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Democrats push Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
bill through Senate on party-line vote
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The 
Senate on Saturday passed President 
Joe Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
relief plan in a party-line vote after an 
all-night session that saw Democrats 
battling among themselves over job-
less aid and the Republican minority 
failing to push through some three 
dozen amendments.

In brief remarks on Saturday, Biden 
said passage of the plan will help get 
relief checks to Americans starting 
this month. He said he hopes for 
quick passage by the House of Repre-
sentatives so he can sign the bill into 
law soon.

The final bill includes $400 billion in 
one-time payments of $1,400 to most 
Americans, $300 a week in extended 
jobless benefits for the 9.5 million 
people thrown out of work in the 
crisis, and $350 billion in aid to state 
and local governments that have seen 
the pandemic blow a hole in their 
budgets.

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer 
said in a tweet that the House will 
vote Tuesday on the Senate-passed 
bill. After passage by the House, it 
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would be sent to Biden, who hopes to 
sign the bill before enhanced jobless 
benefits expire on March 14.

The Senate voted 50-49, with no Re-
publicans supporting what would be one 
of the largest stimulus packages in U.S. 
history.
Democrats broke out in applause amid 
passage of the bill and Senator Bernie 
Sanders fist-bumped Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer.

As the Senate was about to cast its vote, 
Schumer said the bill was the prescrip-
tion for getting the upper hand against 
a pandemic that has killed more than 
520,000 people across the country and 
upended most aspects of American life.

“I want the American people to know 
that we’re going to get through this 
and someday soon our businesses will 
reopen, our economy will reopen and life 
will reopen,” Schumer said.

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, however, had harsh words about 
the measure. “The Senate has never spent 
$2 trillion in a more haphazard way or 
through a less rigorous process,” he said.
U.S. Senator Schumer predicts Biden 

will sign COVID relief bill by March 14
Republicans had sought a new round of aid 
about one-third the size of Biden’s plan.

McConnell argued that even without this legis-
lation, “2021 is already set to be our comeback 
year” because of relief bills enacted last year.

The measure comes as an increasing num-
ber of states have been relaxing restrictions 
designed to curb the pandemic, with Texas 
earlier this week announcing it would allow 
most businesses to operate at full capacity 
and California saying it would soon allow 
Disneyland and other theme parks as well as 
sports stadiums to reopen at limited capacity. 
But even as more and more Americans get 
vaccinated against COVID-19, top infectious 
disease official Dr. Anthony Fauci has said that 
“now is not the time to pull back.”
TWELVE-HOUR STANDOFF
The standoff within the Democratic party over 
the jobless benefits and the all-night effort by 
Republicans to amend a bill that polls show 
is popular with voters illustrated the difficul-
ty Biden will face in pushing other policies 
through a Senate that Democrats control by the 
narrowest of majorities.

The chamber set a record in its longest single 
vote in the modern era -- 11 hours and 50 
minutes -- as Democrats negotiated a compro-

mise on unemployment benefits to satisfy centrists like Senator Joe 
Manchin, who often walks a tightrope as a Democrat representing 
a state, West Virginia, that overwhelmingly supported Republican 
former President Donald Trump in the November election.

The extended unemployment payments, which are to be paid out on 
top of state jobless benefits, proved to be the most contentious part 
of the bill. The House bill had set the supplemental benefit at $400 
a week, but Senate Democrats finally agreed to knock that down to 
$300.

The House bill also featured a measure to more than double the min-
imum wage to $15 per hour, which the Senate also rejected.
FILE PHOTO: A man makes his way past the U.S. Capitol on the 
day the House of Representatives is expected to vote on legislation 
to provide $1.9 trillion in new coronavirus relief in Washington, 
U.S., February 26, 2021. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
Moderate Democrats feared that the higher jobless benefits and min-
imum wage hike would overheat the economy and hurt businesses 
in rural states.

Senate Democrats used a process called reconciliation to pass the 
measure with a simple majority rather than the 60 of 100 votes 
normally required under the chamber’s rules.

It was unclear whether Democrats will try to use that maneuver on 
other policy goals such as legislation dealing with climate change 
and immigration.

