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Derek Chauvin sentenced to 22-1/2 years in 
murder of George Floyd
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June 25 (Reuters) - A judge sen-
tenced former Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin to 22-1/2 
years in prison on Friday for the 
murder of George Floyd during 
an arrest in May 2020, video of 
which galvanized a national pro-
test movement against racism.

A jury found Chauvin, who 
is white, guilty on April 20 of 
unintentional second-degree 
murder, third-degree murder and 
second-degree manslaughter in 
the death of Floyd, a Black man. 
The verdict was widely seen as 
a landmark rebuke of the dis-
proportionate use of police force 
against Black Americans.

Chauvin’s sentence was one of 
the longest given a former police 
officer for using unlawful deadly 
force in the United States, Min-
nesota Attorney General Keith 
Ellison, whose office prosecuted 
the case, told reporters. Success-
ful prosecutions of police officers 
in such cases have been rare.

“Today’s sentencing is not justice 
but it is another moment of real 
accountability on the road to 
justice,” Ellison said outside 
the courtroom, calling on law 
enforcement leaders around the 
United States to see it as a mo-
ment for reform.

At the White House, U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden, who has spoken 
several times with the Floyd 
family, said the sentence seemed 
appropriate.

Both Floyd’s brother Rodney and 
his nephew Brandon Williams 
criticized the sentence as a “slap 
on the wrist.”

“We were served a life sentence,” 
Williams said outside the court-
house. “We can’t get George 
back.”
Before the sentence was handed 
down, Floyd’s brothers told the 
court of their anguish, Chauvin’s 
mother insisted on her son’s 
innocence, and Chauvin himself 
offered condolences to the Floyd 
family.

Hennepin County District Judge Peter 
Cahill said it was important to recog-
nize the pain of the Floyd family.

He acknowledged the global notoriety 
of the case only to say it would not 
sway him.
“I’m not basing my sentence on public 
opinion,” Cahill said. “I’m not basing 
it on the attempt to send any messag-
es. The job of a trial court judge is to 
apply the law to specific facts and to 
deal with individual cases.”

In a 22-page sentencing memorandum, 
Cahill gave weight to prosecution ar-
guments that Chauvin acted with cru-
elty and abused his position of author-
ity, aggravating factors that allowed 
him to give a harsher sentence than 
would be indicated by state sentencing 
guidelines for first-time offenders.

The hearing began with prosecutors 
asking several members of Floyd’s 
family to address the court. Floyd’s 
7-year-old daughter Gianna was first, 
appearing in a video recording.
Minnesota Judge Peter Cahill starts 
the sentencing hearing for former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin for Chauvin’s murder convic-
tion in April 2020 for second-degree 

murder, third-degree murder and second-de-
gree manslaughter in the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. June 
25, 2021 in a still image from video. Pool 
via REUTERS
Former Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin listens to the judge announce his 
sentence of twenty two and a half years 
in prison for the murder of George Floyd 
during Chauvin’s sentencing hearing in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, U.S. June 25, 2021 in a 
still image from video. Pool via REUTERS
Minnesota Judge Peter Cahill addresses the 
sentencing hearing for former Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin for the murder 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta, U.S. June 25, 2021 in a still image from 
video. Pool via REUTERS
Former Minneapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin listens to the judge announce his 
sentence of twenty two and a half years 
in prison for the murder of George Floyd 
during Chauvin’s sentencing hearing in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, U.S. June 25, 2021 in a 
still image from video. Pool via REUTERS
“I ask about him all the time,” she said in 
the video as Chauvin sat before the judge 
dressed in a gray suit and tie, a blue mask 
covering his nose and mouth. “My daddy 
always used to help me brush my teeth.” 
Asked what she would say to him if she 
could see him again, she said: “It would be I 
miss you and I love you.”

30 YEARS REQUESTED

Prosecutors had asked for a 30-year prison 
sentence, double the upper limit indicated in 
sentencing guidelines.

The defense had asked for probation and had 
unsuccessfully sought a retrial ahead of an 
expected appeal.

Video of Chauvin kneeling on the neck of the 
handcuffed Floyd for more than nine minutes 
on May 25, 2020 caused outrage around the 
world and the largest protest movement seen 
in the United States in decades.

