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Japan considers easing COVID-19 restrictions in 
Tokyo, Osaka from June 21
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TOKYO, June 11 (Xinhua) -- The Japa-
nese government is considering easing the 
COVID-19 restrictions in Tokyo and Osaka 
from June 21, a government official said Fri-
day.

Tokyo and Osaka are likely to be kept under 
a quasi-state of emergency with less tough 
measures to be implemented, and the state 
of emergency for most of the 10 prefectures 
covered will be lifted on the planned end date 
of June 20, the official said.

The government aims to prevent a resurgence 
of the COVID-19 pandemic ahead of the To-
kyo Olympics slated to start on July 23.

In areas to be put under a quasi-state of emer-
gency, the government plans to continue asking 
restaurants to shorten their opening hours but is 
considering lifting the ban on sales of alcoholic 
beverages.

A state of emergency approves orders for cer-
tain facilities to shut down, while a quasi-state 
of emergency allows shortening opening hours.

A formal decision is expected to be made 
at a government meeting to be held as early 
as Thursday, after Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga meets relevant ministers and a 
subcommittee of experts to discuss restrictions 
on major events to be held in July and August. 

World COVID-19 death toll this year 
already tops that of 2020: media

CHICAGO, June 11 (Xinhua) -- 
U.S. Midwest state of Illinois, in-
cluding the country’s third largest 
city of Chicago, fully reopened on 
Friday amid jitters.

By fully reopening, it means going 
outside without a mask or gath-
ering in small groups with other 
vaccinated friends, increasing 
social interactions and dropping 
restrictions incrementally.

While some people are hailing a 
return to near-normalcy and plan-
ning various celebrations, some 
others express the concern that 
COVID-19 safety measures might 
be dropping too quickly, Chicago 
Tribune reported Friday.

Roughly 54 percent of adults in Illi-
nois are fully vaccinated, according 
to state health statistics. The state is 
far off from reaching herd immunity 
of 80 percent, a threshold some health 
experts have estimated.

Chicago is averaging just 79 new 
coronavirus cases per day, compared 
with days when cases topped 3,000 in 

the city. The daily case number is 
down 41 percent since last week.

Allison Arwady, Chicago’s public 
health commissioner, on Thursday 
cited the city’s rapidly declining 
COVID-19 numbers as the reason 
to be confident about Friday’s full 
reopening in the city and state.

But she also added that the city 
continues to recommend that 

anyone who is not vaccinated, 
including young children, wear a 
mask, particularly while indoors.

Chicago has beaten other U.S. 
large cities in fully reopening.

French biosecurity expert dis-
misses Wuhan lab leak theory

HONG KONG, June 11 (Xinhua) -- A French 
biosecurity expert who supervised the con-
struction and accreditation of the biosafety lev-
el 4 (BSL-4) laboratory of the Wuhan Institute 
of Virology (WIV) has dismissed the theory 
that COVID-19 escaped from the lab, a Hong 
Kong newspaper reported Friday.

The French expert, Gabriel Gras, put the 
chance of a leak from the BSL-4 laboratory at 
"zero percent," according to the South China 
Morning Post.
"The lab is of a high standard. It was my daily 
work to verify this, and as I had the back-
ground of safety (consultant), lab designer, and 
virology scientist, I was 100 percent involved," 
Gras said, stressing that he had "no doubt" 
about the safety of the lab.

According to the report, Gras also had little 
doubt that the virus is natural.

"I am 100 percent sure it is not constructed, 
developed in a lab," he said.
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LOCAL NEWS

BEIJING, June 9 (Xinhua) -- China’s consumer inflation contin-
ued modest growth in May, while factory-gate prices registered 
rapid expansion due to increasing commodity prices and the solid 
recovery of domestic demand, according to official data released 
Wednesday.

The consumer price index (CPI), a main gauge of inflation, rose 1.3 
percent year on year in May, up from the 0.9-percent growth rate 
in April, according to data from the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS).

Consumer prices remained generally stable in May as local gov-
ernments and various departments continued efforts in ensuring 
supply and stabilizing prices, said Dong Lijuan, a senior statistician 
with the NBS.