One Republican, Dan Sullivan of Alaska, left Washington on Friday 
night for a family funeral, meaning that Democrats did not need 
Vice President Kamala Harris’ tie-breaking vote in the normally 
50-50 chamber.

FILE PHOTO: A man makes his way 
past the U.S. Capitol on the day the 
House of Representatives is expected 
to vote on legislation to provide $1.9 
trillion in new coronavirus relief in 
Washington, U.S., February 26, 2021. 
REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque
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The Committee of 100 issued a
statement outlining a Seven-Point Plan
to combat increasing violence targeting
Asian Americans.

The statement read, “We at the
Committee of 100 are extremely
saddened to witness the increase in
attacks against many Chinese
Americans and the Asian American
community overall. Reports of
discrimination, racism and violence
towards people of Chinese and Asian
decent have significantly increased in
recent years These acts of hate have no
place in America.”

The Committee of 100 is calling on all
elected officials, including the Governor,
mayors and members of Congress to

forcefully denounced all acts of
anti-Asian racism and bigotry, to call on
all law enforcement to adopt a
zone-tolerance stance toward acts of

bigotry, racism and hate inflicted on
Asian Americans. The committee also
called on the Department of Justice to
revamp the Department of Justice's
(DOJ's) China initiative which has
involved the radial profiling of Chinese
scientists and researchers.

We are really glad and support the
Committee of 100 to take this decisive
action to help our people. It is very sad
during this pandemic that many of our
brothers and sisters were suffering
including one of Chinese resident who
openly shot his wife and committed
suicide.

We urge everyone to extend your
helping hand. We all need to be united
together during this difficult time.

0303//0606//20212021

We Need Help In The Asian CommunityWe Need Help In The Asian Community

Editor’s Choice

Supporters of opposition leader Ousmane Sonko hide behind a makeshift 
barricade during clashes with security forces, in Dakar, Senegal March 4, 
2021. An employee at a beauty salon accused Sonko last month of rape. The 
politician, who finished third in the 2019 presidential election, was summoned 
for questioning after his parliamentary immunity was removed last week. 

A rescued schoolgirl, among 279 girls kidnapped last week from the Jangebe Government 
Girls Science Secondary School, reacts after arriving home after the five-day ordeal in Jangebe, 

Workers from the entertainment industry hold a demonstration against the government’s coro-
navirus disease (COVID-19) restrictions and demand the reopening of cinemas and theatres, 
outside a theatre, in Rome, Italy, February 23. REUTERS/Yara Nardi

Angel, bottom left, takes cover with 
other protesters after police opened fire to 
disperse an anti-coup protest in Mandalay, 
Myanmar, March 3, 2021. “Everything 
will be OK,” read the 19-year-old’s T-shirt. 
But she had known it might not be OK 
-- leaving details of her blood group, a 
contact number and a request to donate her 
body in the event of her death. Angel, also 
known as Kyal Sin, was killed by a shot to 
the head on the streets of Mandalay as she 
fought for a tentative democracy in which 
she had proudly voted for the first time last 
year, an election overturned by the Feb. 1 

Pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong 
looks on upon arriving at Lai Chi 
Kok Reception Centre after he re-
mained in custody over the national 
security law charge in Hong Kong, 
China March 2, 2021. A judge kept 
47 pro-democracy activists in custo-
dy after four days of bail hearings in 
a case that has drawn global con-
cern that Beijing is using a national 
security law to crush dissent. The 
case is the most sweeping use yet of 
the city’s new national security law, 
which imposes punishments of up 
to life in prison for serious charges 
including subversion. REUTERS/

Sakae Kato lies in bed next to 
Charm, a cat he rescued five 
years ago which is infected 
with feline leukemia virus, at 
his home in a restricted zone in 
Namie, Fukushima Prefecture, 
Japan, February 20, 2021. Kato 
looks after 41 cats in his home 
and another empty building on 
his property. A decade ago, he 
stayed behind to rescue cats 
abandoned by neighbors fleeing 
the radiation clouds belching 
from the nearby Fukushima 
nuclear plant. He won’t leave. 
“I want to make sure I am here 
to take care of the last one,” he 



