build a wall on the southern border if no deal with Congress can 
be reached on funding the project, but Democrats plan to test 
Republicans’ resolve on the issue.
On the 19th day of a partial government shutdown caused by 
disagreement over the wall, Trump told reporters at the White 
House he may move forward with an emergency declaration if 
Republicans and Democrats cannot work together to resolve the 
funding standoff.
‘My mortgage is due’ Some U.S. federal workers seek shutdown 
cash
But House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi and her fel-
low Democrats plan to advance a bill to immediately reopen the 
Treasury Department, the Securities and Exchange Commission 
and several other agencies that have been partially shut down 
since Dec. 22.
Democrats are eager to force Republicans to choose between 
funding the Treasury’s Internal Revenue Service - at a time when 
it should be gearing up to issue tax refunds to millions of Ameri-
cans - and voting to keep it partially shuttered.
In a countermove, the Trump administration said on Tuesday 
that even without a new shot of funding, the IRS would some-
how make sure those refund checks get sent.
At the White House, Trump told reporters he did not declare a 
national emergency during a televised address on Tuesday night 
because he thought a deal with Congress was still possible.
“Because I think we might work a deal, and if we don’t, I may 
go that route. I have the absolute right to do national emergency 
if I want,” Trump said.
U.S. President Donald Trump talks to reporters as Vice President 
Mike Pence looks on as the president departs after addressing a 
closed Senate Republican policy lunch while a partial govern-
ment shutdown enters its 19th day on Capitol Hill in Washing-
ton, U.S., January 9, 2019. REUTERS/Jim Young
The Republican president’s push for a massive barrier on the 
border has dominated the Washington debate and sparked a po-
litical blame game as both Trump and Democrats remain dug in.
In a nationally televised address on Tuesday night, Trump
urged Congress to give him $5.7 billion this year to help build 
the wall but stopped short of declaring a national emergency to 
pay for it with military funds. “How much more American blood 
must be shed before Congress does its job?” he asked, referring 
to murders he said were committed by illegal immigrants.
Trump went to Capitol Hill on Wednesday to attend a lunch 
meeting of Senate Republicans, and emerged to declare unwav-
ering support for the tough stance he has taken on funds for the 
wall.
“There was no discussion about anything other than solidarity,” 
he told reporters. Trump said “a couple” of senators had talked 
about strategy, but “the Republicans are unified. We want border 
security.”
Asked afterward if he got the impression in the meeting that the 
shutdown would end soon, Republican Senator Tim Scott said: 
“I did not. I think we’re going to be here a while.”
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell opened the Senate 
on Wednesday with an attack on Democrats for not supporting 
Trump’s demand for wall funds.
Pelosi and Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer joined 
furloughed federal workers at a public event before Trump’s 
visit. Pelosi said Trump has “chosen a wall over workers. The 
president needs to end his senseless shutdown.”
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U.S. President Donald Trump talks to reporters as Vice President Mike Pence looks on as the president departs 
after addressing a closed Senate Republican policy lunch while a partial government shutdown enters its 19th 
day on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., January 9, 2019. REUTERS/Jim Young

U.S. focuses on China pledge to buy 
more goods as trade talks end

NEW YORK (Reuters) - After emerging market 
stocks led global equity markets lower in a brutal 
2018, some U.S.-based fund managers are betting 
that the asset class may have the largest rebound in 
the new year.
It may not look likely at the moment, given that an 
economic downturn in China prompted iPhone-mak-
er Apple Inc (AAPL.O) to lower its quarterly 
revenue forecast on Wednesday for the first time in 
a decade. Its shares slumped nearly 10 percent after 
Chief Executive Tim Cook blamed the U.S.-China 
trade war and “economic deceleration,” prompting 
broad selloffs around the world the following day.
Yet fund managers from Westwood Holdings 
Group, GMO, T. Rowe Price and Causeway Capital 
Management are among those who are betting that 
emerging market stocks will post outsized gains in 
2019. They cite a combination of compelling valu-
ations and a likely decline in the value of the dollar 
that will help accelerate economic growth.

As China continues to bear the brunt of U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s focus on trade tariffs, fund 
managers are expecting that shares in countries like 
India, Thailand, Peru, and Brazil will outperform 
the China-dominated emerging market benchmark 

