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2nd LD Writethru: Pentagon moves to man-
date COVID-19 vaccine for all U.S. military 
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The U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) said 
Monday that it is moving to mandate COVID-19 
vaccine for all military service members, fol-
lowing the full approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine announced earlier in the day by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA).

Pentagon spokesman John Kirby told a press 
conference that Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
is “prepared to issue updated guidance requiring 
all service members to be vaccinated,” adding 
that the move aims “to ensure the safety of our 
service members and promote the readiness of 
our force.”

A timeline for when troops must receive the shot 
will be provided in the coming days, according to 
Kirby, who previously said that once the vaccine 
mandate takes effect, “there could be adminis-
trative and disciplinary repercussions” for those 
who fail to receive it.

Earlier on Monday, the FDA granted its full 
approval to the Pfizer vaccine -- which previous-
ly was authorized only for emergency use -- in a 
much-anticipated move that’s expected to boost 
vaccinations across the nation, while clearing a 
potential hurdle for the Pentagon’s mandate.

Austin has said he has been waiting until after 
the FDA’s complete authorization for the vaccine 
to order mandatory vaccination for the country’s 
armed forces, or -- absent of the approval -- that 
he could move faster by seeking a waiver from 
President Joe Biden, who has directed the Penta-
gon chief to plan for adding the vaccine to the list 
of required vaccinations for the military.

Austin said in an Aug. 9 memo that the mandate 
will become effective no later than Sept. 15. The 
DOD now requires 17 inoculations for its ser-
vice members upon their entry in the military or 
before their overseas deployment.

The United States is currently experiencing the 
fourth wave of COVID-19 as the transmission 
of the highly contagious Delta variant flares up 
nationwide.

Members of the military, who live and work 
closely together in barracks and on ships, face a 
more acute danger of getting the virus, and any 
outbreak among men and women in uniform 
could be detrimental to the country’s national 
defense capability.

The DOD recorded the highest weekly 
COVID-19 death toll in the seven-day period 
from Aug. 11 to 18, during which five soldiers 
succumbed to the virus, bringing the total service 
member deaths to 34.

Kathy Hochul to be sworn in as New 
York State’s first female governor
New York State is set to have its first fe-
male governor starting from Tuesday as 
incumbent governor Andrew Cuomo’s 
resignation takes effect at the same time.

New York Lieutenant Governor Kathy 
Hochul would replace Cuomo as New 
York Governor until the term ends at the 
end of 2022.

Hochul would be sworn in shortly after 
midnight in a brief and private ceremony 
overseen by Janet DiFiore, chief judge 
of New York State, according to media 
reports.

Hochul plans to pick a lawmaker from 
New York City as the new lieutenant 
governor, according to a report by New 
York Times.

Hochul appointed two females as sec-
retary and counsel to the governor on 
Monday.

“As governor, I will assemble a strong 
team to turn the corner on the pandemic 
and serve the best interests of New York, 

whether it’s defeating COVID, getting 
more people vaccinated, or strengthen-
ing our economy,” said Hochul.

Hochul’s team is accepting appli-
cations for her administration and 
looking for qualified and hardworking 
individuals, according to a statement 
on the official website of New York 
State.

“We will need all hands on deck to 
refocus our efforts in helping to move 
the Chamber and our State forward 
while ensuring an inclusive, safe 
and supportive culture for everyone 
throughout State government,” read 
the statement.

Born in Buffalo, New York, Hochul 
served as a U.S. House representative 
from 2011 to 2013 and has been work-
ing as New York lieutenant governor 
since Jan. 1, 2015 in partnership with 
Cuomo.

“Kathy Hochul will become governor 
and I believe she will step up to the 

challenge. We all wish her success,” 
said Cuomo in his farewell speech 
on Monday.

Cuomo defended himself in the 
speech saying New York Attorney 
General Letitia James’s investiga-
tion report worked as a political 
firecracker and he is confident that 
the truth would be out in time.

Cuomo announced his resignation 
two weeks ago after a report by 
independent investigators appointed 
by James concluded that Cuomo 
sexually harassed multiple women 
from 2013 to 2020. 
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

We visited the Big Tree
at Rockport, Texas,
this weekend. It’s one
of the most famous live
oaks in the world. After
being named, “Texas
State Champion
Virginia Live Oak,” in
1969, the tree retained
that title until 2003
when a larger oak was
discovered in Brazoria
County, Texas. That
big tree is still thought
to be one of the largest
live oak specimens in
the United States. This
tree has survived a
category 4 hurricane
that hit Rockport on

August 25, 2017.

