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China pledge and Biden win could move
climate goals into view, scientists say
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LONDON (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - A potential
change in U.S. leadership, combined with China’s ambi-
tious new emissions-cutting plan and a European “green
recovery”, could get the world two-thirds of the way to
meeting its climate goals if pledges are met, scientists said
Wednesday.

Democrat Joe Biden, who hopes to beat climate-change
sceptic U.S. President Donald Trump in November’s elec-
tion, has promised to set a U.S. goal for net-zero emissions
by 2050, while China made a surprise vow this week to
become “carbon-neutral” before 2060.

The European Union, meanwhile, has agreed to spend at
least 30% of its hefty coronavirus recovery stimulus on cli-
mate action as it advances towards its own net-zero goal,
according to new analysis from research coalition Climate
Action Tracker.

The three carbon-cutting targets, combined with pledges
by smaller nations, would take the world 63% of the way
towards the emissions reductions needed to limit warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius, said Niklas Hohne of Germany’s
NewClimate Institute.

“That’s a huge number and totally different to what we
saw before,” Hohne, a climate scientist and contributor to
the tracker, told a New York Climate Week online panel.

If the U.S. policy shift comes through, on top of the EU
and China commitments, “there’s real hope it can work”,
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he added.

Under the 2015 Paris Agreement, nearly 200 countries agreed to
hold global average temperature rise to “well below” 2 degrees
Celsius above preindustrial times, with an aim of 1.5C.

Keeping planetary heating below that level could help avoid some
of the worst predicted impacts of climate change, from wilder
weather and sea level rise to growing migration and shortages of
food and water, scientists say.

But initial pledges under the Paris pact had put the world on a path
for about 3C of warming.

COVID DISAPPOINTMENT

Researchers said the brighter prospects for emissions cuts came
despite disappointing progress on making COVID-19 recovery
spending green, which is seen as key to driving climate action.

An analysis of 106 economic recovery policies in China, the Euro-
pean Union, India, the United States and South Korea found that
only the EU and Korean packages included spending with clear
climate benefits.

Much of China’s stimulus was an unclear mix of green and “red”
measures that could undermine climate action, it said, while In-
dia’s policies were mostly neutral or potentially damaging - such
as a plan to open 40 new coal mines.

The United States had the largest share of clear support for fossil
fuels, the analysis showed.

“The overall picture is not looking good,” said Deborah Ra-
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malope, head of climate policy analysis at Germa-
ny-based Climate Analytics, which helps run the Climate
Action Tracker.

A separate index released on Wednesday, exploring

the effect of stimulus spending on climate action and
biodiversity protection, found that only four G20-coun-
try recovery plans would have a net positive benefit on
nature and the climate.

Overall, G20 governments plan to spend more than $12
trillion on economic stimulus, with about 9% going

to measures that hurt the environment and 5% to
measures that help it, said researchers from the Fi-
nance for Biodiversity initiative and UK-based Vivid
Economics.

Problematic stimulus measures range from no-strings-
attached bailouts for dirty energy firms and weaker
fuel-efficiency standards to cancelled renewable energy
auctions, Climate Action Tracker researchers said.
Globally, about 1% of GDP is invested in green technol-
ogies and infrastructure, said Hohne - but to keep to the
1.5C warming limit, that figure needs to rise by about
1.2% of GDP each year.

A greener focus for the trillions that will be spent to
restart COVID-stalled economies could help drive that,
he said, adding it seemed “in the order of magnitude of
what’s possible”.

Bill Hare, a scientist with Climate Analytics, said he was
confident China would move ahead with its new promise
to become carbon-neutral, noting Beijing’s announce-
ments “usually are made with the intent of achieving
them”.
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Kathy Cheng will represent the
Democratic Party running for election for
the Place 6 Judge of the Texas Supreme
Court. She is on the ballot in the general
election on November 3, 2020. She
advanced from the Democratic primary
on March 3, 2020. She defeated Larry
Praeger in the Democratic primary for
Texas Supreme Court Place 6 on March

WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Let’ s Support

Kathy Cheng

Kathy was born in Taiwan and lives in

Houston, Texas. She earned a B.S. from
LSU and got her law degree at South
Texas College of Law in 2000.

Kathy was interviewed on STV yesterday
and talked about her vision. She wants

She has volunteered with the League of
Woman Voters of the Houston Area.

all Asians to go out and vote. Even if we

y

Texas, it is time for Cheng! Vote Cheng for change!

www.chengforjustice.com

are only 4% of the total population in this
2020 election, we can become a very
important minority voting block.

