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Bahamas in crisis after Hurricane 
Dorian flattens homes, food scarce
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MARSH HARBOUR, Bahamas (Reuters) - Survivors 
of Hurricane Dorian on Wednesday picked through the 
wreckage of homes ripped open by fierce winds, strug-
gled to fuel generators and queued for food after one of 
the most powerful Caribbean storms on record devas-
tated parts of the Bahamas.
The most damaging storm to strike the island nation, 
Dorian killed at least seven people, but the scope of the 
destruction and a humanitarian crisis was still coming 
into focus as aerial video of the Abaco Islands in the 
northern Bahamas showed wide devastation.
Dozens of people took to Facebook to search for miss-
ing loved ones, and aid agencies estimated that tens of 
thousands of people out of the Bahamas population of 
400,000 would need food and other support.
“We are in the midst of one of the greatest national crises 
in our country’s history,” Bahamas Prime Minister Hubert 
Minnis told a news conference. “We can expect more 
deaths to be recorded. This is just preliminary informa-
tion.”
Kinder Morgan evacuates Georgia LNG export terminal 
as Hurricane Dorian approaches U.S.
LaQuez Williams, pastor at Jubilee Cathedral in Grand 
Bahama, opened the church as a shelter for about 150 
people. As the storm ground on, Williams said that from 
the higher ground of the church he could see people on 
their rooftops seeking refuge.
“They were calling for help, but you could not go out to 
reach,” Williams said. “It was very difficult because you 
felt helpless.”
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An aerial view shows 
devastation after hur-
ricane Dorian hit the 
Grand Bahama Island in 
the Bahamas,September 
4, 2019. REUTERS/Joe 
Skipper

Aerial video of Great Abaco Island showed miles of 
flooded neighborhoods littered with upturned boats and 
shipping containers scattered like toys. Many buildings 
had walls or roofs partly ripped off.
“Victims are being loaded on flatbed trucks across Ab-
aco,” one Twitter user with the handle @mvp242 said, de-
scribing a rain-blurred photograph of limp bodies strewn 
across a truck bed.
Other posts on Twitter said entire communities were 
swept away. Photographs from the airport at Freeport 
showed a light plane torn in two, with hangars badly dam-
aged and scattered debris.
After rampaging through the Caribbean as one of the 
most powerful hurricanes ever recorded, Dorian’s wind 
speeds dropped on Tuesday to make it a Category 2 storm 
on the five-step Saffir-Simpson intensity scale. It main-
tained that level on Wednesday, but forecasters warned it 
was still dangerous.

DANGER FOR U.S. COAST
Residents of coastal Florida, Georgia and South Carolina 
were preparing for Dorian’s approach on Wednesday, 
with the National Hurricane Center warning it could 
make landfall in South or North Carolina on Thursday or 
Friday.
South Carolina officials said they were expecting storm 
surges of four to eight feet and wind gusts of 90 mph (140 
kph) on Thursday, and told people to evacuate the coast 
as Dorian drew closer.
An aerial view shows devastation after hurricane Dorian 

hit the Grand Bahama Island in the Bahamas,September 4, 
2019. REUTERS/Joe Skipper
“It’s getting here a little weaker than it could have but now 
it’s gotten here,” Governor Henry McMaster said at a news 
conference. “Time to get out is running out.”
Florida avoided a direct hit from Dorian.
“We certainly got lucky in Florida, and now if we could get 
lucky in Georgia, in North Carolina, in South Carolina,” 
President Donald Trump told reporters in the Oval Office.
People crept back into Jacksonville Beach as Florida 
appeared to be escaping the worst of the storm, with a 
couple of people seen surfing by its pier on Wednesday 
morning.
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp extended a state of emer-
gency to cover 21 counties as the storm tracked north 
towards its coast. The emergency covers more than 900,000 
Georgia residents, of whom over 400,000 have been 
ordered to evacuate, according to the state Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security Agency.
Dorian had sustained winds near 105 miles per hour (165 
kph) as it churned about 90 miles (140 km) northeast of 
Daytona Beach, Florida around midday on Wednesday, the 
NHC said.
Hurricane-force winds had expanded to 60 miles (100 km) 
from the storm’s core.
Heavy rains and storm-surge waters moving inland could 
cause life-threatening flash floods, the NHC said. The risk 
extended from Jupiter, Florida, to Surf City, North Caroli-
na. Tornadoes were possible along the Florida coast, with 
the risk later moving to Georgia and South Carolina.
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WORLD NEWS
U.S. economy growing modestly as 
trade war dents activity: Fed

WASHINGTON, Sept 4 (Reuters) - The U.S. economy 
grew at a modest pace in recent weeks, with manufactur-
ing buffeted by a global slowdown while consumer pur-
chases gave mixed signals on the strength of household 
spending, the Federal Reserve reported on Wednesday.
FILE PHOTO: Ship and containers are shown at the port 
of Los Angeles in Los Angeles, California, U.S. July 16, 
2018. REUTERS/Mike Blake
The ongoing U.S.-China trade war loomed prominently 
in the U.S. central bank’s latest Beige Book compendium 
of anecdotes from companies around the country, with 
several of its districts reporting the conflict was weighing 
on business.

The report, released ahead of the Fed’s Sept. 17-18 policy 
meeting when central bankers are widely expected to cut 

interest rates to counter the economic slowdown, 
suggested that U.S. businesses do not expect a reces-
sion soon.

“Although concerns regarding tariffs and trade poli-
cy uncertainty continued, the majority of businesses 
remained optimistic about the near-term outlook,” 
according to the Fed’s report.

The central bank said growth in employment ap-
peared to be “modest” in recent weeks, a pace that 
was “on par with the previous reporting period.”

But manufacturing activity was slightly weaker than 
during the previous period, the Fed said.