BUSINESS

A mutant variant of the coronavirus has 
been found in both California and Colora-
do this week sparking fears the more con-
tagious strain will wreak the same havoc 
in the United States as it has the United 
Kingdom. Britain is seeing infections soar 
and hospitalizations climb to their highest 
levels on record. London and southeast 
England were placed under strict lock-
down measures earlier this month and 

dozens of countries banned flights from 
the country. France also briefly barred 
trucks from Britain. 
The UK on Wednesday recorded its 
deadliest day since April with 981 
COVID fatalities and 50,000 more cas-
es, as another 20million people were 
plunged into the toughest restrictions in 
a desperate attempt to control the spi-
ralling second wave. The percentage of 

people testing positive for the new vari-
ant is increasing in every region across 
England, data shows, while other vari-
ants of the virus either fall or remain 
steady. There has been a 40 per cent 
increase in cases in England in the last 
week alone and almost 15 per cent more 
patients in hospital. 
In London, the east of England and the 
south east the data shows a sharp rise 
in the percentage of people testing posi-
tive for the new variant. Across the rest 
of the country the data appears to show 
the percentage of people testing posi-
tive for the new variant is set to eclipse 
other variants.
Now the U.S. must try to curb the same 
mutant strain which researchers esti-
mate is 50 per cent to 70 per cent more 
contagious, adding an even more in-
creased sense of urgency to the nation’s 
vaccination drive against COVID-19, 
which has killed more than 500,,000 
people in the U.S. 

The UK on Wednesday recorded its 
deadliest day since April with 981 
COVID fatalities and 50,000 more 
cases, as another 20million people 
were plunged into the toughest re-
strictions in a desperate attempt to 
control the spiralling second wave 
Dr. Anthony Fauci on Thursday told the 
Today show it is ‘inevitable’ the new 
COVID-19 strain will spread across the 
US. He said: ‘We predicted it would be, 
when you have so much of it in the UK, 
which then spread to other countries in 
Europe and Canada, it was inevitable 
that it would be here. 
‘You’ll be hearing reports from other 
states and more cases in the state that is 
already reported. Unfortunately, that’s 
just the reality of the way these virus-

es spread’. But he added: ‘The good news 
is that it does not appear to be more viru-
lent, namely, making people more sick and 
leading to more death.’
California became the second state on 
Wednesday to report finding the new strain 
of the virus after Colorado Tuesday. The 
first reported U.S. variant infection was 
identified Wednesday as a Colorado Na-
tional Guardsman who had been sent to 
help out at a nursing home struggling with 
an outbreak. Health officials said a second 
Guard member may have it too.
For the second consecutive day, the U.S. 
has set a record-high number of coronavi-
rus deaths. On Thursday, the country re-
ported 3,744 fatalities due to COVID-19, 
data from Johns Hopkins University 
shows.
This breaks the previous record set on 
Wednesday of 3,725 and brings the total 
number of deaths to 342,414. The figure 
also marks the ninth day this month that 
deaths have exceeded 3,000, according to 
DailyMail.com analysis.

Dr. Anthony Fauci
In the UK virtually the whole of England 
is facing brutal lockdown until the Spring. 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland are 
already in the midst of their own clamp-
downs amid fears over the more infectious 
‘mutant’ strain that is running riot. The 
strain now accounts for around 60 percent 
of all cases in London. Schools there are 
expected to shut until mid January. The 
country’s Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, 
said: ‘There are plenty of reasons for peo-
ple to be optimistic about the spring, but 
we must must focus on fighting the disease 
for now.’ 
UK hospitals are running low on workers, 
ward space, oxygen and even pillows with 

patients being treated by medics inside 
emergency vehicles as they waited up to 
six hours to be admitted. In some cases 
people were later diverted more than 100 
miles away while some packed London 
ICUs have started asking major hospitals 
in Tyneside and Yorkshire if they will 
take some of their Covid patients.  There 
is also growing speculation about even 
harsher crackdowns, that could include 
measures such as a curfew. 
The American cases have triggered a 
host of questions about how the version 
circulating in England arrived in the U.S. 
and whether it is too late to stop it now, 
with top experts saying it is probably al-
ready spreading in other states.
‘The virus is becoming more fit, and 
we’re like a deer in the headlights,’ 
warned Dr. Eric Topol, head of Scripps 
Research Translational Institute. He 
noted that the U.S. does far less genetic 
sequencing of virus samples to discover 
variants than other developed nations, 
and thus was probably slow to detect this 
new mutation.
“The good news is that it does not appear 
to be more virulent.” - Dr. Anthony Fauci 
said on the TODAY Show, commenting 
on the dangerous new coronavirus strain 
now in the United States, and what it will 
take to fix the slow start to the vaccine 
push.