We all should give full support to Kathy
Cheng. She is the one who will bring a

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Chairman of International District Houston Texas

As an attorney and counselor for nearly two decades, kathy Cheng has been
the voice for her clients. She is compassionate to the needs of people,
passionate to prosecute or defend the causes of others, courteous, and decisive
to the method required of achieving a resolution. “As a devoted wife and
mother of three wonderful children, I believe in the importance of being open
minded to the worldly views of others, being sensitive to the needs of others
and practicing and passing on those beliets. As a Christian, my faith journey
with God serves as the strength that 1 remain disciplined in my beliefs and
continue o have the courage to overcome the judging eyves of others. As an
Asian American immigrant with multicultural experiences, | understand that
every ruling | make atfects the people beyond the writings of briets and words
spoken by their legal counsels as 1 stand for diversity and | am the better candidate for Justice of the Texas

Supreme Court, Mace 6.
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voice to our community.

We are so happy that a candidate like
Kathy has become a good role model for
our younger generation.
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Coronavirus ‘Breathalyzer’ Test? Scientists

Move Closer To Breakthrough Device

“Breathalyzer” device which works like a drunk-driving test will be able to
check for COVID-19. (Photo/Andrey Popov/Coronavirus, Science & Technol-

ogy)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WASHINGTON — Most people
who have taken a nasal swab test for
COVID-19 will likely tell you it’s not a
pleasant experience. Could there be an
easier, and quicker, way of testing for
coronavirus? Scientists say there is —
and they’re working on a “breathalyzer”
device which works like a drunk-driving
test.

An international research team is devel-
oping a prototype coronavirus breatha-
lyzer machine. This device will scan the
air after patients exhale, just like current
breathalyzers detect alcohol particles
in a person’s breath. The option would
certainly be far more preferable and less
invasive than current testing techniques.
At the moment, nasopharyngeal swabs
are the gold standard for coronavirus
testing. Healthcare workers stick a long
swab up a patient’s nose, collecting sam-
ples from the nasal passage and back of
the throat. Once that uncomfortable part
is over, technicians analyze these sam-
ples for genes of SARS-CoV-2 — the
virus causing COVID-19.
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Not only is this process unpleasant for
the patient, study authors say it also in-
volves a time-consuming lab test called
RT-PCR. With so many people around
the world getting tested, it can take med-
ical offices several days before they get
results.

Researchers Hossam Haick, Hu Liu, Yue-
yin Pan, and others say they hope their
prototype can give healthcare systems a
quicker option. They add a COVID-19
breathalyzer will also be cheaper to use
and easier to operate.

How does a coronavirus breathalyzer
work?

The report in ACS Nano explains that
viruses typically emit volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) which can exit a
body through your breath. The new in-

vention uses a nanomaterial-based sen-
sor to find SARS-CoV-2 in these exhaled
particles. This sensor is made of gold
nanoparticles linked to molecules which
are sensitive to contact with VOCs.
When the virus compounds interact with
these molecules, the sensor’s electrical
resistance changes. The scientists are
teaching their breathalyzer to specifical-
ly look for the specific resistance signal
made by COVID-19 particles.

To do this, the study used breath sam-
ples from 49 coronavirus patients, 58
healthy participants, and 33 people with
non-coronavirus lung infections in Wu-
han, China. All the volunteers blew into
the machine for two to three seconds
while standing less than two centimeters
away. This allowed the machine to not
only learn the difference between people
with or without COVID, but differences
in other infections too.

Follow-up test results show an im-
pressive beginning for the coronavirus
breathalyzer. Researchers report the
device has 76 percent accuracy when
comparing COVID-19 cases to healthy
patients. That score jumps to 95 percent
accuracy when comparing coronavirus
patients to other lung infections. The
breathalyzer can also tell the difference
between current and recovered patients
with 88 percent accuracy.

