
 Wednesday  October 07 ,  2020  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Coronavirus aid hopes vanish as Trump 
ends talks with U.S. Democrats
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Prospects for more aid for 
Americans struggling through the COVID-19 pandemic 
and U.S. airlines seeking to avert a wave of layoffs crum-
bled on Tuesday when President Donald Trump ended 
negotiations with Congress over a large coronavirus bill.

“I have instructed my representatives to stop negotiating 
until after the election when, immediately after I win, we 
will pass a major Stimulus Bill that focuses on hardwork-
ing Americans and Small Business,” Trump wrote 
on Twitter a day after emerging from a hospital stay for 
COVID-19 treatment.

Just days earlier, Trump had urged fast action on a fifth 
major coronavirus aid bill to augment the more than $3 
trillion approved earlier this year.

“OUR GREAT USA WANTS & NEEDS STIMULUS. 
WORK TOGETHER AND GET IT DONE,” the Republi-
can president tweeted from the military hospital where he 
had been undergoing treatment.

On Nov. 3, the United States will decide whether Trump 
wins a second four-year term. Democratic presidential 
candidate Joe Biden leads Trump in national opinion polls.

In abruptly ending negotiations on another bill to stimu-
late the economy, Trump insisted that the Senate instead 
focus exclusively on confirming Amy Coney Barrett to the 
Supreme Court seat left vacant with last month’s death of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Barrett’s confirmation would 
cement a 6-3 conservative majority on the court.
The United States has an estimated 7.5 million coronavirus 
cases and more than 210,600 deaths, the highest in the 
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world.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, who had been 
cool to a large new aid package, told reporters he supported 
Trump’s move. He said he thought the Republican president 
believed that a deal with Democrats was not in the offing and 
that “we need to concentrate on the achievable.”

But Republican Representative John Katko, who is from a 
New York district that Democrat Hillary Clinton won in the 
2016 presidential election, urged Trump to reverse his deci-
sion.

“With lives at stake, we cannot afford to stop negotiations on a 
relief package,” Katko wrote in a tweet.

Another Republican, Senator Susan Collins, who is in a tough 
re-election race in Maine, said Trump’s move was a “huge 
mistake.”
Senate Republican leader agrees with Trump on ending 
COVID relief talks
Pelosi says Trump shows ‘true colors’ by walking away from 
coronavirus relief talks
Among the provisions that were being discussed by House of 
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the Trump adminis-
tration were a new round of direct payments to individuals like 
the $1,200 checks dispatched earlier this year amid huge job 
losses and a possible new $25 billion bailout of U.S. passenger 
airlines to keep tens of thousands of workers on the job for 
another six months.

Following Trump’s announcement breaking off negotiations, 
U.S. stocks reversed course to close lower. Shares of major 
airlines also fell.

‘COMPLETE DISARRAY’

Pelosi, saying the White House was in “complete disarray,” 
held a call with fellow House Democrats and raised the 
question of whether a steroid Trump is taking to battle his 
COVID-19 had clouded his judgment.

“’Believe me, there are people ... who think that steroids have 
an impact on your thinking,’” Pelosi said, according to a 
source on the call.
Pelosi and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin had been 
talking regularly over the past week as they tried to 
narrow the gap between a recent Democratic call 
for around $2.2 trillion in new spending to battle the 
pandemic and bolster the economy, versus about $1.6 
trillion sought by the administration.
Earlier on Tuesday, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell 
told a business conference that failure to provide further relief 
“would lead to a weak (economic) recovery, creating unneces-
sary hardship for households and businesses.”
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank President Loretta Mester told 
CNBC that “the recovery will continue without it, I think, but 
it’ s going to be a much slower recovery and it’s disappointing 
that we didn’t get a package done.”

