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Trump’s COVID bill delay leaves mil-
lions of desperate Americans in limbo
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump’s 
threat late Tuesday to veto the $892 billion coronavirus 
relief bill approved by Congress this week may delay aid 
for millions of families on the cusp of eviction and about 
to lose unemployment benefits.

Trump’s apparent refusal to immediately sign the 
bill “has injected uncertainty or worse into the effort to 
protect millions of Americans from falling over a financial 
cliff,” said Mark Hamrick of Bankrate Wednesday.

Trump said the bill, which passed Congress Monday night, 
did not provide enough support for small businesses, and 
he asked Congress to increase stimulus checks to individ-
uals to $2,000, instead of the “ridiculously low” $600 in 
the bill.

Many economists agree the bill’s aid is too low, but say 
the immediate support to the economy is still welcome and 
necessary.

These households are in limbo:

14 MILLION COULD LOSE INCOME THE DAY AF-
TER CHRISTMASAbout 14.1 million people are receiv-
ing unemployment benefits through pandemic programs 
that are set to expire on Dec. 26, according to Labor 
Department data.

GRAPHIC: Emergency benefits could end -
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FILE PHOTO: Workers 
shovel snow from the 
steps of the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, U.S., Decem-
ber 16, 2020. REUTERS/
Erin Scott/File Photo

The bill extends two programs which support self-employed 
workers and the long-term unemployed until mid-March. It 
also adds an extra $300 per week in aid to the 20.3 million 
people receiving unemployment benefits.

Letting the bill lapse would amount to a sudden cutoff in 
income for households that already saw unemployment ben-
efits shrink drastically over the summer, when a $600 weekly 
supplement expired.

CASH DWINDLES FOR HOUSEHOLDS
Democrats embraced Trump’s $2,000 check proposal Monday, 
but Republicans are unlikely to join them. In the meantime, the 
$600 checks that were supposed to be mailed by Treasury next 
week are on hold.

Households used the $1,200 direct cash payments from the 
Cares Act in the spring to boost spending, pay down debt and 
pad savings.

Now lower-income U.S. households, earning between $12,000 
and $30,267, are quickly depleting savings, JPMorgan Chase 
Institute found in a report released earlier this month.

The cash cushion is nearly gone for these households, increas-
ing the risk they could fall further behind on housing payments 
and other bills, the research showed.

EVICTION THREAT LOOMING
The bill extends a moratorium on evictions that expires Dec. 
31 through the end of January, and provides $25 billion in 
emergency rental assistance.

About 40 million people could face eviction over the 
next several months, according to research from the 
Aspen Institute. They owe about $70 billion in unpaid 
back rent and utilities, Moody’s Analytics Chief Economist 
Mark Zandi estimates.
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The United Kingdom has identified a
new contagious coronavirus variant
linked to a surge of cases in England
with forty countries already imposing re-
strictions on travelers from the UK.

President-elect Biden said today that
the darkest days in the battle against the
coronavirus pandemic are ahead of us
and not behind us, so we need to pre-
pare ourselves to steel our spines. As
frustrating as it is to hear, it’s going to
take patience, persistence and determi-
nation to beat this virus. Biden also as-
sured the country that his administration
will provide more economic relief and
support to Americans. He will also ur-
gently address the recent massive cy-
berattacks on U.S. companies and fed-

eral government agencies by Russia.

Biden also said Trump’s team has not
been fully cooperating with his transition
team to share information. He said the
Defense Department won’ t even brief
us on many things.

The new leader will also ask Congress
to ensure that all Americans who have
been unemployed because of the eco-
nomic upheaval caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic will be able to continue to
live day by day.

We feel very sorry about what is happen-
ing in Washington D.C. Even up until to-
day, President Trump doesn’ t want to
admit his defeat. Around the world all the

people are watching to see if American
democracy is working.

We as citizens of this great country ex-
pect the political system we have been

using for more than two hundred years
to work. We now need to follow our sys-
tem and in that way America can be
great again.
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Help Continues On The WayHelp Continues On The Way

BUSINESS

NEW YORK, 18 December 2020 – 
UNICEF could potentially transport up 
to 850 tonnes of COVID-19 vaccines per 
month in 2021, should such quantities 
become available, according to a new as-
sessment. This is more than double the av-
erage weight of vaccines UNICEF trans-
ports every month. The assessment is part 
of UNICEF’s work to lead on the procure-
ment and delivery of COVID-19 vaccines 
for 92 low- and lower middle-income 
countries on behalf of the COVAX Facili-
ty, in collaboration with the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO).
“This is a mammoth and historic under-
taking,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director. “The scale of the task is 
daunting, and the stakes have never been 
higher, but we are ready to take this on.”
The UNICEF assessment looked at glob-
al airfreight capacity and transport routes 
to better understand the challenges of de-
livering COVID-19 vaccines in 2021. It 
found that commercial airlines will be able 

to deliver vaccines to almost all 92 low- 
and lower-middle-income countries, 
which are among the 190 economies 
participating in the COVAX Facility, at 
an estimated cost of up to US$70 mil-
lion. 

