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Millions of Americans join unemployed
ranks as coronavirus ravages economy

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A stunning 26.5 million
Americans have sought unemployment benefits over the
last five weeks, confirming that all the jobs gained during
the longest employment boom in U.S. history have been
wiped out as the novel coronavirus savages the economy.

FILE PHOTO:
A woman looks
for informa-

The labor market slaughter added to collapsing oil prices,
retail sales, manufacturing production, homebuilding and

home sales in reinforcing economists’ contention that the tion on the
economy entered recession in March. application for
As the economic slump deepens protests have risen unemployment
against nationwide lockdowns to control the spread support at the
of COVID-19, the potentially lethal respiratory illness New Orleans
caused by the virus. President Donald Trump, who is Office of Work-

force Devel-
opment, as the
spread of coro-
navirus disease
(COVID-19)
continues, in
New Orleans,
Louisiana U.S,,
April 13, 2020.
REUTERS/Car-

seeking a second term in the White House in November’s
general election, has been anxious to restart the paralyzed
economy.

Goodwill Industries

| IndustriesZ

Trump on Wednesday applauded steps taken by a handful
of Republican-led states to begin reopening their econo-
mies, despite warnings from health experts of a potential
new surge in infections.

RELATED COVERAGE

U.S. new home sales tumble in March

“Today’s report shows the labor market is almost certainly
pushing into new territory, jolting the unemployment rate
up above the Great Recession’s 10% peak and wiping out
more jobs than we've gained in the recovery,” said Daniel
Zhao, senior economist at Glassdoor, a website recruit-
ment firm.

Last week’s claims report covered the
period during which the government
surveyed business establishments for the
nonfarm payrolls component of April’s
employment report. Economists are fore-
casting as many as 25 million jobs were
lost in April after the economy purged
701,000 positions in March, which was

consecutive quarters of decline in real
GDP, as is the rule of thumb in many
countries. Instead, it looks for a drop
in activity, spread across the economy
and lasting more than a few months.

All told, 26.453 million people have filed
claims for jobless benefits since March 21,
representing 16.2% of the labor force. The
economy created 22 million jobs during the
employment boom which started in Septem-
ber 2010 and abruptly ended in February
this year.

Initial claims for state unemployment benefits dropped
810,000 to a seasonally adjusted 4.427 million for the
week ended April 18, the government said. Data for the
prior week was revised to show 8,000 fewer applications

WORST OVER?
Though weekly jobless filings remain

received than previously reported, reducing the count for

that period to 5.237 million. Economists polled by Reuters
had forecast claims falling to 4.2 million in the latest week.

initial claims.

The Labor Department said “the COVID-19
virus continues to impact the number of

the largest decline in 11 years.

The National Bureau of Economic
Research, the private research institute
regarded as the arbiter of U.S. reces-
sions, does not define a recession as two

very high, last week’s data marked

the third straight weekly decline,
raising hopes that the worst may be
over. Weekly claims appeared to have
peaked at a record 6.867 million in the

week ended March 28.
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President’s guidelines for reopening
the economy are sparking controversy,
with governors warning that the lack of
resources or specific criteria for wide-
spread testing is a weak spot. The White
House, though, says that states have
enough tests for the first phase of the
plan.

At least one state, though, has already
decided it will follow President Trump’s
guidelines and start the process of re-
opening its economy: Texas. It’s no
surprise that a red state was the first one
to decide that COVID-19 cases have de-
clined enough to start easing off restric-
tions.

Trump’s guidance is likely to deepen the
red state, blue state divide, and his tweets
telling people to “LIBERATE” states
like Minnesota, Michigan and Virginia
only heated up the debate on Friday.
From the White House

» The White House on Friday said that
states have enough tests to be able to
enter the first phase of their plan for re-
opening the economy, as the adminis-
tration faces pressure to increase testing
capacity. Peter Sullivan has the story.