Many people came
here in the past to
worship and make a
wish for themselves.
With the huge tree
having lasted almost a
thousand years, we felt
that people's lives are
just so short to
compare with this tree.

Rockport is a such
beautiful town which is
located along the Gulf
Coast of Texas. There
is a rich history of
settlement on the bay
there, including Native

American and
European immigrants
and the present day
cities of Rockport,
Fulton and Aransas
Pass. A lot of seafood
including shrimp, fish,
oysters and crabs are
found in or near the
bay and up until today,
continue to support the
local economies.

When we walked along
the Rockport beach
with the clear water
and white sands, the
beach was calm, quiet

and very clean.

There are many fishing
piers along the bay and
people can fish and
picnic close to the piers.

Frankly, I have been in
Texas for more than
four decades and this
is the first time I have
discovered that we
have such wonderful
beaches and nature in
this small Texas city.

Today the COVID-19
virus is still attacking

our community. There
are many political
disputes that continue
around the world
today. We are so lucky
that we can be so
blessed by the Big
Tree and by the bay at
Rockport, Texas.

As an old saying goes,
“Life is too short to
enjoy.” I hope all of
us can fill our lives with
more pleasure and joy.
We also need to find
peace in this world.

0808//2323//20212021

““Big TreeBig Tree”” BlessingBlessing

Editor’s Choice

People watch as the waves crash around the Ocean Mist bar as Tropical Storm 
Henri approaches South Kingstown, Rhode Island.   REUTERS/Brian Snyder

An officer from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife gets ready to tranquillize a bear 
in Pasadena, California.  REUTERS/Mario Anzuoni

A U.S. Marine comforts an infant while they wait for the mother during an evacuation 
at Hamid Karzai International Airport, Afghanistan.  U.S. Marine Corps/Lance Cpl. 
Nicholas Guevara

A farewell speech by New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo is 
broadcast live on a screen in 
Times Square on his final day 
in office in Manhattan, New 
York City. REUTERS/Andrew 
Kelly

A baby is handed over to 
the American army over 
the perimeter wall of the 
airport for it to be evacuat-
ed, in Kabul, Afghanistan. 
OMAR HAIDARI/via 
REUTERS

Members of the far-right Proud 
Boys clash with counter-pro-
testers during rival rallies in 
Portland, Oregon.  REUTERS/
David Ryder
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Vaccines are delivered to Tanzania 
as part of the COVAX program.

(Photo/ UNICEF/Msirikale.)

A new wave of COVID-19 is engulfing many 
countries around the world primarily due to the 
increasingly prevalent and more transmissible 
Delta variant of the new coronavirus. With only 
a few regional exceptions, Delta is mounting a 
successful global attack. In Indonesia and other 
Asian countries, health systems are overwhelmed 
and running out of oxygen. Across Africa – from 
Tunisia in the north to South Africa – the virus 
is surging; recently, recorded deaths on the conti-
nent jumped 40% in one week alone. In Europe, 
plans to lift or relax lockdowns are being delayed 
or modified. And in countries like the US and the 
UK, a number of key COVID-19 metrics have 
started to increase after months of decline.
The Delta variant (first discovered in India), and 
other variants of concern including Beta (South 
Africa) and Gamma (Brazil), are confirming 
the critical need to vaccinate billions of people 
around the world – fast. In the race between vari-
ants and vaccines, we are falling behind. Failure 
to pick up the pace now will enable this virus to 
multiply and mutate to the point where future 
variants could outsmart our vaccines.

In the quest to vac-
cinate every citizen 
of the world against 
COVID-19, speed 
and strategy are key. 

It’s essential to think smartly about the impres-
sive armamentarium of vaccines at our dispos-
al and ensure we don’t squander any of these 
lifesaving assets. No single vaccine can con-
quer COVID-19 – we need many. Each vaccine 
should be deployed to the frontlines, targeted 
to where they can make the greatest impact so 
that no population is left behind. Above all, we 
need to follow through on vaccine delivery all 
the way from the supply depot to the last mile, 
turning every available vaccine dose into a vac-
cination in someone’s arm.
At Johnson & Johnson, it was precisely this 
kind of pandemic scenario that informed our 
selection of a single-dose vaccine that could 
be easily transported without the need for ul-
tra-cold refrigeration. Of course, no vaccine de-
veloper could have predicted how the original 
Wuhan strain of coronavirus would evolve, and 
whether their vaccines would hold up against 
emerging variants.
Recent research published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, along with a large re-
al-world study of health workers in South Af-
rica, suggests that the vaccine generates strong 
immune responses against Delta and other 
variants of concern. We now await results on 
protective efficacy from our large-scale clinical 
studies.