The average CPI in the first five months of the year went up 0.4 
percent from the same period last year, according to the NBS.

The faster CPI growth in May was mainly due to the stronger car-
ry-over effect of last year’s price changes, Dong said.

The carryover effect contributed 0.7 percentage points to the CPI 
growth, while new price increases contributed 0.6 percentage 
points, the NBS data showed.

Food prices climbed 0.3 percent year on year in May, reversing the 
0.7-percent decline in April, pushing up the consumer inflation by 
0.05 percentage points, according to the data.

As hog production continued to recover and pork supply kept in-
creasing, pork prices dropped 23.8 percent year on year last month, 
with a pace 2.4 percentage points faster than April. On a monthly 
basis, the price declined by 11 percent, the NBS data showed.

To stabilize pork prices, China has taken a series of measures to 
boost the pork supply, including releasing frozen pork reserves 
and increasing imports. The country has also ramped up financial 
support, including subsidies and loans, to major pig-producing 
counties to soften the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
restore production.

Economic Watch: China’s CPI continues 
expansion, PPI registers fast growth  

Non-food prices went up 1.6 percent 
year on year in May, compared with 
the 1.3-percent increase in April, with 
the price of air tickets surging 32.3 
percent and that of gasoline up 22 
percent, according to the NBS.

On a monthly basis, the CPI declined 
0.2 percent, with food prices down 
1.7 percent, narrowing the decline 
by 0.7 percentage points from April, 
NBS data showed.

The month-on-month drop was 

mainly driven by the continued de-
cline in overall food prices, which has 
stabilized consumer prices recently, 
said Guo Liyan, a researcher with the 
Chinese Academy of Macroeconomic 
Research.

China has set its consumer inflation 
target at around 3 percent for the year 
2021, according to the government 
work report this year.

Guo noted that the production and 

supply of goods and services for 
consumers will be abundant later 
this year, stressing the importance of 
ensuring the sufficient supply of ag-
ricultural and sideline food products 
and abundant production capacity of 
industrial consumer goods.

China’s CPI is expected to fluctuate 
moderately in an appropriate range 
based on the nation’s solid founda-
tion, and the annual price control 
target can be successfully achieved, 
Guo said.

Editor’s Choice

A woman holds a megaphone during a protest of Cornwall Climate Youth Alli-
ance in partnership with Fridays for Future and Climate Live, at Gyllyngvase 
Beach, in Falmouth, on the sidelines of G7 summit in Cornwall, Britain, June 
11, 2021. REUTERS/Tom Nicholson

Two people wearing protective suits walk during a protest of Cornwall Climate Youth Alliance 
in partnership with Fridays for Future and Climate Live, at Gyllyngvase Beach, in Falmouth, on 
the sidelines of G7 summit in Cornwall, Britain, June 11, 2021. REUTERS/Tom Nicholson

Climate change activists dressed up as black birds protest in St. Ives, on the sidelines of the 
G7 summit in Cornwall, Britain, June 11, 2021. REUTERS/Dylan Martinez

An incoming tide washes away 
a part of a giant beach sand 
artwork depicting the face of 
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and other G7 leaders, 
created by campaign group 
Avaaz, at Watergate Bay Beach, 
Newquay, Britain, June 10, 
2021. REUTERS/Tom Nich-
olson

Inflatable dummies de-
picting U.S. President Joe 
Biden and Britain’s Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
are displayed on a pontoon 
floating off Gyllyngvase 
Beach during an action 
organized by Crack the 
Crisis, in Falmouth, on the 
sidelines of G7 summit in 
Cornwall, Britain, June 
11, 2021. REUTERS/Tom 
Nicholson

Climate activist Marijka 
Zwozdiak, 20, takes part in a 
demonstration on the beach in 
St. Ives, on the sidelines of G7 
summit in Cornwall, Britain, 
June 11, 2021. REUTERS/Dylan 
Martinez
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BUSINESS

President Biden is set to announce Thursday that 
the United States has bought 500 million doses 
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to donate to CO-
VAX, which is distributing vaccines to countries 
that cannot afford to buy enough shots, a source 
familiar with the deal confirmed to NPR.
The news comes after Biden’s arrival Wednesday 
in England on the first foreign trip of his presi-
dency. He has said he wants to use the eight-day 
European trip to marshal a plan with other G-7 
nations to help end the pandemic around the 
world.