* President Trump’s reopening guide-
lines leave decisions to the states, offer
no specifics on interstate travel, and
leave testing up to governors. Here are
five takeaways.

* One day after Trump reportedly told
governors they would “call the shots” in
determining when to lift social distanc-

ing guidelines in their Dollar Signs Versus Vital Signs?
Reopening The Economy

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

states, his tweets to
“LIBERATE” height-
ened tensions be-
tween demonstrators and
Democratic governors in
Minnesota, Michigan and Virginia. Brett
Samuels reports.

e Trump spent the morning picking a
Twitter fight with New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo (D) over additional federal
assistance for states as they try to ramp
up their respective COVID-19 testing in
the hopes of restarting their economies.
Marty Johnson has the story.

e The Trump administration has been
moving quickly to distribute CARES
Act funding to hospitals and doctors,
but providers on the front lines of the
coronavirus pandemic are worried they
will be shortchanged in the next round
of funding. Nathaniel Weixel has more.
e Trump announced a $19 billion pro-
gram to help the struggling agriculture
sector and distribute food to families.
The move comes amid worries about the
impact the coronavirus is having on the
nation’s food supply chain. Sylvan Lane
has the story.

In Congress

e Senate Democratic Leader Charles
Schumer (N.Y.) on Friday offered some
cautious praise for President Trump’s
guidelines for reopening the country but
said he thinks that more testing needs
to be made available, reiterating Demo-
crats’ call for a national testing program.
Read Alex Bolton for more.

» Tensions flared on Friday as Senate
Democrats pressed Vice President Pence
during a conference call for answers on
coronavirus testing. Jordain Carney re-
ports that lawmakers also questioned

Pence about Trump’s tweets to “LIBER-
ATE” states.

* A group of Senate Democrats want
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to
exempt checks being issued as part of
last month’s $2.2 trillion coronavirus
relief bill from being subjected to gar-
nishment by debt collectors. Get the full
story from Jordain Carney.

* Republicans on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee want Trump to escalate
his feud with the World Health Organi-
zation, and are calling on the adminis-
tration to make the United States’s vol-
untary contributions to the health body
contingent on the resignation of WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus. Juliegrace Brufke has more.

In The States
* Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) said Friday
that he plans to begin reopening differ-
ent Texas businesses through a series of
executive orders starting next week. But
he also said schools will remain closed
through the rest of the school year. Marty
Johnson has more.

* The Republican mayor of Jackson-
ville, Fla., said that the city’s beaches
and parks will reopen at 5 p.m. today for
essential activities only: walking, bik-
ing, hiking, fishing, running, swimming
and surfing, as long as social distancing
guidelines are followed. Despite intense
criticism and pressure, Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis (R) never issued a statewide
order to close the beaches. Get the full
story.

* In New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D)
asked the federal government to provide
immediate financial assistance to states
in their efforts to ramp up their testing
capacities in the hope of being able to
reopen their economies.

“The economic depression is directly
correlated with the rise in transmission
of the coronavirus,” Rep. Raul Ruiz
(D-Calif.), a physician, told Fox News

this week. “So, for us
to focus on the public
health and safety as-
pects is the right way
to help get our econo-
my back in order.”

The ultimate decision about when and
how to reopen the country’s economy
is largely in the hands of state and local
officials, and governors in both parties
have suggested they fear opening their
state economies and relaxing social dis-
tancing policies too early could back-
fire.

At the same time, the issue also rep-
resents a minefield for political leaders in
Washington, who are waging the debate
on a national stage against the backdrop
of high-stakes elections looming less
than seven months away.

Both sides are claiming the high ground:
the Republicans by appealing to the eco-
nomic fears of workers and businesses
concerned that the American dream is
slipping away; the Democrats by allying
themselves with the public health ex-
perts — including those on Trump’s own
coronavirus team — warning that a hasty
lifting of social distancing guidelines
would have deadly consequences.