index.
“We want to lean into the fear in the markets,” said 
Sebastien Page, head of asset allocation at T. Rowe 
Price. He expects emerging markets will outperform 
in the year ahead as the Federal Reserve curtails its 
pace of interest rate hikes and the dollar subsides.
“When you have a recovery in risk assets, those that 
have been undervalued can snap back the most,” he 
said.
Emerging markets have been in a bear market since 
September, placing them already four months into 
the deep declines that rocked the U.S. equities 
market in December. The average bear market in 
emerging markets has lasted 220 days and posted a 
decline of 32.4 percent, or about 7 percentage points 
more than the roughly 25 percent drop in the MSCI 
Emerging Market Index since it hit near-record 
highs last January, according to data from Ned Davis 
Research.
While emerging markets started the year with anoth-
er roughly 1.7 percent loss over the first two trading 
sessions, fund managers say they are increasing their 
bets on stocks in countries that are among the most 
beaten-down, expecting they will have the largest 
rebound if and when a global bull market in equities 
resumes.
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Houston City Council members unanimously voted 
Wednesday to approve plans for the renovation of the Me-
morial Park golf course, which will allow the PGA Tour’s 
Houston Open event to be held at the course as early as 
2020.
The vote, which occurred after a week’s delay, will enable 
work to begin within days on the $13.5 million renovation 
plan, to be funded by the Astros Golf Foundation. Renova-
tions need to be completed and the course open for play 
by Nov. 1 for the Houston Open to be played at Memorial 
Park in 2020.
The foundation will pay an annual tournament fee of $1 
million for the PGA Tour event’s use of the city-owned 
course, with $750,000 going to the city and $250,000 to the 
Memorial Park Conservancy. Mayor Sylvester Turner said 
he would recommend that the city’s share of the annual fee 
will be used for city parks.
“As one of the council members said, it’s a win win win 
win,” Astros owner Jim Crane said. “Everybody wins – the 
(Memorial Park) conservancy, the park, the city. We’ll be 
able to raise a lot of funds through the golf tournament 
that will go to charity, and there will be revenue that 
comes into the city being here.”
Giles Kibbe, the Astros’ general counsel and president 
of the Astros Golf Foundation, said the Memorial Park 
course will be closed to the public as of Wednesday after-
noon’s final group of players and that workers will begin 
renovation work at 8 a.m. Thursday.
The weeklong delay was prompted by City Councilmem-
ber Mike Laster’s hope that the city could receive the 
entire $1 million fee. Turner, however, said that would not 
be possible because the park conservancy’s share was part 
of a negotiated settlement on the issue.
At a Tuesday public comment meeting, multiple people 
- including a golf course architect as well as former U.S. 
Attorney Kenneth Magidson - raised questions about the 
project.
Baxter Spann of the golf course architecture firm Finger 
Dye Spann, which oversaw a 1996 renovation of Memo-
rial Park, questioned the feasibility of the timeline for the 
project, which he said was being conducted with “extreme 
haste” and in a “clandestine” manner.

Houston Open headed to Memorial Park 
after council approves renovations

“I’m not against renovating (the course),” 
Spann said. “… What I am against is the 
process that I see unfolding to facilitate this 
project.”
Magidson, who said he plays the course five 
times a week, similarly pleaded with coun-
cil members to vote against the proposal.
“You are the overseers, you are the care-
takers, you are the people who are going 
to protect the crown jewel of the City of 
Houston,” Magidson said. “....I’m asking you 
to oversee if in a way that it will continue to 
be the crown jewel.”
Turner and others responded that the proj-
ect, despite the temporary shutdown, would 
be a boon for golfers in the long run.
“When it comes back, it would be even nic-
er than it is today and the fees will remain 
the same,” Turner said.
Turner, who supported the idea of bringing 
the PGA Tour within the Houston city lim-
its, said the council vote “signifies that we 
were voting not just for Houston’s present, 
but we were voting for Houston’s future.”
“We want Houston to be in the top tier of conversa-
tion across the board, and in order for that to hap-
pen, you have to have things occurring within your 
city that people will focus on around the country,” 
Turner said.
Other golfers said the renovations could make the 
course more difficult for amateurs and recreational 
golfers. Joseph Kratoville described Memorial Park as 
an “anti-country club” and said he prefers playing it 
because he gets to meet regular Houstonians.
Susan Chadwick, president and executive director 
of Save Buffalo Bayou, which described itself as a 
watchdog group regarding development along the 
bayou, submitted a letter to the City Council in sup-
port of Laster’s efforts to capture the entire $1 million 
annual tournament fee for the city parks department.
She also questioned whether the city should seek a 
higher fee for the use of Memorial Park for the PGA 
Tour event.



A devotee yawns as he waits for the arrival of the statue of the Black Nazarene 
on its feast day outside Quiapo Church in Manila

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte and his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe toast before a 
dinner, in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, January 9, 2019. REUTERS/Piroschka van de Wouw

Lisa Su, president and CEO of AMD, talks about AMD’s 3rd generation Ryzen desktop proces-
sor during a keynote address at the 2019 CES in Las Vegas
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US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (L) meets with Nechirvan Barzani, outgoing Prime Minister of 
Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan Regional Government, in Erbil, Iraq, January 9, 2019. Andrew Caballe-
ro-Reynolds/Pool via REUTERS

A general view of the new French National Handball Complex “Maison du Handball” in 
Creteil on the outskirts of Paris

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his Dutch counterpart Mark Rutte (not pic-
tured) hold a joint news conference in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, January 9, 2019. 
REUTERS/Piroschka van de Wouw

U.S. President Trump sepaks to reporters after Senate Republican policy meeting on Capitol 
Hill in Washington

Lisa Su, president and CEO of AMD, talks with Phil Spencer, Head of Xbox and Executive Vice President of 
Gaming for Microsoft, during the 2019 CES in Las Vegas
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COMMUNITY
aboard the Titanic II in 2022! The of-

setting off for its two-week maiden voy-
age in 2022 and will follow the origi-
nal 1912 voyage plans. The ship will 
feature the same exact cabin layout and 
will sail from Dubai to Southampton, 
England and then to New York. This 
means it will be embarking on the same 
North Atlantic route which brought 
many original Titanic passengers to 
their death on April 12th, 1912.
Construction of the replica ship only re-

that held up the $500 million project 
for a few years. The replica will car-
ry about 2,400 passengers (almost the 
same amount as the original ship) and, 
to many passengers’ relief, it will have 
modern navigation and safety features 
aboard.

Titanic – 1912 from the original 
video footage / YouTube

After the maiden voyage is complete 
(and let’s hope this time it actually gets 
complete) the Titanic II will embark on 
other global routes. Blue Line chairman 
Clive Palmer has opened up about the 
other possible routes the ship may take 
on.
“The ship will follow the original jour-
ney, carrying passengers from South-
ampton to New York, but she will also 
circumnavigate the globe, inspiring and 
enchanting people while attracting unri-
valed attention, intrigue and mystery in 
every port she visits,” Palmer said in an 
interview with MSN.