Chauvin was helping arrest Floyd on suspicion 
of using a fake $20 bill.

Floyd’s brother Terrence Floyd addressed 
Chauvin directly during his victim impact 
statement in court.

“What was going through your head as you 
had your knee on my brother’s neck?” he 
asked. He told the judge he wanted the maxi-
mum sentence. “We don’t want to see no more 
slaps on the wrist. We’ve been through that 
already.”
Chauvin removed the mask he was wearing 
because of COVID-19 protocols to address the 
judge, saying he could not give a full state-
ment due to “additional legal matters.”

“But very briefly though, I do want to give 
my condolences to the Floyd family,” he said. 
“There’s going to be some other information 
in the future that would be of interest and I 
hope things will give you some peace of mind. 
Thank you.”

He did 
not 
elabo-
rate.

Chau-
vin’s 
moth-
er, 
Car-
olyn 

Pawlenty, told the judge her son had been 
unfairly portrayed as racist and said she would 
always believe he was innocent.

“Derek has played over and over again in 
his head the events of that day,” she said, her 
voice quavering at times. “I have seen the 
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

The collapse of a
Surfside condo
complex just north of
Miami Beach close to
midnight on Thursday
which landed on the
ground like a pancake
left at least four people
dead with more than
one hundred residents
still missing.

Hundreds of firefighters
and urban rescue
squads were working
on the scene. People
don’t understand how
the 40-year-old condo
could have suddenly
crumbled as its
residents slept in their
beds. The building was

home to a mix of white
collar and retired
people.

President Biden said
that he had spoken
with local officials and
FEMA was prepared to
assist as needed.
Biden said to the
people of Florida that,

“whatever help you
want, the federal
government can
provide.”

The record shows that
the condo was built in
1981 and CPI got it
up-to-date on its
required 40-year
recertification. It was
about to undergo
extensive repairs for its
rusted steel and
damaged concrete. But
it was too late.

We urge the federal
government to take
immediate action to
check all the
surrounding buildings
to make sure their
structures are in sound
condition.

We are sending our
deepest condolences
to all the victims and
their families and very
much appreciate all the
rescue teams that are
doing a great job.
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Tragedy In TheTragedy In The
Tourist ParadiseTourist Paradise

Editor’s Choice

A medical specialist wearing protective gear sits in an ambulance parked at the 
Pokrovskaya hospital in Saint Petersburg, Russia.  REUTERS/Anton Vaganov

Hindu married women offer prayers and tie a thread around a banyan tree during the festival of 
Vat Purnima, in Mumbai, India. REUTERS/Francis Mascarenhas

Oscar-winning British actor Tilda Swinton performs in “Embodying Pasolini” at the Mattatoio in 
Rome, Italy. REUTERS/Yara Nardi

Emergency crews respond to a 
partially collapsed residential 
building in the rain in Surfside, 
near Miami Beach Florida. 
REUTERS/Marco Bello

People form the foundation 
of a human tower during 
the first performance of 
Colla Joves Xiquets de 
Valls and Colla Vella Dels 
Xiquets de Valls after the 
coronavirus pandemic halt, 
at Blat square in Valls, 
Spain. REUTERS/ Albert 
Gea

Apple CEO Tim Cook poses for 
a photo as he walks around the 
new Apple Store on Broadway in 
downtown Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson
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“Smart.” “Hard-working.” “Nice.” Those 
were among the adjectives that respondents 
offered up in a recent poll when asked to 
describe Asian Americans.
The poll, conducted by the nonprofit Lead-
ing Asian Americans to Unite for Change 
(LAAUNCH), was another all-too-familiar 
reminder that Asian Americans are still per-
ceived as the “model minority.”
Since the end of World War II, this myth 
about Asian Americans and their perceived 
collective success has been used as a racial 
wedge — to minimize the role racism plays 
in the struggles of other minority groups, 
such as Black Americans.
Characterizing Asian Americans as a mod-
el minority flattens the diverse experiences 
of Asian Americans into a singular, narrow 
narrative. And it paints a misleading picture 
about the community that doesn’t align with 
current statistics.
Here’s a look at some common misconcep-
tions driven by the model minority myth.