The report detailed a host of concerns by businesses 
about tariffs, including the prospect that uncertainty over 
the direction of trade policy could dampen investment.

In the Fed’s Boston district, which includes much of New 
England, “tariffs continued to be a minor but persistent 
pricing issue for manufacturers.”

America’s trade conflicts are also compounding problems 
faced by farmers, the report said.

“Agricultural conditions remained weak as a result of 
unfavorable weather conditions, low commodity prices, 
and trade-related uncertainties,” according to the report.

The central bank’s business contacts mostly reported 
ongoing growth in consumer spending, the main engine 
for U.S. economic growth, which has appeared strong in 
recent months despite the global slowdown.

But some parts of the country appeared to be less robust.

In the St. Louis district, which covers a swath of the Mid-
west and South, “reports from general retailers and auto 
dealers indicate consumer activity has been mixed since 
our previous report.” The Minneapolis district reported 
that consumer spending was flat, while the Atlanta dis-
trict noted that consumer loan growth declined.
The Beige Book was compiled by the Atlanta Fed from 
reports assembled from all 12 of the Fed’s regional banks 
through Aug. 23.

FILE PHOTO: Ship and containers are shown at the port 
of Los Angeles in Los Angeles, California, U.S. July 16, 
2018. REUTERS/Mike Blake



A woman points at a police officer outside the National Police Jail during a 
prisoners’ riot in Caracas

Russian President Putin and Indian Prime Minister Modi visit Zvezda shipyard accompanied 
by Rosneft Russian oil giant chief Sechin in Vladivostok

Deputies argue before a session to present the general policy of the appointed Prime Minister 
Fritz William Michel at the Parliament in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, September 3, 2019. REUTERS/
Andres Martinez Casares TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Ivanka Trump visits Colombia during her three nation visit to South America

Demonstrators gather outside the Cape Town International Convention Centre during a 
protest against gender based violence, at the World Economic Forum on Africa

Rescue personnel return to shore with the victims of a pre-dawn fire that sank a 
commercial diving boat off the coast of Santa Barbara, California

A Pomeranian dog sits in a rolling pet carrier in Hong Kong, China, September 4, 2019. REU-
TERS/Kai Pfaffenbach TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

An aerial view shows devastation after hurricane Dorian hit the Grand Bahama Island in the Bahamas
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Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 
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Bryan Bennett, Matt Lamont and Phil Schwam pose for a photo at Sky-
box Data Centers on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 in Katy. The supercom-
puter is made up of tens of thousands of servers, all immersed in chilled 

oil to cool them. (Photo/Houston Chronicle)

Now In Katy, TX: One Of The   
World’s Fastest Supercomputers

Katy, Texas, isn’t where you’d normally 
expect to find one of the fastest super-
computers in the world. But Thursday, 
an Australian company will fire up a dig-
ital behemoth in a data center near that 
Houston suburb that, when it is fleshed 
out by the end of the year, will have 
world-class computing power.
Coyly dubbed DUG McCloud, the sys-
tem takes up a 22,000-square-foot room 
at the Skybox Data Center on Franz Road 
in Katy, with another identically sized 
room in waiting for expansion. When 
completed by the end of the year, it will 
be comprised of 40,000 processors. All 
this hardware is immersed in a chilled, 
non-toxic oil to keep it cool.
DownUnder GeoSolutions, based in 
Perth, Australia, conducted a global 
search for the data center to house its 
creation and settled on Katy, just a few 
miles from its Houston office. Two big 
reasons: cheap electricity and fast con-
nectivity.

Under the tiles at the supercomputing 
installation at Skybox Data Centers on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 in Katy. The 
supercomputer is made up of tens of 
thousands of servers, all immersed in 
chilled oil to cool them. (Photo/Hous-
ton Chronicle)

The cooling unit outside the super-
computing installation at Skybox Data 
Centers on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
in Katy. The supercomputer is made 
up of tens of thousands of servers, all 
immersed in chilled oil to cool them. 
(Photo/Houston Chronicle)

Servers in oil keep cool at the super-
computing installation at Skybox Data 
Centers on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
in Katy. The supercomputer is made 
up of tens of thousands of servers, all 
immersed in chilled oil to cool them. 
(Photo/Houston Chronicle)
“We looked at power costs and fiber-op-
tic availability,” said Matthew Lam-
ont, DownUnder’s chief executive and 
co-founder. “We found this beautiful 
new facility, and it’s in Houston, where 
the oil industry lives. It makes sense hav-
ing it in Houston.”
The 21st century oil and gas industry 
thrives on hardcore computing power, 
crunching data derived from seismic 
testing to find oil deep in the ground and 
below the sea. Supercomputers speed up 
the process of analyzing and visualizing 
that data, and the faster they are, the bet-
ter. DownUnder declined to disclose the 
names of any customers.

Orders of magnitude
While the laptop on your desk or the 
smartphone in your pocket are certain-
ly powerful computers, they pale in 
comparison to supercomputers. While 
PCs and mobile devices typically have 
a single microprocessor handling com-
putational chores, Supercomputers have 
thousands of them.
Traditional computers tackle one prob-
lem at a time, but supercomputers are 
designed to take a problem and break 
into many smaller pieces, with many 
processors working to solve them. In 
the case of DUG McCloud, the system 
has between 5,000 and 6,000 processors 
from Intel, with more on the way. By the 
end of the year, there will be 40,000, said 
Phil Schwan, DownUnder’s chief tech-
nology officer.