The original project was suspended for 
-

ny ‘being in dispute with Chinese Gov-
ernment owned Citic Limited over the 
non-payment of hundreds of millions 
of dollars of royalties owed to Palmer 
companies’, according to the Blue Star 
Line website.
“Citic Limited was just exporting mil-
lions of dollars of Mineralogy resources 
and refusing to pay for them,” Palmer 

The original Titanic ship of 1912 has 

sparked a great deal of mystery, debate, 
and conspiracies over the last several 
decades. Some of the major myths and 
legends include the ship originally be-
ing regarded as ‘unsinkable’ due to the 
White Star Line previously declaring 
her as such. The safety features onboard 
were highly emphasized and it was 
heavily publicized that sinking acci-
dents were highly unlikely.

Additionally, in 1936, a radio operator 
named Gordon Cosgrave claimed to 
have received long-delayed echo SOS 
messages from the Titanic 24 years after 
they were sent out. One of the more fa-
mous stories is that of the Titanic ship’s 

-
ing “Nearer, My God, to Thee”.  More 
information here:  https://www.youtube.
com/watch?time_continue=1&v=STnE
Lo90K5o                                             

(Courtesy doyouremember.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Titanic – 1912 from the original video footage / YouTube

The Titanic II Will Set Sail In 2022 And             
Follow The Original Voyage Plans From 1912
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BUSINESS
A bankruptcy judge decided on Tuesday 
to give Sears Chairman Eddie Lampert 
another chance to buy the retailer out of 
bankruptcy and save roughly 50,000 jobs.
Sears Holdings had planned to reject 
Lampert’s bid to save the 126-year-old 
company, which would have put it on a 
course to liquidation.
Lampert had put forward a $4.4 billion 
bid to save Sears through his hedge fund 
ESL Investments. One of the biggest unre-
solved issues had that it fell short of cov-
ering the fees and vendor payment it owes, 
making it “administratively insolvent.”
ESL protested Sears’ decision. ESL, which 
worked over the weekend to improve its 
offer, pointed to the advisory fees that 
Sears has racked up during bankruptcy, a 
person familiar told CNBC. Such fees are 
part of Sears’ administrative expenses.
Ultimately, the bankruptcy judge gave 
Lampert more time — but at a cost. ESL 
will now be required to pay a $120 million 
deposit by 4:00 p.m. Wednesday. Sears 
will allow Lampert to participate in a pre-
viously scheduled auction Monday, when 
it will compare ESL’s offer to others by 
liquidators. But it’s unclear where he will 
get the funds to back his offer. A person 
familiar with the situation told CNBC 
Lampert has been working to get the fi-
nancing.

The people requested anonymity because 
the information is confidential.
A liquidation remains a possibility, and 
even if it comes to that pieces of the sto-
ried retailer could still be salvaged, like its 
home services business.
Lampert’s grand plan was to fortify two 
struggling retailers, Sears and Kmart, by 
combining them in 2005. But the com-
bined companies became victim of savvi-
er competition, changing shopping habits 
and, many have argued, poor manage-
ment.
Lampert’s background as a hedge fund 
manager, once deemed the next Warren 
Buffett, proved to be poor preparation for 
battling retail titans like Walmart, Tar-

get and Amazon. Lampert believed that 
a strong loyalty program and data made 
investing in stores and advertising option-
al, people familiar with the situation have 
said. As Sears’ losses piled up, it didn’t 
have a choice, it couldn’t invest.
Sears’ last profitable year was in 2010. For 
the past five years, the ratio of Sears’ capi-
tal expenditures to sales has been less than 
1 percent, even as its sales have more than 
halved in the same time period.

Without proper attention, Sears lost rele-
vancy and its customers’ loyalty.
Sears had a little under 700 stores when 
it filed for bankruptcy in October, but it 
has since whittled that down to an expect-
ed footprint of roughly 400. It employed 
68,000 workers at the time of its filing.

ESL declined to com-
ment. Sears did not im-
mediately respond to re-

quests for comment.

Proof of failure
At the time Sears and Kmart merged, 
Sears was looking for more products to 
sell in its stores to counterbalance the 
infrequency with which people bought 
its hallmark appliances like dishwashers. 
Kmart had access to apparel brands that 
previously refused to sell in Sears. It also 
offered Sears valuable suburban and urban 
real estate to get it out of the mall.
Kmart, which filed for bankruptcy in 
2002, needed scale to help compete 
against Walmart. The Bentonville, Arkan-
sas, retailer had invested in technology 
Kmart had long neglected. Walmart’s so-
phisticated operations allowed scale and 
the ability to sell at a deep discount that 
Kmart could not keep up with.
Lampert saw opportunity in both. The 
former Goldman Sachs intern had wowed 

investors with his ability to turn around 
the auto parts store AutoZone. Armed 
with his hedge fund ESL Investments and 
the confidence of a man nicknamed “the 
next Warren Buffet,” Lampert believed 
he could concoct a similar turnaround in 
Kmart and Sears. He believed he saw val-
ue where others didn’t.
Lampert bought Kmart out of bankruptcy 
through ESL and ultimately combined it 
with Sears, to create Sears Holdings Cor-
poration.