Comparing vaccine volume estimates 
against commercial and cargo routes 
across the globe, the assessment also 
found that current air cargo capacity 
would be sufficient to make deliveries 
covering 20 per cent of the population 
for most of the 92 countries. COVID-19 
vaccines are expected to be primarily 
shipped using existing passenger and 
cargo flight capacity, although charters 
or alternative transport options may 
still be needed for some small countries 

and others with access issues. UNICEF 
is working with airlines and the wider 
logistics industry to prioritise the deliv-
ery of COVID-19 vaccines around the 
world.
One major challenge in the COVID-19 
vaccine operation is local cold chain 
capacity for vaccine storage within 
some low- and lower-middle-income 
countries. UNICEF, WHO and Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance, developed a guid-
ance note on supply and logistics to help 
countries develop their supply chain 
strategies to receive, store, distribute and 
manage COVID-19 vaccines and relat-
ed products. Given the range of storage 
temperatures required for COVID-19 
vaccines, countries will continue to train 
logisticians and health workers on how 
to keep COVID-19 vaccines at the right 
temperatures. As part of a program that 
started in 2017, with support from Gavi, 
UNICEF continues to procure and sup-
port the installation of 70,000 cold-chain 
fridges in lower-income countries by the 
end of 2021, which will help in the roll-
out of COVID-19 vaccines that need to 
be stored at 2 to 8 degrees Celsius. Al-
most half of these will be solar powered.

UNICEF, WHO and Gavi are also 
working to help countries prepare and 
develop national deployment and vac-
cination plans for the large-scale roll 
out of COVID-19 vaccines. Currently, 
countries are continuing to monitor their 
readiness against key milestones, which 
include expediting regulatory approvals 
and putting in place ways to monitor 
vaccine safety. In addition, a UNICEF 
meeting this week with more than 300 
vaccine procurement experts globally, 
including government officials, looked at 
ways to procure and roll-out COVID-19 
vaccines and strengthen regulatory sys-
tems and supply chains.

Funding is critical. UNICEF has called 
for US$410 million to help countries 
with the delivery of vaccines, therapeu-
tics and diagnostic tools in 2021. Fur-
ther, UNICEF estimates a funding gap of 
US$133 million to cover in-country vac-
cine logistics and the required cold chain 
equipment for the poorest 92 countries.
“With the imminent arrival of globally 
approved COVID-19 vaccines, we can 
begin to see signs of hope. But hope will 
not be restored by the vaccine alone,” 
said Fore. “Countries need urgent tech-
nical and financial support to strength-
en their capacities for cold and supply 
chains, to train health workers, and to 
work with communities in combatting 
misinformation and building trust in vac-
cines. Without urgent funding and sup-
port, many of the poorest countries still 
risk being left behind.”

Related

COVAX: Ensuring Glob-
al Equitable Access To 
COVID-19 Vaccines

What COVAX Offers:
 Doses for at least 20% of countries’ 
populations Diverse and actively 
managed portfolio of vaccines 

Vaccines delivered as soon as they 
are available
 End the acute phase of the pandemic 

Rebuild economies
The largest vaccine procurement and 
supply operation ever is underway – and 
UNICEF is leading it on behalf of the 
Global COVAX Facility. We are work-
ing to ensure that all countries participat-
ing in the Facility (currently 189) have 
equitable access to 2 billion doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine by the end of 2021.
How Through the COVAX Facility – 
led by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO 
and CEPI – UNICEF is working with 

manufacturers and partners on the pro-
curement of COVID-19 vaccine doses, 
as well as freight, logistics and storage. 
In collaboration with the PAHO Revolv-
ing Fund, we are leading the procure-
ment and delivery for 92 low- and lower 
middle-income countries while also sup-
porting procurement for more than 97 
upper-middle-income and high-income 
nations. Together, these represent more 
than four-fifths of the world’s popula-
tion.
When? When a safe and effective vac-
cine is approved by WHO, UNICEF will 
begin the operation to transport vaccines 
from manufacturers to countries. The 
initial 2 billion doses are intended to 
protect frontline health care and social 
workers, as well as high risk and vulner-
able people.
Why UNICEF? As the largest single 
vaccine buyer in the world, UNICEF has 
a unique and longstanding expertise in 
procurement and logistics to help chil-
dren in need. UNICEF procures more 
than 2 billion doses of vaccines annu-
ally for routine immunization and out-
break response on behalf of nearly 100 
countries. We are the main procurement 
partner of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and 
have helped reach more than 760 million 
children with life-saving vaccines over 
the last 20 years, preventing more than 
13 million deaths. In vaccinating health 
workers globally, we ensure that health 
care workers can get back to work so 
that children and their mothers get the 
critical health care they need - vaccina-
tions, treatment of malnutrition and oth-
er deadly diseases such as malaria and 
diarrhea, as well as obstetric, prenatal 
and post-natal care along with services 
for newborns. These are critical services 
without which millions of children’s 
lives are at stake given the widespread 
disruptions to essential services during 
lockdowns. We cannot let one disease 
lead to outbreaks of other diseases that 
could reverse years of progress in child 
health. (Courtesy https://www.unicef.
org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

