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Chinese envoy asks for robust Security Council 
actions to address Palestinian-Israeli issue
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UNITED NATIONS, May 27 (Xinhua) 
-- A Chinese envoy on Thursday asked for 
robust actions of the Security Council to 
address the Palestinian-Israeli issue.

“The Security Council bears the primary 
responsibility for the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security, and as such, 
must take robust actions to address the 
Palestinian-Israeli issue and reaffirm its 
unwavering support for a two-state solu-
tion,” said Zhang Jun, China’s permanent 
representative to the United Nations.

The Palestinian-Israeli issue has been on 
the UN agenda for more than 70 years. 
Each time the Palestinian-Israeli situa-
tion is thrown into turmoil, it serves as an 
alarm bell for international rule of law, 
weighs on human conscience, and tests the 
effectiveness of multilateral mechanisms, 
he told the Security Council.

“The latest round of conflict reminds us, 
once again, that we cannot afford to allow 
the Middle East process to go off the rails, 
or to push the question of Palestine to the margins, 
or to overlook the suffering of the Palestinian people 
and their well-deserved rights, or to forget the many 
binding resolutions adopted by the Security Council, 
or to shirk the responsibility the Security Council 
must undertake,” he said.

As Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi pointed out at the May 16 Security Coun-
cil emergency meeting, an enduring settlement can 
only be achieved on the basis of a two-state solution. 
Only when the question of Palestine is resolved in a 
comprehensive, just and sustainable way, can lasting 
peace and security for all be truly achieved in the 
Middle East, said Zhang.

“We must push the two parties to relaunch 
equal-footed dialogue at an early date to rebuild trust, 
overcome their differences, and find a way to live 
in peace side by side. The international community, 
especially countries with influence on Palestine and 
Israel, must take an objective and impartial position 
and work hard to facilitate the Middle East peace 
process while enhancing international coordination 
and strengthening the synergy for peace,” he said.

Fragilities persist on the ground despite the cease-
fire. The international community must step up ef-
forts to ensure that the parties concerned respect the 
cease-fire in good faith in the interests of restoring 
calm as soon as possible, he said.

Renewed confrontation in and outside Al-Aqsa 
Mosque last weekend point to continued tensions in 
East Jerusalem. China, once again, urges all parties 
concerned to exercise restraint and refrain from any 
moves that may escalate the situation. Israel must 
genuinely put an end to violence, threats, and prov-
ocations against the Muslim community, maintain 
and respect the historical and present status quo of 
the holy sites in Jerusalem, stop evicting Palestinian 
people and halt all settlement activities, he said.

The humanitarian crisis in the occupied Palestinian 
territory is concerning. In Gaza, years of blockade, 
COVID-19 and now over 10 days of clashes and tur-
moil have conspired to plunge the residents of Gaza 
-- over 2 million of them -- in dire straits, said Zhang.

“We call on the international community to act 
without delay and provide humanitarian assistance to 
Palestine through multiple channels and emergency 
funding support to the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 
We call on Israel to facilitate humanitarian access 
and completely lift the blockade on Gaza as soon as 
possible.”

China will send 1 million U.S. dollars in cash to Pal-
estine as emergency humanitarian aid, donate another 
1 million dollars to UNRWA and 200,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine. China will continue to do what-
ever it can to help the Palestinian people in ways that 
address their practical needs, he said.

Message from Sheriff Ed Gonzalez:

In honor of Memorial Day, our team 
members visited the Houston National 
Cemetery to place 839 American flags 
on the graves of past service members 
and to pay our respects to our fallen 
heroes. We solemnly unite in remem-
brance and appreciation of those who 
gave their lives for our nation.
 
It was an important reminder of the 
neighbors and loved ones we’ve lost 
and a moment to salute their legacy 
and ultimate sacrifice. We paused to 
reflect on the distinguished history of 
our armed forces and the battles – even 
those well beyond war – our country’s 
veterans endured for the opportunities 
we have today.
 
