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Minneapolis police officer charged with
murder of George Floyd

MINNEAPOLIS (Reuters) - A white former Minneapolis
police officer was charged with murder on Friday after

a bystander video showed him pinning his knee into the
neck of an unarmed black man who later died, an incident
that triggered three nights of violent protests.

Derek Chauvin, the officer seen on the cellphone video
footage kneeling on George Floyd’s neck, is in custody
and has been charged with third-degree murder and man-
slaughter, Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman told a
news briefing.

“We have evidence, we have the citizen’s camera’s video,
the horrible, horrific, terrible thing we have all seen over
and over again, we have the officer’s body-worn camera,
we have statements from some witnesses,” Freeman said.

RELATED COVERAGE

Factbox: Where protests are expected following Minneap-
olis ‘I can’t breathe’ death

Trump says he spoke with family of George Floyd

See more stories

The graphic footage, taken during the Monday evening ar-
rest, shows Floyd, 46, gasping for air and pleading for help
as he repeatedly groans, “please, | can’t breathe,” while
onlookers can be heard shouting at police to let him up.
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Floyd gradually grew unresponsive and ceased to move. He
was pronounced dead at a local hospital a short time later.

Chauvin had his knee on Floyd’s neck for 8 minutes and 46
seconds, according to court documents. An autopsy found the
combined impact of being restrained by police, underlying
health conditions and any potential intoxicants in his system
likely contributed to his death.

The charges came after a third night of turmoil, which saw
protesters set fire to a police station in Minneapolis and the
National Guard deployed to help restore order.

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey imposed an 8 p.m. curfew to
try to stop the violence that has wracked the city the last three
nights. The curfew will extend through the weekend, expiring
at 6 a.m. each morning, and prohibits people from traveling on
public streets or gathering in a public place.

Floyd, a Houston native who had worked security for a night-
club, was arrested for allegedly using counterfeit money at a
store to buy cigarettes on Monday evening. An employee who
called police described the suspect as possibly drunk, accord-
ing to an official transcript of the call.

Chauvin and three other officers at the scene were fired on
Tuesday from the Minneapolis Police Department. The city has
identified them as Thomas Lane, Tou Thao and J Alexander
Kueng.

Armoured vehicles are pictured as National Guard members
guard the area in the aftermath of a protest after a white police
officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee
into the neck of African-American man George Floyd, who
later died at a hospital, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S., May
29, 2020. REUTERS/Carlos Barria

Freeman said the investigation into Chauvin, who faces up

to 25 years in prison if he is convicted, was continuing and
he anticipated filing charges against the other officers

as well. He said it was appropriate to charge “the most
dangerous perpetrator” first.

‘HARROWING’

U.S. Attorney General William Barr called the video “harrow-
ing and deeply disturbing” in a written statement and said a
parallel federal investigation would determine if the officers
violated civil rights laws.

Floyd’s death recalled the 2014 killing of Eric Garner, an un-
armed black man in New York City, who died after being put
in a police chokehold and telling the officers, “I can’t breathe.”
Mike Griffin, a community organizer in Minneapolis, said the
resulting protests reflected years of frustration over economic
inequalities and the feeling that black lives were not valued as
highly by police.

He said anger has been building since the 2015 fatal shooting
by Minneapolis police of 24-year-old Jamar Clark, and the
2016 Killing of Philando Castile, a 32-year old black man shot
by Minnesota police during a traffic stop.
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Because of the police brutality in the
George Floyd case, a lot of national

unrest has erupted. In many major U.S.

cities, many peaceful demonstrations
have turned into violence. President
Trump tweeted today and said that, “I
can’ t stand back and watch this
happen to a great American city like
Minneapolis. A total lack of leadership.
Either the very weak radical left Mayor
Jacob Frey gets his act together and
brings the city under control, or | will
send in the National Guard and get the
job done right.”

Houston, Texas, the city George Floyd
was born in, will host a big rally to

Of Press

protest police brutality. We very much
regret this event that has already created
political turmoil.

In the past several decades, racial
discrimination has been one of the most
serious issues in America. In our
communities, law enforcement has
always viewed African—American and
minorities as a major source of crime
and have used excessive force on these
people. Now, in Floyd’ s case, the use
of force has become a national tragedy.

President Trump has just signed an
executive order and asked Congress to
revoke the Section 230 part of a1996 law

CORONAVIRUS DIARY
Social Order And Freedom

that laid out rules for online media. He
said today we are facing the gravest
danger to our right of freedom of speech
in American history.

Today, the United States of America has
really come to a crossroad. This great

nation was founded on democracy,
liberty and freedom of speech. With all
the things happening today in our
society, will our national spirit be broken
and changed?

