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Some U.S. states inch toward easing coronavi-
rus curbs after Trump unveils guidelines

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Some U.S. states were expected
on Friday to announce timetables for lifting restrictions
aimed at blunting the coronavirus pandemic, a day after
President Donald Trump outlined guidelines for a phased
reopening of the devastated U.S. economy.

In Texas and Florida, Republican governors were expected
to outline plans for a gradual reopening, according to me-
dia reports, and the city of Jacksonville, Florida, will allow
beaches and parks to reopen with some restrictions.

“Reopening will take time and be done in thoughtful
measured steps,” Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry wrote
on Twitter. “As we open areas it is important for folks to
practice social distancing. Let’s get the beach and park
openings with limitations right. Keep moving. No large
groups.”

The Republican Trump, seeking a second term in a Nov.
3 election against presumptive Democratic nominee Joe
Biden, on Thursday laid out new staggered, three-stage
guidelines for U.S. states meant to revive the economy
even as the country goes on fighting the pandemic.

In heavily industrial Michigan, Democratic Governor
Gretchen Whitmer said on Friday she hoped to begin
re-engaging parts of the economy on May 1. Michigan,

a state that Trump narrowly won in 2016, has faced one

of the fastest growing infection rates, but residents have
pressed to reopen the state’s economy, some even taking to
the streets in protest.

Mississippi’s Republican Governor Tate Reeves said he would
extend by a week a stay-at-home order that was set to expire
on Monday while easing some restrictions early next week.

Beaches and lakes can reopen on Monday for fishing and
relaxing, while non-essential businesses can sell products for
drive-through pick-up or delivery, he said.

“We are easing the brakes on ‘non-essential’ businesses,”
Reeves said. “I wanted to announce that we can all ease up
and re-open today, but we can’t. We are still in the eye of the
storm.”

The United States has reported more coronavirus infections
than any other country, with nearly 670,000 cases and at least
33,300 deaths. The infections and casualties are spread un-
evenly across the country, with more densely populated places
such as New York and New Jersey suffering the most.

On Friday, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio canceled
permitted city events through May, extending the cancellation
by a month. He said events for June were under review. He
said New York has to set a “high bar” for restarting large group
events.

AFIRST PHASEStates that have met the federal criteria can
move into the first phase of re-opening on Friday, Trump said

on Thursday.

“You have very different states. If you look at Montana, Wyo-
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FILE PHOTO:
U.S. President
Donald Trump
answers questions
about his admin-
istration’s plans
for “Opening Up
America Again”
during the daily
coronavirus task
force briefing at
the White House in
Washington, U.S.,
April 16, 2020.
REUTERS/Leah
Millis

ming, North Dakota, that’s a lot different than New York, a
lot different than New Jersey,” he said.

Rural Montana has reported 415 cases and 7 deaths and
Wyoming 296 cases and 2 deaths, while New York state has
14,776 casualties, nearly half the national total.

Democrats such as Biden and U.S. House of Representa-
tives Speaker Nancy Pelosi criticized Trump’s plan.

The guidance “does nothing to make up for the
president’s failure to listen to the scientists and pro-
duce and distribute national rapid testing,” Pelosi
said.

The extraordinary measures to control the novel coronavi-
rus outbreak have battered the U.S. economy - a record 22
million Americans have sought unemployment benefits over
the past month, almost wiping out all the job gains since the
Great Recession.

Trump’s plan is a set of recommendations for state gov-
ernors, some of whom Trump has clashed with during the
coronavirus crisis. It marks a retreat by the president, who
on Monday insisted he had total authority to direct states to
reopen or remain closed.

With the onus on governors, Trump is giving himself polit-
ical cover if anything fails. He played down the seriousness
of the threat posed by the coronavirus in the early weeks of
the outbreak.
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New York governor attacks Trump for
‘passing buck’ on pandemic response

Maria Caspani, Nathan Layne

NEW YORK (Reuters) - New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo on Friday launched a blistering attack on Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s response to the coronavirus crisis,
accusing him of “passing the buck” to the states and favor-
ing big business over communities hardest hit.

Cuomo, who had previously kept his criticism of Trump
in check, unleashed a flurry of broadsides following a re-
porter’s question about the president’s comments suggest-
ing New York had asked for too much aid that was never
fully used.

The governor said the president should “maybe get up and
go to work” instead of watching TV and accused him of
favoring the airline industry and other business cronies in
a recent bailout package that Cuomo said left little for the
states.

Cuomo said that he had been quick to praise the presi-
dent when the state was in dire need of hospital beds and
ventilators and that his requests for help with those were
motivated by the White House’s own dire projections for
the virus.