Myth: Asian Americans are a single 
monolithic group

Currently, more than 22 million people 
of Asian descent live in the U.S., mak-
ing up approximately 7% of the nation’s 
population. They trace their heritage to 
different regions around the world, with 
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian 
descent making up the largest shares, 
though no group makes up a majority. 
More than 1.5 million Pacific Islanders, 
who descend from Micronesia, Melane-
sia or Polynesia, live in the U.S. as well.

ASIAN AMERICANS TRACE 
THEIR HERITAGE TO DIFFER-
ENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian de-
scent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset of 
countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be people 
outside of this classification who self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community 
Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR
Academics and activists trace the term “Asian American” 
to 1968, when students at the University of California, 
Berkeley, founded the Asian American Political Alliance. 
At the time, the group sought to unite students of Japanese, 
Chinese and Filipino descent to fight for political and social 
recognition.
“Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders” (AAPI) is a term 
that has its roots in the 1980s and ‘90s, when the U.S. 
Census Bureau used the “Asian Pacific American” clas-
sification to group Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders together. In 1997, the bureau disaggregated the 
categories into “Asian” and “Pacific Islander.”
Scholars and activists have critiqued both terms for mask-
ing differences in histories and needs among communities, 
as well as supporting the myth that Asian Americans are a 
monolithic group.
Within these regional groups, a huge variety of ethnicities 
exist within the Asian American community. People who 
identify their heritage as Chinese, Indian or Filipino make 
up the largest share.

MANY ETHNICITIES FALL UNDER THE 
ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA

Notes
Ethnicities with fewer than 100,000 people not shown. 
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian 
descent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset 
of countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be 
people outside of this classification who self-identify as 
Asian.
These numbers have risen rapidly in recent years. The 
Asian American population is the fastest-growing racial 
or ethnic group in the U.S., growing by 81% from 2000 
to 2019. The Hispanic population saw the second-fastest 
growth, at 70%, followed by Native Hawaiians and Pacific 

Islanders, at 60%. The white population grew by only 1% in that time.
Myth: Asian Americans are high earning and well educated

Asian Americans have a median household income of around $78,000 
a year, which is higher than the national median of about $66,000. 
However, that overall statistic obscures large differences among differ-
ent Asian-origin groups.
These economic disparities are partially driven by similar disparities in 
education levels among Asian Americans. The highest-earning groups 
— Indian American and Taiwanese American households — also have 
the highest levels of education, while the lowest-earning groups have 
comparatively lower levels of education.

Key Disparities In Income And Education Among 
Different Asian American Groups 

NOTES
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian descent as any-
one who traces their heritage to a subset of countries in the continent 
of Asia. But there may be people outside of this classification who 
self-identify as Asian.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR
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Celebrating Asian American And
Pacific Islander Heritage Month 

 Six Charts That Shed Light
On Images Of Asian

Americans Held By Many

By Connie Hanzhang Jin - NPR Writer 
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In fact, a 2018 Pew Research Center study 
found that Asian Americans were the most 
economically divided racial or ethnic group 
in the U.S., with Asian Americans in the top 
10th of the income distribution making 10.7 
times more than those in the bottom 10th.
Myth: Asian Americans immigrate to the 
U.S. in the “right” way
More than half of those who identify as 
Asian American and at least 17% of Pacific 
Islanders were born outside the U.S., ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau.
The Asian American community has the 
highest proportion of immigrants of any 
ethnic or racial group in the United States. 
Yet, Asian Americans are often overlooked 
in debates about immigration reform.
Asians have a wide range of reasons for 
immigrating to the U.S., including those 
coming as refugees or asylum-seekers. Out 
of the almost 11 million estimated undocu-
mented immigrants in the U.S., around 1.5 
million (14%) are from Asia, according to 
the Migration Policy Institute.
A LARGE NUMBER OF ASIANS IN 

AMERICA                ARE UNAUTHO-
RIZED IMMIGRANTS
Out of the top 10 most common ori-
gin countries for unauthorized immi-
grants in the U.S., an estimated one              
million people come from India, China 
or the Philippines.