As a tribute to the fallen service men 
and women and their families across 
our communities, a bugler from the 
Sherriff’s Office Honor Guard sounded 
the moving music of Taps, a solemn 
and emotional signal of mourning and 
what Memorial Day is all about.  
 
Houston has one of the largest veteran 
populations in the nation, with more 
than 300,000 military veterans calling 
our community home. Veterans are 
our neighbors, our colleagues, and our 

leaders. They represent and embody 
everything we should aspire to be – 
resilient and service-minded. Their 
stories and experiences inspire others 
to give back with pride. 
 
At the Sheriff’s Office, we also honor 
the many military veterans in our 
agency who continue to serve their 
communities. Veterans are represent-
ed in various roles, sworn and civil-
ian, and at all levels of the agency. We 
benefit greatly from their wealth of 
experience and commitment to team-
work and serving others. 
 
We empower our veterans and foster 
a supportive culture for them. Our 
Office of Military Relations provides 
a wide range of support to our team 
members who are current military 
service members and veterans, as well 
as those in our larger community who 
served their country. 
 
As an agency, we’re always searching 
for ways to better support those who 
served, implementing department 
policies, procedures, and programs 
that equip them with a strong support 
system and a holistic approach to 
meeting their needs. Every veteran 

receives a welcome packet from 
our Office of Military Relations 
with valuable agency resources 
and contacts that will help them 
fulfill their military service or 
make their transition easier. We 
also work collaboratively with 
community partners, such as 
Combined Arms and the Travis 
Manion Foundation, to facilitate 
access to additional services. If 

you’re looking to make a differ-
ence, learn more about our career 
opportunities here. We’re grateful 
for the veterans in our ranks and 
their countless contributions to 
the Sheriff’s Office.
 
This Memorial Day weekend, and 
all year long, we celebrate our 
country’s true heroes who have 
fought and sacrificed for our lib-
erty and freedom. We owe them 

an enduring debt of gratitude.
 

God bless you, and God bless the 
Sheriff’s Office.
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LOCAL NEWS

MOGADISHU, May 28 (Xinhua) -- The United Nations top envoy in So-
malia on Friday welcomed the decision reached by Somali leaders to hold 
presidential and parliamentary elections within two months following four 
days of intense negotiations in Mogadishu.

James Swan, UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Somalia, 
urged all stakeholders to move forward swiftly in the same spirit of com-
promise and cooperation to implement the agreement.

“We further encourage the federal government and federal member states’ 
leaders to continue regular consultations throughout the electoral process 
to ensure that any emerging disputes can be resolved quickly,” Swan said in 
a statement issued in Mogadishu.

On Thursday, Somalia’s Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble and lead-
ers of five federal member states, alongside governor of Banadir Regional 
Administration, agreed that the process to elect the president and members 
of parliament would be completed in 60 days.

The electoral committee will issue a timetable agreed upon by the federal 
and state-level electoral implementation teams.

The leaders resolved that the consultative council of leaders will be respon-
sible for the electoral process and resolve any issues that arise.

A communique was issued on Thursday with key resolutions on the for-
mation of electoral committees at the federal and state levels, management 
of the Somaliland election committee management, resolving election and 
security issues in Gedo region, implementation of the women’s quota and 
the release of the elections timetable and completion of the roadmap to 
state-building.

The communique gave a timeframe of two years to resolve outstanding 
issues that include finalizing the federal constitution, resource-sharing, 
defining the powers of federal institutions, restructuring of security forces, 
reaching an agreement on the model of dialogue with Somaliland, and 
establishing enabling conditions for the implementation of the one-person, 
one-vote elections.

The communique also stated that Prime Minister Roble would lead the pro-
cess of appointing members of the Federal Electoral Implementation Team 
and the State Electoral Implementation Team.

UN top envoy in Somalia welcomes deal by 
Somali leaders to hold elections in 60 days

Palestine condemns Israel's set-
tlement expansion plan
RAMALLAH, May 28 (Xinhua) -- The 
Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
Friday condemned Israel's settlement ex-
pansion, saying that the Israeli authorities 
recently approved the construction of 560 
new settlement units south of the West 
Bank city of Bethlehem.

