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In second impeachment bid, Democrats
accuse Trump of inciting insurrection

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Congressional Democrats began a push
on Monday to force U.S. President
Donald Trump from office, introducing an article of impeachment that
accuses him of inciting insurrection in
connection with the violent attack on
the Capitol last week.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald
Trump and Vice President Mike Pence
stand while making remarks about
early results from the 2020 U.S. presidential election in the East Room of
the White House in Washington, U.S.,
November 4, 2020. REUTERS/Carlos
Barria/File Photo
The Democratic-controlled House
of Representatives could vote on
impeachment as early as Wednesday,
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer
told reporters. Passage would make
Trump, a Republican, the only U.S.
president ever to be impeached twice.
Thousands of Trump supporters
stormed the seat of Congress last
week, forcing lawmakers who were
certifying Democratic President-elect
Joe Biden’s election victory into
hiding in a harrowing assault on the

heart of American democracy that left
five dead.
The violence came after Trump urged
supporters to march on the Capitol at
a rally where he repeated false claims
that his resounding defeat in the Nov. 3
election was illegitimate. Many House
Democrats and a handful of Republicans
say Trump should not be trusted to serve
out his term, which ends on Jan. 20.
“We have a president most of us believe
participated in encouraging an insurrection and an attack on this building
and on democracy and trying to subvert
the counting of the presidential ballot,”
Hoyer told reporters.
As the House convened on Monday,
Republicans blocked an effort to immediately consider a resolution asking Vice
President Mike Pence to invoke the U.S.
Constitution’s never-used 25th Amendment to remove an unfit president.

who raised the objection.
The House still could vote as early as
Tuesday on the resolution for use of the
25th Amendment, which allows the vice
president and the Cabinet to remove a
president who is incapable of fulfilling
his duties.
Pence and his fellow Republicans have
shown little interest in invoking the
amendment, but House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and other Democrats have tried
to ramp up the pressure on them to act
against Trump. They called on Pence to
respond within 24 hours after passage of
the resolution.
“As our next step, we will move forward
with bringing impeachment legislation
to the floor. The president’s threat to
America is urgent, and so too will be our
action,” Pelosi said in a statement.

Dozens of people who attacked police
officers, stole computers and smashed
windows during the rampage at the
“The U.S. House must never adopt a
Capitol have been arrested for their role
resolution that demands the removal of
in the violence, and officials have opened
a duly elected president, without any
hearings, debate or recorded votes,” said 25 domestic terrorism investigat
Republican Representative Alex Mooney, Trump acknowledged a new administration would take office on Jan. 20 in

a video statement after the attack but
has not appeared in public. Twitter
and Facebook have suspended his accounts, citing the risk of him inciting
violence.

oust Trump. A source said last week he
was opposed to the idea.
House Democrats impeached Trump in
December 2019 for pressuring Ukraine
to investigate Biden, but the Republican-controlled Senate voted not to
convict him.

DEMOCRATIC SUPPORT
Representative Jim McGovern, the
chairman of the House Rules Committee, said he expected the impeachment Even if the House impeaches Trump
again, the Senate, which is currently
article would pass the House.
controlled by Republicans, would not
take up the charges until Jan. 19 at the
“What this president did is unconearliest, Trump’s last full day in office.
scionable, and he needs to be held to
account,” McGovern told CNN.
Democrats’ latest effort to force out
Trump also faces long odds of success
The lawmakers who drafted the
without bipartisan support. It requires
impeachment charge say they have
locked in the support of at least 214 of a two-thirds majority to convict and
the chamber’s 222 Democrats, indicat- remove Trump in the 100-member Sening strong odds of passage. Biden has ate, where Republicans will have a slim
so far not weighed in on impeachment, majority until the winners of the recent
Georgia runoff races are seated and Vice
saying it is a matter for Congress.
President-elect Kamala Harris is sworn
in. Harris would be the tie-breaking vote
Pence was in the Capitol along with
in the chamber.
his family when Trump’s supporters
attacked, and he and Trump are currently not on speaking terms. Pence’s So far, only four Republican lawmakers
have said publicly that Trump should not
office did not respond to questions
serve out the remaining nine days in his
about using the 25th Amendment to
term.
ADVERTISEMENT