 ‘Mammoth And Historic’ Logistics Program To
Help Low-And Lower-Middle-Income Countries 

UNICEF Plans To Transport Up To 850 
Tons of COVID-19 Vaccines Per Month

In Partnership With COVAX

UNICEF/UNI319459/Rocio Ortega



Electoral workers transport ballot boxes on their motorcycles as they arrive 
to prepare a polling station ahead of presidential and legislative elections in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, November 21, 2020. Burkina Faso President 
Roch Kabore has won re-election by a comfortable margin, preliminary results 
showed, after an election marred by insecurity that prevented swathes of the 

A protester throws a teargas can back at the police during the opposition Economic Freedom Fight-
ers party’s protest against perceived entrenched racism at Brackenfell High School in Cape Town, 
South Africa, November 20, 2020. Protesters targeted the school, located in a mainly white Afrikan-
er community in Cape Town’s northern suburbs, accusing it of not inviting black and mixed-race 
students to a private party that some pupils and their parents arranged after the school’s official 
matriculation ball was canceled because of COVID-19. REUTERS/Mike Hutchings

Hindu devotees worship the Sun god in an artificial pond during the religious festival of Chhath 
Puja in Mumbai, India, . REUTERS/Francis Mascarenhas
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A man grimaces as people gather to mourn the death of Argentine soccer legend Diego Maradona outside 
San Paolo stadium in Naples, Italy, REUTERS/Yara Nardi

Vehicles are submerged at a plot flooded by the Chamelecon River due to heavy rain caused by 
Storm Iota, in La Lima, Honduras. REUTERS/Jorge Cabrera

A balloon depicting Red Titan, a character from “Ryan’s World”, is seen during the 
94th Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade closed to the spectators due to the spread of 
the coronavirus, in Manhattan, New York City, , 2020. REUTERS/Andrew Kelly

British musician Paul Barton plays the piano for monkeys in Lopburi, Thailand. Barton has 
played at four venues in Lopburi, a province famous for its marauding monkeys, including at an 
ancient Hindu temple, a hardware store and a derelict cinema. He hopes his music can calm 
the hungry wild monkeys, at a time when Thailand’s coronavirus-induced tourism hiatus means 

El Paso County Medical Examiner’s Office staff roll bodies that are in bags labeled “Covid” from refrigerated 
trailers into the morgue office in El Paso, Texas, November 23, 2020. REUTERS/Ivan Pierre Aguirre



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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“Today's News – Tomorrow's History”

Christmas tree on the
Taipei 101 Building

in Taipei

Christmas tree in
Downtown Beirut,

Lebanon

Christmas
decorations,

Budapest, Hungary

Traditional Danish
Christmas Dinner

Carrer Portal de
l'Angel , at

Christmastime,
Barcelona, Spain

Christmas Eve is the day before
Christmas Day, an internationally

celebrated holiday commemorating the
Nativity of Jesus. It is a culturally

significant celebration for most of the

Western world and is widely observed as
a full or partial holiday in anticipation of
Christmas all over the world. In Western

culture, Christmas Eve is mostly
celebrated on December 24th.

Worldwide Christmas Celebrations

It’s Christmas Eve Around the World……

Christmas
in Ottawa, Canada

Large Christmas tree
in a Hong Kong Mall

Christmas lights
in Tokyo, Japan

Christmas Services
in Karachi, Pakistan

Christmas Services
in Karachi, Pakistan
Czech Republic

Christmas at
Rockefeller Center
in New York City,

USA

Singapore Orchard Road
Lights Up

At Christmas time

Holiday Lion Dance
in Hong Kong

Colorful Parols
in the Philippines

The Cheonggyecheon
River Walk,

Seoul, South Korea

Christmas Market
at the Town Hall,
Vienna, Austria

“Father Christmas”
Walk in Russia

Children March in the
Streets of Tbilisi,

Georgia at Christmas

Christmas tree
in Kiev, Ukraine

Christmas toy,
from Berlin, Germany

Christmas Eve Candles
In Finland

Julbock, a Giant
Christmas Goat in Gävle,
Sweden Town Market

ZUM Department Store
in Bulgaria

Christmas Tree at
Syntagma Square,
Athens, Greece

Wheat Grass used
for, holding

Christmas Candles in
Croatia

Christmas Decorations
in Milan, Italy

Christmas Decorations
along the Champs-Élysées

in Paris, France

Nativity Scene
in Lima, Peru

A Giant Christmas Pinata
Lights Up the Mexican Sky

Christmas Parade in
Nigeria

Butchart Gardens,
Vancouver, Canada

at Christmas

From the Staff of News&Review

Christmas Tree
at Trafalgar Square

Christmas Lights
on Regent Street

Giant Christmas Bulb
Sculpture in Melbourne,

Australia

Greek Orthodox
Christmas Service

Traditional Christmas
Pudding, New Zealand
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