"Construction of new units aims at ex-
panding the settlements that were built 
on Palestinian citizens' lands in the area," 
the ministry said in a statement sent to 
Xinhua.

The statement warned that the expansion 
of settlements in the area of Bethlehem 
in the West Bank "will isolate Palestinian 
towns and villages from each other and 
turn them into isolated islands in an ocean 
of settlements."

The foreign ministry's statement held 
the Israeli government responsible for 
the settlement expansion and the seizing 
of Palestinian lands, and warned of its 
disastrous consequences for the chances of 
making peace

Editor’s Choice

A girl, with her face painted with the colors of the opposition flag, looks on during a demon-
stration against Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad and the presidential elections, in the oppo-
sition-held Idlib, Syria May 26, 2021. Assad won a fourth term in office with 95.1% of votes 
in an election that delivers him seven more years of power in a country ruined by war but 
which opponents and the West say was marked by fraud. REUTERS/Khalil Ashawi

Forensic officers work in the area after Black Lives Matter activist Sasha Johnson was critically 
injured after being shot in the head in an early morning attack near her home in Peckham, Lon-
don, Britain, May 24, 2021. REUTERS/Hannah McKayLawyers attend the judges’ inspection of the reconstruction of the MH17 wreckage in Reijen, 

Netherlands, May 26, 2021. Judges overseeing the murder trial of four suspects in the 2014 
downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over rebel-held eastern Ukraine viewed the wreckage 
of the plane, two weeks before prosecutors are due to present their case. REUTERS/Pirosch-
ka van de Wouw/Pool

Derenda Hancock, who leads the 
Pink House Defenders, a group of 
volunteer abortion clinic escorts at 
the Jackson Women’s Health Orga-
nization, waits outside the clinic in 
Jackson, Mississippi, May 20, 2021. 
For eight years, the 62-year-old has 
ushered women from their cars to the 
doors of Mississippi’s only abortion 
clinic, donning a rainbow vest as she 
shields them from protesters waving 
religious pamphlets and shouting 
“turn back!” through bullhorns. 

Smoke rises from a fire 
onboard the MV X-Press 
Pearl container ship off 
Colombo Harbour, as 
villagers push the spilled 
cargo onto the beach in 
Ja-Ela, Sri Lanka, May 26, 
2021. The container ship, 
sailing with a Singaporean 
flag and carrying cosmetics 
and chemicals including 
25 tonnes of nitric acid, 
was anchored off Colombo 
when a container caught 
fire, officials said. REU-
TERS/Dinuka Liyanawatte

Relatives of Pramila Devi, 36, 
who died from complications 
related to COVID-19, take down 
her body from a jeep before 
her cremation on the banks 
of the river Ganges in Pauri 
Garhwal, in the northern state 
of Uttarakhand, India, May 24, 
2021. Devi’s eldest daughter 
got married and moved away in 
late April after the family hosted 
a ceremony attended by over 
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As of 19 May, around 37% of the US 
population has been fully vaccinated and 
about 60% of adults over 18 had gotten 
their first jab. The CDC’s advisory came 
after around half of Americans received 
their first jab, and as vaccinations opened 
up to children as young as 12 
The U.S. COVID-19 vaccination program 
has gone from zero to 50% in less than six 
months.
As of Tuesday afternoon, the Biden ad-
ministration said, half of the country’s 
adults are now fully vaccinated against 
the coronavirus.
“This is a major milestone in our country’s 
vaccination efforts,” Andy Slavitt, a White 
House senior adviser on the COVID-19 
response, said during a midday briefing. 
“The number was 1% when we entered 
office Jan. 20.”
Nearly 130 million people age 18 and old-
er have completed their vaccine regimens 
since the first doses were administered to 

the public in December, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said. An-
other 70 million vaccine doses are current-
ly in the distribution pipeline, according to 
the agency.
Vaccinations have risen sharply in chil-
dren 12 years and older, weeks after the 
Food and Drug Administration said that 
cohort is eligible to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine made by Pfizer-BioNTech. Near-
ly 5 million adolescents have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine, according to 
the CDC’s latest data.

