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Biden deplores rising anti-Asian violence, asks Americans to stand together

ATLANTA (Reuters) - President Joe Biden
deplored a surge in anti-Asian violence in
the United States after a deadly shooting
rampage in Georgia, and asked all Americans to stand together against hate during a
visit to the state on Friday.

U.S. President Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris deliver remarks after meeting
with Asian-American leaders to discuss “the
ongoing attacks and threats against the community,” during a stop at Emory University
in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S., March 19, 2021.
REUTERS/Carlos Barria
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris met
for more than an hour with leaders and state
lawmakers from the Asian-American and
Pacific Islander community, which has been
rattled by this week’s murders of eight people, including six women of Asian descent,
after a year of rising anti-Asian violence.
“Hate can have no safe harbor in America. It
must stop. And it is on all of us, all of us together, to make it stop,” Biden said after the
meeting, calling on U.S. lawmakers to pass
a COVID-19 hate crimes bill that would
expand Justice Department review of hate
crimes exacerbated by the pandemic.
Harris, the first Asian-American vice pres-

ident in U.S. history, tied the violence to
the long history of racism in the United
States and likened it to the targeting of
Muslims after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
“Racism is real in America, and it has al-

ways been. Xenophobia is real in America,
and always has been. Sexism, too,” Harris
said. “The president and I will not be silent. We will not stand by. We will always
speak out against violence, hate crimes and
discrimination wherever and whenever it
occurs.”
A 21-year-old man has been charged
with Tuesday’s murders at three spas in
and around Atlanta. Investigators said
the suspect, who is white, suggested that

sexual frustration led him to commit violence.
But political leaders and civil rights advocates
have speculated the killings were motivated at
least in part by anti-Asian sentiment.
Advocates say the surge of attacks on Asian
Americans is largely the result of the community being targeted
over the coronavirus, which was first
identified in Wuhan,
China, in late 2019.
On Friday, U.S.
House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said the
violence was exacerbated by language
used by former President Donald Trump,
who repeatedly referred to COVID-19 as the
“China virus” and the “kung flu.”
Biden ordered the U.S. flag flown at half-staff
at the White House to honor the victims of the
Atlanta area shootings.
SHIFT IN FOCUS
The meeting with Asian-American community
leaders was a shift in focus of a trip originally
planned to promote the newly enacted $1.9
trillion coronavirus relief package.

Asian-American voters constitute one of the fastest growing racial and ethnic groups in the country and turned out in
record numbers in presidential battleground states in the 2020
election, according to data from TargetSmart, a Democratic
political data firm.
In Georgia, Asian-American and Pacific Islander voters
exceeded their total 2016 turnout by 58%, the firm said. These
voters were key to carrying Biden to success in states where
the race was close such as Georgia, the firm said.
As he headed to Georgia, Biden stumbled as he climbed
aboard Air Force One. White House spokeswoman Karine
Jean-Pierre told reporters he was “doing 100 percent fine” and
suggested high winds at Joint Base Andrews near Washington
may have been a factor.
The Democratic president’s trip was initially part of the “Help
is Here” campaign, which he kicked off on Monday to promote his promise of “shots in arms and money in pockets,” after signing the COVID-19 relief bill into law last week. Biden
has traveled to Pennsylvania and Harris has been to Nevada
and Colorado to tout the benefits of the package.
Before they met with Asian-American leaders, Biden and
Harris received a coronavirus update at the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention where they thanked health
officials for their effort fighting the pandemic.
“This is a war and you are the frontline troops,” Biden said.
“We owe you a debt of gratitude for all the lives you’ve
saved.”
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U.S. backs distance of 3 feet between students, may help get kids back in schools
(Reuters) - The U.S. government on Friday updated its COVID-19 mitigation guidance, halving
the acceptable distance between students who are
wearing masks to at least three feet (0.91 m) from
at least six feet, potentially easing the path for
schools that have struggled to reopen under previous guidelines.
The new recommendation from the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is a
boost to the Biden administration’s goal of reopening in-person learning for millions of public school
students without sparking coronavirus outbreaks.
“The revised CDC guidance is a great step,” said
Dr. Amesh Adalja, a senior scholar with the Johns
Hopkins Center for Health Security. It “reflects the
fact that schools ... are not drivers of infections,” he
added.
Many schools continue to teach students remotely more than a year after the novel coronavirus
prompted widespread closures across the United
States.
The new guidance was based on data from schools
in Utah, Missouri and Florida that suggests
transmission of COVID-19 in schools is relatively
low when precautions such as mask-wearing are
employed, including in cases where students do not
maintain six feet of distance.
The guidance applies to students from kindergarten
through high school and in areas with low, moderate, and substantial community transmission of
COVID-19.
Middle and high school students in communities
with high levels of COVID-19 should stay six feet
apart unless their schoolday contact can be limited
to a single small group of students and staff, CDC
said.