Four weeks before the presidential and congressional elec-
tions, opinion polls show that dealing with the pandemic is a 
top priority of voters, many of whom think filling Ginsburg’s 
Supreme Court seat should wait until after Election Day.
In recent days, financial markets had been hopeful that prog-
ress toward a COVID-19 vaccine and another round of eco-
nomic stimulus from Congress would boost the U.S. economy, 
which has been showing signs of renewed weakness.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
participates in a phone call 
with Vice President Mike 
Pence, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, and Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Gen. Mark Milley 
October 4, 2020, in his 
conference room at Walter 
Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethes-
da, Maryland. Not shown 
in the photo also in the 
room on the call is Chief of 
Staff Mark Meadows. Tia 
Dufour/The White House/
Handout via REUTERS
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President Trump left the hospital
Monday evening and returned to the
White House and posed mask-less for a
photo after downplaying his illness.

Trump’s physician said he is not out of
the woods yet. In a tweet, the president
said, “Don’t be afraid of COVID. Don
’t let it dominate your life.”

But the building he is returning to has
become a center of viral contagion
because of the lack of mitigation
measures and disregard.

The President also announced that he
will be back on the campaign trail soon.

White House physician Sean Conley
said his team was cautiously optimistic

about the President’s recovery.

White House press secretary Kayleigh
McEnany also announced that she has
tested positive for the coronavirus
yesterday morning. Two of her deputies,
Chad Gilmartin and Karoline Leavitt,
have also tested positive for the
coronavirus.

McEnany said she will begin the
quarantine process immediately,
meaning that she will isolated.

Most Americans say Trump acted
irresponsibly and now distrust the White
House regarding his health.

For many Americans, Trump was a
failed president with a terrible record on

COVID -19 who is now also suffering
from that disease.

Our election process has already begun
as over two million people have already
cast their votes and that number will
increase substantially in coming days.

It’s true that we have 35-40 % of
voters that are still very loyal to
President Trump. For most of Americans
this is a lifetime decision. They have to
make up their minds who they will vote
for to be the next president of the United
States.
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GENEVA (AP) — The head of emergencies at 
the World Health Organization said Monday the 
agency’s “best estimates” indicate roughly 1 in 
10 people worldwide may have been infected by 
the coronavirus — more than 20 times the num-
ber of confirmed cases — and warned of a dif-
ficult period ahead. Dr. Michael Ryan, speaking 
to a special session of the WHO’s 34-member 
executive board focusing on COVID-19, said 
the figures vary from urban to rural areas, and 
between different groups, but that ultimately it 
means “the vast majority of the world remains 
at risk.” He said the pandemic would continue 
to evolve, but that tools exist to suppress trans-
mission and save lives.
“Many deaths have been averted and many 
more lives can be protected,” Ryan said. He 
was flanked by his boss, WHO Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who min-
utes earlier led a moment of silence to honor 
victims, as well as a round of applause for the 
health workers who have strived to save them.
Ryan said southeast Asia faced a surge in cas-
es, Europe and the eastern Mediterranean were 

seeing an increase, while the situations in Afri-
ca and the Western Pacific were “rather more 
positive.” Overall, though, he said the world 
was “heading into a difficult period.”

In this photo released by WHO, World 
Health Organisation on Monday, Oct. 5, 
2020, WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus looks on during a 
special session on the COVID-19 respnse. 
(Photo/WHO via AP)
“The disease continues to spread. It is on the 
rise in many parts of the world,” Ryan told at-
tendees from governments who make up the ex-
ecutive board and provide much of the WHO’s 

funding. “Our current best estimates tell us that 
about 10 percent of the global population may 
have been infected by this virus.”
The estimate — which would amount to more 
than 760 million people based on a current 
world population of about 7.6 billion — far 
outstrips the number of confirmed cases as tal-
lied by both the WHO and Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, now more than 35 million worldwide. 
Experts have long said that the number of con-
firmed cases greatly undershoots the true fig-
ure. Ryan did not elaborate on the estimate. Dr. 
Margaret Harris, a WHO spokeswoman, said 
it was based on an average of antibody studies 
conducted around the world. She said the esti-
mated 90 percent of people remaining without 
infection means the virus has “opportunity” to 
spread further “if we don’t take action to stop 
it” such as by contact-tracing and tracking of 
cases by health officials.
Tedros, during his remarks, said: “What we 
have learned in every region of the world is 
that with strong leadership, clear and compre-
hensive strategies, consistent communication, 
and engaged, empowered and enabled popula-
tion, it’s never too late ... Every situation can 
be turned around — and hard-won gains can be 
easily lost.”
“The pandemic underlines the fundamental 
importance of investing in public health and 
primary health care,” said Tedros, wearing a 
stylish black, red and yellow mask. Tedros had 
not worn a mask during scores of COVID-19 
press conferences he led at WHO headquarters 
this year. The comments came during a special 
session of the executive board to consider the 
follow-up to its previous meeting, in May, that 
passed a resolution to look into the world’s 
— and WHO’s — response to the pandemic, 
among other things.

