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COVID-19 lab leak theory driven by ideology,
not science: U.S. columnist
WASHINGTON, Aug. 28 (Xinhua) -- The lab leak theory to explain COVID-19’s origins is losing credence as
more findings are surfacing, Michael Hiltzik, a U.S. columnist with The Los Angeles Times, said on Thursday.

Claiming the virus leaked from a lab is not only a matter
of “conjectures,” but also probably wrong guesswork,
Hiltzik wrote in a column piece published in the newspaper.
“Virtually from the outset, the lab leak theory was driven
by ideology, not science,” Hiltzik said, citing multiple
new findings which point to it jumping from animals to
humans rather than being man-made.
One of the studies co-authored by 21 virologists from
the United States, Canada, Britain and other countries
concluded that, as Hiltzik quoted in the piece, “there is
currently no evidence that SARS-Cov-2 has a laboratory
origin.”
The lab leak theory has deceived many people exactly
because it applies the “vocabulary” of science as a technique targeting the susceptible public, he said.
That said, finding the virus’s origins is crucial for helping avoid another pandemic in the future, and focusing
on the wrong direction would waste global resources on
fruitless measures, he added

Pentagon says U.S. drone
strike kills 2 ISIS-K targets
Tanzania expresses disappointment over
Denmark's decision to shut down its
embassy
Source: Xinhua| 2021-08-29
01:49:22|Editor: huaxia
DAR ES SALAAM, Aug. 28 (Xinhua)
-- Tanzania on Saturday expressed disappointment over a decision by Denmark
to close its embassy in the east African
nation by 2024.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs and East
African Cooperation, Liberata Mulamula,
said in a statement that Tanzania looks
forward to continued bilateral cooperation with Denmark after the closure of its
foreign mission.
On Friday, the Danish government announced its intention to close its mission
in Tanzania in 2024, citing the adjustment of its international presence as one
of the reasons.
Mulamula said in the statement that Denmark's decision to close its mission has
come at a time when Tanzania is work-

ing hard to revive and strengthen diplomatic
relations with friendly countries, including
Denmark.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and East
African Cooperation released the statement
in Washington D.C. where Mulamula is in an
official visit.
According to the statement, on Friday Mulamula held a virtual meeting with Danish
Minister for Development Cooperation, Flemming Moller Mortensen.
Mulamula told the Danish minister that
Tanzania hopes that the Danish government
will continue to work with the east African
nation on various development issues, said
the statement.
According to the statement, the Danish minister assured Tanzania that Denmark will continue implementing financial commitments
already made to Tanzania and will continue
supporting efforts to strengthen trade, economic growth, democracy and the private
sector.
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Kabul Is Still In Chaos
“We will not forgive and we
will not forget. We will hunt
you down and make you pay.
”

Wealee@scdaily.com
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President Biden plans to call
the families of the thirteen U.
S. service members who
were killed near the Kabul
airport. In a statement the
president said, “My heart
aches for you. And I know
this--we have a continuing
obligation to all of you, the
families of those heroes. That
obligation is not
temporary--it lasts forever.”

S. troops and more than 90
Afghans.

days.
As President Biden said,

According to the United
Nations, this group has
launched 77 attacks just in
the first four months of 2021.
The group relies heavily on
suicide bombings.

Our commitment to helping
the Afghan people should not
end after we withdraw. That is
another important issue.
Afghanistan can easily
become an incubator of
terrorism. As the longest U.S.
war, we lost more than 2,300
troops and at a cost of more
than $2 trillion dollars. After
two decades, the extremist
group is back in power. The U.
S. and the world now need to
decide what kind of
relationship they will have
with Afghanistan.

The situation in Kabul shows
that Afghanistan remains
complex and severe. The U.
S. still wants to withdraw from
Afghanistan by end of this
month, but President Biden
still worries that other attacks
could be possible in the final

A group called ISIS-k claimed
they are responsible for the
deadly bombing attack
outside the Kabul airport on
Thursday that killed thirteen U.