An impeachment trial would tie up the
Senate during Biden’s first weeks in
office, preventing the new president from
installing Cabinet secretaries and acting
on priorities like coronavirus relief.
Representative Jim Clyburn, the No.
3 House Democrat, has suggested his
chamber could avoid that problem by
waiting several months to send the impeachment charge over to the Senate.
Trump would be long gone by then, but
a conviction could lead to him being
barred from running for president again
in 2024. The votes also would force
Trump’s Republicans to again defend his
behavior.
Washington remains on high alert ahead
of Biden’s inauguration. The event traditionally draws hundreds of thousands of
visitors to the city, but has been scaled
back dramatically because of the raging
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Is This Worth It, Mr. President?
After the roils on Capitol Hill, last
Wednesday President Macron of
France, standing in front of an American
flag declared in English that, “We believe in the strength of our democracies.
We believe in the strength of American
democracy.”
It was also clearly indicated that the mob
of Trump loyalists in Washington, attempting to disrupt the peaceful transition of American power, also posed a
threat to all democracies.
In Germany, Chancellor Angela Merkel
said she was angry and sad. She also

blamed President Trump.

been completed, Joe Biden is due to
take the oath of office as president on
“I deeply regret that since November, January 20th, but Trump followers will
President Trump has not accepted that not give up on their actions to disrupt the
he lost, and did not do so again yester- inauguration.
day,” Ms. Merkel said. “He stoked uncertainties about the election outcome, Now, in the wake of the violence at the
and that created an atmosphere that Capitol and Mr. Trump’s increasing isomade the events of last night possible.” lation within his own party and social media platforms, a path forward may be to
When the whole world was watching, sympathize with the grievances of the
armed protesters forced their way into Trump-loving audience that will finally
the U.S. Capitol. If this can happen in
the United States, it can happen anywhere. This is not merely a U.S. issue. It
also shakes up the world and the rest of
the democratic nations.

have to acknowledge its leader has fallen.
Today our nation is still facing a very serious challenge. When the Biden administration comes to power, we don’t believe that Trump will give up his power
ambitions.
These are very sad days for all of us. Mr.
President, is all this worth it for you?

A peaceful transfer of power is the cornerstone of every democracy. This lesson was taught to the world by the U.S.
today. It is a disgrace that Donald Trump
has undermined the peaceful transfer of
power by inciting violence and destruction.
On Capitol Hill, Democrats are prepared
to move forward with impeaching Trump
over his role in last week’ s deadly attack on the U.S. Capitol if he doesn’ t
resign. The plan is to send the Articles of
Impeachment to the Senate to delay the
trial until after the early days of the Biden
presidency to prevent Trump from holding office again.
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Now that the Electoral vote count has
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Stay Home!										Wear Mask!

While The Variant Spreads More Easily, Researchers Say Its Symptoms
Are Not More Severe Than The Previous Versions Of The Virus

More Contagious Variant Of COVID
Virus First Seen In UK Discovered In
Harris County--First Case In Texas

Harris County’s warning for the public

fairly soon if the new strain makes people sicker.” A

“This has the potential to throw jet fuel on an already

WHO outbreak expert, Maria Van Kerkhove, said that

dangerous situation,” said Harris County Judge Lina

“the information that we have so far is that there isn’t a

Hidalgo.

change” in the kind of illness or its severity.

During a press conference Thursday, Hidalgo expressed her concern about the arrival of the new
COVID variant and said the health department is aggressively investigating the links to the infected individual. She encouraged all residents to limit indoor
gatherings and instead opt for outdoor activities.
“The health and safety of everyone in our community
remains our top priority. Though mutations of a virus
are expected, we are closely monitoring this case and
any potential contacts to prevent the ongoing spread
of the virus at all levels,” said Dr. Sherri Onyiego,
health authority for Harris County, “The prevention
measures for this strain are no different and our community should continue staying home in addition to
wearing facemasks, social distancing, getting tested,
and washing your hands frequently. We know that our
community is growing COVID fatigue, but as cases
and hospitalizations are steadily increasing, now is not
the time to drop our guard down.”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Scientists trying to understand new
coronavirus variant

HOUSTON — The first known case of the more conta-

reports surging COVID-19 hospitalizations. With

Scientists say the new variant does not seem to

gious variant of COVID-19, variant B.1.1.7 that was first

nearly 2,000 COVID-19 patients, hospitals are al-

cause more serious COVID-19 illness than previous

found in the United Kingdom, has now been discovered

ready operating at surge capacity.

in the Houston area, Harris County Public Health offi-

“Our hospitals are busy, our emergency rooms are

Does it spread more easily? Make people sicker? Mean

cials said Thursday. Public health officials said it’s the

busy,” President and CEO of Memorial Hermann

that treatments and vaccines won’t work? Questions

first known case of the variant in Texas.