Servers in oil keep cool at the super-

computing installation at Skybox Data 
Centers on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 
in Katy. The supercomputer is made 
up of tens of thousands of servers, all 
immersed in chilled oil to cool them. 
(Photo/Houston Chronicle)
“Basically, Intel can’t make them fast 
enough,” Schwan said. “We are their pri-
mary customer for them.”
The system is built on a type of Xeon 
Phi processors from Intel, which makes 
DUG McCloud a rare machine. Many 
supercomputers are built on GPUs, or 
graphical processing units, which have 
the same kind of architecture as the chips 
found in high-end video cards. But there 
are features of the Intel chips that make 
them better suited for what DownUnder 
wants to do, Schwan said.
Timothy Pickett Morgan, co-editor of 
Next Platform, a trade publication fo-
cused on high-performance computing, 
said DownUnder has done a good job of 
making Intel’s processors, which are an 
older model released in 2016, “sit up and 
bark with their code.”
“They are the last buyer of any size for 
the Knight’s Landing processors,” he 
said, referring to the generation name of 
Intel’s Xeon Phi chips. “They’ve got this 
marvelous code that would normally run 
on GPUs and they’ve done a great job 
of tuning that code for these processors.”

Built to expand
Morgan said DownUnder’s business 
model is similar to that of Google or 
Amazon Web Services, which sell access 
to high-performance systems and can 
expand as needed. To that end, there’s 
another 22,000-square-foot room at Sky-
box reserved for DUG McCloud, and a 
10-acre building is in the works for even 
more expansion.

Under the tiles at the supercomputing 

installation at Skybox Data Centers on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 in Katy. The 
supercomputer is made up of tens of 
thousands of servers, all immersed in 
chilled oil to cool them. (Photo/Hous-
ton Chronicle)
“They’re running a supercomputer as 
a service,” he said. And doing that in-
volves finding ways to cut costs and 
boost profits.
For example, DownUnder has a method 
of connecting the processors to each oth-
er that dramatically reduces the amount 
of wiring, and thus the cost.
Because the hardware is submersed in 
oil to stay cool, fans and costly air condi-
tioning systems aren’t required, reducing 
power costs. The Skybox Data Center is 
located next to a CenterPoint power sub-
station, so the electricity flowing into it is 
stable — and inexpensive.
“Houston has some of the lowest elec-
tricity costs in the country,” Lamont said. 
He would not say how much DownUnder 
is paying for power.
Top500, found online at top500.org, lists 
the 500 most powerful supercomputers 
in the world. It is updated twice a year, 
and was last updated in November 2018. 
A system named Summit at the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, operated by 
the U.S. Department of Energy, is cur-
rently at the top of the list at about 200 
petaflops.

Operators of supercomputers can make 
the list by submitting the results of a 
benchmark test called Linpack. But 
that program doesn’t run well on DUG 
McCloud because it’s tuned for oil and 
gas applications, not for benchmark 
programs. Schwan said that, as a result, 
DownUnder won’t be seeking inclusion 
on the list. (Courtesy chron.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Following through on plans for roundta-
ble discussions after a mass shooting in 
El Paso left 22 dead, Gov. Greg Abbott 
on Monday, August 19, announced the 
creation of the Texas Safety Commission 
to offer advice leading to “an immediate 
action plan” for state leaders.
Abbott said he wants the commission to 
develop ideas on combating the rise of 
extremist groups, fighting domestic ter-
rorism and keeping guns away from “de-
ranged individuals.”
“The state of Texas will not relent in its 
effort to help the El Paso community 
heal and keep all Texans safe,” Abbott 
said in a written statement.
The panel also will be asked to discuss 
laws and other legislative action to pre-
vent mass shootings and domestic terror 
attacks, Abbott said. The Legislature 
next meets in January 2021, and Abbott 
thus far has rejected Democratic pressure 
to call a special session to address issues 
of gun violence.
The first Texas Safety Commission 
meeting was held Thursday at the Cap-
itol. A second meeting will be Aug. 29 

in El Paso. Parts of the meetings will be 
open to reporters.
Abbott held similar roundtable discus-
sions several weeks after a student at 
Santa Fe High School shot and killed 
eight students and two teachers in 2018.

Those discussions, which included sur-
vivors, people on both sides of the gun 
rights debate and security experts, led 
to an action plan developed by Abbott’s 
office that included money for security 
improvements to “harden” schools and 
a more robust mental health response to 
identify and help students in need.
The safety commission discussions will 

yield a similar action plan responding to 
the El Paso shooting, Abbott’s office said 
Monday.
Those who participated in the Austin 
meeting included three statewide Re-
publican leaders — Abbott, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen, R-Lake Jackson — and five El 
Paso-area Democrats, state Sen. Jose 
Rodriguez and state Reps. Mary Gonza-
lez, Joe Moody, Cesar Blanco and Lina 
Ortega.
Others included the head of the Texas 
Department of Public Safety and mem-
bers of the DPS counterterrorism and 
criminal investigation divisions; the 
FBI’s supervisory special agent in the 
Behavioral Analysis Unit; the protective 
security adviser for the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security; and the chief of 
the U.S. Secret Service National Threat 
Assessment Center.
Representatives from Google, Facebook 
and Twitter also participated, as did Ed 
Scruggs with Texas Gun Sense, which 
advocates for gun limits designed to in-
crease safety.
A gun rights advocate will take part in 
the El Paso meeting, Abbott’s office said. 
A list of participants in the second meet-
ing will be released later.

Background Checks
Texas Gun Sense said Scruggs will rec-
ommend background checks for all fire-
arms sales, raising the age to purchase 
firearms to at least 21, limiting high-ca-
pacity ammunition magazines and adopt-
ing “red flag” laws that would let family 
members and police seek a court order to 
remove guns from those deemed to be a 
threat to themselves and others.
In a statement, Texas Gun Sense ac-

knowledged that political differences 
will make many of its suggestions diffi-
cult to achieve.
“It is imperative we use this opportuni-
ty to make an effective, respectful case 
on behalf of the millions of Texans who 
demand that our state leaders must take 
immediate action to protect their constit-
uents,” the organization said, adding that 
there is hope that changes can be made 
“before another Texan is killed by a gun 
tragedy.”
Patrick, speaking Monday morning be-
fore Abbott announced the roundtables, 
said he still is opposed red flag laws be-
cause they could not protect gun owners 
from improper confiscation of weapons 
and because state law already allows 
guns to be removed from owners “with 
serious issues.”