“I want to emphasize
that these recommendations are specific
to students in classrooms with universal
mask-wearing,” CDC
Director Rochelle Walensky said in a news
conference.
Students should continue to maintain six
feet of distance when
interacting with teachers and other school
staff and when eating,
the agency said.
The CDC has been
under pressure to relax
its guidance to schools
to help get students
back into classrooms. Walensky said this week the agency
was looking at data in part from a recent study in Massachusetts that suggested tighter spacing had not increased
virus transmission.

BILLIONS FOR TESTING
The guidance urged schools to conduct widespread COVID-19
testing of students, saying regular use of such screening offers added

One of the CDC studies released on Friday looked at
20 elementary schools in Utah during a period of high
COVID-19 transmission in the broader community. It
showed that in-school transmission rates among masked
students were low even though they maintained an average
distance between seats of only three feet.
Many schools do not have the space in classrooms to maintain six feet between students.

Editor’s Choice

Mwajuma Tabyawa applies cream on her son Mmema Mkangya after his
shower, on his first day back to school after coronavirus restrictions were adjusted, in Louisville, Kentucky, March 17, 2021. REUTERS/Amira Karaoud

People watch a burning effigy of Lady Maslenitsa during celebrations of Maslenitsa, also
known as Pancake Week, which is a pagan holiday marking the end of winter, in the town of
Yuryev-Polsky in Vladimir region, Russia March 13, 2021. REUTERS/Evgenia Novozhenina

Asylum-seeking families and
unaccompanied minors from
Central America walk towards
the border wall after crossing
the Rio Grande into the United
States from Mexico on rafts, in
Penitas, Texas, March 17, 2021.
REUTERS/Adrees Latif

People carry the coffin with the body of
Rivaldo Jimenez Ramirez during his funeral in Comitancillo, Guatemala, March
14, 2021. He was among 16 Guatemalan
nationals massacred in one of Mexico’s
northern border states in January, a case
that caused renewed consternation about
the dangers faced by migrants bound for
the United States. The bodies, some badly
charred and with gunshot wounds, were
found along a migrant smuggling route in
a remote area of Tamaulipas state. REUTERS/Luis Echeverria

Ariana Lamcellari, 4, holds a sign at a protest against violence, following the charge of a British
police officer in the London kidnapping and murder of Sarah Everard, in Dublin, Ireland March
16, 2021. REUTERS/Clodagh Kilcoyne
A migrant child from Central America plays with his own shadow inside
the office of the Center for Integral
Attention to Migrants (CAIM) after
being deported with his mother from
the United States, in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico March 15, 2021. REUTERS/
Jose Luis Gonzalez
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Vaccines And Stimulus Pave The Way
For A Big, Uneven Global Recovery

Illustration: Aïda Amer/Axios

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Effective vaccines and stimulus money in
the pipeline provided two major reasons
for optimism about the global pandemic
recovery this past week.
Driving the news: Real-world data from
Israel found that the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine was at least 97% effective in preventing symptomatic COVID-19 cases,
and President Biden signed a $1.9 trillion
stimulus bill that the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) projects will add a full percentage point to global economic growth this
year.
• The dramatic rebound in the U.S. economy — thanks to the vaccination campaign
and rescue package — should directly
benefit top U.S. trading partners, particularly Canada and Mexico, per the OECD.

• “This will not only boost the U.S.
economy, but it will fuel global growth
through increased demand in the U.S.
and from the U.S. to the rest of the
world,” said OECD chief economist
Laurence Boone.
• While Chinese growth helped power
the recovery from the 2008 financial
crisis, the U.S. should be at the center
of the rebound this time.
The rosy economic outlook is closely
linked to an expectation that the U.S.
and eventually the world will be able
to vaccinate their way out of the pandemic.
• The new data from Israel — indicating that Pfizer’s vaccine appears to be
94% effective against asymptomatic infection and 97% effective at preventing
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hospitalizations and deaths — is another beam of light at the
end of the tunnel.
• So is Monday’s news that Novavax’s still-to-be-approved
vaccine is up to 96% effective.

The other side: A recovery based on vaccinations and stimulus spending risks leaving behind the countries that haven’t
been able to deploy much of either.
• While the OECD now projects the U.S. economy to be
slightly larger by the end of this year than had been expected prior to the pandemic — thanks to the massive stimulus
bill — the economies of India, Indonesia, South Africa and
Mexico will be 6–8% smaller than anticipated.
• Some developing economies are expected to take years to
claw back the growth they lost during the pandemic.

global economic and social stability.”

International Monetary Fund chief Kristalina Georgieva
• And if the Federal Reserve is forced to raise interest rates to
tamp down inflation, emerging markets will be hit particularly
hard, Harvard economist Kenneth Rogoff notes.
The bottom line: After a brutal year, we can now see the growing
green shoots of a global recovery — but they’re unevenly distributed. (Courtesy axios.com)

• Investors could be tempted to move out of emerging-market economies and into the U.S., the WSJ notes.
• Meanwhile, the World Bank projects that there will be 150
million more people living in extreme poverty by year’s end
as a result of the pandemic.
What they’re saying: International Monetary Fund chief
Kristalina Georgieva is warning of a “great divergence” between countries, due in large part to the vaccination gap.
• Rather than catching up to advanced economies, the IMF
anticipates that the gap in incomes between rich and poor
countries will grow between 2020–2022.
• She sees that looming divergence as a “major threat to
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What’s The Problem With
The AstraZeneca Vaccine?