Houston Dr. David Callender said. “We are not over-

are multiplying as fast as new variants of the coro-

The infected person was reported to be a man between

whelmed but there is quite a demand for hospital

navirus, especially the one moving through England

30 and 40 years old who lives on the county’s southwest

care today.”

and now popping up in the U.S. and other countries.

side, outside of Houston’s city limits. He has no histo-

Although the new strain is a concern, it’s not a

Scientists say there is reason for concern and more to

ry of travel, which suggests there could be community

surprise to medical professionals. Callender said

learn, but that the new variants should not cause alarm.

spread.

they’ve been watching how it has been playing out in

Worry has been growing since before Christmas when

Related: What is the new COVID-19 variant? FAQ

other areas where the variant is the dominant strain.

Britain’s prime minister said the coronavirus variant

“The individual is stable, in isolation, and will remain

“Bottom line is we need to be prepared for higher

seemed to spread more easily than earlier ones and

there until cleared by public health officials. HCPH

numbers and a more significant surge that can last

was moving rapidly through England. On Tuesday,

epidemiologists are identifying, notifying, and quaran-

longer. So we are trying to make sure we are ready,”

Colorado health officials said they had found it there.

tining all close contacts and are conducting a thorough

he said.

Here are some questions and answers on what’s

investigation in conjunction with the Texas Department

If there is a bright side, it’s that the variant strain

known about the virus so far.

of State Health Services (DSHS),” the county’s health

doesn’t appear more deadly and does respond to the

Q: WHERE DID THIS NEW VARIANT COME

leaders stated in a press release.

vaccine.

FROM? A: New variants have been seen almost since

New variant is more easily transmitted
but not more severe

“There is hope with the vaccines,” Callender said.

the virus was first detected in China nearly a year

versions of the virus

ago. Viruses often mutate, or develop small changes,

Based on available studies in the United Kingdom,

as they reproduce and move through a population.

scientists believe the B.1.1.7 variant to be more easi-

Most changes are trivial. “It’s the change of one or

ly transmitted than previously identified strains of the

two letters in the genetic alphabet that doesn’t make

SARS-CoV-2 variant but not more severe in symptoms.

much difference in the ability to cause disease,” said

In addition, the currently approved vaccines are thought

Dr. Philip Landrigan, a former Centers for Disease

to be effective against this variant, public health officials

Control and Prevention scientist who directs a global

say. The discovery comes as the Texas Medical Center

Memorial Hermann Hospital Houston

health program at Boston College.

Photo issued by the University of Oxford, shows of
vial of coronavirus vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University, in Oxford, England.
Britain has authorized use of a second COVID-19
vaccine, becoming the first country to greenlight
an easy-to-handle shot that its developers hope
will become the “vaccine for the world.” The United Kingdom government says the Medicines and
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency has made
an emergency authorization for the vaccine developed by Oxford University and UK-based drugmaker AstraZeneca. (John Cairns/University of
Oxford via AP, File)
Q: HOW DOES ONE VARIANT BECOME DOMINANT? A: That can happen if one variant takes hold
and starts spreading in an area, or because “super
spreader” events helped it become established. It also
can happen if a mutation gives a new variant an advantage, such as helping it spread more easily than other
ones that are circulating. Scientists are still working to
confirm whether the variant in England spreads more
easily, but they are finding some evidence that it does.
The variant “out-competes the other strains and moves
faster and infects more people, so it wins the race,”
Landrigan said. The British variant was first detected
in September, WHO officials said. A new South African variant also has emerged.
Q: WHAT’S WORRISOME ABOUT THE BRITISH VARIANT? A: It has many mutations — nearly
two dozen — and eight are on the spike protein that
the virus uses to attach to and infect cells. The spike
is what vaccines and antibody drugs target. Dr. Ravi
Gupta, a virus expert at the University of Cambridge
in England, said modeling studies suggest it may be
up to two times more infectious than the version that’s
been most common in England so far. He and other
researchers posted a report of it on a website scientists
use to quickly share developments, but it has not been
formally reviewed or published in a journal.
Q: DOES IT MAKE PEOPLE SICKER OR
MORE LIKELY TO DIE? A: “There’s no indication
that either of those is true, but clearly those are two issues we’ve got to watch,” Landrigan said. As more patients get infected with the new variant, “they’ll know