However, Patrick told Dallas radio host 
Mark Davis that he saw a way to address 
“a loophole in our background checks 
that can solve a lot of problems.”
“Today, Mark, 80% of all guns that are 
purchased go through a background 
check. Of the 20% that are not, about 
half are family transfers or sales within 
the family. We ought not touch that,” 
Patrick said.
However, Patrick said he saw the need 
for requiring background checks for the 
10% of firearms sold between strangers, 
citing a U.S. Justice Department study 
that found a high percentage of guns 
used in crimes were acquired in strang-
er-to-stranger sales.

Domestic Terrorism
Last week, Abbott announced a sepa-

rate effort, the Domestic Terrorism Task 
Force, to analyze and respond to threats 
posed by homegrown terrorists.
Abbott also directed DPS officials to 
conduct an intelligence assessment on 
the threat of domestic terrorism in Texas 
and to increase the number of DPS per-
sonnel investigating those affiliated with 
neo-Nazi and white nationalist groups.

Police said the man accused of killing 22 
people at an El Paso Walmart on Aug. 3 
confessed that he was targeting “Mexi-
cans,” and federal authorities are treating 
the shooting as an act of domestic terror-
ism.
The task force — which includes state-
wide Republican leaders and represen-
tatives from local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies — will meet Aug. 
30 in Austin and quarterly afterward. 
(Courtesy statesman.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

After El Paso Shooting, Gov. Abbott
Creates The Texas Safety Commission

Texas Governor  Greg Abbott created the 
Texas Safety Commission following 

the shooting in El Paso that left 22 dead.
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据加拿大《星岛日报》报道，加拿

大长远的移民政策规划，带动经济增长

、创造就业，并让家庭得以团聚。加拿

大联邦移民、难民及公民部长胡森

(Ahmed Hussen)和士嘉堡爱静阁区联邦

国会议员叶嘉丽，近日谈到现届政府在

移民政策方面的政绩。

虽然加拿大失业率持续在低位，

但郊区及北方小区，面临经济及人口

上的挑战，包括年轻人南迁，人口老

化及劳工短缺等问题，窒碍当地小区

经济增长。有见及此，联邦政府于

2017年 3月，推行大西洋省份移民先

导计划(AIP)。

至今，计划已帮助当地很多雇主

及小区，寻找到合适的技术移民，填

补空缺职位。在大西洋先导计划的成

功基础上，郊区及北方小区的移民先

导计划亦已展开，惠及比较偏远的郊

区及北方的小小区，保持该区经济建

设。因为这些计划的成功，经济合作

与发展组织(OECD)确认，加拿大拥有

成功的移民制度，是其他国家的典范

。

加拿大移民政策的另一重心，是

家庭团聚。胡森称上届政府在处理父

母及祖父母移民申请上，严重滞后，

囤积超过16万个申请，平均等候时间

长达7年，并将整个移民项目停顿两

年。到现届政府才处理掉85%的囤积

个案，把平均等候时间缩短到2年。

至今，父母及祖父母移民申请是其中

一个最多人申请的项目，每年接收 2

万个申请。配偶移民申请的平均等候

时间亦减至一年。

会上谈及加拿大是国际学生的理想

落脚点，国际学生带来经济、文化和社

会的益处，每年为加拿大带来150亿元

经济贡献。他们完成学业后，接受了加

拿大的教育，不少更投身加拿大职场，

是成为加拿大永久居民的理想人选。联

邦政府 2019 年财政预算案中，投放

5200万加元，确保有意申请移民的人，

不会受到不良中介的欺骗。这些款项会

用于调查及执法，提升社会关注及加强

监管。

自2015年底，加拿大政府一直致

力将全球精英带到加拿大，并继续保留

家庭团聚移民。联邦政府会继续努力，

并创造更多中产就业职位。

加拿大移民部长：将继续保留家庭团聚移民

近日，澳大利亚网站 Macrobusi-

ness 的一份调查发现，长期以来，

澳大利亚的技术签证计划目标不

明确，大多数签证发放给了劳动

力供应过剩的职业，这导致大量

来澳移民找不到其专业工作或失

业。澳大利亚政府需对此进行彻

底改革。

技术移民签证不存在短缺

据报道，该调查指出，根据澳

联邦就业和小企业部的数据显示

，2017 年至 2018 年发放的 111099 份

永久技术签证中，有 3/4 发给专业

人士和管理人员，但这些岗位基

本上不存在技能短缺。

同时，在 2017 年至 2018 年获得

技术签证的 5 大职业中，没有一个

在截至 2017 年的 4 年内被认为是短

缺。

有媒体近日报道称，根据澳大

利亚的技术移民签证计划，移民

要么找不到与其技能相匹配的工

作，要么失业。

189 类签证“不再幸运”