In this photo released by WHO, World 
Health Organisation on Monday, Oct. 5, 
2020, WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus gestures during a 

special session on the COVID-19 respnse. 
(Photo/WHO via AP)
The two-day meeting is the first by the execu-
tive board since the Trump administration set 
off a one-year countdown this summer toward 
pulling the United States out of the WHO next 
July. President Donald Trump, who himself has 
been infected by COVID-19, has repeatedly ac-
cused the WHO of being too accepting of Chi-
na’s explanations of its handling of the outbreak 
in Wuhan late last year. In a far more conciliato-
ry tone, Assistant Secretary of Health Brett Gi-
roir, the U.S. representative on the board, told 
the meeting by videoconference that the United 
States “looks forward to working together to 
defeat this pandemic and move our people and 
economics back to normalcy.”
Giroir also pressed WHO — albeit gently — to 
clear up its relationship with the Chinese gov-
ernment. He said a “key mandate” from the res-
olution in May was its call for a joint mission 
involving the WHO, the World Organization 
for Animal Health, and the U.N.’s Food and 
Agricultural Organization to look into the an-
imal origins of the virus and its transmission to 
humans.

A two-person advance team for that mission has 
visited China, but a fuller mission isn’t ready. 
Giroir said it was “critical” that WHO member 
states receive regular and timely updates about 
the mission and its “terms of reference” — an 
allusion to working guidelines that detail just 
how much access the mission’s members will 
have in China. Chinese board member Zhang 
Yang, speaking by videoconference, said Chi-
na has been “transparent and responsible” and 
has been fulfilling its responsibilities under the 
resolution. She said it had been communicating 
regularly with the WHO and keeping up its fi-
nancial commitments to the U.N. agency.
Board member Clemens Auer of Austria 
lamented a “political weakening” of the WHO, 
citing the “potential withdrawal of a strong 
WHO member state” — an allusion to the U.S. 
He appealed for a “retreat session” for board 
members, saying it should be an “active” body 
— not a “ceremonial” one. U.S. representative 
Giroir expressed support for that idea. (Courte-
sy apnews.com)

Related
What is Contact Tracing And How 

Does It Work With COVID-19?

The goal of contact tracing is to alert people 
who may have been exposed to someone with 
the coronavirus, and prevent them from spread-
ing it to others. Health experts say contact trac-
ing is key to containing the virus and allowing 
places to reopen more safely. But the process 
isn’t easy. After a person tests positive for the 
virus, a contact tracer would get in touch with 
the person and attempt to determine where they 
have been and who they were around. The fo-
cus is on close contacts, or people who were 
within 6 feet of the infected person for at least 
10 minutes or so. Those people would then be 
asked to self-isolate, monitor themselves for 
symptoms and get tested if needed.
For those showing symptoms, the tracing pro-
cess would start all over again.

Contact tracing is done in a variety of ways 
around the world. But a common issue is that 
determining who a person has been around can 
get harder as gatherings with friends and fam-
ily resume, and as bars, restaurants and other 
places start reopening. Health officials could 
also become overwhelmed with cases. In the 
U.S. for example, local health departments may 
rely on automated texts to alert people who 
may have been exposed to an infected person. 
Health officials prefer to call people if possible 
because it can help build trust. But some people 
never return calls or texts.
There’s also pressure to act quickly. Ideally, 
most of a person’s contacts would be alerted 
within a day. (Courtesy apnews.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WHO: 10% Of World’s People May 
Have Been Infected With Virus

In this photo released by WHO, World Health Organisation on Monday, Oct. 
5, 2020, WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus gestures 
during a special session on the COVID-19 respnse. The head of emergencies at 
the World Health Organization says its “best estimates” indicate that roughly 
1 in 10 people worldwide may have been infected by the coronavirus. (Photo/
WHO via AP)

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!