And both sides come armed with their
own statistics. Fueling the GOP’s ur-
gency, unemployment has skyrocketed
in recent weeks and retail sales fell by
historic numbers in March. Fanning the
Democrats’ argument, the United States
now has more cases and deaths than any
country on the globe.

The balance they’re seeking is a delicate
one — more nuanced than just a simple
case of economic versus public health,
since the two are intrinsically entwined.
And perhaps no one is walking a finer

line than the president, who believes his
best chance at reelection is a booming
economy but is also wary that reopening
the country prematurely could backfire if
it spikes the number of coronavirus cas-
es, spooks markets and drives the econo-
my further downward.

“President Trump is pushing hard on the
gas to get this done quickly sensing it
would benefit him and help strengthen
his position,” Julian Zelizer, a political
historian at Princeton University, said
Wednesday. “But the science is so strong
on this and the consequences so severe,
Democrats will not cross over on this un-
til it is absolutely safe.”

Indeed, Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
warned this week that Democrats, while
supporting trillions of dollars in eco-
nomic relief for businesses and workers
ravaged by the pandemic, fully intend to
heed the direction of the public health
experts when it comes to reopening so-
ciety.

“All of us want to resume the precious
and beautiful lives that America’s unique
freedoms provide,” Pelosi wrote Tues-
day to Democrats. “We will overcome
this moment, but success requires one
fundamental from which all actions will
follow: we need the truth.”

In a shot at the president, Pelosi urged the
public to “ignore lies and start to listen to
scientists ... in order to protect ourselves
and our loved ones.” And some Repub-
licans are also stressing the importance
of conducting a much broader testing
campaign before taking steps to reopen
even the most rural parts of the country.
(Courtesy https://thehill.com/)
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Steven Busulwa, an animal keeper, runs away from a charging rhino at the ) ) o ) ) ) o
Uganda Wildlife Conservation Education Center (UWEC) amid the spread of Hospital staff do yoga stretches and breathing exercises in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at the Hospital Clinic in

the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), within Wakiso district, in Entebbe Barcelona as the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, Spain, April 23, 2020. REUTERS/Na-
cho Doce TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Medical personnel jump in the COVID-19 unit at the CHR Centre Hospitalier Regional de la
Citadelle Hospital, during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in Liege, Belgium,
April 22, 2020. REUTERS/Yves Herman TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

German Chancellor Angela Merkel attends a session at the lower house of parliament, Bunde-
stag, as the spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) continues, in Berlin, Germany, April
23, 2020. REUTERS/Annegret Hilse TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

AT eang

¥ b
The showcase of a souvenir-shop displays a protective gear at the famous red-light district A Municipality worker prepares a new grave at a cemetery complex provided by the government
“Reeperbahn” during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Hamburg for coronavirus disease (COVID-19) victims in Jakarta, Indonesia April, 22, 2020. REUTERS/

Willy Kurniawan TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
|

)/

Stefania and Carlo wear protective face masks as they kiss after their civil wedding ceremony with only /A man wearing a protective mask walks past a mural depicting a nurse in o
witnesses and no guests, as public meetings are prohibited as part of Italy’s blocking measures to pre- Shoreditch, amid the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, in London, Britain
vent the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Castiglione della Pescaia, Italy, April 22, 2020. April 21, 2020. REUTERS/Henry Nicholls TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Texas Lab Leading The Way
On Coronavirus Research

The Galveston National Laboratory on the University
of Texas Medical Branch campus in Galveston, Texas.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

One of the best weapons on the fight
against COVID-19 is right here in
Texas — a high security biocontain-
ment lab where some of the best minds
in medicine are looking for answers.
They’re not only working on a vaccine
for coronavirus, they think they might
be close to a treatment.

It’s a nondescript building on the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch in Gal-
veston but, inside the Galveston Nation-
al Laboratory are some of the scientists
leading the offense against COVID-19.
“We have the ability to safely work on
the most dangerous pathogens,” said

executive director Dr. Jim Le Duc. His
office has a view of the Gulf of Mexico
— but the building itself is so sturdy, it
withstood the fury of Hurricane Ike in
2008, even as Galveston Island suffered
major damage.