“We built more beds than we needed,” Cuomo, said point-
ing to initial federal projections on the impact of the virus
which predicted that as many as 2.2 million people could
die. “Our only mistake was believing your numbers and
your projections.”

Cuomo, whose state is at the epicenter of the U.S. out-
break, accounting for nearly half of the country’s deaths,
said the president had repeatedly refused to help states
with ramping up testing because it was “too complicated”
He said he needs federal funding to significantly ramp

up testing capacity and to fill a $10-$15 billion budget
shortfall that is hampering the state’s ability to fund such
efforts on its own. He criticized the aid packages passed by

Congress to date for a lack of funds to hard-
hit states like New York.

“Is there any funding so I can do these
things that you want us to do? ‘No,” Cuo-
mo told a daily briefing on the coronavirus.
“That is passing the buck without passing

the bucks”

He spoke one day after the Trump adminis-
tration outlined plans for a phased reopen-
ing, starting with the states least affected by
the virus.

On Thursday, Cuomo extended the

“The federal government has passed
three bills to address this crisis. Of those
three bills the state governments have
gotten precisely zero, zilch, nada in unre-
stricted aid,” Cuomo said.

FILE PHOTO:
New York gov-
ernor Andrew
Cuomo speaks
in the Manhat-
tan borough of
New York City,
New York, U.S,,
March 30, 2020.
REUTERS/Car-
lo Allegri/File
Photo

closure of businesses and schools in his
state until at least May 15, but he has
started to plan on a phased reopening
that would hinge on keeping hospi-
talizations and other key metrics on a
downward trend.

“Okay, it’s up to the states, but then

don’t ask the states, don’t give them this
massive undertaking that has never been
done before and then not give them any
resources to do it

Cuomo said on Friday that a total of
17,316 people were hospitalized across
New York because of COVID-19,
down from 17,735 a day earlier and the
lowest since April 5. Intubations and
admissions to intensive care units also
fell, he said.

Stay Healthy! B U S I N E S S Work Safe!

U.S. Coronavirus Deaths Increase
By Record Amount For Second
Straight Day -- Reuters Tally

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

April 18 (Reuters) - U.S. coronavirus

New York state and some other hard-hit
areas continue to report sharp decreases
in hospitalizations and numbers of pa-
tients on ventilators, although front-line
healthcare workers and resources re-
mained under extraordinary stress.
Officials have also cautioned that coro-
navirus-related death figures are likely an
undercount due to people dying at home
or in nursing homes who were never test-
ed for the virus. (Courtesy https://news.
trust.org/)

More States Extend Their Shut-
downs: New York, Connecticut,
Maryland, Virginia

New York, Connecticut, Maryland, and
Virginia authorities are among the latest
to announce extensions of COVID-19
lockdowns in their states.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said
Thursday that all schools and non-essen-
tial businesses would remain shuttered in
his state through at least May 15.
Cuomo, who has formed a pact with gov-
ernors in Connecticut, Delaware, Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Rhode Island to coordinate the reopen-

the hardest-hit state was controlling its
spread, Cuomo said.

“The good news is it means we can
control the virus. We can control the
spread,” Cuomo told a daily briefing.
“And we did not know for sure that we
could do that.”

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont said in
a statement that all previously enacted
executive orders on business closures
and social distancing would be extend-
ed through at least May 20. He also said
non-essential workers are to stay home
and that social and recreational gather-
ings of more than five people are banned.

Every 8 minutes,
We respond

Medical workers cheer and acknowl-
edge pedestrians and FDNY firefight-

deaths increased by a record number
for the second day in a row, rising by at
least 2,371 on Wednesday to top 30,800,
according to a Reuters tally, as states
spared the worst of the pandemic mulled
a partial lifting of restrictions on busi-
ness and social life by May 1.

The United States recorded its first coro-
navirus fatality on Feb. 29. It took 38
days to reach 10,000 deaths and just nine
more days to go from 10,000 fatalities
to 30,000. The previous high single-day
death toll was 2,364 on Tuesday.

U.S. confirmed cases topped 635,000 in
the United States and 2 million globally.
Despite the spike in deaths, there were
tentative signs in some parts of the coun-
try that the outbreak was beginning to
ebb.

Governors of about 20 states with few
coronavirus cases believe they may be
ready to start the process of reopening
their economies by President Donald
Trump’s May 1 target date, a top U.S.
health official said on Wednesday.
Governors in harder-hit states - New

York, California, Louisiana, New Jersey,
Massachusetts and Michigan - said there
was a need for more widespread testing
before starting to end the coronavirus
shutdown, which has thrown millions
out of work with the closing of restau-
rants, businesses and schools.