(Article Continues Below)
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U.S. Braces For Super-COVID Tsunami: 
Fauci Warns: This UK Strain 

Is 70% More Contagious

Key Points
Britain is seeing infections and death rates soar as

hospitalizations climb to their highest levels on record

The country on Wednesday recorded its deadliest day
since April with 981 COVID fatalities and 50,000 cases

Now the U.S. must try to curb the same mutant strain which
researchers estimate is up to 70% more contagious

California became the second state on Wednesday to
report finding the new strain of the virus after Colorado

Dr. Fauci on Thursday said it is ‘inevitable’ the new COVID-19 strain                                       
will spread across the US, warning: ‘You’ll be hearing reports

from other states and more cases in the state that is already reported’
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The discovery overseas led the CDC to issue rules 
on Christmas Day requiring travelers arriving from 
Britain to show proof of a negative COVID-19 test. 
But U.S. health officials said the Colorado patient’s 
lack of travel history suggests the new variant is al-
ready spreading in this country.Topol said it is too 
late for travel bans.
The first case of the ‘super-COVID-19’ strain has 
been found in California, Governor Gavin New-
som said Wednesday. California became the sec-
ond state on Wednesday to report finding the new 
strain of the virus after Colorado Tuesday. The 
first reported U.S. variant infection was identified 
Wednesday as a Colorado National Guardsman 
who had been sent to help out at a nursing home 
struggling with an outbreak. Health officials said 
a second Guard member may have it too .
‘We’re behind in finding it. Colorado is likely one 
of many places it’s landed here,’ Fauci  said. ‘It’s 
all over the place. How can you ban travel from ev-
erywhere?’
It is common for viruses to undergo minor changes 
as they reproduce and move through a population. 
Fauci told the Today show Thursday: ‘Well, it’s here, 
no doubt. We predicted it would be, when you have 
so much of it in the UK, which then spread to other 
countries in Europe and Canada, it was inevitable 
that it would be here. 
‘You’ll be hearing reports from other states and more 
cases in the state that is already reported. Unfortu-
nately, that’s just the reality of the way these viruses 

spread. Obviously, you have to take it seriously.
‘Our British colleagues have shown, clearly, that 
it is much more efficient in spreading from per-
son to person.’
The new strain - B.1.1.7 - was first identified in 
the UK in September and has since been found 
in France, Spain, Italy, Iceland, Japan, Singapore, 
Australia and now the United States.
Scientists have found no evidence that it is more 
lethal or causes more severe illness, and they be-
lieve the vaccines now being dispensed will be 
effective against it. But a faster-spreading virus 
could swamp hospitals with seriously ill patients.
The California patient, who developed symp-
toms on December 27, is a 30-year-old San Di-
ego County man who didn’t have any history of 
travel, which could indicate that someone else 
already had brought the new strain into the state, 
officials said. Massachusetts and Delaware, are 
also analyzing suspicious virus samples for the 
variant, said Dr. Greg Armstrong, who directs 
genetic sequencing at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.
The first U.S. case of the mutant strain was con-
firmed in Colorado Tuesday.
Officials there said they had identified the strain 
in a male member of the National Guard working 
in a care home, who had no recent travel histo-
ry. Southern California then recorded the state’s 
first case of the mutant ‘super-COVID-19’ strain, 
Governor Gavin Newsom said Wednesday.

Newsom made the announcement that the more 
infectious strain had landed in California during 
a virtual conversation with Dr. Fauci Wednesday 
afternoon.
‘Just an hour or so ago we were informed that this 
new variant, this new strain that we have identified 
obviously from the UK and some other parts of the 
globe, identified in Colorado yesterday has been 
identified here in the state of California, in south-
ern California,’ he said.
Newsom’s announcement takes the number of US 
states struck by the new strain up to two in as many 
days as experts warn it is only a matter of time 
before other states also detect cases of the new 
variant.One Californian is now dying every three 
minutes from the virus with the state smashing its 
record for daily COVID-19 deaths Tuesday.
Newsom did not say where exactly the case was 
detected other than in southern California. He also 
gave no details on the identity of the individual or 
whether they have recently traveled. DailyMail.
com has contacted Newsom’s office for more in-
formation. 