In this Dec. 1, 2020, file photo, people wait their
turn to be called for a PCR test for the COVID-19
outside a hospital in Barcelona, Spain. (AP Photo/
Emilio Morenatti, AP)
Q: WHAT DO THE MUTATIONS MEAN FOR
TREATMENTS? A: A couple of cases in England
raise concern that the mutations in some of the emerging new variants could hurt the potency of drugs that
supply antibodies to block the virus from infecting
cells. Studies on antibody response are under way,
Van Kerkhove said. One drugmaker, Eli Lilly, said
that tests in its lab suggest that its drug remains fully
active.
Q: WHAT ABOUT VACCINES? A: Scientists believe current vaccines will still be effective against
the variant, but they are working to confirm that. On
Wednesday, British officials reiterated that there is no
data suggesting the new variant hurts the effectiveness
of the available vaccines. Vaccines induce broad immune system responses besides just prompting the immune system to make antibodies to the virus, so they
are expected to still work, several scientists said.
Q: WHAT CAN I DO TO REDUCE MY RISK? A:
Follow the advice to wear a mask, wash your hands
often, maintain social distance and avoid crowds, public health experts say. “The bottom line is we need to
suppress transmission” of the coronavirus, said the
WHO’s director-general, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. “The more we allow it to spread, the more
mutations will happen.” (Courtesy https://www.khou.
com/article/news)
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Cakes in the shape of syringes are seen at the Schuerener Backparadies bakery, as the vaccination rollout against coronavirus continues, in Dortmund,
Germany. REUTERS/Leon Kuegeler

A Capitol Hill police officer wears a black band over his badge in honor of the police officer who died after supporters of President Donald Trump stormed the U.S. Capitol in Washington. REUTERS/Joshua Roberts

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un applauds at the 8th Congress of the Workers’ Party in
Pyongyang, North Korea. KCNA/via REUTERS

Family members and loved ones of Jose Garcia, who died from coronavirus, cry as he is
laid to rest at the San Jose Cemetery in La Mesa, New Mexico, December 22, 2020. Justin
Hamel/Handout via REUTERS

Participants wearing protective face masks amid the coronavirus outbreak, pray as they take an
ice-cold bath during a ceremony to purify their souls and to wish for overcoming the pandemic
at the Teppozu Inari shrine in Tokyo, Japan. REUTERS/Kim...

Indonesian rescue members inspect what is believed to be the remains of the Sriwijaya
Air plane flight SJ182, which crashed into the sea, at Jakarta International Container Terminal port in Jakarta, Indonesia. REUTERS/Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana

A resign Hawley sign painted on the street is pictured during a protest against U.S. Senator Josh Hawley
in St Louis, Missouri. REUTERS/Lawrence Bryant

Wreaths are placed next to newly-opened graves, in a designated cemetery area for
patients who died from the coronavirus, in Thessaloniki, Greece, December 3, 2020.
REUTERS/Alexandros Avramidis

Tuesday, January 12, 2021

COMMUNITY
Donors Will Be Given A Chance To Win Two Tickets
To Next Year’s Super Bowl LVI In Los Angeles

American Red Cross Calls For
Blood Plasma For COVID Patients

ability to make a difference in the lives
of COVID-19 patients, according to
the Red Cross. People who have recovered from COVID-19 may have antibodies in their plasma that could give
a patient’s immune system the boost it
needs to beat the virus.
Related

A Primer On Blood

By Guest Writer Steven Reinberg HealthDay Reporter
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 6, 2021 (HealthDay
News) -- The American Red Cross is urging COVID-19 survivors to donate blood
plasma for hospital patients who need it to
recover. As an incentive to help boost the
national convalescent plasma shortage, the
Red Cross has teamed up with the National Football League and is offering donors
a chance to win two tickets to next year’s
Super Bowl LVI in Los Angeles.
The Red Cross is especially asking those
who have recovered from COVID-19 to
give blood because more donors are needed to help hospital patients.
Those who donate between Jan. 1 and 20
will be automatically entered to win the
“Big Game at Home” package for viewing
at home, with a 65-inch television and a
$500 gift card.
People can schedule an appointment to
give blood by visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, using the Red Cross Blood Donor
App, calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or activating the Blood Scheduling Skill for Amazon Alexa.

“While winter is historically a challenging time to collect blood due to the
holidays and inclement weather, this
year, COVID-19 has added a new challenge,” Dr. Pampee Young, chief medical officer of the American Red Cross,
said in a news release.
“Last month, the Red Cross distributed the greatest number of convalescent
plasma products than any other month
during the pandemic. With hospital distributions for this product increasing
about 250% since October, it is vital
that those who have recovered from
COVID-19 donate blood or plasma so
that we can continue to treat those critically ill with the virus,” Young added.