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Stay Home!
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Work Safel

Waiting For A COVID-19 Vaccine
Much Like Waiting For A Polio
Vaccine In An Earlier Time

Dr. Jonas K. Salk, developer of the first polio vaccine, poses in
his laboratory in Pittsburgh, Pa., April 7, 1955. (Photo/AP)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

There was a time, in the first half of the
20th century, that might draw compar-
isons to life today. There was fear, un-
certainty and lots of concern for public
health. It wasn’t the novel coronavirus,
of course, the current pandemic sweep-
ing the globe. It was an epidemic called
paralytic poliomyelitis, or infantile pa-
ralysis -- perhaps best known as polio.
In fact, polio was once one of the most
feared diseases in the U.S., according to
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, which goes on to say online that
in the early 1950s, before polio vaccines
were available, polio outbreaks caused
more than 15,000 cases of paralysis each
year. Parents were scared to let their chil-
dren go outside; travel and commerce
between cities were sometimes restrict-
ed, and quarantines were imposed. Polio
wreaked havoc on communities.

_'i. s i |
4/16/1955 -- Dr. William S. Burgoyne
gives a shot of the Salk anti-polio vac-
cine to Michael Urnezis, 6, while the
boy’s sister, Joanne, 12, a polio victim,
looks on April 16, 1955.

Once vaccines were introduced — spe-
cifically, trivalent inactivated poliovirus
vaccine (IPV) in 1955 and trivalent oral
poliovirus vaccine (OPV) in 1963 —
the number of polio cases fell rapidly

to less than 100 in the 1960s and fewer
than 10 in the 1970s, according to the
CDC. Thanks to a successful vaccina-
tion program, the United States has now
been polio-free since 1979. But back to
those old enough to remember, like Ti-
etze: Have you ever heard the stories of
people rushing out for their sugar cubes?
(That was the way some of the oral vac-
cines were given).

Jan Smolinski, of Michigan, recalls that
time in her life vividly. She was 20 years
old, and preparing for her wedding. “The
day of my wedding shower, which must
have been on a Sunday in April -- my
whole wedding party, we went, and it
must have been to a community center
(or) a church or a school,” Smolinski
said. “And we’d wait and there were
doctors, nurses and volunteers. And
you’d receive your sugar cube. And then
you got the second dose a couple months
later, because that was the day after (our)
wedding. My husband and I went to St.
Regis Church in Detroit and got a second
dose. That was 1964. The next day, we
reminded everyone, ‘Go get your sugar
cubes tomorrow!” And that was before
we left on our honeymoon.”

The New York City Health Depart-
ment distributes the oral, Sabin-type
polio vaccine in this file photograph.
(Getty Images, created May 7, 1962)
It was Jonas Salk who became a national
hero, the Science History Institute said,
when he quelled the fear of the dreaded
disease with his polio vaccine, approved
in 1955. His came first, and then Albert
Bruce Sabin introduced an oral vaccine
in the United States in the 1960s that
replaced Salk’s. Smolinski took the oral
version, hence, the sugar cube. It must
have come as a relief to have a vaccine
after all those years.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt holds
his Scotch terrier on his lap as he talks
to Ruthie Bie, the daughter of the
Hyde Park caretaker. This photo is
one of only two that show Roosevelt in
his wheelchair. (Getty Images)

People with more serious polio symp-
toms could experience the sensation of
pins and needles in the legs; develop
meningitis, an infection of the covering
of the spinal cord; and paralysis. Of the
57,628 reported cases, there were 3,145
deaths, according to the website Health-
line. Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd
President of the United States, was diag-
nosed with polio, in 1921, at the age of
39. No one is certain of the circumstanc-
es leading to FDR’s contraction of polio,
but many believe he was exposed to the
virus at a Boy Scout camp in New York.
It was uncommon for a middle aged per-
son to contract polio, according to the
FDR Library. Most cases of the disease
were acquired by children.

In the image below, two young children
are in an iron lung, a type of pressure
ventilator that began use in the 1920s.
It was intended for polio patients whose
chest muscles had been effected by the
virus, which led to problems breathing.
The iron lung would create different
pressures, stimulating breathing in the
patient.

Two little girls lay in Iron Lung Ma-
chines while being treated for Polio.
“We didn’t see him for a long time,” Ti-

etze said of his cousin. “When they fi-
nally got out of the hospital, they were
quarantined. They lived close to us, and
we didn’t see them for maybe a cou-
ple years. He was (paralyzed). He was
young when he got it -- 8 or 9.”

Tietze spoke of the iron lung, used on
some polio patients, and remarked on
how frightening they looked.

Smolinski spoke of the iron lung, as
well. Her husband had a friend in one.

“You were totally encapsulated,” Smo-
linski said. “It was quite noisy.”