据悉，澳大利亚的“189 技术

移民签证”，通常被称为是“幸

运签证”，因为其持有者从第一

天起，就享有永久居民在澳的全

部权利和特权，而其他类型的签

证则不具备此福利。

然而，报道称，这种名声可能

会误导来澳移民，因为持该技术

签证来澳的人并不总是能幸运的

找到工作。

据报道，28 岁的埃及移民阿贾

米，在申请了 189 技术移民签证后

9 个月就成功获得批准，他的专业

技能是工程，曾学习过石油工程

，后来成为一名职业健康和安全

工程师，并获得了英国认证证书

，且具有 3 年的工作经验。

阿贾米认为，澳大利亚对自己

技能的需求一定很高，但当他抵达

悉尼时，他发现了一个不同的现实

。他不仅没有在他的专业领域找到

工作，而且从未收到应聘的几十家

雇主的回复。

技术移民计划需彻底改革

研究报告还称，根据 AMES 澳

大利亚的一项统计， 2013 年，在

来澳的技术移民中，只有 53%的人

能在自己指定的领域找到工作，

几乎一半的人，最终不得不接受

他们能找到的任何工作来维持生

计，虽然这一数字在过去 6 年中似

乎有所改善，但还是有大部分拿

到技术移民签证的人找不到工作

。

目前，澳大利亚每年的移民人

数上限约为 16.2 万人，其中约有

11.1 万人是技术移民。虽然数据显

示，澳大利亚需要技术移民，但

对当地就业市场缺乏了解，似乎

是许多求职者求职的一大障碍。

技术职业名单供过于求，也导致

来澳的技术移民没有找到专业工

作。

同时，技能职业清单还包括，

许多政府就业机构认为供应过剩

的职业，包括会计和工程(自 2013

年以来，工程领域从未出现过短

缺)。但政府还要继续引进技术移

民工程师的做法令人费解。

因此，调查报告总结称，澳大

利亚的技术签证计划，目前存在一

个巨大的“骗局”，它不仅未能达

到最初吸引更多人才，为澳发展做

出贡献的目的，而且还压榨了主要

城市的发展，导致工资无法增长，

需要彻底的改革。

技术移民签滥发严重
澳大利亚政府需进行彻底改革

新西兰的移民增长仍处于极高水

平。据新西兰统计局估计，截至2019

年 3月份的一年中，新西兰净移民人

数为56137人，与一年前的50628人相

比，涨幅达10.9%。其中，来自中国的

净移民人数最多，涨幅高达31.6%。

报道称，该计算结果来自于

152212人的长期入境人数，减去96075

人的长期离境人数。不过，在报告的

各项具体数据中波动很大，这说明其

最终结果可能需要大幅修订。

例如，报告显示，来自中国的长

期入境人数为18200人，长期离境人数

为8100人，净移民人数达到了10100

人，与一年前相比，该数字增长了

31.6%。

紧随中国之后的是印度，其长期

入境人数为14000人，长期离境人数为

4800人，净移民人数为9200人，同比

下降2.9%。

虽然来自中国的净移民人数最多

，且涨幅高达31.6%，但同比涨幅最大

的移民来源国，却是南非，其净移民

人数为7343人，同比增长36.7% 。

此前，新西兰统计局已经对截至

2019年 2月的一年数据进行了修订，

将当时公布的净移民数字，由61600人

降至了55100人。

虽然经过了修订，但数据显示，

净移民人数继续保持在非常高的水平

。

2019年 3月份的数据显示，新西

兰公民净流出10001人，而其他国家移

民净流入人数为66138人。

若根据签证类型划分，长期入境

人数最多的，是不需要签证的新西兰

和澳大利亚公民，为45124人，同比增

长4.1%。

其次是工签持有人，长期入境人

数为33260人，同比增长10.3%；访客

签证为32289人，同比增长21.7%；学

生签证为26037人，同比增长3.9%；居

民签证为14159人，同比下降6.8%。

此外，在统计局新的出入境计量

系统下，仍未提供区域移民数据。

新西兰净移民水平仍处高位
中国移民激增近三成

近日，美国政府颁新规，移民若

申请粮食券、住房及医疗补助等社会

福利补助，将无法取得绿卡，目的希

望移民自给自足，不要造成公众负担

(Public Charge)，这项规定将让领取

社会福利的移民更难留在美国。

芝加哥华咨处入籍部门主任徐婕

雯表示，自从特朗普执政以来，许多

华人深恐绿卡受到波及，的确造成一

股入籍风潮，但在入籍公民方面，并

未出现太大恐慌。徐婕雯认为，反倒

是曾经申请社会福利的绿卡持有者，

担心日后会有麻烦，曾纷纷询问如何

放弃粮食卷、医疗、房屋补助等社会

福利。

美国国土安全部12日颁布的这

项新规定，定于 10 月 15 日执行。

若申请绿卡的移民在任何36个月时

间内，领取超过一项公共福利超过

12个月，非常可能被视为公共负担

。新规定生效后，每年约有40万名

永久居留权申请者将依此标准审查

。

徐婕雯说明，事实上，早在特朗

普之前，申请移民赴美就有10年内不

能使用社会福利的明文规定，只是当

时政府没有落实执行而已。不过徐婕

雯强调，一旦申请过社会福利，就算

现在停止使用，政府方面还是会留有

过去的记录。许多华人询问是否能

“一笔勾销”申请记录，答案是不可

能。

有关是否可以领福利的争议，联

邦公民及移民服务局(USCIS)代理局

长古奇内利12日曾表示，这项新制是

基于自给自足的美国古老价值观、是

美国梦的核心原则，更回溯到美国历

史的核心。

就这个观点而言，华人林先生说

道，其一家人经由工作途径，申请

H1B(特殊专业人员临时工作签证)在

美合法工作移民，每年并按时纳税，

尽一份美国公民应有的责任。他认为

，移民的确有经济上的难言之处，而

且也值得同情，但如果靠领取社会福

利过日子毕竟不是长久之计。陈先生

认为在“领福利不能拿绿卡”的新规

下，可以有更好的折中制度，就是政

府限制移民领福利的情况下，能够提

供移民更多就业机会，帮助他们有独

立谋生的能力，才是解决根本问题之

道。

美国移民新政
“领福利不能拿绿卡”

