
Tuesday, June 01  2021|

White House proposes 6-trln-USD budget for 
FY 2022
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WASHINGTON, May 28 (Xinhua) -- The White 
House on Friday unveiled a 6-trillion-U.S.-dollar 
budget proposal for the 2022 fiscal year, draw-
ing backlash from Republican lawmakers and 
budget watchers.

The proposal, which included President Joe 
Biden’s plan to increase investment in infrastruc-
ture, eduction, health care and beyond, would 
push federal spending to the highest sustained 
levels in decades.

The budget calls for total spending to run above 
6 trillion dollars throughout the next decade, and 
rise to 8.2 trillion dollars by fiscal year 2031. 
Deficits, meanwhile, would stay above 1.3 tril-
lion dollars in the next 10 years.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell lashed 
out at the plan, arguing, “Americans are already 
hurting from far-left economics that ignore 
reality.”

“So far the Biden Administration has recom-
mended we spend 7 trillion additional dollars 
this year,” the Republican leader said on Twit-
ter. “That would be more than we spent during 
World War II.”

“Democrats need to get their runaway spending 

habits under control,” McConnell said.

Biden, however, argued that the American Res-
cue Plan, the 1.9-trillion-dollar COVID-19 relief 
package approved in March, is just a “first step,” 
noting that more investments are needed to set 
America on a sustainable path to a faster, more 
inclusive economic growth.

“Now is the time to build the foundation that 
we’ve laid -- to make bold investments in our 
families, in our communities, in our nation. 

A citizen receives a dose of the COVID-19 vaccine developed by Chinese pharmaceutical company Sinovac 
in Bangkok, Thailand, May 12, 2021. (Xinhua/Rachen Sageamsak)

We know from history that these kinds of 
investments raise both the floor and the ceil-
ing of the economy for everybody,” the U.S. 
president said Thursday in a speech in Ohio.

Peter G. Peterson Foundation, a nonparti-
san fiscal watchdog group, said in a state-
ment that the president’s budget for fiscal 
year 2022 calls for a “large increase” in 
non-defense discretionary spending next 
year as well as “substantial spending” for 
infrastructure and social programs over the 
upcoming decade.

The foundation noted that the administration proposes increasing revenues 
to cover the cost of their longer-term initiatives; “however, those costs 
would not be fully offset during the traditional 10-year window, rather over 
a 15-year period.”

“In addition, the underlying structural imbalance between revenues and 
spending that existed before the pandemic budget would remain, leav-
ing an unsustainable fiscal outlook,” it added

U.S. to sanction Belarus over flight diversion incident

WASHINGTON, May 29 
(Xinhua) -- The United States 
will introduce a series of sanc-
tion measures against Belarus 
over the Ryanair flight diver-
sion incident, the White House 
said Friday.

"On June 3, 2021, the Unit-
ed States will re-impose full 
blocking sanctions against 
nine Belarusian state-owned 
enterprises previously granted 
relief under a series of General 
Licenses by the Treasury De-
partment," White House Press 
Secretary Jen Psaki said in a 

statement.

The United States is developing a 
list of targeted sanctions against 
key members of the Belaru-
sian government. The Treasury 
Department will develop a new 
executive order giving President 
Joe Biden greater authority to 
impose sanctions against Belarus, 
said the statement.

The United States will also sus-
pend its discretionary application 
of the 2019 U.S.-Belarus Air 
Services Agreement, it added.

The Irish airline Ryanair said that 
the flight FR4978 from Athens to 
Vilnius was directed to an airport 
in Minsk on Sunday as crew on 
the plane had been alerted to a 
possible security threat by Be-
larusian authorities, but nothing 
untoward was found.

The Biden administration earlier 
this week condemned the incident 
"in the strongest possible terms," 
calling it a "direct affront to inter-
national norms."

On Friday, when discussing the 
aftermath of the Ryanair incident 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Belarusian President Al-
exander Lukashenko said, "there 
has been an attempt to stir up the 
situation."