Alarm bells were raised Tuesday when it emerged 
that the Colorado male in his 20s who became the 
first known case of the more infectious strain had 
no recent travel history, meaning the variant must 
already be circulating on US soil. Newsom asked 
Fauci about the new strain and what it could mean 
for the state and the US. 
‘I know there has been a lot of conversations about 
the issue of variants, about the issue of transmissi-
bility,’ he said.  ‘I am curious more broadly on the 
issue of diagnostics on the testing side, immunity... 
have we received enough information to really un-
derstand the impacts in other categories? Not just 
on the issue of severity of the disease and the trans-
missibility of this disease.’
Fauci told Newsom he was ‘not surprised’ that 
there was a case detected in California and said 
he expects other states to soon report cases of the 
strain. 
‘We likely will be seeing reports from other states 
- Colorado was the first place to do that and I think 
we will start seeing it as if you have that much of a 
prominence of this in the UK with all the travel not 
just directly to the United States but through other 
countries intermittently like when you go from the 
UK to France, France to the Unites States etc. then 
Canada has cases.’And so I don’t think the Cali-
fornians should feel this is something odd. This is 
something that is expected.’ 

Colorado officials said Tuesday they had identi-
fied the strain in a male member of the National 
Guard working in a care home, who had no re-
cent travel history. A second suspected case was 
also being investigated in the state Wednesday 
- also at the facility (on the map above) 
Fauci said there is ‘a lot we know’ already about 
the new strain because UK experts have been 
studying it but there is also a lot that will become 
clear as the ‘days and weeks go by. It looks pretty 
clear from the UK group that in fact the transmis-
sibility of this mutant is more efficient than the 
transmissibility of the standard virus that we have 
been dealing with up to now,’ he explained.
‘Because the variants spread more rapidly, they 
could lead to more cases and put even more strain 
on our already heavily burdened health-care sys-

tems,’ said the head of the CDC’s division for 
emergency preparedness for emergency infections, 
Dr Henry Walke on a Wednesday press call.
‘At this time, there is no evidence that this vari-
ant causes more severe illness or increased risk of 
death,’ the CDC states on its website. While the 
strain may not be more deadly, the fact it is deemed 
to be more contagious spells bad news for Cali-
fornia where cases, deaths and hospitalizations are 
soaring to record levels. California broke its record 
for COVID-19 deaths in a single day on Tuesday 
with 432 as overwhelmed hospitals prepare to ra-
tion care. 

Colorado Governor Jared Polis released the 
statement below on Tuesday announcing the 
first U.S. case of the mutant strain (first detect-
ed in the UK) in Colorado
The Golden State is now seeing one coronavirus 
death every three minutes, with a total of 24,958 
reported to date. More than half of Tuesday’s state-
wide death toll came from Los Angeles County, 
where 242 fatalities were reported, according to a 
tally by the LA Times, bringing the total to date to 
9,806. The county, the nation’s most populous with 
a quarter of California’s 40 million residents, has 
seen hospitalizations grow by nearly 1,000 percent 
in the last two months to 7,181 as of Wednesday.
Newsom has warned residents to brace for a ‘surge 
upon surge upon surge’ of coronavirus cases in 
the coming weeks as the effects of holiday travel 
and gatherings come to fruition. Earlier this week 
Newsom said the state is setting up hospital beds 
in arenas, schools and tents there, though it’s strug-
gling to staff them. He said 96 percent of hospitals 
in the county were unable to accept patients by am-
bulance at some point over the weekend, compared 
with 33 percent in pre-surge times. 
‘Things, unfortunately, will get worse before they 
get better,’ the governor added. 
Nationwide, more than 28.7 million cases have 
been recorded and 514,000 Americans have died 
since the pandemic began. 
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Stay Home!            Wear Mask!

(Article Continues From Above)
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