
Thursday   January 21 2021  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Mr. Lee’s Commentary 
and Dairy

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com 

Sat

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Joe Biden was sworn in as 
president of the United States on Wednesday, offering 
a message of unity and restoration to a deeply divided 
country reeling from a battered economy and a raging 
coronavirus pandemic that has killed more than 400,000 
Americans.

Standing on the steps of the U.S. Capitol two weeks after a 
mob of then-President Donald Trump’s supporters stormed 
the building, Biden called for a return to civic decency in 
an inaugural address marking the end of Trump’s 
tempestuous four-year term.

“To overcome these challenges, to restore the soul and 
secure the future of America, requires so much more than 
words. It requires the most elusive of all things in a de-
mocracy: unity,” Biden, a Democrat, said after taking the 
oath of office.

“We must end this uncivil war that pits red against blue, 
rural versus urban, conservative versus liberal. We can 
do this - if we open our souls instead of hardening our 
hearts.”

The themes of Biden’s 21-minute speech mirrored those 
he had put at the center of his presidential campaign, when 
he portrayed himself as an empathetic alternative to the 
divisive Trump, a Republican.

The inauguration itself, one unlike any other in U.S. 
history, served as a stark reminder of both the tumult that 
defined the Trump era as well as the pandemic that still 
threatens the country.

Amid warnings of possible renewed violence, thousands of 
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armed National Guard troops circled the Capitol in an unprece-
dented show of force. The National Mall, typically packed with 
throngs of supporters, instead was filled with nearly 200,000 
U.S. flags. Attending dignitaries - including former U.S. Presi-
dents Barack Obama, George W. Bush and Bill Clinton - wore 
masks and sat several feet apart.

Biden’s running mate, Kamala Harris, the daughter of immi-
grants from Jamaica and India, became the first Black person, 
first woman and first Asian American to serve as vice president 
after she was sworn in by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, the court’s first Latina member.

The president spoke forcefully about the Jan. 6 Capitol siege 
when Trump backers breached the building, sending lawmak-
ers fleeing for safety and leaving five dead, including a police 
officer. But Biden never mentioned his predecessor by name.

The violence prompted the Democratic-controlled U.S. House 
of Representatives to impeach Trump last week for an un-
precedented second time, accusing him of incitement after he 
exhorted his backers to march on the building to press false 
claims of election fraud.

“Here we stand, just days after a riotous mob thought they 
could use violence to silence the will of the people, to stop the 
work on our democracy, to drive us from this sacred ground,” 
Biden said. “It did not happen; it will never happen. Not today, 
not tomorrow, not ever.”
Newsmaker: Joe Biden assumes leadership of a U.S. in crisis 
after Trump years
Pope urges U.S. reconciliation as bishops call out Biden on 
abortion
The norm-defying Trump flouted one last convention on his 
way out of the White House when he refused to meet with 

Biden or attend his successor’s inauguration, breaking with 
a political tradition seen as affirming the peaceful transfer of 
power.

Trump, who never conceded the Nov. 3 election, did not 
mention Biden by name in his final remarks as president on 
Wednesday morning, when he touted his administration’s re-
cord. He then boarded Air Force One for the last time and flew 
to his Mar-a-Lago retreat in Florida.

Top Republicans, including Vice President Mike Pence and the 
party’s congressional leaders, skipped Trump’s send-off and 
attended Biden’s inauguration instead.

Biden takes office at a time of deep national unease, with 
the country facing what his advisers have described as four 
compounding crises: the pandemic, the economic downturn, 
climate change and racial inequality. He has promised immedi-
ate action, including a raft of executive orders on his first day 
in office.

After a bitter campaign marked by Trump’s baseless allega-
tions of election fraud, Biden struck a conciliatory tone rarely 
heard from Trump, asking Americans who did not vote for him 
to give him a chance.

“I pledge this to you: I will be a president for all Americans,” 
he said. “And I promise you I will fight as hard for those who 
did not support me as for those who did.”

Although his remarks were directed primarily at domestic 
problems, Biden also delivered a message to the rest of the 
world. He promised to repair alliances frayed by Trump and 
act as a strong partner for peace, progress and security. He 
made no specific mention of high-stakes disputes with North 
Korea, Iran and China.