On Tuesday, Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova said that the reac-
tion of Western countries to the 
Ryanair incident was "hysterical" 
and it is essential to analyze all 
the data before jumping to con-
clusions



CC66English
星期二       2021年6月1日       Tuesday, June 1, 2021

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Wealee@scdaily.com

Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

We are so glad many of our
friends got together at the
International Trade Center to
join Ambassador Yansane to
talk about investing in Guinea.

In my welcome speech I
warmly welcomed all of those
who could come to ITC the
reunion after the pandemic.

Today we discussed many
topics including education,
telecommunication,
agriculture, tourism,
healthcare, infrastructure and
media.

The Ambassador gave us a
very detailed introduction
about this West African
country. He is representing

their government to invite all
of us to visit Guinea in the
near future.

As Honorary Consul for
Guinea in Houston, our goal
is to establish a solid bridge
between Houston and Guinea
and to bring more investors
and people to Africa.

At today’s forum we listened
to many businessmen and
scholars who expressed their
opinions and their willingness
to help this western African
country.

0505//2929//20212021

Investing In GuineaInvesting In Guinea

Editor’s Choice

First lady Jill Biden is helped after getting the heel of her shoe stuck in the pavement while 
being photographed with members of her motorcade escort before boarding her plane at 
Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport in Kansas City, Missouri, May 27...

A Congolese child, Jolie, 11, prepares to evacuate from recurrent earth tremors as aftershocks 
after homes were covered with lava deposited by the eruption of Mount Nyiragongo near 
Goma, in the Democratic Republic of Congo May 25. Hugh Kinsella Cunningham/Save the 
Children/Handout via REUTERS

Mila Sneddon, 5, reacts after meeting Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge at the Palace of Holy-
roodhouse in Edinburgh, Scotland, Britain May 27. Cancer patient Mila is featured in an image 
from the Hold Still photography project which showed her kissing her father Scott through a 
window whilst she was shielding during her chemotherapy treatment. Jane Barlow/PA Wire/
Pool via REUTERS

President Joe Biden 
eats ice cream during 
a visit to Cleveland, 
Ohio, May 27. REU-
TERS/Evelyn Hock-
stein

An asylum-seeking 
migrant woman from Ven-
ezuela reacts as she walks 
in the water to cross the 
Rio Grande river into the 
United States from Mexico 
in Del Rio, Texas, May 
26, 2021. REUTERS/Go 
Nakamura

A health worker applies an 
AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 
to a citizen during a vaccination 
day at the Municipal Theater in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, May 27. 
REUTERS/Ricardo Moraes
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Vaccines delivered by drones and by burros. 
People who shout about the danger of vac-
cines and refuse to get a jab. Public health 
campaigns to convince the vaccine hesitant. 
Public criticism of a failure to provide vac-
cines for lower-income countries and margin-
alized populations.
These are all part of the unprecedented world 
vaccination campaign now going on.
They’re also the hot-button topics that go 
back to the very first vaccine — for smallpox 
in 1796.

Dr. Sergen Saracoglu (left) and nurse 
Yilzdiz Ayten (center) arrive at the village 
of Guneyyamac in Turkey on Feb. 15 as 
part of an expedition to vaccinate residents 
65 years and over with Sinovac’s Coro-
naVac COVID-19 vaccine. (Photo/Bulent 

Kilic/AFP via Getty Images)
In photographs and illustrations from past 
and present vaccine campaigns, you can 
see both the similarities and the striking 
contrasts.
James Colgrove, a professor of sociomed-
ical sciences at Columbia University, and 
Sanjoy Bhattacharya, a professor of histo-
ry at the University of York and director of 
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Global 
Health Histories, helped us out with his-
torical context to go along with the imag-
es.
The vaccine has been created. Now how to 
get it where it needs to go?
Getting a vaccine from point A to point 
B has been a logistical problem since the 
very start with the smallpox vaccines, 
Bhattacharya says.
Back then, it was a painstaking process. 
Liquid was usually taken from an open 
smallpox sore, dried and mixed with water 
when ready to vaccinate. But transporta-
tion delays would sometimes render the 

vaccine ineffective. (The method had a 
shelf life of weeks to months — not a long 
time considering the transport options at 
the time.) 