“We have to end COVID-19, not just at home, 
which we’re doing, but everywhere,” Biden told 
troops Wednesday during his stop at Royal Air 

Force Mildenhall.
The vaccine giveaway signals a growing role 
for the United States in the global vaccina-
tion effort and comes on the heels of Biden’s 
promise to share 80 million additional doses 
by the end of June with COVAX and other 
countries. The World Health Organization 
and foreign leaders have been urging wealthy 
countries, which have secured the lion’s share 
of the global vaccine supply, to up their con-
tributions, especially those with excess doses 
such as the United States.
The new donation will see 200 million shots 
delivered this year, and 300 million in the first 
half of 2022, the source said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity ahead of the announce-
ment.
“It represents another significant step in the 
right direction,” says Dr. Krishna Udayaku-
mar, director of the Duke Global Health Inno-
vation Center. “If we see a full U.S. strategy 
for global vaccination announced at the G-7 

Leaders’ Summit, as well as coordinated, sub-
stantive action across G-7 members and the 
EU, this week could represent a turning point 
in the pandemic.”

The COVAX program — led by Gavi the Vac-
cine Alliance, the World Health Organization, 
and the Coalition for Epidemic Prepared-
ness Innovations — has struggled to secure 
enough shots to meet its goal of ensuring that 
20% of the world’s population is vaccinated 
by the end of the year. About 2 billion shots 
have been administered worldwide — the vast 
majority in high-income and upper middle-in-
come countries.
“It’s another data point that illustrates that 
Biden is serious about the U.S. playing a lead-
ership role in ending this pandemic,” says Dr. 
Junaid Nabi, a fellow at the Aspen Institute 
and senior researcher at Harvard Business 
School. “This should also encourage Euro-
pean/G-7 countries to play a more active role 
in this global health crisis, as they have been 
very slow in responding and contributing to-
ward this global public good.” (Courtesy npr.
org)
Related

Why Millions Of Doses (From 
Biden) And A Billion Bucks (From 

Mastercard) Aren’t Enough
Vaccines are now on their way to parts of the 
world where vaccines are sorely lacking.
The Biden administration is exporting an ini-
tial batch of 25 million doses from a promised 
80 million for countries in need, part of the 
president’s pledge on June 3 to “lead the world 
in the fight to defeat COVID-19.”
The private sector is jumping in as well. On 
Tuesday, the Mastercard Foundation an-
nounced a $1.3 billion donation over the next 
three years to assist the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention in vaccinat-
ing at least 50 million people on the continent.  
Vaccine doses are in short supply in African 
countries — and even when they arrive, there 
may not be a way to get them into people’s 
arms in a timely fashion.

Above: People wait to get vaccinated at a hospital in 

Thika, Kenya, in March. Experts say ramping up inter-

national vaccine distribution will save lives by curtailing 

COVID-19 outbreaks and stem the emergence of new, 

potentially more dangerous variants that could spread 

more quickly from country to country.(Photo/Patrick 

Meinhardt/Bloomberg via Getty Images)

A 500-Million-Dose Donation
The United States will buy 500 million doses of 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to donate to impov-
erished nations, signaling a massive new invest-
ment in the worldwide inoculation campaign, 
according to a person familiar with the initiative.
President Biden announced the plan last week 
while attending the annual summit of the Group 
of 7, made up of the leaders of seven of the 
world’s largest democracies, in Cornwall, En-
gland. The Pfizer doses will be provided to CO-
VAX, an international partnership for distributing 
vaccines to low-income countries. COVAX will 
provide the vaccines to 92 countries and the Afri-
can Union, which comprises 55 nations.
The donation represents a cornerstone of the U.S. 
effort to bring the global pandemic to an end and 
counter the influence of authoritarian countries 
such as Russia and China, which were quicker to 
provide vaccines overseas. 