Health officials have noted that death
figures are a lagging indicator of the out-
break, coming after the most severely ill
patients fall sick, and do not mean stay-
at-home restrictions are failing to curb
transmissions.

US vs NYC COVID-19 death rate, by age

COVID-19 in the US COVID-19 in NYC

g
#

ing of their economies, said the earliest
that would happen is May 15.

“We have to continue what we are do-
ing,” Cuomo said, Fox News reports. “I
don’t want to project beyond that peri-
od... people need certainty and clarity
so they can plan, | need a coordinated
action plan with the other states. So one
month we will continue the close down
policies.”

Man runs in Brooklyn while lower
Manhattan looms in the background
in New York City, N.Y., on March 28,
2020. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)

The number of people hospitalized for
COVID-19 and related deaths in New
York fell to their lowest levels in more
than a week, adding to evidence that

ers who gathered to applaud them at
7pm outside Brooklyn Hospital Center
in New York on April 14, 2020. (John
Minchillo/AP Photo)

“Anyone in a public space should make
sure that they’re wearing a mask, not
only for your own safety but also for
those around you,” Lamont said in a
Twitter post. “This is the way that we are
going to get this virus behind us sooner
and get everyone back to work as soon as
we possibly can.”

Non-essential businesses have been or-
dered to stay shut until May 15 in Wash-
ington and until May 8 in Virginia.
“Right now while our numbers are still
climbing and we are still heading up that
curve, not down, it is absolutely critical
for Marylanders to stay home, to contin-
ue avoiding crowds and gatherings, and
to aggressively practice social distanc-
ing,” Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan wrote
on Twitter. (Courtesy https://www.ntd.
com/)
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taking pictures of a drill against looting at an abandoned supermarket, as the A girl with her dog await in line to collect groceries from the Food Bank in San Antonio, Texas

spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico April 17, 2020. REUTERS/Jose Luis Gonzalez

A sign is pictured inside a bus after Skanetrafiken, the public transport company in Scania
province, let passengers board a bus through the rear entrance to protect the drivers from
coronavirus, in Malmo, Sweden April 17, 2020.

Spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Strasbourg
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Medical workers pose for photos taken by coworkers following a coronavirus disease out- Medical workers pose for photos taken by coworkers following a coronavirus disease outbreak at

break at the FutureCare Lochearn senior nursing facility in Baltimore the FutureCare Lochearn senior nursing facility in Baltimore

s

MMA - BFC 50 - Belarusian Fight Championship - Prime Hall, Minsk, Belarus - April 17, 2020 Await- ~ Medical staff members, wearing face masks, are seen in an intensive care unit for
ress is seen wearing a protective face mask, despite most sport being cancelled around the world as the ~ coronavirus disease (COVID-19) patients at the Clinique de I’Orangerie private
spread of coronavirus disease (COVID19) continues REUTERS/Vasily Fedosenko hospital in Strashourg, as the spread of the coronavirus disease continues, France
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World Coronavirus Updates

Confirmed cases of COVID-19

As of Apeil 36, Bpm EDT
Confirmed cases

2,152,647
+96,592
from yesterday

Recoveries

542,107

+31,088

Top countries by confirmed case count
1,08 67,801
2. Spain 184,948
3. haly 168.941

6. UK
7. China
B.lran

104,145
83, 403
77.995

11.Canada
12, Brazil
13. Netherlands

39,899
30,425
29,383

Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins;

Map: Axios Visuals

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Over 1 million coronavirus tests will be
dispersed next week across Africa, AP
reports. The continent as a whole has
reported 916 deaths.
By the numbers: COVID-19 has
infected more than 2 million people
and killed over 140,700 worldwide,
per Johns Hopkins. More than 532,000
people have recovered from the virus.
* The U.S. has reported the most cases
(more than 641,000 from 3.2 million
tests). Spain has reported the most cases
outside the U.S. (more than 182,000).
What’s happening: The U.K. extended
its March 23 lockdown for “for at least
the next three weeks,” Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab announced Thursday.
» New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said at a news conference Thurs-
day many restrictions would remain in
place following the end of a strict level
4 lockdown, due to end next week.
Level 3 would see restaurants and stores
remain closed but online purchases
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permitted. Schools could reopen up to
the equivalent of ninth grade, but atten-
dance would be voluntary.

« Spain’s industrial and construction
workers are heading back to work this
week, and a limited number of business-
es and shops are reopening in regions
throughout Italy.

« In South Korea, the first national poll
held worldwide since the virus was de-
clared a pandemic resulted in President
Moon Jae-in’s left-leaning ruling party
won the largest majority of seats in 30
years in the parliamentary elections
Wednesday.