World leaders issued congratulatory statements, with sever-
al U.S. allies expressing relief at Biden’s inauguration after 
Trump’s unpredictable tenure which was focused on an “Amer-
ica First” agenda.

Biden took the presidential oath, administered by U.S. Chief 
Justice John Roberts, with his left hand resting atop a 
five-inch heirloom Bible that has been in his family for 
a century.

Later in the day, Biden attended a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia, accompanied by Obama, Bush 
and Clinton.

Afterward, his motorcade joined an abbreviated parade as he 
made his way to the White House. Biden and his family left 
their limousines on Pennsylvania Avenue to walk the final few 
hundred yards to their new home, occasionally stepping to the 
curb to greet a reporter or friend.
“It feels like I’m going home,” Biden said when asked how it 
felt returning to the White House.
Biden’s inauguration as the 46th president was the zenith of 
a five-decade career in public service that included more than 
three decades in the U.S. Senate and two terms as vice pres-
ident under Obama. At 78, he is the oldest U.S. president in 
history.

‘We must end this uncivil war,’ Biden says, 
taking over a U.S. in crisis



CC22English
星期四       2021年1月21日       Thursday, January 21, 2021

BUSINESS

This year’s output figures will be remi-
niscent of the 1930’s Great Depression, 
according to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). It said that the world is at risk 
of significantly lowered investment, trade 
and job numbers.
The IMF’s economic expert, Gita Gopi-
nath, said this week that “the cumulative 
loss in output relative to the pre-pandemic 
projected path is projected to grow from 
$11 trillion over 2020-21 to $28 trillion 
over 2020-25…this represents a severe 
setback to the improvement in average liv-
ing standards across all country groups.” 
The IMF praised central banks around 
the globe for stimulus plans that softened 
the impact that Covid-19 has had on  the 
world economy, and warned that an early 
removal of these support packages could 
prove disastrous for recovery efforts. 

World Countries Spent Over $13 Trillion 

To Combat Covid-19 Pandemic – 

Report
Global leaders have committed trillions 
of dollars to battle the coronavirus pan-
demic and support the global economy, 
Japanese business newspaper Nikkei 
reported on Wednesday, citing its ex-
perts.
According to estimates, the total 
amount has now exceeded $13 trillion 
across the world. It includes the $900 
billion stimulus package, which has 
been passed by the US Congress this 
week. 
The adoption of additional programs to 
stimulate the global economy has sent 
public debt skyrocketing in the world’s 
leading countries, said the report. Ex-
perts project it will reach 125 percent of 
their total GDP in 2021. 
International organizations have all 
been warning that the global economy 
won’t return to pre-pandemic levels ‘for 
a long time.’ According to the United 
Nations, it will contract by 5.6 percent 
this year as more and more countries 
have plunged into recession due to the 
coronavirus crisis. The UN also said 
that another 207 million people could 

be driven into extreme poverty by the se-
vere long-term impact of the pandemic, 
bringing the total number to more than 
one billion by 2030.
More than 78 million cases of coronavi-
rus have been registered in the world to 
date. Over 1.7 million people have died.
COVID-19 Pandemic Could Push 
More Than A Billion People World-
wide Into Extreme Poverty, UN Warns

Woman carries firewood for cooking 
near her shelter in Dollow, Somalia.                        
(© Reuters / Zohra Bensemra)
Another 207 million people could be 
driven into extreme poverty by the se-
vere long-term impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic, bringing the total number to 
more than one billion by 2030, warns the 
UN.
According to a new study from the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
released this week, a “high-damage” sce-
nario would mean a protracted recovery 
from the pandemic. The report antici-
pates that 80 percent of the pandemic-in-
duced economic crisis would persist for 
over a decade, stalling the pre-pandemic 
growth trajectory. 
A “baseline Covid” scenario, based on 
current mortality rates and the most re-
cent growth projections by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, would result in 
44 million more people living in extreme 
poverty by 2030, compared to the devel-
opment trajectory the world was on be-
fore the pandemic. 
“As this new poverty research high-
lights, the Covid-19 pandemic is a tip-
ping point, and the choices leaders take 
now could take the world in very differ-
ent directions,” said the UNDP’s Admin-
istrator Achim Steiner. “We have an op-
portunity to invest in a decade of action 

that not only helps people recover from 
Covid-19, but that re-sets the develop-
ment path of people and planet towards a 
fairer, resilient and green future.”
The report indicated that focused invest-
ments could prevent the rise of extreme 
poverty, however, lifting 146 million 
from its grip, and even exceed the de-
velopment trajectory the world was on 
before the pandemic.
Covid-19 Will Push As Many As 150 
Million People Into Extreme Poverty 

