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LOCAL NEWS

Millions in 
artwork, 
jewelry sto-
len from 
Buzbee’s 
home, po-
lice say

Three cases of the measles have been confirmed in Harris County, the 
county health department announced Monday.
The patients are two boys under the age of 2 and a woman between 
the ages of 25 and 35. All three patients reside in northwest part of the 
county.
‘TEXAS WALKS DANGEROUS PATH:’ Houston’s current vaccina-
tion rate is appalling, editorial board says
Texas becomes the tenth state to report a measles case in the past year. 
The most, at least 209 cases since October, have occurred in New York, 
an outbreak linked to unvaccinated children’s travel to Israel.
There have also been 48 cases reported this year in the state of Wash-
ington, which has declared a state of emergency. A vast majority of 
those who came down with measles were not vaccinated against the 
disease, health officials there report.
It was unclear Monday whether the individuals in Harris County were 
vaccinated.
The last confirmed report of a measles case in Harris County was by 
the City of Houston in 2018. This year, there are currently six con-
firmed reports of measles cases in the state of Texas.
There are no current measles cases in Houston.
“Measles is a highly contagious respiratory disease caused by a virus, 
which spreads to others through coughing and sneezing,” said Dr. 
Umair A. Shah, executive director for Harris County Public Health.

Three cases of measles confirmed in Har-
ris County

By Todd Ackerman

“However, it is easily preventable. 
Parents and caregivers have the 
power to protect their children and 
themselves from this disease by get-
ting vaccinated.”

Other states that have reported 
measles cases this year are Hawaii, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Colorado, California and Georgia.

Police are investigating a burglary 
at the home of Tony Buzbee, a 
millionaire lawyer running for 
mayor of Houston.
Buzbee, who hosted a Super Bowl 
party Sunday at his River Oaks 
mansion, awoke at 6 a.m. Monday 
and found someone in his home, 
he said in a Facebook post
The suspect made off with several 
million dollars’ worth of artwork 
and jewelry, a Houston police 
spokesperson said.
Buzbee was armed and attempted 
to shoot the burglar, he said, but 

his gun misfired. Buzbee’s two 
children were home at the time, 
but nobody was injured.

“I’m a bit shaken up by this, and 
as I’m sure anyone knows who 
has went through this, don’t feel 
exactly safe in my own home,” he 
wrote.

Lawyer Tony Buzbee, shown here 
during a news conference last 
month, says he awoke to rob-
bers in his River Oak home early 
Monday.



Balloon vendor is pictured on the eve of the Lunar New Year of the Pig in 
Singapore

People walk inside a Chinese temple during the celebration of the Lunar New Year in China-
town in Bangkok

People wait to plant the first joss stick of the Lunar New Year of the Pig at the stroke of mid-
night at the Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho temple in Singapore
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Editor’s Choice

A woman lights incense while praying in a Chinese temple during the celebration of the Lunar New 
Year in the Chinatown in Bangkok

A woman smiles in front of a stand selling paper lamps during the celebration of the 
Lunar New Year in Chinatown in Bangkok

A man sells crocodile BBQ at a temporary night market to mark Chinese New Year 
in Bangkok

Man prays with joss sticks at the Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho temple on the eve of the Lunar 
New Year of the Pig in Singapore

People rush to plant the first joss stick of the Lunar New Year of the Pig at the stroke of midnight at the Kwan Im 
Thong Hood Cho temple in Singapore



陳納德將軍飛虎隊飛行學院
General Chennault Flying Tiger Academy 

航空業前景看好為最具潛力的黃金職業之一

電話: 713-228-7933 (中文)、877-423-8237 (英文)
郵箱: info@chennaultfta.com  地址: 10013 Military Dr. Conroe, TX 77303

www.chennaultfta.com

航空業前景看好為最具潛力的黃金職業之一

全球極需好的飛行員
寬闊的遠景、高薪 、工作穩定

*  只要18歲以上，不分男女，有高中畢業證書，有志於朝向航空業發展者均可申請，
    既使戴隱形眼鏡、或助聽器，只要達到標準，依然可以開飛機。
*  每月開班，六種培訓課程可供選擇，畢業後授予證書。通過考試，
    可獲頒美國FAA私人飛行執照、商業飛行執照、和商業直升機飛行執照， 還包括300小時的飛行時間。  