The study notes that the invention still
needs more testing with more patients,
but it’s the first step towards a rapid
screening process. (Courtesy https:/
www.studyfinds.org/)

Related

GMED Global Opens Rapid
COVID-19 Drive Thru Testing

Center In Houston

As the number of positive COVID-19
cases continues to surge and the Tex-
as Department of Health is reporting

an average of 9,358 new cases per day
over the past week, testing sites are in-
creasingly overwhelmed and processing
backlogs are causing delays in providing
patients their results. To respond to the
urgent need for effective testing to help
stop the spread, Houston-based GMED
Global, LLC has announced the launch
of its first rapid COVID-19 testing op-
eration. GMED’s Rapid COVID Clinic
has opened a drive-through testing site at
5556 Gasmer Drive in Houston. COVID
testing is available by appointment or for
drop-ins, with results available in under
an hour.

nasal

A rapid swab  antigen
test that detects the virus in
as little as 15 minutes. Get your result
back the same day.

At the center Houstonians can be tested
for COVID-19 in the comfort of their
own cars, by simply driving through the
center. The center also has the capacity
to serve those who wish to drop-in and
have no prior appointments. While indi-
viduals wait in the center’s parking lot,
the results will be available to them in
under 30 minutes. The goal of this ini-
tiative is to make testing fast, anxiety
free, and highly efficient, so anyone with
positive results can act quickly and ap-
propriately, before the disease reaches an
acute stage and requires hospitalization.
This unique test, manufactured by
Quidel, is one of the few rapid antigen
tests in the country. It provides a pain-
free nasal swab that can be self-adminis-
tered - minimizing the exposure between
test takers and health care providers.
This highly accurate test directly detects

the presence of COVID-19 and offers re-
sults in approximately 30 minutes to one
hour.

Rapid COVID-19 Testing Unit

“We’re proud to offer access to rapid

COVID testing to the Houston communi-
ty,” said Dr. Ramin Ahmadi, Co-founder
and Chief Operating Officer of GMED.
“Our goal is to make the entire process
fast, anxiety-free, and highly efficient,
so anyone with positive results can act
quickly to isolate and seek treatment be-
fore the disease reaches an acute stage
and requires hospitalization. By helping
to identify COVID-positive individuals
in our community we’re also hoping to
support contact tracing efforts to slow
the spread of the novel coronavirus and
save lives.”

“Our goal is to make the entire pro-
cess fast, anxiety-free, and highly
efficient, so anyone with positive

results can act quickly to isolate and
seek treatment before the disease

reaches an acute stage and requires
hospitalization.”

In addition to confirming the virus in

both symptomatic and asymptomatic in-
dividuals, negative test results can also
be used to return to work and travel safe-
ly. GMED also offers on-site COVID-19
screening to area businesses, federal
health clinics, and schools.

The test does not require a doctor’s re-
ferral. Individuals can simply make an
online appointment or drive to the test-
ing site. The cost of each test is $135,
payable by credit card. Appointments
can be made via email at contact@rapid-
covidclinic.com or online at www.rapid-
covidclinic.com. Tel: (832) 713-2967.
Additional contact: Dr. Ramin Ahmadi
at 281-336-1331.
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People react after a decision in the criminal case against police officers
involved in the death of Breonna Taylor, who was shot dead by police in her
apartment, in Louisville, Kentucky. REUTERS/Carlos Barria

Neva Gotwals-Ferrei, 8, embraces her mother while holding a Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg doll at the Supreme
Court. REUTERS/Erin Scott

Maasai men of Matapato jostle to parade as they attend the Olng’esherr (meat-eating) pas-
sage ceremony to unite two age-sets; the older llpaamu and the younger llaitete into senior
elder-hood as the final rite of passage, after the event was initially postponed due to the coro-
navirus outbreak, in the Maparasha hills of Kajiado, Kenya. REUTERS/Thomas Mukoya

A woman reacts while sitting on the ground near Belarusian law enforcement officers dispersing
a crowd during a protest against the inauguration of President Alexander Lukashenko in Minsk,
Belarus. Tut.By via REUTERS

h a waterlogged road after heavy rainfall in Mumbai, India. REU-

‘I d P L — -

A woman waves goodbye as the casket of Ruth Bader Ginsburg lies in repose at the top of A Man carries a child throug
the steps of the Supreme Court. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst TERS/Francis Mascarenhas
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An adult male jaguar named Ousado rests during treatment for burn injuries on his
paws after a fire in Pantanal, at NGO Nex Institute in Corumba de Goias, Goias
State, Brazil. REUTERS/Ueslei Marcelino

Members of the Deutsche Oper children and youth chorus rehearse at the stands of the Olympiastadion
in Berlin, Germany. REUTERS/Hannibal Hanschke
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Genetically Engineered Mosquitoes Are A

roved To

Be Released Into Harris County Beginning In 2021

EPA Approves The Release Of

GMO Mosquitoes In Harris County

Genetically modified mosquitoes approved for release by EPA in Harris County.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

HOUSTON - A project involving the
release of millions of genetically modified
mosquitoes beginning in 2021 has been
approved by federal authorities, and Har-
ris County is one area in which the pilot
program could go forward, according to a
report by CNN.