While get-
ting vaccine 
science right 
is never easy, 
vaccine de-
ployment on 

a global scale – in the middle of a pandemic 
– presents other challenges. Underscoring this, 
only slightly more than 1% of people in low-in-
come countries have received at least one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine. This has to change, not 
just for reasons of global equity, but because if 
we don’t get COVID-19 under control every-
where, we will not be able to end this pandemic 
anywhere.
How do we crack the challenge of global de-
ployment?
• Intensify international cooperation and 
cross-sector partnerships between industry, 
governments, health systems and civil society. 
Turning COVID-19 vaccines into vaccinations 
involves executing countless legal agreements, 
establishing no-fault compensation coverage 
for vaccine recipients, streamlining regulatory 

processes, overseeing technology transfers with 
production partners, setting up pharmacovig-
ilance systems, and coordinating closely with 
many global partners. This complex, multistep 
process, which normally takes years to com-
plete, must be compressed into weeks.
• The global community needs to get behind 
COVAX, the unprecedented initiative working 
to ensure that the world’s pandemic response 
includes concrete plans to enable access for 
lower-income countries, and vulnerable pop-
ulations including those in conflict and crisis 
environments. Governments with surplus vac-
cines should immediately ramp up their dose 
sharing via COVAX. Stockpiling vaccine sup-
plies will only prolong the pandemic. An exam-
ple to emulate is the United States government, 
which recently embarked on the largest vaccine 
donation programme undertaken by any coun-
try in history. 

• It involves the de-
ployment of three 
COVID-19 vaccines 
from different man-
ufacturers, and we’re 
proud to be part of it. 

So far, nearly 30 million doses of our vaccine 
have been donated to more than 30 countries 
across four continents – many through CO-
VAX. This is just a start: millions more doses to 
many more countries will follow.
• Maintain the free flow of the global vaccine 
supply chain. Many of today’s vaccines (not 
just for COVID-19) take shape in a multistep 
process involving suppliers and manufactur-
ers located across multiple countries and con-
tinents. From the raw materials (like bio-bags 
to make biologics), to large batches of vaccine 
drug substance, to the finished vials, we are 
working with world-class manufacturers from 
the US to Europe, India and South Africa to 
supply our vaccine to the global community. 
It is important for governments to resist pro-
tectionist policies such as export controls and 
restrictions, which ultimately only serve to 
delay vaccine shipments and other lifesaving 
medicines reaching their own citizens. We must 
work together to ensure equitable supply.

• Build on decades of innovation and science. 
When the coronavirus crisis started, Johnson 
& Johnson leveraged more than a decade of 
research and development investments in our 
vaccine platform technology. We leveraged this 

platform to develop our COVID-19 vaccine 
in just one year. We stand by our proprietary 
technology and believe in leveraging it for the 
global good. Expanding and accelerating vol-
untary technology transfers between vaccine 
developers and manufacturers, as we have done 
in India, South Africa and elsewhere, is the way 
forward. 
• Short term actions that undermine the value of 
intellectual property will only discourage the in-
novation we need to combat the next pandemic.
Ultimately, what we do now in the race 
against the variants will help to define not just 
how quickly the global community conquers 
COVID-19, but whether we are adequately 
prepared for the next pandemic. The principles 
of multilateral partnership, global equity, and 
unfettered rapid response must be at the heart 
of any pandemic preparedness blueprint for the 
future. 
Here’s what global progress on COVID-19 
vaccination looks like
Several COVID-19 vaccines have been ap-
proved or authorized, but rollout has been hin-
dered.

A health worker 
and a military po-
lice officer carry 
the AstraZeneca/
Oxford vaccine to 
an Indigenous hut 

in Manaus, Brazil, February 9, 2021. 
(Photo/REUTERS/Bruno Kelly)
• The World Economic Forum has created a 
visualization tracking country-by-country prog-
ress made on vaccination to date.
Countries around the world are racing to vacci-
nate their populations against COVID-19.
In order to reach herd immunity, it’s estimated 
that at least 60% of a population (and as much 
as 90%) must become immune thanks either 
to prior infection or vaccination. But as of 10 
February nearly 130 countries, with a collective 
population of 2.5 billion, had yet to administer a 
single vaccine dose.
While some 10 different COVID-19 vaccines 
have been approved or authorized for emer-
gency or limited use, the practical business of 
administering jabs has been hindered by staff-
ing and supply shortages, procurement hiccups, 
and geopolitics. Concerns have also been raised 
about equitable access for poorer countries and 
historically-marginalized communities.
But there have also been positive signs, includ-
ing Israel’s relatively swift rollout, an upwardly 
revised daily vaccination target in the US, and 
India’s distribution of free doses to countries in-
cluding Myanmar and Bangladesh.
The Convidecia vaccine developed in China 
may just require just one dose, for example, but 
the Pfizer-BioNTech version already approved 
for use in several countries and the Sputnik V 
vaccine developed in Russia are among those 
that call for two.