提供專業飛行培訓課程 
培訓對象：專業飛行員、業餘飛行愛好者

全球極需好的飛行員
寬闊的遠景、高薪 、工作穩定

招生招生
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COMMUNITY
Hung Le’s face lit up when his 7-year-old 
daughter came home from school Friday.
She took off her shoes with a wide grin on 
her face and skipped over to her father, who 
was sitting in the kitchen of her aunt’s Spring 
home. He gave her a side hug, the arm of his 
wheelchair creating a barrier between the 
two.
“There’s no living if I go back to Vietnam, 
only death,” Le said after she left the room.
He was referring to his fate if the Trump ad-
ministration’s latest immigration policy pro-
posal goes into effect.
The U.S. and Vietnamese governments met 
last Monday to discuss dissolving a 2008 
repatriation agreement, according to immi-
gration advocacy groups and multiple media 
outlets. The memorandum of understanding 
between the countries barred the deportation 

-
al orders who arrived in the United States pri-
or to July 12, 1995 — the date Vietnam and 
the United States re-established diplomatic 
relations.

Donald Trump and Homeland Securi-
ty Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen speak at a 
meeting in February 2018.
If Vietnam caves to pressure from the U.S. 
to back out of the agreement set to renew in 
January, an estimated 9,000 Vietnamese im-
migrants nationwide — and roughly 1,500 
in Texas — would be subject to deportation 
at the start of the new year. With a criminal 
record from the late 1990s, Le could be one 
of them.
The move, immigration advocates and law-
yers say, would be a devastating and unfair 
blow to a vulnerable population. Many came 

only to be placed in struggling neighbor-
hoods with little or no resources. As a result, 
some may have looked to gangs for support 

communities.
“The original agreement for us has been 
tremendously important in providing hu-
manitarian relief and protection for Viet-
namese-Americans who came over as refu-
gees… and unfortunately committed crimes 
they have served through sentences, many of 
them a decade old,” said Quyen Dinh, exec-

utive director of the Washington, D.C.-based 
Southeast Asian Resource Action Center.
inh added that the government considers a 
criminal act by a noncitizen problematic in 
and of itself, thanks to major immigration 
law reforms passed in 1996. Those reforms 

-
ered a felony by so many criteria, that even 
small crimes that are misdemeanors can be 

There has been a surge in immigration ar-
rests of people  living in the United States 
under the President Trump,
Those who entered the country illegally prior 

to 1995, or who overstayed temporary visas 
would also potentially be affected by the pol-
icy change, said Khanh Pham, attorney for 
the refugee and asylum advocacy group Boat 
People SOS.
Policy shifts
The Trump administration started shifting 
gears on the 2008 agreement in the spring 
of 2017, stating that it does not protect Viet-
namese immigrants convicted of criminal 
offenses from deportation. Vietnamese im-

getting detained by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement when they stopped by for 
their routine check-ins with the agency, and 
Vietnam accepted only about a dozen repatri-
ates before hardening its stance again, Pham 
and Dinh said.
With nowhere to send the rest of the new-
ly-detained immigrants, the administration 
was then sued by civil rights groups who 
claimed it was violating the ruling in Zadvy-

das v. Davis, a 2001 Supreme Court decision 
that deemed it illegal to hold immigrants in 

However, the resource action committee re-
leased a report on Dec. 8 that the two gov-
ernments were meeting to reconsider renew-
ing the repatriation agreement. The Atlantic 
reported last week that a State Department 

the Department of Homeland Security met 
with representatives of the Vietnamese em-
bassy in Washington, D.C., but declined to 
provide details of when the talks took place 
or what was discussed. 

Phuoc Thang, his wife Kat and their two 
daughters Audrina, 17 months, and Mia 3 
spend time together at home in San Jose, 
Calif., on Friday, July 20, 2018. Thang is 
among roughly 200 Cambodian & Viet-

time, are under threat of deportation for 
old crimes many of them committed as 
teenagers. (Photo Bay Area News Group)
Neither Homeland Security nor the Viet-
namese embassy in Washington responded 
to requests for comment from the Houston 
Chronicle.
Experts say this is the Trump administra-
tion’s latest move showing its hardened 
stance on immigration. Between 1998 and 
2016, Vietnam accepted about 30 deported 
repatriates each year, Dinh said. That num-
ber more than doubled to 71 people in 2017.
“It’s very disturbing to me, targeting our 
community, because Vietnamese Ameri-

vibrant, diverse and strong communities here 
in Houston and in the U.S. with so many 
achievements and contributions,” said com-
munity organizer Anhlanh Nguyen. “Ameri-
ca is a great place for the melting pot — I feel 
like we’re going backward.”
Preparing for the worst
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner released a 
statement Monday in opposition to the po-
tential policy change, saying that Houston’s 
91,000 Vietnamese immigrants “have en-
riched the economic, cultural, religious and 
intellectual fabric of our city.”
“Potentially deporting thousands of these 
refugees strikes at the heart of Houston and 
the soul of America,” Turner continued. “To 
say to them now that they must return to a 
place where they suffered many years ago, 
and where they no longer have a home, is 
wrong.” 