Editor’s Choice
A protester reacts as Canada’s
Liberal Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau arrives at his election
campaign tour in Nobleton, Ontario, Canada August 27, 2021.
REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

A protester holds a sign as Canada’s Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
waves at his election campaign tour in Nobleton, Ontario, Canada August 27,
2021. REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

Protesters react as Canada’s Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (not pictured)
campaigns in Bolton, Ontario, Canada August 27, 2021. REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

WARNING: THIS GALLERY CONTAINS GRAPHIC CONTENT: A U.S. Marine assists at
a checkpoint during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport, Kabul, Afghanistan,
August 26, 2021. U.S. Marine Corps/Staff Sgt. Victor Mancilla/Handout via REUTERS

Wounded Afghan men receive
treatment at a hospital in Kabul,
August 27. REUTERS/Stringer

A U.S. Marine assists at
a checkpoint during an
evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport,
Kabul, August 26, 2021.
U.S. Marine Corps/Staff
Sgt. Victor Mancilla/Handout via REUTERS
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New Study: The Delta Variant
Is Super Contagious

The numerals in this illustration show the main mutation sites of the delta variant of the coronavirus, which is likely the most contagious version.
Here, the virus’s spike protein (red) binds to a receptor on a human cell
(blue). Juan Gaertner/ Science Source
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
After months of data collection, scientists
agree: The delta variant is the most contagious version of the coronavirus worldwide. It
spreads about two to three times faster than the
original version of the virus, and it’s currently
dominating the outbreak in the United States,
responsible for more than 80% of COVID cases.
A new study, published online this month,
sheds light on why. It finds that the variant
grows more rapidly inside people’s respiratory
tracts and to much higher levels, researchers at
the Guangdong Provincial Center for Disease
Control and Prevention reported. On average,
people infected with the delta variant had about
1,000 times more copies of the virus in their
respiratory tracts than those infected with the
original strain of the coronavirus, the study reported.
In addition, after someone catches the delta
variant, the person likely becomes infectious
sooner. On average, it took about four days for
the delta variant to reach detectable levels inside a person, compared with six days for the
original coronavirus variant.

In the study, scientists analyzed COVID-19
patients involved in the first outbreak of
the delta variant in mainland China, which
occurred between May 21 and June 18 in
Guangzhou, the capital of Guangdong province. The researchers measured the levels of
virus in 62 people involved in that outbreak
and compared them with the levels in 63 patients infected in 2020 with an early version
of the virus.
Their findings suggest that people who
have contracted the delta variant are likely
spreading the virus earlier in the course of
their infection.
And the scientists underscore the importance of quarantining immediately for 14
days after coming into contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19, as the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommends.
Or even better, getting fully vaccinated.
Preliminary data shows that in some U.S.
states, 99.5% of COVID-19 deaths in the
past few months were among people who
weren’t vaccinated, said CDC director Dr.
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Rochelle Walensky at a White House press
conference in early July. And 97% of those
currently hospitalized with COVID-19 are
unvaccinated, according to Walensky.
“We know that the delta variant ... is currently surging in pockets of the country with low
vaccination rates,” Walensky said. “We also
know that our authorized vaccines prevent
severe disease, hospitalization and death
from the delta variant.”

Even though the variant is more transmissible, initial hospital data shows that it doesn’t
increase the risk of hospitalization compared
to other strains, says Dr. Monica Gandhi, who
studies infectious diseases at the University
of California San Francisco. (Courtesy npr.
org)
Related
Where Are People Most Vulnerable To
The Delta Variant?
The patchwork nature of the coronavirus vaccination campaign in the United States has
left people in many parts of the country still
vulnerable to the virus and the fast-spreading
Delta variant. Even areas with high vaccine
uptake or those that were hit hard in previous
waves of the pandemic could see new outbreaks if vaccination rates do not increase, an
analysis conducted for The New York Times
shows.
Estimates developed by PHICOR, a public
health research group, suggest that more than
40 percent of U.S. residents may not be sufficiently protected against the Delta variant
Some of the least-protected areas, like counties in southern Missouri and northern Arkansas, are currently facing large outbreaks. In
Taney County, Mo., where only 28 percent
of residents are fully vaccinated, the average
number of daily reported cases is higher than
ever, and hospitals in the area are seeing a
surge of Covid-19 patients.
In other areas of the country, vaccination rates
are as high as 70 to 80 percent. But researchers say it is likely that few if any counties
have reached herd immunity — or the point
at which enough people are immune that the
virus is unlikely to spread within the community. Because the Delta variant is more contagious, that threshold is higher than before.
That means much of the
country is still susceptible to the kind of rapid
spread that can put stress
on hospitals and lead to