Photo: Gustavo Valiente/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty Images
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Use of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine was
halted across much of Europe last week, including in France, Germany, Italy and Spain.
The suspensions followed reports that a small
number of patients who received the vaccine
experienced blood clots. But public health
agencies, including the World Health Organization and the EU’s own medical arm, say
there’s no indication that the blood clots were
caused by the vaccine, or that the risks of giving the shot outweigh those of delaying it.
AstraZeneca says that out of the 17 million
people who have received the vaccine in the
EU and U.K., the number experiencing such
symptoms is actually lower than would be expected in the general population. Still, safety boards from the WHO and the European
Medicines Agency (EMA) will convene on
Tuesday to discuss the situation.

The vaccine has been approved by the WHO

and some 70 countries. Real-world
data from the U.K., where the vaccine has been used most widely,
suggests it’s highly effective at
preventing serious cases. No blood
clotting concerns have been reported there. Denmark and Norway
were first to suspend the shot last
Thursday, and the EU’s most populous countries followed suit today,
with leaders describing the suspensions as precautionary.
This is arguably the most important vaccine in the world in the near
term. Around 3 billion doses have
been reserved to date, and more
than half are destined for developing countries.
The vaccine is relatively affordable (it’s not being sold for a profit) and easy to transport and store
compared to the Pfizer and Moderna shots. The COVAX initiative is
sending AstraZeneca doses all over
the world, often to countries that
have no other source of vaccines.
However, the rollout of the vaccine in Europe has been plagued
by confusion, distrust and even
animosity.

Waiting for the vaccine in Cergy,
France. Photo: Martin Bureau/AFP
via Getty
AstraZeneca has delivered only half the
doses it promised the EU, leading to anger and in one case an export ban. The
doses that have arrived have been administered remarkably slowly due to hesitancy among the public — fueled in part
by skeptical rhetoric from politicians
like Macron — and delays in granting
approval for people over 65.
In the U.S., which ordered 300 million
doses, the vaccine has still yet to be approved.
AstraZeneca’s U.S. trial was paused
for seven weeks last fall. Concerns
about the company’s trials intensified
after it emerged that some British participants had been mistakenly given a
half-strength dose (surprisingly, they
had better results). The trial data is now
at last being reviewed by independent
monitors, and emergency authorization
could come in about a month, National Institutes of Health Director Francis
Collins told Reuters today. Collins said
he wasn’t concerned about the reports of
blood clots, adding, “There may be a bit
of an overreaction to something that is
unrelated to the vaccine itself.” For now,
tens of millions of doses are sitting at a
facility in Ohio, the NY Times reports.
The White House has rejected requests to
send them abroad — including, reportedly, from the European Union. (Courtesy
axios.com)
Related

Europe’s New Coronavirus
Spike Is A Warning To The U.S.

A surge in coronavirus infections in Europe makes clear the stakes of the race
in the U.S. between vaccines and new
variants. Europe and North America, two
of the regions hit hardest by the pandem-

ic, both saw sharp declines in cases and
deaths beginning in January. Then, Europe’s decline gave way to a new spike.
America’s already slowing decline could
slip into reverse next.
“I think we should take that as a very
serious warning that can and very well
might happen here as well,” Stephen
Kissler, a researcher at Harvard says.
The lesson from Europe is “it’s possible for these variants to cause surges in
Covid during a time of year when you
might not expect it,” he adds.

Data: Our World in Data; Chart: Axios Visuals
What’s happening: Europe’s latest wave
has been particularly destructive in Central European countries like the Czech
Republic and Poland, but cases are now
rising sharply in Italy and beginning to
tick up in France and elsewhere in Western Europe.
Hans Kluge, the World Health Organization’s regional director for Europe, cites
two factors: variants, particularly the one
discovered in the U.K., and premature
reopenings.
The U.K. variant is now dominant in
at least eight EU countries, per AP, including France, Germany and Italy. The
variant is far more contagious and also
appears to be more deadly. The U.K.
did manage to bring its variant-driven
spike under control, but it took a strict
lockdown that has dragged on since December.
The increasing rate of vaccination in the
U.S. and the arrival of warmer weather both work to America’s advantage,
Kissler says.
So while the U.S. should take heed of
the “very clear warning,” Kissler says,

it’s possible that the U.S. could avoid a
similar outcome.
Vaccine rollouts are moving much more
slowly in the EU than the U.S., making
Europe’s challenge of vaccinating its
way out of the current surge that much
more difficult. (Courtesy axios.com)