华人怎么看

领取福利但却害怕成为“公共负

担”(Public Charge)，影响绿卡申请，

自联邦政府拟放宽公共负担标准，并定

于10月15日生效，造成移民恐慌，更

有许多人为此放弃福利。当地时间8月

29日，华人策划协会(CPC)与纽约法律

援助中心(NYLAG)共同呼吁，新规仅会

影响即将申请绿卡的小部分族群，对以

持有绿卡者或公民并不会造成影响，要

民众勿恐慌且切勿随意放弃福利。

日前特朗普政府公共负担新规出

台，放宽公共负担标准，根据纽约移

民联盟(New York Immigration Coali-

tion)，已有五分之一的移民由于担心

影响自己的身份，有五分之一的低收

入移民已放弃申请相关福利。

华策会与纽约法律援助中心29日

在曼哈顿下东城召开记者会，强调新

法规虽定于10月15日开始实施，但纽

约州已联合康州、佛蒙特州等提起诉

讼，未来实施时程可能推迟，在此之

前民众都不应该随意取消福利。

华策会曼哈顿小区服务主管表示

，公共负担法规专门攻击低收入户、

移民家庭及少数族裔小区，华策会反

对该法，但同时也要教育小区何为公

共负担，以及将影响的族群。

纽约法律援助中心资深律师(se-

nior staff attorney)赵 Jennifer表示，公

共负担新规影响层面并没有像大家想

象的那么广，而只会影响到正要申请

绿卡的族群，已持有绿卡或为公民者

将不在范畴内；另外像家暴或其他重

大犯罪受害人(U签证)、“反妇女暴

力法”自呈申请人和其他某些移民身

份，都不受影响。

美国“公共负担”新规将生效
华策会吁民众勿恐慌
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“太蠢啦！”乘客刚下车，

司机老马就这样感慨。

那位落座前排的女生介绍了

自己特意在乔家大院买到的扇子

，30元，她觉得质地还不错。老

马已经见识过不少这样的客人，

但他还是不解。“这样的扇子，

哪用得着这么贵呢？”没有开空

调的车内，呼呼的热风往他身上

吹。

以乔家大院为圆心，老马一

遍遍地来往拉客，而这也是经历

了数天冷清生意后难得的人气。

这座有名的景区在过去一个

月里经历了一场“摘牌”风波。7

月底，国家文化和旅游部对7家

5A级景区作出了处理，其中乔家

大院因“过度商业化”被取消5A

级的质量等级。

此事一出，引发了不少讨论

。关于国内景区，人们早有许多

话如鲠在喉。当商业化被讨论至

饱和之后，游客们发现他们抗拒

的不是景区里贩卖的商品，而是

不管在哪里都能看到一样的扇子

、杯子和说不出风格的手工艺品

——去哪都像去了趟义乌小商品

市场。

旅行是为了从日常生活中抽

离，但却逃不掉这种普遍的劣质

复制和想象力平庸，为什么？

热闹的古城

“摘牌事件”发生，晋中市

的其他景区都变得“人人自危”

。距离乔家大院38.2公里的平遥

古城也处在这样的压力中，“要

深刻汲取乔家大院被取消5A级景

区质量等级的教训”。随后，古

城内518家户外经营户在一场“A

级景区保卫战”中被取缔。

“保卫战”轰轰烈烈，古城

依然继续它习惯了的运行逻辑。

8月的平遥古城迎来了人潮

最为涌动的时候。拖着行李、戴

着墨镜的游客从各地风尘仆仆而

来。土棕色的外城墙肃穆庄严，

勾勒出过往2700多年里一座中部

县城所经历的风霜。

这座面积2.25平方公里的城

池每年都会接纳数量庞大的游客

，2018年的数字是1548万人次。

历史的痕迹是城内的主要看

点，一座座古迹见证着历史上有

名的晋商的活动痕迹，南北走向

的街道上陈列着多家曾是现代金

融业雏形的票号。

流传自祖先的商业基因在当

下以一种特别的方式继承着。走

进古城，仍然能看到具有地方特

色的陈醋、酒品销售，但是更多

的是一种重复的排列组合。

在西大街一段长度约100米

的道路上，就出现了款式几乎相

同的5家服装店和2家背包店，剩

下的，则分别是售卖明信片和自

称琥珀的店铺。这是城内商业的

缩影。

数量最多的服装店里的商品

样式，用一位女店主的话说是多

元的，分别有汉服、唐装和说不

清民族的“民族服饰”，当问到

和其他店铺有何不同，她则直言

差异不大。连民宿的老板也认为

，街上的服装店、手工艺品店竞

争激烈，数量早已“饱和了”。

如果说提供餐饮功能的饮料

店、餐饮店还是刚需，那么其他

商店的“饱和”便演变成一种审

美上的疲劳。有网友曾经调侃，

将国内任意一条古街巷的景致移

花接木至其他景区，也许没有人

能发现异样。

晚上的古城比白天更热闹，

体现在原本没有在固定店铺里经

营的商贩开始零散地占据了街道

两侧，路边的商品开始出现发光

的头箍、气球，还有毛绒玩具等

。

入夜后仍然有值守的管理人

员，没人知道他们会在什么时间

点到来，因此这样的摆卖具有一

定的风险。所以摆摊者几乎没有

携带任何多余的工具，以利于迅

速逃避，所贩卖的商品也必须价

值有限，这样即使被没收损失也

不大。

例如，以描摹人像谋生的街

头画家只带了一支笔和一叠画纸

，他旁边是推着小车卖凉糕的大

叔，对面的则是卖烧烤的居民 ，

只有烤豆腐和牛肉串。

闪着灯的车一经被发现，各

色的小贩迅速一哄而散，躲进旁

边的小巷，像是上演一场环节固

定的默剧。在自家门口卖烧烤的

居民是有最大优势的，装有轮子

的烧烤车只需要往后一推，便能

整个地藏进身后的屋子里，一系

列动作一气呵成，形如条件反射

。

不少古城内的本地居民也有

同样的生意，这视乎地理位置而

定，一些深居在内巷的居民可以

直接在庭院里摆摊，而烧烤摊这

类需要吸引人、油烟大的食物，

则要推出到门外才足够显眼。

为什么不入店而要做“走鬼

”？成本是主要原因。一间28平

方米的店铺一年的租金要18万元

，这在城镇人均可支配收入只有

30442元的平遥是一笔不小的投资

。

到处都是“义乌”