But Lampert was battling a national de-
cline in the department store industry, as 
shoppers abandoned the mall and favored 
casual over formal wear. Department 
stores accounted for 14.5 percent of all 
North American retail purchases in 1985 
but only 4.3 percent last year, according 
to Neil Saunders, managing director of 
GlobalData Retail. Sears’ peers, like Bon-
Ton and Mervyn’s, whittled away, while 
rivals like Macy’s and Kohl’s poured 
money into their businesses to be among 
the ones left standing.
Walmart and Target proved relentless in 
their competition. The companies scaled 
quickly and poured money into private 
label brands, which were better in quality 
than those sold at Sears and Kmart.
As Sears’ competitors invested in its 
stores, Sears took a different approach. 
Lampert believed that a strong loyalty 
program and data made investing in stores 
and advertising optional, people famil-
iar with the situation have said. Then, as 
Sears’ sales fell and its losses piled up, it 
no longer had a choice — investment fell 
out of reach.
Sears shrank its store-base, in a desper-
ate attempt of to regain profitability. The 
stores that remained were in disarray, with 
outdated fixtures, dark lighting and piles 
of unwanted clothes. Sears lost relevancy 
and its customers’ loyalty.
Then Amazon arrived. Shoppers’ attention 
— and dollars — shifted to the newer and 
better “everything store.” (Courtesy cnbc.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

OVERVIEW

Eddie Lampert’s $4.4 billion offer was the only bid that could keep the 

company going in its entirety. 

Sears, which also owns Kmart, filed for bankruptcy in October. 

ESL plans to contest Sears’ decision, pointing   

to the money it’s spent on advisors

Sears Gets Another Chance To Avoid Shutting Down
Court Allows Chairman Eddie Lampert 
Another Chance To Buy Sears, Pushing
     Off Decision To Shutter The Stores
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意大利议会在2019年元旦之前通过

批准了新的预算法案。其中，备受关注

的“全民基本收入”(或称“国民补贴

”)预计将可从2019年4月开始申请，并

且该福利惠及到居住在意大利的外国移

民。每月的津贴最高可达780欧元。

据报道，当地时间2018年 12月 30

日，意大利众议院投票批准了此前已在

参议院通过的2019年预算法案。除了将

原定的2.4%的赤字率降低至2.04%外，

备受关注的“全民基本收入”也有了定

论。报道称，该项福利措施依然惠及到

居住在意大利的外国人。也就是说，外

国移民也可以领取该项补贴。

欧盟法院认为，社会福利的发放范

围应包括拥有长期居留的外国人。根据

意大利和欧洲的各项法律及公约，外国

公民不能被排除在社会福利之外。而且

意大利宪法法院也一再表示，社会福利

必须人人平等，不管是意大利人还是外

国人。

报道称，意大利大约有180万个家

庭生活在贫困线下。根据法案，预计约

有130万个家庭将可获得“全民基本收

入”福利，包括20万外国移民家庭。法

案规定，在意大利至少居住满5年，并

且持有长期居留的外国人，同样可以申

请获得该福利，每月的津贴最高可达

780欧元。(例如，每月收入500欧元的

申请者将有权获得每月280欧元的补助

。)

“国民补贴”申请必须满足条件

1.外国移民居住满5年+持长期居留

该福利政策此前一直是各方关注的

焦点。此前意大利副总理迪马约曾宣布

：在意大利生活10年以上的外国居民，

也有权利享受“全民基本收入”补贴。

而根据此次最新通过的法案规定，外国

人只需要居住满5年(并满足以下申请人

必须具备的所有条件2-4条)即可。

根据意大利国家统计局此前的研究

数据，意大利共有大约500万人处于绝

对贫困状态。其中外国人有150万，占

总数的31.8%。

2.家庭综合年收入ISEE低于9360欧

元+家庭年收入低于12600欧元

家庭综合年收入 ISEE(核心家庭经

济收入状况的评估，根据家庭年收入和

家庭财产情况，比如固定资产和不固定

资产，以及租房和贷款情况来进行评估)

在9360欧元以内。

另外，申请人还必须满足家庭年收

入不高于12600欧元(如果是单人家庭，

不得超过6000欧元)的要求。

3.不动产价值不超过3万欧、存款

不超过6000欧元以及其他条件

据报道，申请人还需具备其不动产

价值不超过3万欧元的条件。银行存款

等不超过6000欧元，如果是3人家庭，

存款不超过1万欧元。

申请人在申请前6个月内没有注册

购买大排量汽车(1.6L以上)或250排量以

上的摩托车。

4.申请家庭必须遵守相关协议及使

用“全民基本收入”的相关义务

申请领取“全民基本收入”需要在

相关就业中心登记，并提供书面证明。

申请者必须参加培训课程，并为所在城

市的市政府每周免费工作8小时，而且

不得无故拒绝就业中心提供的工作超过

3次。这笔补贴的每一笔消费都将受到

监控，这些数据将越过银行直接进入到

政府的数据库中。

“全民基本收入”的使用范围将有

非常严格的要求，只能用于最基本的消

费需求，比如购买食品、衣服或者支付

房租，“不能用于买烟，不能用来进行

网上购物，更不能买彩票，甚至可能连

餐厅消费也不行。”