It is a high security facility so locked
down that very few images from inside
are ever let out. “No photography” signs
hang prominently in the halls, the first
thing we saw when we walked out of
the elevator.

Somewhere inside, in a biocontainment
lab, some of the scientists are leading
the offense against COVID-19. “We’re
looking at a number of different drugs
that are licensed, and those that are in
the pipeline for licensure as research
projects -- just to see if they react with
this virus if they can somehow be used
to control the virus and there are some
very promising candidates,” he said.
Soon, an antiviral drug could be
available. It could ease symptoms like
pneumonia. Dr Le Duc told me that
researchers are testing both drugs that
are already on the market, to see if they
react to the novel coronavirus, and
drugs that were already in human clini-
cal testing. “So, I think for the near term
in a few months this is probably a very
promising area of investigation.”
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Researchers are also working on pre-
vention — a vaccine that would stop
people from getting COVID-19. “We
have done a lot of work on two other
coronaviruses that have been epidemic
in the near past. SARS virus which was
an outbreak in 2003 and MERS virus
the Middle East respiratory syndrome
virus which is another coronavirus -- we
continue to see cases of that. So, we’ve
been working for several years on a
vaccine for those viruses and one of the
candidates that we’d like to further de-
velop is in fact this initial MERS/SARS
vaccine,” he said.

Dr. Le Duc has led the GNL since 2006,
and before that served at the Centers

for Disease Control where he was the
influenza coordinator and the director of
Viral and Rickettsial Diseases. “This is
the most significant outbreak I have ever
worked on,” he said somberly.

It’s an opinion state leaders take very
seriously. “We are not surprised by
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cases like this. We anticipated cases like
this arising,” Governor Greg Abbott
told reporters on Thursday, as cases

in the Houston area were reported.

“We continue to collaborate with local
and federal partners to remain pre-
pared to respond to any future cases of
COVID-19.”

While scientists are racing to find
answers, Dr. Le Duc says people have
hard decisions to make about events like
Spring Break and SXSW, because social
isolation works. “It’s almost certain

that we’re going to have cases here and
we’re going to have some deaths.”
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Just two miles away, small waves break
on the shore facing outward toward
the Gulf of Mexico. This week, just a
few people are wading into the water
and digging in the sand. The Ferris
wheel at the Pleasure Pier was still on
the afternoon we were there. But that
could change next week and the week
after that, as Spring Break begins for
universities and school districts across
Texas. That could be the test of how
willing people are to stay away from
large public activities.
For now, hand washing, and social
isolation are the best weapons we have
against the virus. “We don’t have a drug
or anything, we’re just trying the social
distance, keep people away so that peo-
ple who are infected aren’t exposed to
people that are susceptible,” said Dr. Le
Duc. (Courtesy https://cbsaustin.com/)
Related
Americans over 60 should stock
up on food and medications
and avoid venturing out as the coro-
navirus spreads
In a media briefing on Monday about
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the novel coronavirus, Dr. Nancy Mes-
sonnier focused on making recommen-
dations for people at a higher risk of
getting ill from the virus.

She also said that eventually “many
people in the United States” will be
exposed to the virus and that “there’s a
good chance many will become sick.”

For now, she said, people over 60
should stock up on food, medication,
and other necessities so they can avoid
needing to venture out too much.
Caretakers and family members should
help older people prepare, and develop a
plan for what they’ll do if either they or
the people they’re caring for get sick.
While people over 60 are at a greater
risk of becoming ill than younger folks,
it’s important for people to understand
that risk increases with age, making
people in their 80s and 90s at the high-
est risk, especially if they have chronic
health conditions too. (Courtesy https://
www.businessinsider.com/)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.

American

L Red Cross
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