In 1900, a young cow is tied onto a table 
waiting for the extraction of pox sore to 
be used for vaccines for smallpox. (Pho-
to/Berliner Illustrations Gesellschaft/
ullstein bild via Getty Images)
The solution? Medical teams would take 
children (in one case, orphans were used 
to transport the virus from Spain to its 
colonies) and animals (such as cows and 
horses) from village to village or from 
country to country, harvesting liquid from 
smallpox or cowpox sores and getting it 
under the skin of an unvaccinated person. 
But that was clearly not a sustainable prac-
tice, Bhattacharya says, for ethical and sci-
entific reasons.
Many years of innovation followed, in-
cluding the development of freeze-dried 
vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccine world is 
dependent on cold chain technology that 
uses super freezers to keep vaccines at 
temperatures as low as minus 13 degrees 
Fahrenheit while they make their way on 
planes, trains and automobiles.

Ousseynou Badiane, the head of Sen-
egal’s vaccination program, stands in 
front of newly built cold rooms at Fann 
Hospital in Dakar, Senegal, in January. 
These cold rooms may be used to help 
store the country’s stock of COVID-19 
vaccines. (John Wessels/AFP via Getty 
Images)
Relying on cold storage technology is still 
not a perfect system.
The challenge has always been the great-
est in poor and rural areas. “You have to 
make sure you have generators to main-

tain refrigerators,” Colgrove says. It is the 
same problem countries are having with the 
COVID-19 vaccine today.

Left: A West German Navy vessel hands 
over vaccines to the U.S. transport Gener-
al Patch in July 1957 for people sick with 
the Asiatic flu. The ship was anchored off 
Bremerhaven, West Germany, after a flu 
outbreak. Right: Health workers use a 
speedboat to make their way to vaccinate 
Quilombo communities against COVID-19 
in Oriximiná, Brazil, in February. (Photo/
Henry Brueggemann/AP; Tarso Sarraf/
AFP via Getty Images)
Vaccine inequity is “just one part of a larger 
picture of inequity,” Colgrove says. “People 
have been unvaccinated for the same set of 
reasons that they have always been deprived 
of other material goods.”
For every vaccine, there’s been a campaign 
against it
“Anti-vaccination movements are as old as 
vaccines themselves,” Bhattacharya says.
What drives people to oppose a vaccine? You 
have to look at what is happening in a country 
or community culturally and politically and 
that is where you’ll find your answers. It is 
usually a combination of factors that create 
doubts about how safe and effective a vaccine 
is, Bhattacharya says.

Left: A drawing of a human with a cow 
head holding a needle menacingly toward 
a child as he administers a tainted small-
pox vaccination was meant to sow distrust 
of smallpox vaccines. Right: Protesters 
against COVID-19 vaccinations hold a 
rally in Sydney in February. (Photo/Bett-
man/Getty Images; Brook Mitchell/Getty 
Images)

But what really gets people riled up, Col-
grove says, is when governments mandate 
vaccinations. “What gets people marching 
in the stress, forming orgs, creating pam-
phlets is when governments start to require 
it. If you don’t want the vaccine, but you 
don’t feel like anyone is forcing you to get 
it, then you just don’t get it. Anti-vaccina-
tion movements really arose in the mid-
19th century when governments started to 
require it.”
There have always been trust issues
A vaccine campaign must address the issues 
of trust between those giving the vaccines 
and those receiving it, Bhattacharya says. 
You can’t run it just with logistics. The 
vaccine campaigns that don’t take trust into 
account end up struggling while the process 
drags on to get a disease under control.
In the case of polio, Bhattacharya says, it 
was difficult to convince communities to 
get the vaccine in places where govern-
ments hadn’t acted in the communities’ in-
terest on other issues.