何时开始提交申请？最多能领几个

月？

据报道，“全民基本收入”将从

2019年4月开始实施，并在申请后的一

个月发放。最长期限为“连续不超过18

个月”，并且在到期一个月后可接着再

续18个月。

报道称，意大利政府将于2019年1

月设立一个“国民补贴”官方网站。届

时，将会在该网站上找到申请相关的表

格。

意大利“国民补贴”4月开始申请

2019 年新年伊始才 5 分钟，美国

劳工部就接到近10万件申请临时工作

签证的要求，如潮涌至的空前需求令

接受申请的政府网站一度瘫痪。

直到当地时间 2日，网站仍然关

闭，使数以千计小企业无所适从。这

些企业包括餐馆、庭园公司和其他季

节性业者。

据报道，提出申请是展开复杂的

H-2B签证审核作业的第一个步骤，这

种签证名额有限，并需通过三个政府

部会核准。

美国劳工部在申请签证的网站发

布通告说，正努力在几天内让申请系

统准备就绪，以接受创纪录的H-2B申

请案件，并将于当地时间 3日发布进

一步通告。

临时工作签证竞争激烈。2018 年

最后一天，美国各地企业老板和移民

律师都紧盯着时钟，午夜一到就抢先

送件，以免开春和入夏人手不足。

H-2B 签证每年最多核发 66000 份

，每 6个月一期，每期各占一半。美

国劳工部说，网站1日凌晨开放收件最

初几分钟，登入数量约比2018年初多

出30倍。

一位移民律师说，每个人都盯着

时钟等网站开放，因为大家都知道只

要稍慢一点就会满额。

2018 年元旦当天，企业界共申请

超过 81000 名夏季临时工，促使劳工

部改用先到先审程序，因此申请者

分秒必争。

企业获得劳工部的认可凭证后

，必须提出文件描述他们曾试图为

同一职务雇用美国人不成，然后向

国土安全部提出请愿。由于需求剧

增，2018 年，国安部采用抽签。不

在美国的劳工也必须向美国国务院

申请签证。

受理申请的网站瘫痪，使已经关

卡重重的申请程序更加麻烦，企业也

更加头痛，因为必须为即将来临的旺

季安排人力或雇用合约人员。

一名企业老板说：“我们都不敢

相信需求会大到使网站出故障。”