商业生态的同质化不仅是审

美的问题。当我们在如常讨论景

区商业设置的时候，其实是在默

认一种文化上的刚需—购买纪念

品的需要。人们出外，几乎都会

购买伴手礼。

中国的旅游业真正走上快车

道只是最近10年的事情，即使海

外游的人数在以惊人速度增长，

但更多的人还只停留在国内、省

内游的阶段。互联网时代流行

“打卡”，但在这样的网络语言

尚未盛行前，在外地携带有一定

标识度的物品便是一种打卡的形

式——是什么，就显得不那么重

要了。

一名山西景区的导游是这样

解释她所了解的情况：即使东西

一样，但是只要印上了不同地方

的名称，那么对于游客来说“价

值就会不一样”。

一面是游客的需求，另一面

是商户的成本选择。浪漫的幻想

，化为现实便是冷冰冰的数字。

面对一年接近20万元的租金（往

往还要加上转让费），与其费心

另辟蹊径，还不如选择运行良好

的既有商业模式稳当。

他们要做的，就是找到可以

复制的样板。一名平遥古城的服

装商户表示，店铺是以加盟的形

式链入的，加盟费则根据地址差

异而有所不同，在缴纳费用后就

能获取统一的进货渠道。

大部分商品的复制几无难度

，只要有新的样式出现，它们被

批量地复制和生产只是时间的问

题。而后这些货物通过线下门店

的分发，便能赋予其应有的“仪

式感”。

这种出于经济成本的现实考

虑，把游客愈发在乎的差异化和

个性化需求置诸脑后，需求和供

给错位，却依旧能继续运转。

不想失望，就需要降低期待

。可是为什么有期待？除了想见

识那些拥有温暖名称的山川、河

流，还有一个很实在的因素：毕

竟是付了真金白银的。运营成本

、基础设施建设费都需要门票来

支撑，但是这张通行证却总是被

抱怨“贵得理直气壮”。

不仅是动辄百元的门票，还

有进到景区后另立各种名目收取

的费用，不给，可能就上不了索

道、下不了山，交了，又难免感

觉自己当了冤大头。景区旅游成

了马里奥式的过关游戏，跨过这

关，就吃到了蘑菇，接着还有下

一关在等着你。

整改前的乔家大院收费 135

元，高价的门票迎来的是百转千

回的商贸市场，怪不得有很多游

客都高呼自己“被骗了”。

时至今日，门票仍然是许多

地方旅游收入的重要来源，这个

比例一直高居不下，即使是在经

济发达的无锡，2017年这项数据

是61.5%，到了2018年上半年，

更是达到七成以上。

被景区坑一次，你的人生才

算完整

乘兴而至，却在入口处先被泼了

一盆冷水，你想要的和对方能提

供的，有时并不是一回事。门票

收入高，对产业发展本身就是一

种道德风险，即让人安安稳稳不

思进取，就像经济学所说的“资

源诅咒”。

在门票收入的挤出效应下，

费力的领域就会被放弃，游客们

所渴望看到的文创产品、符合自

己口味的线路，还有打动人的宣

传，仍然还在路上。

所以，义乌式商品普遍化就

在情理之中了，这条流水线上的

产业链，契合了景区运转机制上

的每一环，环环相扣，镶嵌了我

们慢慢变得麻木的情绪。

精神上的移动

剖开时间维度上的旅游街区

历史脉络，其实它们的起步不过

是20世纪90年代的事情，这种发

展伴随的是城市改造的潮流以及

双休日制度的来临。

生活在城市的居民开始发现

，有了闲暇的时间，有了一点可

以支配的钱财，出行经验欠缺的

他们大多选择安排妥当的旅行社

跟团，包团旅游成为了那时候的

主导模式。

旅游业的开发对一个地方的

影响是天翻地覆的。20世纪80年

代，城市化的车轮轧过晋中，落

后了太久、迫切想富起来的治理

者先推倒了城墙、老房子，在平

遥四周的祁县、太谷、榆次等地

原本拥有更完备的古城，都遗憾

地未能留下。

财力最为薄弱的平遥推进力

度最慢，城墙口子已经被拆开了

，正准备扩宽马路时，同济大学

一名教授见到后惊讶不已，紧急

上报，才获得“刀下留城”的批

示。

这个曾经最是贫苦的地区一

跃成了如今世界知名的旅游景点

。

原本住在景区内的居民，对

旅游都视之为自然的就业选择，

他们分别成为带队进入的旅游大

巴司机、在自家门前制作手工月

饼的大叔，以及改造自家房屋开

设民宿的老板娘。

在平遥，每5个人中就有1个

旅游从业者。开头提到的司机老

马，便说他的妹妹嫁给了平遥人

，他凡是拉到旅客，都大力推介

妹妹家的民宿，这是在践行着最

朴素的“靠山吃山，靠水吃水”