In 2021 – World Bank

Extreme global poverty is expected to 
rise in 2020 for the first time in over 20 
years due to the disruption caused by the 
“extraordinary” coronavirus crisis, the 
World Bank has warned.
According to a new report, the Covid-19 
pandemic is expected to push an addi-
tional 88 million to 115 million people 
into extreme poverty this year, with the 
total rising to as many as 150 million by 
2021, depending on the severity of the 
economic contraction.
Extreme poverty, defined as living on 
less than $1.90 a day, is likely to affect 
between 9.1 percent and 9.4 percent of 
the world’s population this year, it said. 
That would represent a regression to 
the rate of 9.2 percent in 2017. Had the 
pandemic not convulsed the globe, the 
poverty rate was expected to drop to 7.9 
percent in 2020.
Main threats to poverty reduction: 
1. #COVID19 is expected to push up to 
115 million people into extreme pover-
ty in 2020. 
2. Conflict has displaced almost 80 
million people. 
3. Climate change will drive between 

68 and 132 million into poverty by 
2030.
“The pandemic and global recession may 
cause over 1.4 percent of the world’s 
population to fall into extreme poverty,” 
said World Bank Group President David 
Malpass. “In order to reverse this serious 
setback to development progress and 
poverty reduction, countries will need 
to prepare for a different economy post-
Covid, by allowing capital, labor, skills, 
and innovation to move into new busi-
nesses and sectors.”
The World Bank estimates that by 2030, 
the global poverty rate could be about 
seven percent. (Courtesy https://www.
rt.com/business.)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

Economists Say The Pandemic Has Blown
A $28 Trillion Hole In The Global Economy

The World’s Economy Has Been 
Reshaped For Years To Come
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A somber ceremony at the Lincoln Me-
morial last night was the first stop for Joe
Biden. He came to Washington to honor
the terrible toll of 400,000 Americans
who have lost their lives to COVID-19.
The President-elect told Americans that
he shared their grief with his own under-
standing that has been deepened by the
loss of his son and his wife and daughter
in a car accident. He said, “It’s hard
sometimes to remember, but that’ s
how we heal and it’s important to do so
as a nation.”

400 lights were illuminated along the
edges of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting
pool marking more than 400,000 Ameri-
cans who have died from Covid-19.

Vice President-elect Kamala Harris also
spoke at the memorial noting that for
many months we have grieved by our-
selves. Tonight we grieve and begin
healing together.

Today the inauguration ceremony was
surrounded by a heavy military force.
This is the first time in our history the
current president was not in attendance.

The Biden administration is facing seri-
ous challenges. The first thing on the list
is the coronavirus pandemic. Biden

promised to give a million vaccine shots
every day in his first one hundred days.
He is expected to sign a series of execu-
tive orders within hours after being
sworn in. Today he also proposed a $1.9
trillion coronavirus bailout package that
would increase unemployment benefits
and generate a new round of stimulus
checks. Another most visible change is
expected to be a national mask mandate
that will be put into effect initially in loca-
tions that the federal government can
enforce.

On the immigration issue, Biden will re-
lax travel bans on the largely Muslin pop-
ulation countries and immediately stop
construction of the border wall. He also
plans to create a task force to reunite
children with their parents who were sep-
arated at the border. He also will send a
bill to Congress to provide a pathway for
citizenship for 11 million undocumented

immigrants currently living in the U.S.

All of us are so happy that the new day

has arrived. We all should support the
new Biden administration that will be
working to unite our country.

0101//2020//20212021

President Biden Opens APresident Biden Opens A
New ChapterNew Chapter



Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th President of the United States on the West 
Front of the Capitol. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

Joe Biden and his wife Jill Biden kiss after he was sworn in as the 46th President of the United 
States. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque    

Kamala Harris bumps fists with President-elect Joe Biden after she was sworn in as Vice Presi-
dent. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst/Pool  
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National Guard members salute in front of the U.S. Capitol building during the inauguration. REUTERS/
Allison Shelley

Security personnel are reflected in glass as Vice President Mike Pence attends the inauguration. 
REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst/Pool  

Lady Gaga sings the National Anthem during the inauguration. REUTERS/Kevin 
Lamarque

Kamala Harris is sworn in as U.S. Vice President. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

President Joe Biden waves next to first lady Jill Biden as they stand at the North Portico of the White House. 
REUTERS/Tom Brenner



Kelsey-Seybold is now scheduling VIRTUAL and IN-PERSON appointments!