worse outcomes for patients. The best protection for every community, experts say, is
to continue to vaccinate as many people as
possible.
“Small increases in vaccination coverage
can make a significant difference in terms of
cutting down the number of cases” overall,
said Bruce Y. Lee, a professor at the City University of New York who leads the PHICOR
research effort. “If you get higher in terms of
immunity, it can slow down the virus.”
The PHICOR estimates, which combine
vaccination rates with estimates of immunity
from prior infection, show that more than 98
percent of U.S. residents live in counties
where less than 70 percent of the population
is immune. And 82 percent of people live in
counties with less than 60 percent immunity.
To arrive at a risk level for each county, PHICOR researchers adjusted national estimates
of Covid underreporting to approximate the
true number of cases in each county. That
totals about 128 million cases nationally —
nearly four times the number of reported
cases.
The researchers combined those case estimates with vaccination rates in each county
and adjusted the figures to account for Delta’s
ability to evade natural defenses. The result is
an estimate of the total number of people in
each county with immunity to the virus, and
an estimate of those who are still susceptible
to infection. These estimates were developed
before the release of an internal C.D.C. report
raising the possibility that fully vaccinated
people who contract the Delta variant could
spread the virus as easily as unvaccinated
people.
Even areas with
high vaccination
rates might still
have pockets of
vulnerability. And
in all counties,
children under the age of 12 are not eligible
to be vaccinated, making it easy for the disease to continue to spread as children return
to school.
PHICOR is one of several research groups
attempting to model the trajectory of the pandemic and where the virus might spread next.
Jeffrey Shaman, an epidemiologist at Columbia University, leads a research group that has
produced its own estimates and found fewer
vulnerable people than PHICOR overall.
Dr. Shaman’s model showed broadly similar
regional patterns, though measures of vulnerability varied by county because of the different methodology his team used. Overall,
he agreed that most of the country remains
vulnerable to the Delta variant, though he
noted that some areas are more at risk of a
large outbreak than others.
“The areas with the higher susceptible pools

will grow at a faster rate,” Dr. Shaman said.
“You’ll see a greater explosion of cases, it
will peak at a higher number, and the overall
number of people infected will be larger.”
Forecasts compiled by the CDC on average
project that the number of new cases and
deaths will continue to rise in the coming
weeks now that Delta is the dominant form of
the virus in the United States. That may mean
a return to preventative measures like mask
wearing for vaccinated people in some areas,
given the uncertainty about breakthrough infections.

“In communities where we are starting to
see real concerning surges in hospitalizations
and cases, even vaccinated people need to be
doing their part to slow transmission in the
community as a whole,” said Lauren Ancel
Meyers, an epidemiologist at the University
of Texas at Austin and director of the U.T.
Covid-19 Modeling Consortium.
There are some positive signs: A majority of
adults over 65 have been vaccinated in most
counties, offering strong protection against
the worst outcomes for one of the most atrisk groups. And despite the recent rise in
cases, the number of new Covid deaths has
remained low. But the pace of vaccination
has slowed by more than 80 percent since its
peak in April, and more than half of people in
the United States live in counties where most
people remain unvaccinated.
Although breakthrough infections are rare,
experts say vaccinated people living around
large unvaccinated populations may be more
susceptible to these infections because they
are more likely to encounter the virus in the
event of an outbreak.

“Every time you go out, there’s a chance that
you might encounter someone who is not
vaccinated and possibly infected with the virus,” Dr. Meyers said. “The more people who
are vaccinated, the less likely that becomes.”
The disparate levels of defense across the
country pose a further challenge to controlling the pandemic. “If you have the virus
still locally circulating in certain areas, it raises the probability of another variant emerging,” Dr. Lee said. (Courtesy https://www.
nytimes.com/)

COMMUNITY
Are COVID-19 Vaccine
Mandates Also Human
Rights Violations?

Will full regulatory approval of Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine in the US mean
the push for more mandates will intensify?
(Photo/ REUTERS/Stephen Zenner – RC2I6P9G654A)
Key Points

Experts say vaccine mandates are not human rights violations because everyone
has a fundamental right to be protected from the spread of the disease.
Tensions have increased recently as more vaccine mandates are implemented.
These measures are often a response to flatlining vaccination rates and might
see an uptick now that full regulatory approval of Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine has
been given in the US.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The French strongman Napoleon managed to bend most of Europe to his will,
yet when it came to smallpox he could
merely encourage his compatriots to get
immunized against the deadly disease as
a civic duty.
In some ways, not much has changed.
Governments and private-sector employers around the world have pressed
those fortunate enough to have access to
COVID-19 vaccines to take them – sometimes with targeted mandates, but often
only with civic-minded prompts similar
to Napoleon’s.
The push for more mandates has intensified recently, however, as vaccination rates
in many places plateau. Full regulatory
approval of Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine in
the US is expected to trigger a cascade of
mandates in that country, the French government has sought to make vaccination
virtually unavoidable this summer with
rules and mandates, the UAE requires it
for students returning to classrooms, and

companies including Google have started compelling employees to get jabbed
before coming to the office.