Joe Biden receives a nudge from his wife, Dr. Jill Biden, to remind him about 
proper social distancing as he speaks to reporters at Miami International Air-
port prior to participating in a town hall event in Miami, Florida. REUTERS/
Brendan McDermid...

Iraqi Shi’ite Muslim pilgrims are sprayed with water to cool them as they make their way 
to the holy city of Kerbala, ahead of the holy Shi’ite ritual of Arbaeen, in Baghdad, Iraq. 
REUTERS/Thaier Al-Sudani

A woman looks at damaged cars as clean-up operations continue after storm Alex hit southern 
France, bringing record rainfall in places and causing heavy flooding that swept away roads and 
damaged homes, in Breil-sur-Roya, France.  REUTERS/Eri
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A university student protests against the government’s proposed labor reforms in Makassar, South Sulawesi 
Province, Indonesia. Antara Foto/Abriawan Abhe

Delegates arrive for the celebrations for the 75th founding anniversary of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea (WPK) at Pyongyang railway station, North Korea. KCNA/via REUTERS  

People protesting against the results of a parliamentary election stand in front of 
the government headquarters which has been taken over in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 
REUTERS/Vladimir Pirogov  

Silhouettes of UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan and his Israeli 
counterpart Gabi Ashkenazi are pictured before their historic meeting at Villa Borsig in Berlin, 
Germany.  REUTERS/Hannibal Hanschke/Pool

A member of the White House cleaning staff sprays the press briefing room the evening of U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s return from Walter Reed Medical Center after contracting the coronavirus in Washington. REUTERS/
Erin Scott    



休城工商

– 自1998年以來，現代汽車與其經銷商已
經為兒童癌症研究捐贈了超過1.72億美元

– 現代希望之輪任命新的全國青年大使 –
Alex Ferm以及Jordyn Hernandez

– 現代希望之輪宣布為兒童癌症研究以及
COVID-19得來速測試提供資助

由北美現代汽車及其美國經銷商團隊支持的
501©(3)非營利組織，現代希望之輪 (HHOW)，宣
布捐贈一千一百萬美元，用於持續其終結兒童癌
症的使命。今年的捐款將支持全國頂尖的兒童醫
院的COVID-19測試以及兒童癌症研究。現代希
望之輪將在一整個九月(兒童癌症宣導月)中藉由

線上握手儀式舉辦捐款儀式，並在社群媒體上發
布。

現代希望之輪董事會主席兼現代汽車New
Port Richey 和 Wesley Chapel 經銷商首席執行官
Scott Fink表示： 「新型冠狀病毒(COVID-19)的大
流行是史無前例的，這個疫情讓我們意識到團結
互助的需要。雖然在這段時期內向兒童癌症患者
提供治療與相關護理的方式已經發生了許多變化
，但我們始終堅持不懈地尋求治癒兒童癌症的決
心。今年，我們將捐款支持COVID-19測試，並
提供額外補助金給癌症研究。」

在美國，每36分鐘就會有一位兒童被診斷出
患有兒童癌症。今年是現代希望之輪第22年對這
個議題的持續支持。今年的活動主題為 「我可以
。我們可以。共同終結兒童癌症。」 ，強調保持
希望以及共同努力終結兒童癌症的重要性。自
1998年以來，現代汽車及其經銷商通過現代希望
之輪已經為兒童癌症研究捐贈了超過1.72億美元
，以挽救兒童寶貴的生命。