A U.S. soldier guards Vietnamese refugees 
on ship heading to the U.S. in the 1960’s.
Dinh said people have been coming to the re-
source center in a panic, unsure if they would 
be affected by the policy change and separat-
ed from their families.
“We don’t know if the agreement has been 
changed at all, but we’re preparing families 
for the worst-case scenario,” she said.
The organization has been recommending 

and examine their cases, and to seek pardons 
from state governors for past convictions.
For Le, being deported would separate him 
from his daughter, who he still calls his baby 
— a heartbreaking possibility for the single 
dad.
It would also mean risking his life, Le said. 
Two years ago, he was paralyzed from the 
chest down during a car accident. Le says 
that going back to Vietnam would mean 
death.
“In my condition, there’s no living if I’m to 
go back,” he said. “I have to take medication 
for the rest of my life, have to use equipment 
to go pee, I can’t live normally. Maximum 
for me — four months.” (Courtesy houston-
chronicle.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Khanh Hung Le, 47, thinks about what would happen to him and his 
7-year-old daughter if he is deported back to Vietnam. Le and his daugh-

ter live at his sister’s house in Spring. Le legally moved to the United 
States in the 1990s and has criminal records from when he was young. A 

car accident a few years ago left him paralyzed from the chest down.

9,000 Vietnamese Immigrants Nationwide 
And Close To 1,500 In Texas Could Be Affected

Vietnamese Refugees, Immigrants 
Across U.S. Face Deportation  
Under Proposed Trump Policy
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BUSINESS
USA’s ‘First Biometric Terminal’ 
In Operation At Atlanta Airport

Photo above shows new biometric 
scanning technology at Terminal F in                                           

-
port in Atlanta, Georgia. (Photo/Delta 

Air Lines). 
Imagine looking at a screen for two sec-

Then you glance at a screen for another 
two seconds to drop off your bags at a 
luggage station? How easy would it be to 
merely look at another screen to breeze 
through ID checks at TSA security check-
points or the departure gate?
All this, without having to use your pass-
port.
Now all this is reality.

Airport and Delta Air Lines have opened 

terminal, which promises to improve avia-
tion security while moving travelers faster 
through screening.
“Atlanta airport -- the busiest airport in the 

in the US to roll this out,” Delta Chief 

the terminal’s opening on November 29. 
“It saves nine minutes on the ground for 
the boarding process which is time that 
our customers won’t be spending in lines 
waiting to board the aircraft.”
The biometric ID technology being used 
here is facial recognition. It’s a cam-
era-based system that compares scans of 

photos curated by US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP).
Passengers use a facial recognition screen 
to verify their identities before boarding 

Mexico City on Thursday.

Delta’s competitors -- including JetBlue, 
American Airlines and Southwest Airlines 
-- have started pilot facial recognition 
programs at a handful of US airports for 
international boarding. But so far, Delta 
says Atlanta is the only airport to also of-
fer biometrics for check-in, luggage and 
TSA ID checks.
CBP says America’s air travel industry 
is on a path toward widespread adoption 

eventually, say industry leaders, domestic 

It’s the “next leap in airport security,” says 
Matt Cornelius, vice president of Airports 
Council International, North America. Al-

-
nology and it “continues to evolve very 
rapidly,” he says it “still has a lot of devel-
opment to go.”
It’s more secure
Using the system is totally optional.
Passengers who don’t feel comfortable us-
ing it can opt to go through traditional ID 

groups say they’re worried facial recog-
nition databases are subject to limited ac-
countability and vulnerable to government 
abuse or lack of oversight.
Experts and authorities believe biometric 
ID technology will make airports and air 
travel safer in an era when aviation is tar-
geted by criminals and terrorists.
“Facial recognition is much better from a 
security perspective than a paper, barcode 
scan,” said John Selden, Atlanta airport’s 
new general manager who spent four 
years as deputy general manager at New 
York’s JFK International Airport. “This 
technology is leading the way in improv-
ing security.”
Your face can be your passport
In a nutshell, here’s how it works:
If you’re unfamiliar, facial recognition 
technology uses a complex algorithm that 
recognizes each person’s unique facial 
characteristics -- including shapes of eyes, 
noses, mouths, proportional relationships 
and other factors.