申H2B签证分秒必争
登录人数过多
致政府网站瘫痪

目前在英国留学的45万海外学生中

，中国留学生占约10万人，多年来稳居

人数第一。2018年签证到期的留学生中

，97%都“按时离境”。英国在即将决定

脱欧国策之际，新的移民政策倾向吸收

更多人才，限制低技能移民进入英国。

英国宣布脱欧已经两年多，虽就如

何脱欧、甚至是否脱欧仍有不断争议和

分歧，但英国经济仍保持稳定增长，伦

敦成熟的金融环境、透明的法律体系，

合理的税务系统，英国央行继续相对宽

松的货币政策，造就了让全球投资者趋

之若鹜的一个市场。

英国还以完善的初级和高等教育体

系，享誉世界的高教院校和世界一流的

教学和科研能力，继续吸引着包括中国

在内的世界各地出类拔萃的年轻人到英

国留学、深造，世界各地很多优秀人才

最后选择留在英国定居生活，发展其事

业。

目前在英国留学的45万海外学生

中，中国留学生占约10万人，多年来

稳居第一。英国移民政策发生变化，他

们也是受到影响的最大留学生群体。之

后的第二大非欧盟留学英国学生群体是

美国留学生，人数大约在1.76万。

非法与合法移民问题

但是，与此同时，作为拥有宽松的

多元文化、良好的社会福利和保护基本

人权的英国，在一个全球化的时代，也

同时吸引着世界各地战乱、动荡和经济

落后地区的人们，希望到英国来。

随着欧盟扩大，数量巨大的欧盟移

民问题近年来成为困扰英国社会的问题

，成为2016年英国全民公决做出脱欧

决定的主要导火索。

脱欧的决定并没有遏制非法移民前

往英国的潮流。2019年新年前夜，成千

上万来自伊朗、叙利亚、伊拉克和南亚

等等地区的非法移民，不惜向偷渡集团

缴纳数千英镑的费用，仍试图乘坐橡皮

艇横渡英吉利海峡进入英国。迫使英国

政府调动军舰巡逻阻止大规模偷渡。

英国政府在承诺限制移民数量之际

，也认识到必须区分前来定居英国的移

民，做到真正的公平合理。政府的有识

之士认识到，需要在政策上保护人才，

才能有利于社会的健康发展。

在英国高校等各方呼吁下，英国政府

近年来已经开始越来越重视留学生对英国

经济、就业和发展的重要作用，将留学生

群体与低技能移民群体区别对待。

移民政策改革

不久前，英国政府发布被称为40

年来英国移民政策最大改革的白皮书，

计划对来自欧盟内外的移民一视同仁。

白皮书做出的最重要的一项移民政

策调整，是明确区分低技能移民和高技

能移民，确保移民政策对人才的合理倾

斜。

上述变化对包括来自中国的留学生

是利好的政策。根据移民机构的统计数

据，来自非欧盟地区移民英国的人员中

，高达46%的比例是留学生。相比来自

欧盟地区的移民，这一比例只有27%。

2008 年 6月，英国政府开始签发

PSW签证，即允许在英国就读的本科及

以上的国际学生，在毕业之后拥有两年

的时间在英找工作或者开展商业活动。

但PSW签证在实施过程中，也有

不少来自欧盟以外的发展中国家移民以

留学为名义进入英国打工并实现移民。

在移民问题引发社会争议的压力下，英

国政府2012年4月取消了PSW签证。

2019年初将开始进入磋商讨论的新

移民政策虽然没有恢复PSW签证，但

政府早已在对来自中国的留学签证政策

上放宽限制。截至2018年3月，英国已

经向中国学生签发了约8.9万份Tier4学

习签证，签发量在过去12个月内增长

了15%，签发率99%。

此外，在新的移民政策规划中，还

取消了目前对高技能移民申请工作签证

的每年2.07万人的名额限制，以便不论

是来自欧盟还是来自世界其它地区的医

生、工程师、音乐家，飞机驾驶员，经

纪人，图书管理员，食品检查员，测量

员，建筑师等等高技能人才都可以申请

工作签证。

这将实际拓宽部分有才能的留学生

在完成学业后在英就业途径，以便其在

是否留在英国生活和发展事业有更大的

选择余地。

赴英留学利好
英国新移民政策
倾向吸收更多人才

美联社与芝加哥大学全国民意研

究中心联合创办的公共事务研究中心

近期进行了一项民意调查，结果显示

，近半数的美国人认为，移民问题是

政府2019年应解决的首要问题。

调查结果显示，49%的受访者认为

，移民是他们希望政府在2019年解决

的首要问题之一。无论是民主党人，

还是共和党人，对移民问题的关注度

都相较前一年有所提高。其中，65%的

共和党人认为移民是美国面临的最重

要问题。在2017年 12月的调查中，这

一比例为42%。在民主党人中，有37%

的人将移民问题列为重要问题。在

2017年，这一比例仅为20%。

除移民问题外，经济、医保、教

育等议题仍然是大部分美国人2019年

关注的重点。此外，美国人对于环境

和气候问题的关注也有显著上升。这

与过去一年美国山火频发和飓风灾害

不无关系。

调查显示，六成的美国人对国家

的现状不满。大多数美国人，不论党

派身份如何，都对这个国家的政治现

状感到不满。八成美国人认为，就一

些重要的价值观而言，这个国家存在

极大的分歧。仅有23%的受访者期待

这一现状在未来五年会有所改善。

调查还显示，年轻人对于2019年的

前景持更为乐观的态度。在年龄为18至

29岁的受访者中，有58%的人认为2019

年将会是更好的一年。而年龄在30岁及

以上的受访者中这一比例仅为32%。

美联社与芝加哥大学全国民意研

究中心联合创办的公共事务研究中心

于2018年12月13日至16日期间进行了

这项调查，参与调查的成年人为1067

名。

民调显示
美国人2019年
最关注移民问题
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美国景观设计之父奥姆斯特德曾说