Biden initially focused on providing enough vac-
cines to Americans, which drew criticism from 
humanitarian organizations that said the world’s 
wealthiest nation shouldn’t be sitting on the side-
lines. But is it enough to beat back a virus that has 
already killed more than 3.7 million people glob-
ally and continues to mutate in alarming ways?
The Biden donations are designated for a wide 
range of countries in Latin America, the Carib-
bean and parts of Asia and Africa. The remaining 
55 million should arrive by the end of June, says 
White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator 
Jeff Zients.
It’s a welcome albeit belated sign of shifting U.S. 
priorities. Foreign leaders and health experts say 
the 80 million doses must be swiftly followed 

with substantially more vaccines and assis-
tance.
“It’s a good start, but we could be contribut-
ing a lot more,” says Dr. Denise Garrett, vice 
president of Applied Epidemiology at the Sabin 
Vaccine Institute.

“We have a lot of vaccines that are sitting some-
where in a warehouse, and they need to be in 
people’s arms,” she says.
The U.S. alone has purchased about 1.1 billion 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines from manufactur-
ers and, with a total population of 328 million, 
will have hundreds of millions of excess dos-
es. Meanwhile, about 2 billion shots have been 
administered worldwide — more than 80% in 
either high income or upper middle income 
countries.
“This 80 million is about priming the pump 
for much more supply that needs to come in to 
make a meaningful impact over the next weeks 
to months,” says Dr. Krishna Udayakumar, di-
rector of the Duke Global Health Innovation 
Center.
The U.S could have 300 million excess doses 
by the end of July and the European Union and 
G7 countries could have anywhere from 1 to 2 
billion excess doses available in 2021, accord-
ing to two analyses by Udayakumar and his 
colleagues.

“Timing is really critical here. Doses in De-
cember or next year are going to be much less 
meaningful than sharing doses this summer,” 
he says.
COVAX — the global vaccination initiative co-
led by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
— is distributing 75% of the doses from the 
U.S., although White House officials say they 
will ultimately decide which countries receive 
them.
As the world’s largest vaccine distributor, CO-
VAX set out to ensure that 20% of the world’s 
population was vaccinated by the end of the 
year but has struggled to secure enough shots to 
stay on track. (Courtesy npr.org.)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Biden Announces Plans
To Donate 500 Million Pfizer

Vaccines To Countries In Need

President Biden steps into a motorcade vehicle after arriving Wednesday at Royal 
Air Force Mildenhall in Suffolk, England, on the first leg of his European trip. “We 
have to end COVID-19, not just at home, which we’re doing, but everywhere,” he 
said. (Photo/Patrick Semansky/AP)

COMMUNITY

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has eased travel recom-
mendations for more than 110 countries 
and territories, including Japan just ahead 
of the Olympics.
The CDC’s new ratings, first reported by 
Reuters and posted on a CDC website on 
Monday, include 61 nations that were low-
ered from its highest “Level 4” rating that 
discouraged all travel to recommending 
travel for fully vaccinated individuals, the 
agency confirmed on Tuesday.
An additional 50 countries and territories 
have been lowered to “Level 2” or “Level 
1,” a CDC spokeswoman said. Countries 
ranked lowest for COVID-19 risks now 
include Singapore, Israel, South Korea, 
Iceland, Belize and Albania.
Among those now listed at “Level 3,” are 
France, Ecuador, the Philippines, South 

Africa, Canada, Mexico, Russia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Hondu-
ras, Hungary and Italy.

A man pushes his bags on the de-
partures level at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport (LAX) on May 27, 
2021 in Los Angeles as people travel 
for Memorial Day weekend, which 
marks the unofficial start of the sum-
mer travel season. (Photo/Frederic J. 
Brown | AFP | Getty Images)
The U.S. State Department said it had 
updated its recommendations to reflect 

the recent methodology update, but not-
ed not all ratings were revised because 
of other factors including ” commercial 
flight availability,  restrictions  on U.S. 
citizen entry, and impediments to ob-
taining COVID test results within three 
calendar days.” 
The State Department eased its ratings 
on 85 countries and territories, including 
Japan. On May 24, the State Department 
had urged against travel to Japan, citing 
a new wave of coronavirus cases before 
the Tokyo Olympics are set to begin on 
July 23.