Oxitec, the US-owned, British-based
company that developed the engineered
species, announced the Environment Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) granted the compa-
ny an experimental use permit (EUP) to
field test the use of genetically engineered
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. The company’s
aim through the test is to protect public
health from mosquito-borne illnesses.
According to CNN, “the genetically
engineered mosquito, named OX5034, has
been altered to produce female offspring
that die in the larval stage, well before
hatching and growing large enough to
bite and spread disease.” According to a
media statement by the EPA, field tests
will first be conducted in Monroe County,
Fla. following state and local authorities’
approval.

“The EUP is designed to test the effec-
tiveness of genetically engineered Aedes
aegypti mosquitoes as a way to reduce
mosquito populations in a controlled
environment with appropriate safeguards
as a first step to potentially wider use in
the United States,” the statement reads.
The genetically engineered mosquitoes
are approved to be released into Harris
County beginning in 2021. To go forward
with this pilot program, state and local ap-
proval would be needed, but that’s not yet
been granted, according to Harris County
Public Health’s Sam Bissett.

“Local health officials confirm that there
is no agreement in place or plans to move
forward with the project at this time,”
Bissett said. “Our focus is on our efforts
with the Covid-19 pandemic.”

The planned release in Florida is not without
controversy, with local residents and a
coalition of environmental advocacy groups
speaking out.

Related

Hundreds of millions of genetically modified
mosquitoes are set to be released in Florida
and possibly Harris County.

Recently, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency approved two locations
to release 750-million genetically-modified
mosquitoes if also given state and local
support. According to Meredith Fensom, a
spokesperson from Oxitec, local support has

been approved in Florida but not yet Harris
County.

Mosquito larvae
“Believe it or not, we have been releasing
our mosquitoes for 10 years,” said Fensom.
“This would be the first project in the United
States. We’ve been working in other coun-
tries with great results.” According to Oxitec,
their company engineers genetically modified
male mosquitoes with sabotaging DNA.
When these GMO mosquitoes mate with
females, the genes pass-on and kill female
offspring before they reach adulthood.
Stopping Zika: The GMO mosquito that
kills his own offspring
Approved by the Environment Protection
Agency in May, the pilot project is designed
to test if a genetically modified mosquito is
a viable alternative to spraying insecticides
to control the Aedes aegypti. It’s a species of
mosquito that carries several deadly diseases,
such as Zika, dengue, chikungunya and
yellow fever.
The mosquito, named OX5034, has been
altered to produce female offspring that die
in the larval stage, well before hatching and
growing large enough to bite and spread
disease. Only the female mosquito bites for
blood, which she needs to mature her eggs.
Males feed only on nectar, and are thus not a
carrier for disease.

The mosquito
also won
federal
approval to be
released into
Harris Coun-
ty, Texas,

beginning in

2021, according to Oxitec, the US-owned,
British-based company that developed the
genetically modified organism (GMO). The
Environmental Protection Agency granted
Oxitec’s request after years of investigating
the impact of the genetically altered mos-
quito on human and environmental health.
“This is an exciting development because

it represents the ground-breaking work of
hundreds of passionate people over more
than a decade in multiple countries, all of
whom want to protect communities from
dengue, Zika, yellow fever, and other
vector-borne diseases,” Oxitec CEO Grey
Frandsen said in a statement at the time.
However, state and local approval for the
Texas release has not been granted, said
Sam Bissett, a communication specialist
with Harris County Public Health.

“Local health officials confirm that there is
no agreement in place or plans to move for-
ward with the project at this time,” Bissett
told CNN. “Our focus is on our efforts with
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

“In fairly short order, you have a population
crash, because there are no females to mate

with,” said Fensom.