法则。

所以景区在容纳游客的同时

，也在容纳原本视之为成长地的

居民。此次随着乔家大院被摘牌

事件一同被曝光的还有其他的5A

级景区，比如河南省焦作市的云

台山景区、广东省梅州市的雁南

飞茶田景区以及云南省昆明市石

林景区等等，而这些地方大多位

于欠发达地区。

景点的开发建设少不了当地

居民的加入，以人情为主导的传

统熟人社会的规则仍然穿插在现

代旅游业的开展中，这是在传承

一种规矩，但也在一定程度上抗

拒着创意和变革的到来。

“游客只来一次”的想法被

放大，对于那些“不回头客”，

方便、快捷地获得经济收入成为

了脱离原先落后经济状况最直接

和实用的选择。

如今国内的景区旅游困境在

于，当人们舟车劳顿去到一个新

的地点，却找不到这个地方究竟

有何特别之处，火车碾过的车印

，飞机滑行的轨迹，当然可以从

物理层面上证实移动的方向，但

是越来越多的人却感觉在精神上

从未移动，这无疑是当代社会一

个具有隐喻的反差。

一位资深的驴友告诉记者，

她印象最深的是在斯里兰卡看到

的象粪纸。大象是当地最神圣的

动物，但象粪曾经是烦恼，如今

制作成了被爱惜的物品。食量巨

大又不再适用于现代运输业的大

象，面临生存困境，用它的粪便

做的纸，提醒人们如何一同来保

护它们。

“完完全全的商业化产物，

不贵，谈不上多高端，但赋予了

它最先进的理念。”

被
景
区
坑
一
次
，
你
的
人
生
才
算
完
整
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各式牛肉類各式牛肉類、、雞肉類雞肉類、、豬肉類豬肉類、、海鮮類海鮮類、、蔬菜類煲仔飯蔬菜類煲仔飯
雙拼類雙拼類：：臘味臘味++ 排骨排骨，，鰻魚鰻魚++秘製叉燒秘製叉燒，，排骨排骨++ 香辣雞香辣雞（（雙雙
拼可任選燉湯或飲料拼可任選燉湯或飲料 ））
新增新增：：黑椒羊肉煲仔飯黑椒羊肉煲仔飯、、孜然羊肉煲仔飯孜然羊肉煲仔飯
另有另有：：便當類便當類：：香酥豬扒飯香酥豬扒飯，，香酥雞排飯香酥雞排飯、、臘腸炒飯臘腸炒飯、、蝦炒蝦炒
飯飯
牛腩湯麵牛腩湯麵,, 叉燒湯麵叉燒湯麵。。

飲料類飲料類：：各式水果清茶各式水果清茶、、有機鮮奶茶有機鮮奶茶，，奶茶及經典茶品奶茶及經典茶品
西瓜鮮果西瓜鮮果、、草莓鮮果草莓鮮果
Happy Hour:Happy Hour: 周一至周四周一至周四33::3030pm~pm~ 55::3030pmpm
凡來店消費一個主餐送一杯飲品凡來店消費一個主餐送一杯飲品
電話電話：：713713--777777--88388838
地址地址：：98889888 Bellaire Blvd #Bellaire Blvd #138138 Houston, TXHouston, TX 7703677036

本報記者秦鴻鈞攝影本報記者秦鴻鈞攝影

「「煲來飽去煲來飽去」」 休士頓獨家煲仔飯專賣店休士頓獨家煲仔飯專賣店

「「煲來飽去煲來飽去」」 位於位於 「「黃金廣場黃金廣場」 「」 「燕窩城燕窩城」」 隔壁隔壁

北京時間8月21日，電影《哪吒之
魔童降世》（以下稱為《哪吒》）上映
27天，票房超過《復仇者聯盟4》，躍
居中國影史票房第三（前兩位是《戰狼
2》和《流浪地球》）。
《哪吒》在美國上映分為IMAX 3D版和
普通版，IMAX3D版的上映日期是8月
29日（周四），普通版的上映日期是9
月6日（周五）

由餃子執導並與易巧、魏蕓蕓共同
編劇。本片以明朝小說《封神演義》為
基礎，圍繞中國傳統神話人物哪吒與東
海龍王之子敖丙兩個角色展開，並在此
之上進行原創，講述了因意外差錯成為
“魔丸”轉世的哪吒，面對命運所迫，
沒有屈服，而是勇於抗爭的故事。元始
天尊將混元珠提煉成靈珠和魔丸兩顆，
本應是靈珠轉世的哪吒因為太乙真人的

失誤被魔丸托生，生來便註定是混世魔
王。父母並沒有因為他是魔王而拋棄他
，在太乙真人的幫助下，希望哪吒可以
學習本領，為民除害，但叛逆的他並沒
有得到陳塘關人民的認可。期間，哪吒
認識了龍王之子敖丙，成為了彼此各自
唯一的朋友。面對人們的誤解和天雷的
降臨，生而為魔的哪吒卻沒有屈從於命

運安排，最後憑借一己之力挽救了蒼生
。

自上映以來，動畫電影《哪吒之魔
童降世》（以下簡稱《哪吒》）不但點
燃了人們對國漫的熱情，還在不斷刷新
票房紀錄。哪吒》於7月26日在中國內
地上映，隨後接連破紀錄：上映1小時

29分，票房破億；截至8月18日零點
，總票房超過40億元，成為國內第四
部跨入“四十億俱樂部”的影片，也是
其中唯一一部動畫電影。該片也成為國
內首部觀影人次破億的動畫電影。

《哪吒》官方微博則表示：“踩上
風火輪，去往更遠的遠方。北美的小夥
伴們，小爺要來見你們啦！導演餃子：
“我們這部電影每一個畫面每一幀，我
們都是精雕細琢，力求做到自己的做好
。基本上是國產動畫電影中，特效鏡頭
量是最大的了。我相信在IMAX這麼大

的銀幕，而且有這麼好的音響的環境下
，它能呈現出更大的震撼。”

《哪吒》是繼《流浪地球》後，
2019年第二部在全美上映的國產電影
，而且是近幾十年在北美上映的第一部
國產動畫電影。9月6日《哪吒》普通
場將會大面積在美國上映，具體場次我
們還在和影院積極溝通中，大家可以先
去看IMAX版一睹為快，然後等普通版
上映後再次二刷、三刷。相信我，這部
電影絕對值得你一遍遍的刷起來！

《《哪吒之魔童降世哪吒之魔童降世》》休斯頓休斯頓
即將火熱登場即將火熱登場
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