Heightened immigration enforcement 
has also impacted Asian Americans. 
From 2015 to 2018, Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement arrested about 
15,000 immigrants from Asia, according 

to a report by the nonprofit Asian Amer-
icans Advancing Justice.
The report also found that Southeast 
Asian immigrants were three to four 
times more likely to be deported for 
old criminal convictions compared with 
other immigrant groups. Out of the ap-
proximately 16,000 Southeast Asians 
with final removal orders in that period, 
more than 13,000 had removal orders 
that were based on old criminal convic-
tions.

Myth: Asian Americans Face Less 
Systemic Racism And Discrimination
Since the coronavirus pandemic started, 
hate crimes and violence against Asian 
Americans have increased. In an April 
survey conducted by the Pew Research 
Center, 32% of Asian American adults 
— a greater percentage than any other 
racial or ethnic group — said that they 
feared someone might threaten or phys-
ically attack them.
ASIAN AMERICANS AND OTHER 

GROUPS REPORT NEGATIVE 
EXPERIENCES SINCE THE 
START OF THE PANDEMIC

Share of respondents who say each of 
the following has happened to them 
since the coronavirus outbreak because 
of their race or ethnicity.
NOTES
Asian American adults were inter-
viewed in English only. Sample does 
not include Pacific Islanders.
Source: Pew Research Center survey of 
U.S. adults conducted April 5-11.
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

In response, the House of Representatives 
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act on 
May 18. The bill would have the Justice 
Department appoint a point person to ex-
pedite the review of hate crimes related to 
COVID-19. It would also direct resources 
toward making the reporting of hate crimes 
more accessible.
Despite increased news coverage of vari-
ous attacks against Asian Americans and 
the upcoming legislation, the LAAUNCH 
survey, which was conducted between 
March 29 to April 14, found that 37% of 
white Americans were not aware of in-
creased incidents of hate crimes.
But anti-Asian bias and discrimination are 
not new to the pandemic. To understand 
the current climate, it’s important to look 
at historical context. In past periods of 
national tension, especially during times 
when the U.S. has been at war with Asian 
countries, anti-Asian racism has similarly 
risen.
Myth: Asian Americans are fairly repre-
sented in leadership positions
The recent LAAUNCH survey also found 
that almost half of Americans incorrectly 
believe that Asian Americans are over-
represented or fairly represented in senior 
positions within American companies, pol-
itics, media or other realms.
In reality, Asian Americans are underrepre-
sented in these positions of power, holding 
about 3% of these positions in comparison 
with composing 7% of the U.S. population, 
a report from The New York Times found 
last year.
More specifically, Asian Americans have 
the lowest degree of representation in polit-
ical office compared with any other racial 
or ethnic group.

Asian Americans Are The Most
Politically Underrepresented 

Group

When it comes to holding elected office, 
as of last year Asian Americans were 
underrepresented relative to their pop-
ulation by a differential of -85%. White 
people were overrepresented by 46%.

Asian Americans are even underrepresent-
ed in states with a high concentration of 
Asian American residents, like New York 
and California, according to a report by the 
Reflective Democracy Campaign.
Especially since the start of collective 
activism among Asian Americans in the 
1960s, Asian Americans have had a rich 
history of political activism and involve-
ment. But that history has not always trans-
lated to greater representation in political 
leadership.

One finding in the LAAUNCH survey 
may point to answers: 92% of Americans 
polled said they were comfortable with 
Asian Americans as doctors or friends, but 
only 85% said they were comfortable with 
an Asian American as a boss and 73% as a 
president of the United States.
Despite these perceptions, Asian Ameri-
cans are pushing forward. Asian Ameri-
cans increased their voter turnout rate by 
more than any other racial or ethnic group 
in the 2020 election and in part helped Joe 
Biden win Georgia. In that same year, 158 
Asian Americans ran for state legislatures, 
the highest number since the 2018 mid-
terms. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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INDIAN AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS ARE THE HIGHEST-EARNING               
GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $127,000 A YEAR.            
ON THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, BURMESE AMERICAN HOUSE-
HOLDS ARE THE LOWEST-EARNING GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSE-
HOLD INCOME OF $46,000 A YEAR.

Six Charts That Shed Light On Images
Of Asian Americans Held By Many
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