Anti-mask protests have been taking 
place across the country. When nine 

fully vaccinated baseball players for 
the New York Yankees tested positive 
for Covid, CDC director Dr Rochelle 
Walensky said the fact that only two 
experienced mild symptoms showed 
“this is the vaccine working”. 
The U.S. is pushing to add millions more 
people to the ranks of the vaccinated. 
President Biden said this month that his 
new goal is to administer at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine to 70% of 
U.S. adults by the Fourth of July.
Nine states have given at least one vac-
cine shot to 70% of their adult popula-
tion, Slavitt said at Tuesday’s briefing. 
Acknowledging the welcome return to 
a more normal life taking place around 
the country, he urged more people to get 
the vaccine: “Unless you’re vaccinated, 
you’re at risk.” 
An increasing number of states, busi-
nesses and organizations are offering 
incentives for people to get vaccinat-
ed, from free doughnuts to free airline 
flights. One of the best-known programs 
is in Ohio, where people who get vacci-
nated are entered into a $1 million lottery 
called the Ohio Vax-a-Million.
“Gov. Mike DeWine has unlocked a se-
cret,” Slavitt said, noting that Ohio’s vac-
cination rate went up 55% among young 
adults in the days after unveiling the pro-
gram. Other states have since announced 
similar plans.

The stunning speed of the vaccines’ de-
velopment and rollout has helped tame 
COVID-19 in the U.S., which remains 
the worst-hit country in the world, de-
spite having less than 5% of the world’s 
population. The U.S. has reported more 
than 33 million COVID-19 cases, and 
more than 590,000 people have died 
from the disease.
Vaccination rates vary sharply across the 
nation. On the state level, more than half 
of all adults were fully vaccinated in just 

25 states, along with the District of Colum-
bia and Guam, as NPR’s Laurel Wamsley 
reported.
The lowest overall vaccination rates in the 
U.S. remain in the South, where Mississip-
pi, Alabama, Louisiana and Arkansas have 
administered the fewest doses per 100,000 
adults, according to the CDC. The highest 
rates are in Vermont, Massachusetts, Ha-
waii and Connecticut.
Pfizer and BioNTech’s vaccine is the most 
prevalent in the U.S., with more than 155 
million doses administered, the CDC said. 
Moderna is next, with nearly 122 million 
doses. Johnson & Johnson, whose one-dose 
vaccine was approved after the two messen-
ger RNA vaccines, accounts for more than 
10 million doses. (Courtesy npr.org)
Related

‘No Masks For The Vaccinated’:                                        
What The Latest U.S. Mask Guid-

ance Means

US health officials have announced that 
vaccinated Americans no longer need to 
wear masks or social distance in most 
indoor settings - but many Americans 
remain confused as Covid-19 rules just 
became more complicated.
Last week, the US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) changed their 
guidance on face masks, saying that fully 
vaccinated people no longer need them in 
most places.
It comes just over a year since the CDC first 
recommended that Americans cover their 
face and nose when in public and as new 
case weekly averages fall to lows not seen 
since last summer.
So far, nearly two dozen states, including 
the former global hot spot of New York, 
have started to change their virus mitigation 
rules to reflect the new CDC guidance.
Here’s what the latest changes mean.
How will we know who is vaccinated?
We won’t.
According to the CDC, people who have 

gone two weeks since their final Covid 
vaccine jab no longer need to wear masks 
except in healthcare, prison or transporta-
tion settings. Physical distancing also is no 
longer necessary for the fully vaccinated.
But there’s no way to know whether the 
mask-less shopper in your local supermar-
ket aisle is fully vaccinated or choosing to 
forgo a mask for another reason.