The measures help keep people safe. But
they’ve also touched a nerve.
A nationwide protest against vaccine
mandates and other rules in France

drew nearly 240,000 people earlier this
month, businesses have sued to overturn
New York City’s vaccine mandate for
public places like restaurants, and a debunked video purporting to show Australian police forcing vaccinations on
people has circulated on social media.
Some argue COVID-19 vaccine mandates are human rights violations. Not
really, say experts on actual human
rights violations.
In fact, some point to the more fundamental right of everyone to be protected
from COVID-19 – particularly as the
Delta variant continues to proliferate
primarily among the unvaccinated.

In the mid-19th century, the British government made vaccination against smallpox compulsory. Local Anti-Vaccination
Leagues were formed in response, brandishing the same hesitancy and uneven
understanding of the science that recur
among anti-vaccination activists today.
In many ways, not much is new.
Yet, some things do seem to have
changed in recent decades.
When a successful polio vaccine candidate was announced in 1953, it made
its developer a minor celebrity; parents
quickly sought it out for their children
without needing coercion. Seven years
later, Time magazine’s “Man of the

Year” was awarded to “US Scientists.”
But then science became intertwined
with the Cold War and government secrecy. Laboratories were bombed, a

superfluous and flawed swine flu vaccination effort left dozens of people with
a rare neurological disorder, and Soviet
disinformation about the origin of AIDS
– an epidemic that claimed hundreds
of thousands of lives last year – spread
around the world. Seeds of doubt were
sown everywhere.

So, mandating COVID-19 vaccines may
certainly seem like an attractive option
to help stem the spread of the disease,
as long as everyone affected has equal
access (and credible exemptions are
possible).
But perhaps a more foundational effort
is necessary to rebuild trust in science
– potentially making mandates unnecessary.
Dan Rather
@DanRather
Aug 18
Wear a mask. Get a shot.
Might need a booster.
Grave sacrifices to personal freedom? Really??? It’s not as if
we’re asking you to storm the beaches
at Normandy. It’s the bare minimum to
help save your life and maybe the lives
of others - including children. Smdh.
For more context, here are links to further reading from the World Economic
Forum’s Strategic Intelligence platform:
• Incentives to take COVID-19 vaccines
in India, like subsidized property taxes
and discounted restaurant meals, have
shown promise, according to this piece.
Still, less than 10% of the population is
fully vaccinated due to hesitancy and
shortages. (The Conversation)
• “No one wants to feel ashamed or belittled because they’re not doing something.” Programs in rural America that
traditionally helped farmers are now
educating the public about COVID-19
vaccines, according to this piece, and
much of the work involves listening.
(Kaiser Health News)
• The large crowds gathered to protest
COVID-19 vaccine requirements suggest hesitancy may be more common
in Europe than survey results indicate,
according to this piece – which traces
some of the region’s anti-vaccination
history. (Institut Montaigne)

• Vaccination rates among pregnant
women have lagged, but this survey of
more than 17,000 pregnant and lactating women who received COVID-19
vaccines showed they didn’t experience symptoms more severe than their
non-pregnant counterparts. (Science
Daily)
• “Everybody I know is pissed off.” Vaccinated Americans are losing patience
with their unvaccinated compatriots
as the number of new daily infections
in the country surge, according to this
piece. (The Atlantic)
• How vaccine mandates are helping
companies: according to this analysis
they’re a step firms can take to “internalize the externality” imposed by the
non-vaccinated outside their walls, and
control the spread of the virus. (Knowledge@Wharton)

•People infected long ago with SARS
have generated particularly powerful
antibody responses when vaccinated
against COVID-19, according to this
study, raising hopes that vaccines can be
developed to fully protect against new
coronavirus variants. (Nature) (Courtesy
weforum.org)