Boys stand in line to be vaccinated 
through the smallpox eradication and 
measles control program in West Africa 
in 1968. While smallpox has been erad-
icated, measles remains a leading cause 
of death among young children, even 
though a safe and cost-effective vaccine 
is available, the World Health Organiza-
tion says. (Smith Collection/Gado/Getty 
Images)
“It was about [the government] convinc-
ing people that the polio vaccination was 
about their best interests in a context where 
governments had done little for their gen-
eral welfare. This was the context in which 
polio vaccination drives were resisted in 
northern India, for example,” Bhattacharya 
says. People have said it was superstition 
about the vaccine that prevented Indians 
from getting the vaccine, but it was actually 
about “a fundamental lack of trust.”

(Continued On Page C7-2)
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A Pictorial Essay

A Brief History Of Vaccine
Delivery Through The Years

In January 1929, Dr. L.E. Bensom of Los Angeles used his vacation to mush to na-
tive villages in Alaska. At the close of a particularly hard day on the trail, he found 
himself with 70 patients on his hands, all suffering from smallpox. There were 100 
people in the village with no medical facilities. Bettmann/Getty Images 

COMMUNITY

It’s all about the advertising
To get the word out and make a convincing 
argument about the vaccine, it’s all about 
marketing and messaging. Advertising 
techniques were first used in the 1920s for 
diphtheria immunizations, Colgrove says. 
(Think images of smiling babies with warn-
ings in red ink that diphtheria kills.)

A 1963 poster featuring the CDC’s na-
tional symbol of public health, “Well-
bee,” encourages the public to take an 
oral polio vaccine. (Photo/CDC/PHIL/
Corbis via Getty Images)
The way a vaccine is given is also critical. 
The first oral vaccine in the 1960s for polio 
replaced the hypodermic needle. It certain-
ly made it much easier to sell to those who 
might be hesitant or fearful of needles, Col-
grove says.
“Needle phobia is a big deal, and orally ad-
ministered vaccines are more acceptable to 
many people. Also you don’t have to worry 
about the injection equipment [which was 
helpful for mass vaccinations],” Colgrove 

says. “In fact one of the reasons the glob-
al polio eradication ended up being so 
successful was they used the oral vaccine 
as opposed to the injected vaccine.” The 
oral vaccine also did a better job of pro-
tecting against the virus.
The West makes the vaccines and the 
rules. That’s actually kind of new
The West wasn’t always the main play-
er in vaccine production — although it 
was always on the path to be. Following 
World War II, several newly indepen-
dent (decolonized) countries were keen 
to develop their own vaccine production 
capabilities. Two examples are India and 
Pakistan, Bhattacharya says.
“Countries like India and Pakistan were 
able to play Cold War foes [the U.S. and 
Soviet Union] against each other to get 
access to new vaccine production tech-
nologies, assistance in setting up new 
vaccine production units,” he adds.
So how did the West ultimately get con-
trol? In that post-World War II era in the 
West, people started to realize there was 
money to be made in all pharmaceuticals 
(not just vaccines), and “the business 
landscape changed,” Colgrove says.

Marie Josette Francou (right), a 

Red Cross nurse, vaccinates a child 
against cholera in 1953 in Indochina 
(now Vietnam). (Intercontinentale/
AFP via Getty Images)
What had been a cottage industry of 
small pharmaceutical companies, indi-
vidual investigators and physician sci-
entists started producing more products 
along with vaccines, Colgrove says. 
They evolved into the mega companies 
that exist today.
That said, other countries are still in 
the vaccination business — albeit with 
mixed results — including Russia’s 
Sputnik V, China’s Sinovac and outlier 
Cuba.