Delta Air Lines of-
fers customers in 
Atlanta the option 
of using facial rec-

ognition technology to check in for inter-

-- Passengers enter their passport numbers 

-
eral kiosks in the international terminal 
by pressing a touch-screen tab labeled 
“LOOK: Facial Recognition” and looking 
into the screen. The image is compared to 

-- Drop your luggage at the nearby airline 
baggage drop station by looking into a 
camera.
-- At the TSA screening area, look into a 
scanner screen and show your boarding 
pass. No need to pull out your passport or 
driver’s license.
A typical stop at a TSA ID check station 
can take 11-20 seconds. With this -- in less 
than three seconds -- boom, you’re cleared 
to continue on through the TSA passenger 
and carry-on baggage screening lanes.
Next year at Atlanta’s international termi-
nal, TSA plans to use facial recognition so 
participating travelers won’t have to show 
a boarding pass either.
It has a 98% success rate
Finally, at your departure gate, instead 
of having to pull out your passport be-

the jetway entrance. In 2 seconds, you’re 
cleared and bouncing down the jetway to 

the screen to take care of any technical 
hiccups.
Yep, once in a while, the screen doesn’t 
recognize a face.

In fact, about 1% 
or 2% of the time, 
face scans aren’t 
able to verify pas-
sengers, said John 
Wagner, CBP dep-

uty assistant commissioner. He blames 
that on bad scan images -- poor lighting 

conditions, for example. “If you do get re-
jected, all you do is present your passport 
and your boarding pass.”
TSA facial recognition screens are now 

Airport.
Wagner says the technology will be con-
tinually improved with a goal of 100% 
effectiveness.
When it does work, the CBP’s facial rec-
ognition database can help authorities nab 
travelers who use false passports. Recent-
ly three airline passengers at Washington’s 
Dulles International Airport were caught 
over a period of 40 days, according to 
CBP.
Privacy questions
When authorities have your facial image 
in a database, you’re giving up control 
over how the government can use it, said 
Jeramie Scott at the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center, a Washington-based 
organization aimed at protecting privacy.
The CBP says facial images of US citizens 
scanned at airports are deleted from their 

images of non-citizens who arrive in the 
US are stored for 75 years, the CBP web-
site says, and departure photos of non-cit-
izens are deleted after 14 days.

Biometric facial recognition cameras have 
been installed at Delta Air Lines’ baggage 

International Airport.
Delta’s West said the airline never has 
control of the CBP database -- “only the 
ability to access it to verify identity.”
Privacy advocates are calling on lawmak-
ers to create legal safeguards to prevent 
the abuse of these kinds of databases.
As for passengers, Keary King of Dothan, 

Alabama, said he was willing to try the 
CBP system. “We have no privacy con-
cerns,” he said, waiting with his family to 
board Delta Flight 365 to Mexico City.
“Maybe it makes the boarding a little 
quicker,” King said. “That would be good, 
not only for me but for all the passengers.”

originated in Atlanta used the facial scan-
ner and boarded the Boeing 737-700 on 
time in about 10 minutes. Only a few had 
to show their passports because the system 
rejected their scanned images.
It’s expanding to other airports
Outside the US, airports such as Singa-
pore’s Changi, Amsterdam’s Schiphol and 
Aruba International Airport reportedly al-
ready offer biometric check-in and board-
ing capability at some gates and terminals.

Airports in Ja-
pan reportedly 
are rolling out 
facial recog-
nition board-

ing facilities at several airports this year. 
China’s Hongqiao International Airport is 
also using facial recognition for security 
screening, according to The Independent, 
and is in the process of expanding to a full 
curb-to-gate facial recognition system. 
London’s Heathrow plans to start testing 
an end-to-end facial recognition program 
next year.
Meanwhile, Delta is expanding its biomet-
ric program. “We’ll look to scale this at all 
our hubs internationally, and aspirational-
ly, throughout our entire operations,” West 
said, implying the addition of US domes-
tic travelers. Delta plans to kickoff a facial 

internationally out of Detroit in mid-De-
cember.
Passengers should always have the ability 
to opt out of any facial recognition system, 
Cornelius said.
Full implementation is “a number of 
years away,” Cornelius said. Wagner said 
the CBP hopes to have facial recognition 
boarding at all US airports serving inter-

Right now, airports’ main concern is get-
ting these systems up to speed, Cornelius 
said.
If all goes as planned, airports believe fa-
cial recognition can reduce those annoy-
ing bottlenecks at security lines and make 
air travel safer for all of us. (Courtesy cnn.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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