COVID-19 survivors have a unique

Blood is a constantly circulating fluid
providing the body with nutrition, oxygen, and waste removal. Blood is mostly
liquid, with numerous cells and proteins
suspended in it, making blood “thicker”
than pure water. The average person has
about 5 liters (more than a gallon) of
blood.
A liquid called plasma makes up about
half of the content of blood. Plasma
contains proteins that help blood to clot,
transport substances through the blood,
and perform other functions. Blood plasma also contains glucose and other dissolved nutrients.
About half of blood volume is composed
of blood cells:
• Red blood cells, which carry oxygen to
the tissues
• White blood cells, which fight infections
• Platelets, smaller cells that help blood
to clot
Blood is conducted through blood vessels (arteries and veins). Blood is prevented from clotting in the blood vessels
by their smoothness, and the finely tuned
balance of clotting factors.

Blood is a constantly circulating fluid providing the body with nutrition,
oxygen, and waste removal. Blood is
mostly liquid, with numerous cells and
proteins suspended in it, making blood
“thicker” than pure water. The average person has about 5 liters (more
than a gallon) of blood.
Blood Conditions

• Hemorrhage (bleeding): Blood leaking
out of blood vessels may be obvious, as
from a wound penetrating the skin. Internal bleeding (such as into the intestines,
or after a car accident) may not be immediately apparent.
• Hematoma: A collection of blood inside the body tissues. Internal bleeding
often causes a hematoma.
• Leukemia: A form of blood cancer, in
which white blood cells multiply abnormally and circulate through the blood.
The abnormal white blood cells make
getting sick from infections easier than
normal.
• Multiple myeloma: A form of blood
cancer of plasma cells similar to leukemia. Anemia, kidney failure and high
blood calcium levels are common in
multiple myeloma.
• Lymphoma: A form of blood cancer, in
which white blood cells multiply abnormally inside lymph nodes and other tissues. The enlarging tissues, and disruption of blood’s functions, can eventually
cause organ failure.
• Anemia: An abnormally low number
of red blood cells in the blood. Fatigue
and breathlessness can result, although
anemia often causes no noticeable symptoms.
• Hemolytic anemia: Anemia caused by
rapid bursting of large numbers of red
blood cells (hemolysis). An immune system malfunction is one cause.
• Hemochromatosis: A disorder causing
excessive levels of iron in the blood. The
iron deposits in the liver, pancreas and
other organs, causing liver problems and
diabetes.
• Sickle cell disease: A genetic condition
in which red blood cells periodically
lose their proper shape (appearing like
sickles, rather than discs). The deformed
blood cells deposit in tissues, causing
pain and organ damage.
• Bacteremia: Bacterial infection of the
blood. Blood infections are serious, and
often require hospitalization and continuous antibiotic infusion into the veins.
• Malaria: Infection of red blood cells
by Plasmodium, a parasite transmitted
by mosquitos. Malaria causes episodic
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fevers, chills, and potentially organ damage.

• Thrombocytopenia: Abnormally low
numbers of platelets in the blood. Severe
thrombocytopenia may lead to bleeding.
• Leukopenia: Abnormally low numbers
of white blood cells in the blood. Leukopenia can result in difficulty fighting
infections.
• Disseminated intravascular coagulation
(DIC): An uncontrolled process of simultaneous bleeding and clotting in very
small blood vessels. DIC usually results
from severe infections or cancer.
• Hemophilia: An inherited (genetic)
deficiency of certain blood clotting proteins. Frequent or uncontrolled bleeding
can result from hemophilia.
• Hypercoaguable state: Numerous conditions can result in the blood being
prone to clotting. A heart attack, stroke,
or blood clots in the legs or lungs can
result.
• Polycythemia: Abnormally high numbers of red blood cells in the blood. Polycythemia can result from low blood oxygen levels, or may occur as a cancer-like
condition.
• Deep venous thrombosis (DVT): A
blood clot in a deep vein, usually in the
leg. DVTs are dangerous because they
may become dislodged and travel to the
lungs, causing a pulmonary embolism
(PE).
• Myocardial infarction (MI): Commonly called a heart attack, a myocardial infarction occurs when a sudden blood clot
develops in one of the coronary arteries,
which supply blood to the heart. (Courtesy https://www.webmd.com/)