A group removes their masks for a pho-
to inside a shopping mall.
Who can require proof of vaccination?
US officials have dismissed the idea of a 
“vaccine passport” to prove a person’s jab 
history, saying it represents a violation of 
privacy.
That shifts the burden to local govern-
ments and businesses to determine wheth-
er to require proof of vaccination.
Already, several major businesses, includ-
ing Walmart and Target, have been allow-
ing shoppers to go unmasked without de-
claring their vaccination status.
But some concerts and other large gath-
erings have asked attendees for proof. 
Health experts warn that the black market 
for fake vaccination cards will balloon in 
the next few months.                                                                                                                                 
Why did the CDC change the guidelin
es?                                                                           
The CDC’s advisory came after around 
half of Americans received their first jab, 
and as vaccinations opened up to children 
as young as 12. As of 19 May, around 37% 
of the US population has been fully vacci-
nated and about 60% of adults over 18 had 
gotten their first jab.                                                                                                                          
“I think the CDC realised that if they don’t 
do something that sounds reasonable to 
people, then they’ve kind of lost the influ-
ence that the rules make sense,” says Dr 
Gabor Kelen, director of the emergency 
medicine department at Johns Hopkins 
University. (Courtesy bbc.com/news/
world)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Half Of All U.S. Adults Are Now 
Fully Vaccinated Against COVID-19

Nearly 130 million U.S. adults have completed their vaccine regimens, the CDC says, 
with another 70 million vaccine doses currently in the distribution pipeline. Here, Mary-
land National Guard Brig. Gen. Janeen Birckhead greets soldiers last week at a mobile 
vaccine clinic in Wheaton, Md. (Photo/Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)

COMMUNITY

The times they are a-changin’, but the 
music of Bob Dylan remains a constant. 
The pioneering folk music icon celebrat-
ed his 80th birthday last Monday, and 
fans are commemorated the milestone 
with a handful of music and poetry events 
across the country.

At the center of the festivities is Duluth, 
Minn., where Dylan was born in 1941. Mon-
day marks the third day of the 11th annual 
Duluth Dylan Fest, which features perfor-
mances by local artists and tribute bands. The 
virtual and in-person festival includes a free 
birthday party at Dylan’s childhood home 

The nine-day event also includes songwriting 
and poetry contests in honor of the acclaimed 
singer-songwriter.
In New York, Fordham University’s WFUV 
radio station in the Bronx is set to play 80 
Dylan songs on Monday in honor of his age, 
with the countdown kicking off at 9 a.m.

Bob Dylan performs in Los Angeles in 
2012. (Photo/Chris Pizzello/AP) 
The celebration stretches beyond the United 
States. A “Dignity” livestream event saluting 
Dylan will take place Monday at the U.S. Am-
bassadors Residence in Dublin, with music, 
poetry and more on the docket.
Dylan, who moved to New York City at the 
onset of a six-decade career, has recorded 
more than three dozen studio albums, begin-
ning with his eponymous debut work in 1962.
His most recent album, last year’s “Rough and 
Rowdy Ways,” was a huge hit, peaking at No. 
2 in the U.S. and No. 1 in several countries.
Revered for his poignant lyrics that gave a 
voice to the social unrest of the 1960s, Dylan 
is a 10-time Grammy winner and a 38-time 
nominee. His anthems “Like A Rolling 
Stone,” “The Times They Are A-Changin’” 
and “Blowing in the Wind” are considered 
among the greatest songs of all time, and are 
still relevant today in a world with a height-
ened social consciousness. 

American rock and folk musician Bob 

Dylan singing into a microphone and play-
ing guitar during a concert at the Olympia 
music hall in Paris, France in May 1966. 
(Agence France Presse/Getty Images) 
While his nasally singing voice is an acquired 
taste, Dylan’s lasting impact on music and the 
world continues to resonate, with former Pres-
ident Barack Obama honoring the artist with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2012. 
“There is not a bigger giant in the history of 
American music,” Obama said during the 
ceremony. “All these years later, he’s still 
chasing that sound and still searching for 
a little bit of truth, and I have to say I am a 
really big fan.”
In 2016, the enigmatic artist was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Literature for “having created 
new poetic expressions within the great Amer-
ican song tradition,” according to the Swedish 
Academy.
Dylan, a member of the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame and Songwriters Hall of Fame, won 
the Academy Award for best original song in 
2001 for “Things Have Changed,” which ap-
peared in the comedy-drama “Wonder Boys.”