A genetically modified mosquito.
The company targets non-native Aedes
Aegypti mosquitoes, known for carrying
potentially deadly viruses such as Chikun-
gunya, Yellow Fever, and the Zika Virus.
“When we’ve worked in other countries like
Brazil, sometimes in just 6 months, we’ve
been able to reduce the disease-carrying
mosquito population by about 95 percent,”
said Fensom. While some people are excit-

ed about the possibility, others remain hesitant.
“With all the urgent crises facing our nation
and the State of Florida — the COVID-19 pan-
demic, racial injustice, climate change — the
administration has used tax dollars and govern-
ment resources for a Jurassic Park experiment.
Now the Monroe County Mosquito Control
District has given the final permission needed.
What could possibly go wrong? We don’t
know, because EPA unlawfully refused to seri-
ously analyze environmental risks, now without
further review of the risks, the experiment can
proceed,” said Jaydee Hanson, Policy Director
for the International Center for Technology
Assessment and Center for Food Safety.
“We’re not spraying chemicals,” said Fen-
som. “There are no harmful chemicals in the
environment. Beneficial insects like bees and

butterflies are unharmed.”

While the EPA has given Oxitec to release mil-
lions of their mosquitoes in Florida and Harris
County, local support is still needed before they
fly around Houston. A spokesperson from Har-
ris County Public Health provided the written
response below.

“At this time there are no agreements or
approval in place for Harris County to work
with Oxitec in 2021,” said Samuel Bissett from
HCPH. “While we have had discussions with
Oxitec previously about a potential partner-
ship with Harris County Public Health, those
discussions were paused last year between both
sides. The EPA’s release from earlier this year
regarding approval of this initiative detailed
that they’ll be able to operate in Monroe Coun-
ty and Harris County if approved by state and
local authorities. That is not the case for Harris
County at this time. If things change, we’ll let
our residents and partners know immediately,
but Oxitec’s primary focus is launching the
Monroe County program and our focus is on
our efforts with the COVID-19 pandemic.”
(Courtesy click2houston)

Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

e Kingwood Clinic

Family Medicine
Mandarin

Family Medicine

and Taiwanese

Alan Chang, M.D., FA.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Cantonese and Mandarin
* The Woodlands Clinic

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.

* Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.

Cantonese, Mandarin,

Mandarin

Mandarin

Guiying Hu, M.D.

e Spring Medical and
Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine

¢ Spring Medical and
Diagnostic Center

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine

e Berthelsen Main Campus
¢ Tanglewood Clinic

Cantonese and Mandarin

e Fort Bend Medical and
Diagnostic Center

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology

Jeanie Ling, M.D.

Hematology/Oncology Ophthalmology

Mandarin Ophthalmic Surgery

* Berthelsen Main Campus 'C\jlnlaucczlorr.la Specidlist
andarin

John Tam, M.D. have a choice of where

Internal Medicine

Whether you're new
to Kelsey-Seybold or
a current patient, you

you can safely get care.
Call our 24/7 Contact
Center at 713-442-0000

to schedule a same-

Mandarin

day or next-day virtual

e Downtown at The Shops at
4 Houston Center

e Meyerland Plaza Clinic « Berthelsen Main Campus

e Clear Lake Clinic

Video Visit or, for non-

Charlene Crockett, M.D.

Pediatric Ophthalmology respiratory illnesses, an

Jennifer Lai, M.D. Eileen Wu, M.D.
Mandarin Pediatrics Orthopedic Surgery in-person appointment
¢ Berthelsen Main Campus Mandarin Mandarin

: ¢ Tanglewood Clinic ° Tanglewood Clinic ° Spnng Medical and at a Ke|Sey-SGYDO|d CllnlC

Diagnostic Center

* The Woodlands Clinic near you.
Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology Jia Lee, O.D. Chen Xie, M.D.
Mandarin Optometry Ear, Nose, and Throat
e Clear Lake Clinic Mandarin Mandarin

¢ Berthelsen Main Campus
e Spring Medical and
Diagnostic Center

e Spring Medical and
Diagnostic Center

¢ Berthelsen Main Campus
e Clear Lake Clinic

Joyce Holz, M.D. Tri Lee, M.D. Beth Yip, M.D., FA.A.P.
Gynecology Endocrinology Pediatrics
Mandarin Cantonese Cantonese and Mandarin

¢ Berthelsen Main Campus
e Kingwood Clinic
e Meyerland Plaza Clinic

e Berthelsen Main Campus ¢ Pearland Clinic

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

16 Kelsey-Seybold Clinic:

Changing the way health cares: 24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000

kelsey-seybold.com
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