« Large-scale testing, contact tracing,
a health system that can withstand new
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patient surges, and a sustained pattern
of lowered infections are all necessary
for countries to relax quarantines, the
European Commission advised on
Wednesday.
» Germany will begin a “gradual” and
“very careful” loosening of its corona-
virus lockdown next week, Chancellor
Angela Merkel said Wednesday.
« World Health Organization Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus said at a press briefing Wednesday
that he “regrets” Trump’s decision to
halt U.S. funding, and that the agency
will work “to fill any financial gaps we
face and to ensure our work continues
uninterrupted.”
¢ French President Emmanuel Macron
said Wednesday he’s gotten the agree-
ment of Trump and the leaders of China
and the U.K. to back a UN call for a
global ceasefire so the world can over-
come the virus. Macron hopes Russian
President Vladimir Putin will agree to
the truce.
The big picture: Half the planet’s
population is on lockdown. Europeans
and Americans are desperate to move
beyond the worst of the crisis and return
to something approaching normal. But
the WHO has cautioned that moving
too fast will undermine sacrifices made
so far.
Between the lines: Policy responses
to the crisis have been every-coun-
try-for-itself and — in the case of the
U.S. and China — tinged with geopolit-
ical rivalry.
* But the scientific work under way
to understand the virus and develop
a vaccine has been globalized on an
unprecedented scale.
Coronavirus symptoms: Fever, cough,
shortness of breath. (Courtesy axios.
com)

The Path Forward
After weeks of the spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic and widespread
lockdown, we must now take stock of
how the crisis has disrupted the strategic
decision-making framework for orga-
nizations and try to build a new one to
look beyond the immediate crisis.
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But what happens when a major dis-
ruption like the COVID-19 pandemic
hits the global economy in a massively
accelerated timeframe? Suddenly we are
through the looking glass: the horizons
are turned around, and a world envi-
sioned only by futurists is playing out

in real-time on data terminals, social
network feeds, and television screens.
Almost overnight, horizon three has
now become horizon one, as fashion
houses scramble to convert production
lines to make surgical masks, automo-
tive companies to produce ventilators,
and brewers and perfume house to make
hand sanitizer. Now the final horizon
represents the world that used to be

the first one: the one where people

can leave their houses to go to cafes

and movie theatres, go shopping and
purchase non-essential goods, and travel
domestically and internationally more or
less freely.

Covid-19 Could Push Half
A Billion People Into Poverty

Additional people in poverty due to a 20% income
drop caused by a Covid-19 recession’

cstri 5o N 7>
south Asia [ 1255

Latin American & Caribbean [l 523m

Middle East & North Africa [JJJJij 44.5m ‘ Toal
subsaharan Africa [JJj s46m | 3757
Europe & Central Asia [ 20.5m
Other High Income | 4.7m
* Poverty level - people sarning below $5.50 per day
Source: Crafam
@O0 statista®a

And yet in this new world, we can

still use a version of the three horizons
framework, one shaped by the nature
of the pandemic and our responses to
it. In this scenario, the first horizon is
the one where much of the world is
now or is likely to be soon. This is an
emerging crisis horizon, where society
is scrambling to respond to the radically
changed situation and taking drastic
measures to “flatten the curve” of the
pandemic.

Most likely this will be followed by a
second horizon that does not represent
full recovery but is not the full crisis
anymore. In this horizon, the most
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stringent restrictions are raised but
others are kept in place, and supply
chains and travel plans are subject to
disruption by emerging restrictions on
the back of secondary outbreaks. This

is the horizon where the public health
crisis is followed by its economic im-
pact and shaped in part by governments’
response.

And then there is the new third hori-
zon — the “after” — when the reaction to
the COVID-19 health crisis has been
assimilated into a new normal or ceded
the stage to new disruptions. On one
hand this “new normal” won’t be just

a return to the “before,” as the pan-
demic response is accelerating several
transformative processes that might be
hard to reverse — from the expansion of
governments’ role in the economy to the
adoption of remote working protocols.
But it is also unlikely to be a completely
different world from the pre-pandemic:
we have learned from the financial and
technological disruptions of the past 30
years that there are parts of the fabric

of society — from long lived infrastruc-
ture to complex regulatory frameworks
— that are difficult to change quickly.
(Courtesy weforum.org)
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ECONOMICAL, NUTRITIOUS & DELICIOUS
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Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.

e IBER&4EE Finest Quality

e BAMNZEIMER - HER » HFIEF(EMKEIEEE
Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.

u] B 2 =X A 14X BE 57 85 v pE S H

Available at Your Favorite Distributor

(Rivialla)a

Contact: Cesar Vazquez
Phone: 713-535-8215
E-mail: cvazquez@riviana.com
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