Bob Dylan sings during a concert on Sept. 6, 
1987, in Tel Aviv. (Photo/Anat Givon/AP) 

In December 2020, Dylan sold his entire 
songwriting catalog — more than 600 songs 
— to Universal Music Publishing Group in 
a massive deal that shook the music industry 
and was reported to be worth more than $300 
million, possibly the highest price ever paid 
for a musician’s songwriting rights.
So happy birthday, Mr. Tambourine Man — 
we’ll play a song for you. (Courtesy https://
www.nydailynews.com/)
Related

Bob Dylan’s 50 Greatest Songs

Ranking Bob Dylan’s 50 best songs is not 
a “perfect art.” It actually is a frustrating 
project and not the best of  lockdown proj-
ects. Nevertheless,  we have done our best.
If you have any questions about the listing 
below, go to: https://www.theguardian.
com/music/2020/apr/09/bob-dylans-
50-greatest-songs-ranked and read a 
description of each song and how it made 
it to the top 50.
1. Like a Rolling Stone (1965) 2. Visions 
of Johanna (1966)  3. Idiot Wind (1975) 4. 
Subterranean Homesick Blues (1965)
5. Desolation Row (1965) 6. Blind Willie 
McTell (1983)  7. Positively Fourth Street 
(1965) 8. Not Dark Yet (1997)
9. Sad Eyed Lady of the Lowlands (1966) 
10. It Ain’t Me Babe (1964) 11. Girl From 
the North Country (1963) 
12. Tangled Up in Blue (1975) 13. The 
Lonesome Death of Hattie Carroll (1964) 
14. Things Have Changed (1997) 15. It’s 
Alright Ma (I’m Only Bleeding) (1965) 
16. One of Us Must Know (Sooner Or 
Later) (1966) 17. Ballad of a Thin Man 
(1965) 18. Mr Tambourine Man (1965)  
19. The Groom’s Still Waiting at the Altar 
(1981) 20. A Hard Rain’s A Gonna Fall 
(1963) 21. I Threw It All Away (1969) 22. 
Chimes of Freedom (1964) 23. I Shall Be 
Released (1967) 24. Hurricane (1976)
25. Simple Twist of Fate (1975) 26. I Want 
You (1966) 27. Most of the Time (1989) 
28. All Along the Watchtower (1967) 29. 
Don’t Think Twice It’s Alright (1963) 30. 
High Water (For Charlie Patton) (2001) 
31. Isis (1976) 32. It’s All Over Now Baby 
Blue (1965) 33. Murder Most Foul (2020) 
34. Brownsville Girl (1986) 35. Slow 
Train (1979) 36. Knockin’ on Heaven’s 
Door (1973) 37. If Not For You (1970) 
38. Love Minus Zero/No Limit (1965) 39. 
The Times They Are A-Changin’ (1964) 
40. Jokerman (1983) 41. Forever Young 
(1974) 42. One Too Many Mornings 
(1964) 43. Ain’t Talkin’ (2006) 44. Blow-
in’ in the Wind (1963)  45. Went to See 
the Gypsy (1970) 46. Make You Feel My 
Love (1997) 47. My Back Pages (1964) 
48. Pay in Blood (2012) 49. This Wheel’s 
on Fire (1967) 50. Changing of the Guards 
(1978) (Courtesy https://www.theguardian.
com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Portrait of Bob Dylan by noted UK artist, Laura Lian, entitled, 
“Don’t Look Back,” done with acrylic on deep edge canvas, 2021.

Fans Celebrated The Pioneering Folk
Icon Monday With Parties Worldwide

Bob Dylan Turns 80
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