The second waypoint in the visualization pro-
vides a fuller picture of progress made so far, as 
each country with available data turns a dark-
er shade of green as the percentage of people 
receiving all doses prescribed by a vaccination 
protocol increases over time:
The discovery of new, potentially more deadly 
coronavirus mutations has added a sense of ur-
gency to efforts to contain the pandemic – while 
prompting the exploration of ways to redesign 
existing vaccines.
For more context, here are links to further read-
ing from the World Economic Forum’s Strate-
gic Intelligence platform:
• China and India are using the inoculation drive 
against COVID-19 as part of diplomatic efforts 
to shore up global and regional ties, accord-
ing to this analysis – which has led to a tussle 
playing out online and in the media. (Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute)
• In the US, tailored messaging efforts are un-
derway encouraging people particularly vul-
nerable to COVID-19 to get vaccinated – from 
communities of colour to migrant farmworkers. 
Among the aims, according to this report: giv-
ing people an empowering sense that they’re 
helping others. (Kaiser Health News)
• Is it safe to delay a second vaccine dose? Ac-
cording to this report, there’s some evidence 
that short waits are safe, but partial immuniza-
tion may help risky new coronavirus variants to 
develop. (Scientific American)

• A number of wealthy countries have pur-
chased far more vaccines than necessary (the 
UK, for example, has ordered 219 million full 
vaccinations for 54 million adults). This anal-
ysis suggests a way for excess doses to be re-
distributed to those in need. (The Conversation)
• Will your ability to travel depend on your 
vaccination status? According to this report, 
Israel and Greece have agreed on a tourism 
pact enabling people already vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to travel freely between the coun-
tries. (Courtesy weforum.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

• Just over 1% of people in low-income 
countries have received at least one dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine.
• In order to control the spread of COVID-19, 
we need a global effort to ensure no one is 
left behind in immunization campaigns.

Can Vaccines Win The             
Race Against COVID-19
 Variants? Yes, They Can.

Key Points
COVID-19 Variants Threaten 
To Undermine Global Vaccine                                              

Programs Unless We Accelerate 
The Pace Of Delivery.

COMMUNITY

The government says people who were 
vaccinated against COVID-19 eight 
months ago will need a booster. That de-
cision is based in part on blood tests that 
show antibody levels in vaccinated peo-
ple decline over time. Some of those tests 
were done at the University of Texas Med-
ical Branch in Galveston, Texas. 
Why there? In part because of the special 
facility that’s there, in part because of a 
test developed there and in part because of 
a personal relationship between an execu-
tive at Pfizer and a professor at the univer-
sity. The UTMB campus is a mix of old 
and new buildings near the north end of 
Galveston Island.
Virologist Pei-Yong Shi moved there 
six years ago from Singapore, where he 
worked for the drug company Novartis. 
He was drawn to Galveston because it has 
what’s called a BSL-3 facility, for bio-
safety level 3 — a special lab that allows 
researchers to safely work on dangerous 
viruses. At the start of last year, Shi had been 

working with the Zika virus. But when 

the coronavirus appeared, he asked the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion to send him a sample so he could 
work on that virus. It didn’t take long for 
the CDC to comply.
Shi remembers a call from a colleague.
 “He told me, ‘The virus is here.’ And 
that’s the day we started the work: 5 
o’clock, Feb. 11,” Shi says.
Glowing virus speeds up test
Shi planned to make a neutralization as-
say, a blood test that would show wheth-
er a particular drug or vaccine could stop 
the virus from infecting cells in the lab. 
A successful test wouldn’t be a guaran-
tee, but rather a good indication, that 
the same drug or vaccine would stop the 
virus from infecting people or making 
them sick.
To run the assay, you take cells grown in 
the lab (they happen to be cells that were 
original derived from monkey kidneys) 
and mix them with the coronavirus. Then 
you add serum from vaccinated people. 
If the serum contains antibodies to the 
virus, it will prevent the virus from in-
fecting the cells. If it doesn’t, the virus 
will infect the cells.
One of Shi’s tricks was to speed up this 
test by adding a fluorescent tag to the 
virus. If the cells became infected, they 
would glow. Shi started working on his 
assay as soon as the virus arrived. “We 
developed the system just 42 days later,” 
he says. “And then I remember March 26 
is the first contact with Pfizer.”