2020年研究補助金獲獎機構
現代希望之輪今年已向全國兒童醫院捐贈了

二十五筆全新研究經費。這些捐款包括兩類獎項
：十筆年輕研究者補助金(每筆二十萬美元)，以

及十五筆現代學者希望補助金(每筆三十萬美
元)。獲獎人是由美國兒童腫瘤學會的會員機構
所挑選出來的。每一筆捐款皆會在九月舉辦的
線上握手儀式上頒發。

新任全國青年大使
現代希望之輪每兩年選出新的全國青年大使

，代表該組織參加全國各地的活動。這些大使是
戰勝兒童癌症的鬥士，為其他與兒童癌症抗爭的
兒童分享他們的希望故事。現代希望之輪很高興
宣布，來自北卡羅萊納州Chapel Hill，十二歲的
Alex Ferm先生，以及來自加州Concord，十三歲
的Jordyn Hernandez小姐當選為2020-2022年全
國青年大使。Alex和Jordyn的故事充滿著令人難
以置信的勇氣和力量，他們的聲音將激發其他面
臨兒童癌症的兒童和家庭。

對於COVID-19所採取的措施
現代希望之輪今年新宣布要像兒童醫院和其

他機構捐贈四百四十萬美元，以幫助他們對抗
COVID-19。新型冠狀病毒對於兒童癌症患者是一
個特別的威脅，基於患者弱化的免疫系統。現代
希望之輪捐贈給二十三家COVID-19得來速測試
中心的資助能讓家庭在安全有效的環境中獲得所
需的護理。至今，這些捐款已經幫助測試了超過

六十萬民眾。
想知道更多關於現代希望之輪的信息以及查

看其 2020 年捐款列表，請至 hyundaihopeon-
wheels.org/research網頁以及現代希望之輪社群
媒體平台：
臉書：Facebook.com/HyundaiHopeOnWheels
推特：Twitter.com/HopeOnWheels
IG：Instagram.com/HyundaiHopeOnWheels

現代 「希望之輪」 簡介
北美現代汽車 「希望之輪」 是一個501©(3)的

非營利組織，致力於為兒童癌症尋找治療方法。
於1998年成立，現代 「希望之輪」 為在美國做兒
童癌症研究以及創新治療的合格醫療機構提供研
究補助金。現代 「希望之輪」 是國內最大的兒童
癌症研究資助者之一。 「希望之輪」 的主要資金
來自於北美現代汽車及其底下超過八百二十間的
經銷商。自從成立以來，現代 「希望之輪」 已經
捐贈超過一億七千兩百萬美元給兒童癌症研究，
以找出治癒兒童癌症的方法。

現代希望之輪在其第現代希望之輪在其第2222年捐贈一年捐贈一
千一百萬美元幫助兒童對抗癌症千一百萬美元幫助兒童對抗癌症

現代汽車分享車主見證現代汽車分享車主見證
人身安全為現代汽車第一宗旨人身安全為現代汽車第一宗旨

在現代汽車最新介紹現代車主的影
片系列中，現代分享了一個非凡的故事
，講述了一位遭遇重大車禍，但卻平安
無事的女士的經歷。這部影片 「仍然是
媽媽」 現已在現代汽車的YouTube頻道
上播放；這個故事展示了現代汽車通過
車輛安全保護客戶的決心。現代汽車分
享了一個非凡的車禍倖存故事，傳達了
現代汽車對於保護客戶的動力。

在 「仍然是媽媽」 影片中，現代汽
車位於阿拉巴馬州的製造廠員工閱讀了
一位Elantra車主的親身經歷。這位車主
發生了一個可能改變她生命的車禍。但
是車主相信，基於這台在阿拉巴馬州製
造的現代汽車，她得以從危險中安然逃
生，並仍然做孩子的媽媽。

這部影片展示出現代汽車的每一位
員工在製造最安全汽車的過程中都是極

為重要的一環。
北美現代汽車首席行銷官Angela

Zepeda表示： 「車主是我們擁有最有
價值的資產。他們讓我們 – 以及全世
界 – 知道我們在做正確的事，以及在
哪裡可以做得更好。安全是現代汽車的
基礎，整間公司都優先考慮確保所有人
的安全。安全是最重要的。」

現代汽車在汽車安全性方面處於業
界領先的地位，並生產最
多榮獲公路安全協會(IIHS)
Top Safety Pick + 以 及 Top
Safety Pick獎項的車款。在
過去五年中，現代汽車生
產的IIHS頂級安全汽車比其
他品牌都要多。