The State Department warning raised 
concerns and prompted the White House 
to reaffirm its support for Tokyo’s plan 
to hold the Games this summer and for 
U.S. athletes competing there despite a 
new wave of infections and a low vac-
cination rate in the host country. Foreign 
spectators have been banned, and orga-
nizers are expected to make a decision 
late this month on domestic spectators.
Revised Criteria
The CDC said the change came after it 
revised its criteria for travel health notic-
es. The CDC said it also revised its rating 
for the United States to “Level 3” from 
“Level 4.”
The agency said the new criteria for a 
Level 4 “avoid all travel” recommen-
dation has changed to 500 cases per 
100,000 from 100 COVID-19 cases per 
100,000. The agency added that many 
countries have lower ratings “because of 
the criteria changes or because their out-
breaks are better controlled.” The CDC 
said it expects more countries to get low-
er, more favorable travel ratings.

Other countries being lowered to “Lev-

el 3” include Honduras, Indonesia, Jor-
dan, Libya, Panama, Poland, Denmark 
and Malaysia. Many of the countries 
that now have lower ratings remain on 
the U.S. government’s list of countries 
subject to severe travel restrictions - and 
most have been subject to the restric-
tions since early 2020. The United States 
bars nearly all non-U.S. citizens who 
have within the previous 14 days been 
to China, the United Kingdom, Ireland, 
India, South Africa, Brazil, Iran and the 
26 Schengen nations in Europe without 
border controls.                                                                                                             
Asked why the United States is main-
taining the restrictions even though some 
countries that now have low infection 
rates are subject to them, while others 
with high rates are exempt, 

CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said 
on Tuesday the issue was subject to “an 
interagency conversation, and we are 
looking at the data in real time as to how 
we should move forward with that.” Re-
uters reported on Tuesday the Biden ad-
ministration is forming expert working 
groups with Canada, Mexico, the Eu-
ropean Union and the UK to determine 
how best to restart travel safely after 15 
months of pandemic restrictions, citing 
a White House official. (Courtesy cnbc.
com)
Related

Travel Ban Lifted But 
Caution Still Advised 

According to Reuters.com, the CDC’s 
updated international travel ratings low-
ered 61 nations from the highest Level 
4 to Level 3, which recommends fully 
vaccinated tourists be allowed to visit 
while still being cautious.  Some of the 
countries now listed at Level 3 include 
France, Ecuador, the Philippines, South 
Africa, Canada, Mexico, Russia, Spain, 

Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Honduras, 
Hungary and Italy. Japan was also added 
to the list ahead of the Olympics.
Another 50 countries and territories re-
ceived a new Level 1 or level 2 rating, in-
cluding Singapore, Israel, South Korea, 
Iceland, Belize and Albania.

The U.S. State Department also eased its 
ratings on 85 countries and territories, 
but noted that not all recommendations 
were revised due to “flight availability, 
restrictions on U.S. citizen entry and im-
pediments to obtaining COVID test re-
sults within three calendar days.”
The State Department also included Ja-
pan on its revised travel rating list, set-
ting the stage for vaccinated athletes to 
partake in the Tokyo Olympics, which 
are expected to begin on July 23. For-
eign spectators have been banned from 
the Games.
Earlier this week, Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau and other health of-
ficials were reportedly preparing to ease 
border restrictions for fully vaccinated 
travelers, including those from America. 
(https://www.travelpulse.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

KEY POINTS
The new ratings, which were not previously reported and posted on a                                                 

CDC website Monday, lower 61 countries to “Level 3,” including France, South 
Africa, Canada, Mexico, Russia, Spain and Italy.

Another 50 countries and territories have been lowered to                                                                  
“Level 2” or “Level 1,” a CDC spokeswoman said.

The CDC said it has also revised its rating for                                                           
the United States to “Level 3” from “Level 4.”

CDC Eases Travel Ban
On 110 Countries And

Territories Including Japan
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