过，公园是一件艺术品，随着岁月的积

淀，公园会日益被注入文化底蕴。一座

公园就是一段历史，公园里的一座拱桥

、一个雕塑、一棵老树，都是我们值得

铭记的过去。

偶尔遇到一个精致的城市公园，我

也很想介绍给你们看看。

远远看上去，背景的群山连绵起伏

，前面的建筑古意十足，还有一汪清清

的湖。这个感觉是不是很像江南的古典

园林？

这是临海的东湖公园。

如果你去搜索东湖公园，很多地方

都有。深圳、成都、广州……都有东湖

公园。但是临海的东湖公园，清文人俞

樾曾经称赞：“杭州有西湖，台州有东

湖。东湖之胜，小西湖也”。能被叫做

小西湖，这里必然是美的如同人间仙境

了。

临海这个名字，听上去就是个靠着

大海的海滨城市。它位于浙江省东南沿

海，距省会杭州245公里，是台州的一

个县级市。明明是一座泛着浓郁历史风

味的小城，却鲜活的让人不敢相信。如

果你来了临海，你一定会爱上这里惬意

的生活。

东湖，由北宋年间的台州郡守钱暄

疏淩拓建而成，因紧临台州府城墙东侧

而得名，南北长近 500米，东西宽约

150米。如果你登高远看，烟波浩渺的

东湖与古长城城楼遥相呼应，山水相依

之间，古城独特的风韵油然而生。

东湖公园的布置和临海一样，背山

面水、三面青山环抱。古人云，一运、

二命、三风水。从古至今，世人推崇的

风水都是“前有景观，后有高山；左有

河流，右有通道”的布局。而东湖公园

就是一处绝佳的地域。

东湖总面积为280亩，湖中有两条

的横堤。一条东西向的横堤将全湖一分

为二，南曰前湖，北曰后湖，横堤东西

两端各有一石拱桥跨湖岸；而另一条南

北走向的纵堤则将后湖又一分为东、西

后湖。所以东湖分为三大景区：湖东景

区，湖心景区和后湖景区。

在东湖公园里惬意闲逛，那一汪湖

水，澄澈透明。微风拂过，波光粼粼，

总让人疑心，这湖水下面是不是有很多

鱼儿。水是最富有生气的因素，无水不

活。湖水作为东湖公园的中心，在整个

公园中形成了一个广阔的开放空间，给

人一种既幽静又开朗的奇妙之感。如果

有机会，乘一页小舟泛湖，相信和现在

在岸上看到的东湖公园又是不一样的感

觉了。

在拥挤的城市之间，得这一方自在

天地，让那些远离山川的人们浅浅的实

现自己游历山川的理想，东湖公园的就

是祖国美好山河的缩影。

除了自然的山与水，公园里的建筑

非常有意思。

随处可见的黑白灰三色为主的粉墙

黛瓦充满了江南的韵味。在绿树掩映下

，这景色就像是一幅经典的水墨画。我

记得道家在色彩的观念上认为“色者，

白立而五色成矣”，喜欢黑白这些平淡

素净的色彩。大概这就是江南多这样建

筑的原因吧。

细看这些建筑的细节，木质的雕花

镂空十分精美。虽然我看不出来这都是

雕了些什么故事，但一点不影响我内心

深深的喜爱之情。

很多建筑我觉得不仅满足了人们行

、观、游的需求，更是起着点景、隔景

的作用。比如这个湖心亭。

所谓亭者“停”也，是供游人休息

的地方。湖心亭在一个湖中洲上，可以

说是全湖揽胜之最佳地点。湖心亭气度

宏伟、构造精巧。共有亭阁三层，每层

飞檐八出。

当你走进这个湖心亭，吹拂过湖面

的微风为你带来远方的草木香气。抬头

，顶上是精巧的木质结构，远方是看不

尽的水面。你不会感觉自己身处都市之

中。

走到寂寂无人的地方，一座曲廊如

一道飞虹横跨水面。遇到风雨天气，身

处曲廊之中，看着雨点打破水面，听着

滴答的雨声，这该是怎样的一种享受啊

。

走着走着，你还能听到当地人的表

演。合着二胡的声音，歌声在湖面上飘

得很远很远。

说来，东湖公园真的美。不大的小

小空间内，给人感觉就像是看过了名山

大川。它以它的小巧，浓缩了“东南形

胜”的无限精华。

它是一个合格的城市公园，代表了

临海这座城市的沧桑与荣耀。如果你喜

欢那些充满故事、充满历史的城市公园

，别错过东湖公园，临海这座。

台州这个公园 被称为小西湖

海子说：“从明天起，做一个幸福

的人。喂马、劈柴，周游世界。从明天

起，关心粮食和蔬菜。我有一所房子，

面朝大海，春暖花开”。短短几句，表

现了诗人对质朴、单纯而自由的人生境

界的向往，对永恒与未知的探寻。

我也非常喜欢海。海有一种神奇的

魔力，充满了诱惑又充满了惊险。无风

的时候，它沉静得像恋人深邃的眼眸；

风大的时候，汹涌之潮拍案而来。最美

当属日落和日出的时刻，整个霞色的天

空把海水都染上胭脂的色彩。如果是我

，我也想有一所房子，面朝大海，春暖

花开。

在国内，提到海很多人的第一反应

就是三亚。不过我今天可不是要给你们

推荐三亚，我给你们看看另一片海——

青岛的海。比起三亚海的温柔，青岛的

海则多了几分豪情。

这片长长的沙滩叫做“灵山湾城市

阳台”，位于灵山湾旅游度假区核心区

，是青岛西海岸最大的社会公益性项目

，也是青岛市第一个大型免费公益性城

市休闲公园。

你们看这个名字，城市阳台，是不

是起的非常妙？百度百科上是这么定义

阳台的，阳台是建筑物室内的延伸，是

居住者呼吸新鲜空气、晾晒衣物、摆放

盆栽的场所，其设计需要兼顾实用与美

观的原则。那么这片城市阳台，就是城

市建筑的延伸。在这里，你能呼吸到新

鲜空气、晒晒太阳，就像在家里的阳台

一样。

当地人说，这里原先是一片荒凉的

海滩，有的地方长满野草，平时根本不

会有什么人来，没想到经过改造，摇身

一变，竟然这么美。现在这里没有淤泥

，水质干净。当地人都喜欢到这里来游

泳，被赞为“周边最干净的沙滩”。

说起来，青岛的特产很多。啤酒、

海鲜、脸基尼和黄渤……青岛整个城市

给人的感觉就是豪气，这点在喜欢大口

大口喝啤酒、吃蛤蜊的青岛人身上展现

得淋漓尽致。

海是青岛最好的一张名片，青岛沙

滩多、海岸线长，是名副其实的海洋之

城，拥有710多公里的海岸线，49个海

湾。城市阳台就是其中之一。

城市阳台由城市阳台景观区、灵山

湾第一海水浴场、中央湖及市民文化广

场、文化会展公园、大卢河景观桥等组

成，无论你想在这里沿海边步道运动、

还是想慢慢的踱步观赏海景，亦或是看

看这里凝聚的青岛文化，都可以。

公园里，白色的海鸥聚集于此。不

需多说，你一定能感受到这里的自然与

淳朴。

白日的时候，数公里金白相间的沙

滩在阳光的照耀下闪闪发光，沙粒细软

洁白。抓一把在手里，又马上从指缝间

溜走。极目远眺，远方的海和看得不甚

清晰的山融为了一体，形成了一幅极美

的图画。

偶尔有一叶小舟驶过，在大片大片

的海面衬托下，小舟显得更加小。慢慢

悠悠的划过一条长长的痕迹，向着远方

而去。

若你忍不住，想下去痛痛快快的游

个泳，沙滩上的瞭望塔旁边用中韩日三

国文字标注了游泳区和非游泳区。可千

万要遵守规定啊。

我很喜欢大卢河景观桥的设计。大

卢河景观桥是连接大卢河东、西两岸的

景观通廊，也是城市阳台的重要组成部

分。

整个景观桥的造型曲折而流畅，桥

长140米，宽10.6米。走在上面，感受

忽高忽低的变化，远眺前方的海景，吹

吹微咸的海风，好不惬意。

等到天再晚一些，最美的部分来了

。落日挥洒着淡淡的金色和橙色，而海

变成了一种更深的蓝。配上周围的树和

凉亭，这感觉就像是某个时间过得很慢

很慢的度假村。

白天热闹的广场，褪去了喧嚣，变

得静谧。

再暗一点，广阔的大海上空空荡荡

，辽远的天空里看不到一丝云朵，完全

变成了一个染色盘。从黄到橙，再到紫

，最后和海水的蓝相接。

大卢河景观桥像是一条丝带，横亘

其间。

渐渐地，你的所有烦恼与忧伤都消

散了，周围的景致变得模糊。不需要任

何思考，只慢慢看着就好。

智者乐水，仁者乐山。智者动，仁

者静。智者乐，仁者寿。看看大海，人

的心胸也会渐渐变得宽广起来。我们的

境界也许永远达不到智者的水平，但只

要那一刻我们是满足的就够了。

曾经荒凉的海滩 如今有了不输三亚的绝美海景
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忙了一年，終於到了享受豐收成
果的季節了。陽光傳奇高爾夫球場的
球手們和朋友們都翹首期待的十二月
份比賽和聖誕派對完美落幕。當天比
賽打出了極好的成績，尤其是華裔球
手，這次表現出色，包攬了A組前三
名。George吳教授得到全場最低桿