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Cantonese and Mandarin
• The Woodlands Clinic
• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Kingwood Clinic
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

Whether you’re new 
to Kelsey-Seybold or 
a current patient, you 
have a choice of where 
you can safely get care. 
Call our 24/7 Contact 
Center at 713-442-0000 
to schedule a same-
day or next-day virtual 
Video Visit or, for non-
respiratory illnesses, an 
in-person appointment 
at a Kelsey-Seybold Clinic 
near you.

We welcome new patients and accept more than 50 health insurance plans, including 
Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

24/7 appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
kelsey-seybold.com
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Introduction
While the country has been coping with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, economic decline and the 
election, President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion quietly and steadily steered America’s nucle-
ar weapons industry to its largest expansion since 
the end of the Cold War, increasing spending on 
such arms by billions of dollars with bipartisan 
congressional support. Overall, the budget for 
making and maintaining nuclear warheads has 
risen more than 50 percent since Trump was 
elected in 2016, substantially outpacing the rates 
of increase for the defense budget and overall 
federal spending during his presidency before 
the pandemic. On Monday, Congress approved 
Trump’s proposal to increase spending next year 
alone for the production of such weaponry by 
roughly $3 billion.
President-elect Joe Biden may embrace other 
priorities as he confronts the pandemic, tries to 
steer the country out of a recession, and is pres-
sured to address social programs neglected under 
the Trump administration, as well as a ballooning 
deficit created by the 2017 Trump tax cuts and 
COVID-19 stimulus spending.  But the creation 
of a larger and more modern nuclear warhead 
complex of factories, laboratories, and relat-
ed businesses is already playing out around the 

country, despite slowdowns in other federal 
projects due to the pandemic. Four factories 
in Texas, South Carolina, Tennessee and New 
Mexico dedicated to producing warheads are 
being modernized. Four existing warheads are 
being substantially rebuilt with modern parts, 
on top of another such upgrade – costing $3.5 
billion – that was completed last year. This 
pace compares with an average modernization 
of one type of warhead at a time during the 
Obama administration.

Map Of America’s Nuclear 
Weapons Arsenal

“I think Biden will look at the full suite of 
these issues. It is well known to him and his 
advisers that the cost of nuclear modernization 
is very high and that that money can be better 
invested elsewhere. But how he decides to al-
locate those resources and when he decides to 
take on those bureaucratic fights is something 
they still themselves don’t know,” Wolfsthal 
told a Nov. 18 symposium organized by the 

Ploughshares Fund, an anti-nuclear advocacy 
group.

Nuclear Manufacturing Ramping Up
Besides the ramp-up in warhead production, 
hundreds of new strategic missiles and bomb-
ers and a dozen advanced submarines —– all 
designed to carry nuclear weapons to targets in 
Russia, China, North Korea or Iran —– are un-
der intensifying development by Defense De-
partment contractors and private laboratories 
across the country. The Air Force signed a con-
tract on Sept. 8 to begin spending at least $93 
billion on new land-based, nuclear-tipped mis-
siles, for example, and the Navy has been ac-
celerating its spending for new missile-carrying 
submarines that will cost a total of $128 billion. 
The projected spending on all these systems 
has been estimated by congressional experts at 
roughly $50 billion a year over the next decade 
alone. A nuclear warhead ordered into produc-
tion by Trump and his advisers —– a three-foot 
tall, cone-shaped weapon with roughly half 
the explosive force of the bomb that destroyed 
Hiroshima, using a modified existing design 
—– was built last year, and has begun to be 
deployed. The administration also reversed an 
Obama-era decision to retire the largest nuclear 
weapon in the U.S. arsenal, the B83, keeping 
roughly 100 warheads, each with the power of 
1.2 million tons of TNT, or 80 times the bomb 
that destroyed Hiroshima, in active status.
The nuclear security enterprise “is busier than 
it has been since the end of the Cold War,” Lisa 
Gordon-Hagerty, Trump’s appointee as the 
NNSA administrator until November, affirmed 
in Sept. 17 testimony to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. Trump’s top arms con-
trol adviser, former Pentagon official Marshall 
Billingslea, after completing a tour of the mul-
tiple nuclear weapons sites this autumn tweeted 
awkwardly on Sept. 10 that the Texas facility 
where each of America’s nuclear warheads is 
assembled is “booming.”
Pantex, he boasted, is now the “busiest it’s been 
in two decades.”