北美現代汽車
我們在北美現代汽車

深信每個人都應得更好的車。從我們設
計和製造汽車的方式到我們對待顧客的
方式，讓事情變得更好是我們所做一切
的核心。現代富有尖端科技的SUV、房
車、休旅車，以及替代能源車款皆有現
代保固計畫的背書，這是我們讓顧客能
有更好經驗的承諾。現代汽車全車系在
全國超過八百二十間經銷商銷售，並且
將近一半的車輛是在位於阿拉巴馬州的

現代汽車製造廠建造。北美現代汽車的
總部位於加州噴泉谷，為韓國現代汽車
集團的分公司。

請至 www.HyundaiNews.com 查詢
更多北美現代 汽車相關新聞

北美現代汽車華人粉絲俱樂部
Facebook
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New York/London (CNN Business) Cineworld 
Group, the owner of Regal Cinemas, will sus-
pend operations at all of its theaters in the Unit-
ed States and the United Kingdom beginning 
on Thursday. The closures will affect 45,000 
employees. The news comes just days after the 
latest James Bond film, “No Time to Die,” was 
delayed until spring 2021 — the latest blow to 
the movie industry. A second wave of coronavi-
rus is also hitting Britain and many US states.
In a statement released on Monday, the compa-
ny said it could not provide customers “with the 
breadth of strong commercial films necessary 
for them to consider coming back to theaters 
against the backdrop of Covid-19.”
The group owns 127 theaters in the United 
Kingdom, including Picturehouse Cinemas, 
and 536 theaters in the United States. It is the 
world’s second largest movie theater business 
after AMC (AMC). Cineworld’s decision to 
close its theaters again has renewed fears about 
the ability of the company to survive the pan-
demic and its shares plummeted more than 42% 
in London on Monday.
News of the shutdown came as a surprise to 
many Cineworld staff. Cinema Action Group, 
a collective of Cineworld employees in the 
United Kingdom, tweeted on Saturday, “there 
has been no consultation with staff whatsoever.” 
Variety first reported the potential closure.

(Top row L to R) Daniel Craig, Liu Yifei, 
Scarlett Johansson and (bottom row L to R) 
Gal Gadot, Lauren Ridloff, and Tom Cruise, 
the stars of No Time to Die, Mulan, Black 
Widow, Wonder Woman 1984, Eternals, Top 
Gun: Maverick, and Mission: Impossible 7 
and Mission: Impossible 8 have had their 
film releases affected.
After closing for several months during corona-
virus lockdowns, the group had started reopen-
ing cinemas in July with new safety protocols in 
place. On Monday, the company was not able to 
say when its theaters might next be operational.
“Cineworld will continue to monitor the situ-
ation closely and will communicate any future 
plans to resume operations in these markets at 
the appropriate time, when key markets have 
more concrete guidance on their reopening 
status and, in turn, studios are able to bring 
their pipeline of major releases back to the 

big screen,” CEO Mooky Greidinger said in a 
statement.
Last month, Cineworld reported a loss of $1.6 bil-
lion in the first half of 2020 as revenue slumped 
by 67%. It also warned of the need to raise more 
funds in case a second wave of coronavirus leads 
to more “prolonged” shutdowns. In its statement 
on Monday, the company said it was “assessing 
several sources of additional liquidity and all 
liquidity raising options are being considered.” 
More than a dozen major films, including “Black 
Widow,” “Tenet” and “Wonder Woman 1984,” 
have either been delayed or skipped theaters alto-
gether and gone digital, as in the case of Disney’s 
“Mulan.” (Courtesy cnn.com)
Related

Impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on cinema

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a substantial 
impact on the film industry in 2020, mirroring its 
impacts across all arts sectors. Across the world 
and to varying degrees, cinemas and movie the-
aters have been closed, festivals have been can-
celled or postponed, and film releases have been 
moved to future dates or delayed indefinitely. Due 
to cinemas and movie theaters closing, the global 
box office has dropped by billions of dollars, and 
streaming has become more popular, while the 
stock of film exhibitors has also dropped dramat-
ically. Many blockbusters originally scheduled to 
be released between March and November have 
been postponed or canceled around the world, 
with film productions also being put on halt.
The Chinese film industry had lost US$2 billion 
by March 2020, having closed all its cinemas 
during the Lunar New Year period that sustains 
the industry across Asia. North America saw its 
lowest box office weekend since 1998 between 
March 13–15. 