（Gross-76）大獎，華裔選手Anna
王，並入男子組B組參加比賽，拿到
了B組開球最遠的大獎杯。這次比賽
報名人數36人，實到參加比賽的34
人。由於是聖誕假期，很多人都外出
度假，能有這么多人參加比賽，實屬
驚喜萬分。打球，遊泳，燒烤，美酒

，美食，聯誼舞會加上卡啦OK令全
體選手及到場嘉賓們度過一個美好佳
節夜晚。陽光傳奇高爾夫球休閑山莊
俱樂部占地209.55 畝，球場是一共
擁有共18個洞7061碼的標準高爾夫
場地。目前該休閑中心建築面積高達
1萬平方尺，活動中心面積有6000

尺，快餐部和高爾夫商店2000尺，
還有一個西式小教堂2000尺。室外
有高爾夫球練習場，2 個網球場，一
個遊泳池，一個籃球場，一個釣魚湖
，一個兩畝的野餐郊遊地。集高端休
閑和野營為一體。

陽光傳奇高爾夫球員錦標賽暨陽光傳奇高爾夫球員錦標賽暨
年終聖誕節派對集錦回顧年終聖誕節派對集錦回顧

陽光傳奇董事長陽光傳奇董事長JameJame 羅頒發獎項給羅頒發獎項給AA組獲組獲
獎者獎者（（從左到右從左到右）：）：最近洞獎最近洞獎 （（Closest toClosest to
the Pinthe Pin））Aaron EstelAaron Estel，， 第一名第一名GeorgeGeorge吳吳，，
第二名第二名JohnJohn蔣蔣，，第三名第三名HenryHenry任任，，開球最遠開球最遠

距離獎距離獎 Armando FloresArmando Flores。。

BB組獲獎者組獲獎者（（從左到右從左到右）：）：開球最遠距離獎開球最遠距離獎AnnaAnna王王，，第二第二
名名CharlesCharles馬馬，，第一名第一名MichaelMichael鄭鄭，，第三名第三名Wayne TaylorWayne Taylor，，

最近洞獎最近洞獎KevinKevin 吳吳。。

由陽光傳奇形象大使由陽光傳奇形象大使AnnieAnnie 安頒發給全場安頒發給全場
最低桿大獎得主最低桿大獎得主((7676桿桿))同時也是同時也是AA組第一組第一

名名GeorgeGeorge吳教授吳教授

比賽競爭激烈比賽競爭激烈 選手們合影於比賽中選手們合影於比賽中

華裔選手華裔選手AnnaAnna王榮獲王榮獲BB組大獎組大獎 陽光傳奇形象大使劉琪為陽光傳奇形象大使劉琪為
選手及到場嘉賓們抽出當選手及到場嘉賓們抽出當

天準備的特別獎品天準備的特別獎品

本報記者秦鴻鈞攝影本報記者秦鴻鈞攝影

慶祝中美建交四十周年主題書畫展慶祝中美建交四十周年主題書畫展 開幕式開幕式((上上))

萊斯大學校長萊斯大學校長（（右起右起））李達偉李達偉、、孫月萍夫婦孫月萍夫婦
觀看進口處海報觀看進口處海報。。

出席開幕式式的嘉賓共同主持畫展剪綵儀式出席開幕式式的嘉賓共同主持畫展剪綵儀式。。

出席開幕式的貴賓出席開幕式的貴賓（（左起左起））畫展策展人畫家張要畫展策展人畫家張要
武武、、活動主席吳因潮活動主席吳因潮、、副總領事王昱副總領事王昱、、總領事李總領事李
強民大使強民大使、、萊斯大學校長李達偉萊斯大學校長李達偉、、孫月萍夫婦孫月萍夫婦、、

國畫大師張大干之女張心慶女士國畫大師張大干之女張心慶女士。。

出席大會的貴賓出席大會的貴賓。。

出席大會的貴賓出席大會的貴賓。。 總領事李強民大使在大會上致詞總領事李強民大使在大會上致詞。。

（（左起左起 ））張大千大師的孫女婿饒軍張大千大師的孫女婿饒軍、、大會共同大會共同
主席豐建偉主席豐建偉、、 「「美南山東同鄉會美南山東同鄉會」」 會長房文清會長房文清

在大會入口處合影在大會入口處合影。。

美國國會議員美國國會議員Pete OlsonPete Olson 亞裔事務外聯部部長亞裔事務外聯部部長
張晶晶在大會上以手機與老布希總統長孫張晶晶在大會上以手機與老布希總統長孫，，現現
任德州土地委員會主任喬治任德州土地委員會主任喬治PP 布什通話布什通話。。

山東同鄉會會長山東同鄉會會長（（右起右起））孫鐵漢孫鐵漢、、房文清及山房文清及山
東省朗誦藝術家協會理事楊復等人在張大千畫東省朗誦藝術家協會理事楊復等人在張大千畫

像前合影像前合影。。
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