Workers wait to open a secure door 
in the packaging area of Sinopharm’s 
COVID-19 vaccine during a media 
tour organized by the State Council 
Information Office in February in 
Beijing. Sinopharm is one of China’s 
largest state-owned biotech compa-
nies. Kevin Frayer/Getty Images
The power and politics behind vac-
cines
Politicians love their mottos and the 
vaccination effort is no different. In the 
U.S., government officials called it Op-
eration Warp Speed and now the “We 
Can Do This” campaign. In Germany, 
it’s “Vaccinate, Vaccinate, Vaccinate.” 
In Israel, it’s “Getting Back to Life.”
So, how much of vaccine production 
and distribution is about political power 
and money?
Bhattacharya says pretty much all of 
it. “Pandemic responses, including the 
vaccination programs that underpin 
them, are always political,” he says. 
“Those who claim that they know the 
means of accentuating ‘global solidar-
ity’ are no less political; they just have 
different political goals.”

Left: Thousands of New Yorkers, on an 
appeal by government officials, came 
to city hospitals and health stations to 
get vaccinated against smallpox. Here a 
crowd lines up outside a Bronx hospital 
in April 1947. Right: In an aerial view 
from a drone, cars line up for a mass 
COVID-19 vaccination event in January 
in Denver. (Photo/Bettmann/Getty Imag-
es; Michael Ciaglo/Getty Image)
And the money? Most vaccines wouldn’t 
exist if Big Pharma didn’t make a profit off 
them, Colgrove says.
One of the criticisms is that we have vac-
cines for diseases that burden rich countries 
but not for those that plague poor countries 
— such as malaria and dengue fever. “If 
those diseases were a problem in Europe 
and the U.S., we would probably have vac-
cines for them now.”
That’s the contradiction of the pharma in-
dustry, Colgrove says. “On the one hand 
they produce these drugs for the benefit of 
everyone, but their mission is to make prof-
its for their shareholders.”
What will the world say about the 
COVID-19 vaccination effort in 100 
years?
People will not remember the details, Col-
grove says. Take, for example, the polio 
vaccine rollout, he says. If you ask people 
today, they would say it was a huge success, 
but they forget it was total chaos for a while.
“There were a lot of problems with the 
initial distribution during the period when 
the demand exceeded the supply. The po-
lio vaccine was developed by a nonprofit 
foundation. The U.S. government had very 
little involvement because the Eisenhow-
er administration saw involvement as the 
opening for socialized medicine.
“There was also lots of confusion and un-
certainty about who should get the vaccine 
first and supplies were limited. There were 
stories of rich people pulling strings to get 
their kids vaccinated first.”

Sanitation worker Ramesh Solanki 
cleans the streets outside India’s Pal-
ghar railway station. “I get up every 
morning at 5:30, and I see news about 
the vaccines on TV,” he says. “I don’t 
know about any controversies. I just 
know I’m proud to be part of this.” As 
a sanitation worker, he was among the 
first Indians eligible to get the corona-
virus vaccine. (Photo/Viraj Nayar for 
NPR)
When it came to the COVID-19 vaccine, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention knew there were limited supplies 
so it was able to prioritize certain popu-
lations such as health care workers and 
older people, Colgrove says. “But I think 
the way people will remember the COVID 
rollout will depend on what happens in the 
coming months and years.”
No one can deny the incredible feat of 
making vaccines in a year. But Bhattacha-
rya points to another legacy.
Bhattacharya says it’s unfortunate, but this 
vaccination effort will be all about profits, 
not humanity — the world was let down 
when it comes to equity and access to the 
vaccine.

Two men, wearing personal protective 
equipment, visit the grave of a relative 
in a public cemetery, reserved for sus-
pected COVID-19 victims, in December 
in Jakarta, Indonesia. Ulet Ifansasti/
Getty Images
“I think our descendants will look back 
with some shame at the efforts of so 
many private vaccine producers to make 
immense profit from human misery and 
anxiety.” (Courtesy npr.org) NPR Writers 
include: Michele Abercrombie, Xuey-
ing Chang, Ben De La Cruz and Suzette 
Lohmeyer.

A Brief History Of Vaccine
Delivery Through The Years
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