SR

Children in San Angelo, Texas resi-
dential areas watch health employees
spray DDT over vacant lots in the city
to combat an increase in the number
of polio cases. All theaters, swimming
pools, churches, schools and public
meeting places were closed. (Photo/
Getty Images/Contributor/June 11,
1949)

Many grew concerned about children
playing outside, and people even re-
ferred to it as “polio season.” Smolins-
ki said she was probably 9 or 10 years
old when polio concerns were incredibly
high. She wonders about how a vaccine
would be distributed today. It’s a similar
situation in some ways to what’s going
on with the novel coronavirus, but also
so different. It’s a new era.

But as a little girl, Smolinski thinks back
mostly on the situation with her cous-
ins. It’s always a little more “real” when
something touches your own family,
isn’t it?

“My parents were very upset,” Smolins-
ki said. “It was their nieces. ... It was
(also) like, it could happen in our own
family. That’s where the fear came in.”
(Courtesy https://www.ksat.com/)
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Patients exercise at the balconies of a training center, which has been convert-
ed into a quarantine house on the outskirts of Jakarta, Indonesia. REUTERS/
WIlly Kurniawan

Protesters react as they set fire to the entrance of a police station as demonstrations continue after a white police
officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee into the neck of George Floyd, an unarmed black man
who later died at a..

Journalists get tested for the coronavirus before attending the closing session of the National

lice officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee into the neck of George Floyd, People’s Congress in Beijing, China. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins
who later died at a hospital, in Minneapolis, Minnesota....

People react as a car burns at the parking lot of a Target store during protests after a white po-

Protesters gather to watch shopping carts burning near the Minneapolis Police third precinct Medical staff protest at the gates of Downing Street after the last day of the Clap for our Carers

after a white police officer was caught on a bystander’s video pressing his knee into the neck campaign in support of the NHS, following the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19),
of George Floyd, who later died at a hospital, in Minneapolis,...MORE in London, Britain. REUTERS/Hannah Mckay

Filipino artist Leeroy New poses with a makeshift mask he designed with recycled materials as he Chinese President Xi Jinping casts his vote on the national security legislation for
adapts to the effects of the coronavirus pandemic in the art industry, in his studio in Quezon City, Metro Hong Kong Special Administrative Region at the closing session of the National
Manila. REUTERS/Eloisa Lopez People’s Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Chin
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NASA And SpaceX Demo-2 Launch
Rescheduled For Today At 3:22 p.m. EDT

NASA astronauts Doug Hurley, left, and Bob Behnken, with
the Crew Dragon spacecraft launchpad in the background.

OVERVIEW
NASA and SpaceX scrubbed Wednesday’s launch attempt of the Demo-2 flight test
to the International Space Station due to unfavorable weather conditions around

Launch Complex 39A at the agency’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

NASA and SpaceX scrubbed Wednesday’s
launch attempt of the Demo-2 flight test to
the International Space Station due to unfa-
vorable weather conditions around Launch
Complex 39A at the agency’s Kennedy
Space Center in Florida. Launch has been re-
scheduled to Saturday, May 30, at 3:22 p.m.
EDT. “I know there’s a lot of disappointment
today. The weather got us,” NASA Admin-
istrator Jim Bridenstine said. “But it was a
great day for NASA. It was a great day for
SpaceX. Our teams worked together in a re-
ally impressive way, making good decisions
all along.”

NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 crew members
wave to their families, friends and support
team members as they prepare to depart
for Launch Complex 39A. Image credit:
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NASATV

The countdown proceeded smoothly
throughout the day Wednesday, with no
technical issues raised regarding the SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket or the Crew Dragon space-
craft. NASA astronauts Robert Behnken
and Douglas Hurley suited up, walked out
of Kennedy’s Neil Armstrong Operations
and Checkout Building and rode out to the
launch complex in a Tesla Model X before
climbing on board the SpaceX Crew Dragon
spacecraft a few minutes ahead of schedule.
However, later in the countdown, with op-
erations underway to load the rocket’s pro-
pellants and the instantaneous launch win-
dow of 4:33 p.m. EDT drawing near, launch
weather officials briefed SpaceX Launch
Director Mike Taylor that there just wasn’t
enough time to wait for weather to improve.
Rain, cumulus clouds, attached anvil clouds,
lightning and field mill data — which measure
the amount of electricity in the atmosphere
— all violated Falcon 9 and Crew Dragon
launch criteria at times throughout the day.
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NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 crew members
Douglas Hurley, foreground, and Robert
Behnken, inside the SpaceX Crew Dragon
spacecraft at Launch Complex 39A. (Pho-
to/NASATV)

“There was a concern that if we did launch, it

could actually trigger lightning,” Bridenstine
said. “We made the right decision.”
SpaceX’s decision to reschedule launch was
made with only 17 minutes remaining until
the anticipated liftoff time.