Obama pledged to reduce the nuclear arse-

nal, then came this weapon. Phil Hoover, an 
engineer at Sandia National Laboratories, 
shows off a flight test body for a B61-12 nu-
clear weapon. Sandia engineers have spent 
the past few years designing, building and 
testing the top-secret electronic and mechan-
ical innards of the bomb.

Building Nuclear Weapons To 
Last A Century

Two of the most important additions to the nu-
clear weapons complex are advancing at secure 
sites east of Knoxville, Tennessee, and in the 
sand hills northeast of Augusta, Georgia, with 
the labor of thousands of workers. One is an im-
mense $6.5 billion bunkhouse where uranium 
is cast into explosive shapes for hydrogen war-
heads, and the second is a $4.8 billion factory 
where dozens of plutonium cores for those war-
heads will eventually be produced. The former, 
nearly as big as a Manhattan city block, was 
begun during the Obama administration and is 
slated for completion in 2025; it’s been rising 
steadily beneath what the company overseeing 
the work says are the two tallest free-standing 
construction cranes in the Western hemisphere. 
The latter, already a thick-walled concrete shell 
as big as five city blocks, is slated to begin ma-
chining the cores later this decade. In the mean-
time, another factory operation – located at the 
Los Alamos National Laboratory, where Amer-
ica’s first such bombs were created – will itself 
begin churning out new cores for weapons in 
2023, for the first time in seven years, at a cost 
exceeding $3 billion. 

An August 2020 aerial view of Los Alamos 
National Laboratory (Photo/Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory via Flickr)

Congressional Dissent
In the final year of Trump’s term, there wasn’t 
much dissent among those committees about 
the nuclear programs. A May letter to the House 
committee chairman, Rep. Adam Smith, D-Ca-
lif., and the top Republican, Mac Thornberry, 

R-Tex., urging lower defense spending in the 
next fiscal year so more funds could be spent 
combatting the pandemic drew signatures from 
only 30 House members. Smith said this fall 
that he would not contest the Trump adminis-
tration’s spending plans but told the Plough-
shares symposium he now believes the size of 
the nuclear arsenal poses a “threat” and that the 
country could have “a lot fewer nuclear weap-
ons.” He added that while he supports reexam-
ining the costly decision to modernize the nu-
clear-tipped land-based missile force, “I’m not 
optimistic” the program will be halted.
More serious dissent to Trump flowered in the 
House Appropriations committee. Democratic 
Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D, who has represented 
an Ohio district along the shores of Lake Erie 
for the past 37 years and became chair in 2019 
of the appropriations subcommittee that funds 
nuclear weapons work, said last spring that the 
administration’s plans were “not realistic nor 
executable.” The NNSA, she said “is trying to 
do far too much, too quickly,” making it prone 
to repeat its many, past, “costly mistakes.” In a 
July committee vote, Kaptur persuaded her col-
leagues to slice $2 billion from the administra-
tion’s proposed increase in its overall military 
spending bill. Her move would have still given 
the agency a 7% budget boost of $1 billion, but 
it evoked strong protests from then-Secretary of 
Defense Mark Esper, who said in a September 
letter to Congress that it will create “unaccept-
able risks” to America’s nuclear deterrent.                                                                        
In the massive budget bill approved last Mon-
day, which included nearly a trillion dollars for 
pandemic relief, the nuclear weapons produc-
tion establishment again came out a winner, as 
Congress rejected Kaptur’s view and provided 
NNSA with an extra $2.8 billion sought by 
Trump. (Courtesy https://publicintegrity.org/)  
Editor’s Note: This story was published in part-
nership with the Los Angeles Times.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Expansion Could Be Scaled Back As President-Elect Biden
And Congress Prioritize Pandemic And Recession Problems

The Future Of Warfare

Under Trump, The Nuclear 
Weapons Industry Has Boomed
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