Pfizer, along with the German biotech 
company BioNTech, had developed a 
new kind of vaccine, and to test it, they 
urgently needed an assay like the one 
Shi’s lab had created.
“The key thing is that the [assay] re-
quires BSL-3 containment,” says Phil 
Dormitzer, chief scientific officer for vi-
ral vaccines at Pfizer. “At that time, we 
didn’t have it.”
But Shi did. And there was another factor 
working in favor of a collaboration. Be-
fore joining Pfizer, Dormitzer worked at 
Novartis, where he had worked with Shi 
on occasion. When Dormitzer found out 
that Shi had the right assay and the right 
facilities and could do the work, he was 
delighted.

“It is very good to work with someone 
you know and trust,” Dormitzer says.
Pfizer team arrives by helicopter
Pfizer was eager to see Shi’s setup. The 
company was about to commit to testing 
the vaccine in 40,000 people around the 
world, and Pfizer scientists wanted to be 
sure his assay was reliable. The collabo-
ration began in the spring of 2020, when 
commercial travel was difficult. Shi re-
members a whole crew from Pfizer ar-
rived by helicopter.
“They have their compliance people,” 
he says. “They have their assay people. 
They have their virology. They have 
their vaccine people.”
The blood samples Pfizer sends Shi are 
stored in a room down the hall from his 
office.
When they’re ready to run an assay with 
the samples, they take them to the BSL-3 
facility in a neighboring building.
You have to pass through two sets of air-
tight doors to reach the anteroom of the 
BSL-3 facility. The assay is done in the 
facility because of precautions to keep 
workers safe and to prevent the virus 
from leaking out into the world.

Researchers at the University of Tex-
as Medical Branch are helping to test 
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vac-
cine against coronavirus variants. 
(Photo/
Joao Paulo Burini/Getty Images) 
Shi has data to show they are declin-
ing. That’s part of the evidence that 
convinced federal health officials to 
announce this week that a booster shot 
is needed.
Shi says it would have been easier to 
make a decision about boosters if there 
were a precise cutoff line, a specific 
antibody level too low to be protective.
“But that cutoff line hasn’t been de-
fined yet in the field. So it’s every-
body’s guess,” Shi says.
The government is betting, though, 
that Shi’s results are telling us some-
thing important.
Pfizer, along with the German biotech 
company BioNTech, had developed a 
new kind of vaccine, and to test it, they 
urgently needed an assay like the one 
Shi’s lab had created.

“The key thing is that the [assay] re-
quires BSL-3 containment,” says Phil 
Dormitzer, chief scientific officer for 
viral vaccines at Pfizer. “At that time, 
we didn’t have it.”
Encouraging results support clinical 
testing
In early spring of last year, Pfizer be-
gan using this facility to test the blood 
of the first volunteers to get the com-
pany’s experimental vaccine. By July, 
Pfizer was encouraged enough by the 
results that it went ahead with clinical 
studies to show the vaccine was safe 
and effective. By December, the Food 
and Drug Administration authorized 
Pfizer’s vaccine for emergency use, 
and the company could start shipping 
it. Several companies were working on 
COVID-19 vaccines at the same time 
Pfizer was, and some of them also con-
tacted Shi. But he says he decided to 
work with Pfizer.
“If we want to make an impact, we 
cannot spread to help 10 companies. In 
the end, if that is the case, you don’t 
help anybody,” Shi says.
Shi continues to work with Pfizer, 
testing blood samples to see if they 
have antibodies that will work against 
the new viral variants. He has also 
been testing blood taken from people 
months after they were vaccinated to 
see if their antibody levels decline over 
time.

Shi has data 
to show they 
are declin-
ing. That’s 
part of the 
evidence that 
c o n v i n c e d 

federal health officials to announce 
this week that a booster shot is needed.
Shi says it would have been easier to 
make a decision about boosters if there 
were a precise cutoff line, a specific 
antibody level too low to be protective.
“But that cutoff line hasn’t been de-
fined yet in the field. So it’s every-
body’s guess,” Shi says.
The government is betting, though, 
that Shi’s results are telling us some-
thing important.
(Courtesy npr.org)
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UTMB Galveston Lab 
Performs Crucial Testing 

For Pfizer’s COVID Vaccine

UTMB Galveston

Virologist Pei-Yong Shi                                                                                                        
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