“We can see raindrops on the windows,”
Hurley said as he and Behnken received the
news that weather had prevented a liftoff
Wednesday. “We understand everybody’s
probably a little bummed out, but that’s part
of the deal,” he added.

SpaceX removed propellant from the Falcon
9 rocket, the Crew Dragon’s launch escape
system was disarmed and the crew access
arm and White Room were returned to posi-
tion beside the spacecraft’s side hatch. Hur-
ley and Behnken exited the Crew Dragon
at approximately 5:50 p.m. and departed to
return to the Astronaut Crew Quarters inside
the Operations and Checkout Building.
“Everybody did great today,” Hurley said
before the crew climbed out of the space-
craft. “It was a good practice, and we’ll do it

again on Saturday.”

The SpaceX Falcon 9 and Crew Dragon
spacecraft stand on Launch Complex 39A
on May 27, 2020. (Photo/NASA TV)

“We did a wet dress rehearsal. We haven’t
done a wet dress rehearsal with our astro-
nauts, full gear, before,” Bridenstine pointed
out. “We learn a lot every time we do these
things, and today was no different.”
NASA’s SpaceX Demo-2 mission will be an
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end-to-end test flight to validate the SpaceX
crew transportation system, paving the way
for its certification for regular crew flights to
the station as part of NASA’s Commercial
Crew Program. It will be the first launch of
American astronauts on an American rocket
from American soil in nearly a decade, since
the retirement of the space shuttle following
its final flight, STS-135, in 2011.

Launch coverage on Saturday, May 30, will
begin at 11 a.m. on NASA Television, on the
web at http://www.nasa.gov/live and here on
the blog. (Courtesy https://blogs.nasa.gov/
commercialcrew/2020/05/27/)

Related

The Flight is a Test

This historic flight is really a test. It’s the last
big milestone for SpaceX as part of NASA’s
Commercial Crew Program. The experi-
mental initiative tasked private companies
with creating new spacecraft for NASA
that are capable of transporting astronauts
to and from the International Space Station.
SpaceX’s contribution to the program is a
sleek, gumdrop-shaped capsule called the
Crew Dragon. While it’s flown a few times
before, the capsule has yet to carry people
to space.

SpaceX spent the last six years getting to
this point. Last year, the company did a full
dress rehearsal, successfully launching the
Crew Dragon to the station without a crew
on board. The company also tested the cap-
sule’s emergency escape system, confirm-
ing that the Crew Dragon can carry people
to safety if something goes wrong during
the launch. But there have been setbacks
to overcome, too, including rocket failures
and the explosion of a Crew Dragon capsule
during a ground test last year. SpaceX has
since recovered, referring to the failures as
“gifts” that helped the company create a saf-

er vehicle.

NASA
left,

astronauts
and Bob

Doug
Behnken,

Hurley,
monitor
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the Crew Dragon spacecraft static fire en-
gine test. (Photo/AP)

Now, it’s time for the Crew Dragon to have
a crew. The vehicle’s first two passengers
are veteran NASA astronauts Bob Behnken
and Doug Hurley, who were assigned to this
mission in 2018. After two years of training
for this flight with both NASA and SpaceX,
they’re ready to don SpaceX’s custom space
suits and take their seats inside the capsule.
Here’s why this flight is so important, what to
expect from the mission, and what it means
for NASA and SpaceX moving forward.
July 8th, 2011, marked the final flight of
NASA’s Space Shuttle and the last time as-
tronauts launched to orbit from the United
States. Ever since, NASA has flown all of its
astronauts and international partners to the
space station on Russia’s Soyuz capsule. The
arrangement costs NASA about $80 million
per seat — and it has been the agency’s only

option for getting people to the station.

Hurley (R) and Behnken (L) outside of

the Tesla that will take them to the launch-
pad. (Photo/ NASA)
To end its reliance on another country,
NASA worked with private industry to bring
human spaceflight back to the United States.
With the Commercial Crew Program, NASA
awarded two companies — SpaceX and
Boeing — contracts to develop their own
vehicles that could ferry NASA’s astronauts
to the space station and back. NASA paid
SpaceX $3.14 billion to develop and fly the
Crew Dragon, while Boeing received $4.8
billion to develop and fly the CST-100 Star-
liner. When it flies, SpaceX will become the
first private company ever to fly humans to
orbit. (Courtesy thevrege.com)
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' Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.
e (E R 54EE Finest Quality
e BN ZEINMER - HER - HFIEF(ERIKEIEES
Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.

Sty

a
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\ mNG Gm" n Available at Your Favorite Distributor
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