A Brooklyn cinema announcing its showings in 
February 2020; A Quiet Place Part II’s release 
was subsequently postponed.

Box Office
In early March 2020, it was predicted that the 

global box office could lose US$5 billion as a 
result of the pandemic. 
Countries that are pandemic hot-spots have 
closed or restricted cinemas and movie theaters, 
negatively affecting film revenue. Attendance has 
also been lower in other regions. Following the 
pandemic in mainland China, 70,000 cinemas 
were closed in January 2020. In the first two 
months of 2020, China’s box office was down to 
US$3.9 million, compared to US$2.148 billion in 
the first two months of 2019. Later, as a result of 
the pandemic in Italy, on March 8, 2020 the Ital-
ian government ordered all cinemas to be closed, 
for up to a month. Before the closure, box office 
tracking estimated a 94% drop for the weekend 
of March 6–8 compared to the same period the 
previous year. Because of the growing pandemic 
in France, cinemas are operating at half capacity, 
leaving strategic seats unavailable to reduce 
proximity in the screens, a move followed days 
later by the Irish and Northern Irish cinema chain 
Omniplex Cinemas. On March 12, Qatar also 
closed all cinemas, as did the US on March 17, 
Malaysia and Thailand on March 18, the UK on 
March 20, Australia and New Zealand on March 
22, and Singapore on March 27. After a state of 
emergency was declared in Tokyo and six other 
prefectures in Japan on April 7, over 220 cinemas 
were closed. 

Percentage box office losses (outside of mainland 
China) for January to March 3, 2020 are: 70–75% 
in Italy, 60% in South Korea, 35% in Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, and Singapore, and 30% 
in Taiwan. The Los Angeles box office, a key 
movie market and local economic backbone, was 
projected to fall by 20% in April 2020 com-
pared to its 2019 figures, based on the state of 
emergency declared in the county at the start of 
March 2020. Despite the state of emergency, as 
single screens within movie theaters do not hold 
more than 1,000 people, they were granted an ex-
emption from the ban on mass public gatherings 
in California. A National Association of Theatre 
Owners representative for California and Nevada 
announced that theaters would stay open; histori-
cally, movie theaters have remained open during 

other similar emergencies.              
However, a survey of Americans over the 
opening March weekend showed support for 
closing movie theaters. On March 15, Deadline 
reported that over 100 movie theaters in the US 
had closed, some due to local rulings and others 
because of an inability to keep them open with no 
demand; on March 17, with national restrictions 
to social gatherings, cinemas across the United 
States closed. However, drive-in theaters, where 
customers stay in their own cars, were not closed, 
and quickly grew in popularity again. 

The sign on the door of a closed Regal movie 
theater in New York City, March 2020; Regal 
Cinemas would reopen most of their theaters on 
August 21.
The opening March weekend saw a dramatical-
ly lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the 
release of Captain Marvel, which alone earned 
over US$153 million domestically that weekend, 
compared to the 2020 weekend’s biggest film, 
Onward, with around US$39 million. The next 
weekend saw the lowest total US box office 
intake since the October 30–November 1, 1998 
weekend, with lower percentage drops than the 
weekend after 9/11, at US$55.3 million. Onward 
itself saw the biggest weekend-to-weekend drop 
of any Pixar film, making $10.5 million, though 
was still the weekend’s biggest film and the only 
one to make over $10 million. On March 19, Walt 
Disney Studios and Universal Pictures announced 
that they would no longer report box office fig-
ures. Comscore therefore announced the next day 
that it would indefinitely suspend its reporting of 
box office estimates and charts. 
On March 26, after local transmission of the 
virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters 
there began to re-open, with reports that 250–500 
theaters were opening, but the next day authorities 
again closed all movie theaters in the country. 
(Courtesy Wikipedia.org)
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