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Facebook to change rules on attacking 
public figures on its platforms
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Oct 13 (Reuters) - Facebook 
Inc(FB.O) will now count activists 
and journalists as “involuntary” 
public figures and so increase 
protections against harassment and 
bullying targeted at these groups, 
its global safety chief said in an 
interview this week.
The social media company, which 
allows more critical commentary 
of public figures than of private in-
dividuals, is changing its approach 
on the harassment of journalists 
and “human rights defenders,” who 
it says are in the public eye due to 
their work rather than their public 
personas.
Facebook is under wide-ranging 
scrutiny from global lawmakers 
and regulators over its content 
moderation practices and harms 
linked to its platforms, with inter-
nal documents leaked by a whis-
tleblower forming the basis for a 

U.S. Senate hearing last week.

How Facebook, which has about 
2.8 billion monthly active users, 
treats public figures and content 
posted by or about those figures has 
been an area of intense debate. In 
recent weeks, the company’s “cross 
check” system, which the Wall Street 
Journal reported has the effect of 
exempting some high-profile users 
from usual Facebook rules, has been 
in the spotlight.
Facebook also differentiates between 
public figures and private individuals 
in the protections it affords around 
online discussion: for instance, users 
are generally allowed to call for the 
death of a celebrity in discussions on 
the platform, as long as they do not 
tag or directly mention the celebrity. 
They cannot call for the death of a 
private individual, or now a journal-
ist, under Facebook’s policies.

The company 
declined to share 
a list of other 
involuntary public 
figures but said 
they are assessed 
on a case-by-case 
basis. Earlier this 
year, Facebook said 
it would remove 
content celebrating, 
praising or mocking 
George Floyd’s 
death, because he 
was deemed an 
involuntary public 
figure.

Facebook’s Global 
Head of Safety Antigone Davis said 
the company was also expanding the 
types of attacks that it would not allow 
on public figures on its sites, as part of 
an effort to reduce attacks dispropor-

tionately faced by women, people of 
color and the LGBTQ community.

Facebook will no longer allow 
severe and unwanted sexualizing 
content, derogatory sexualized 

photoshopped images or drawings or 
direct negative attacks on a person’s 
appearance, for example, in com-
ments on a public figure’s profile.

A 3D-printed 
Facebook logo 
is seen placed 
on a keyboard 
in this illus-
tration taken 
March 25, 
2020. REU-
TERS/Dado 
Ruvic/Illustra-
tion

Clemence Youth Foundation Charity Golf Event Birdies 
for PTSD Camp Hope         
By: Olivia Zhang, Jessica Wang, Alyssa Wang

Clemence Youth Foundation serves 
as an outreach for youth to help 
build character, take ownership in 
striving to pursue their dreams, and 
provide them the necessary tools 
in becoming a person valuable to 
society. On this day, 10/09/21, the 
Clemence Youth Foundation orga-
nized a golfing event to raise money 
for veterans suffering from PTSD. 
Participants donated money and 
received golfing instructions from 
volunteer coaches. 

 Special thanks to CYF Vice Presi-
dent Mr. Xiao Jing and CYF Youth 
Leader Ted for leading and guiding 
the organization for today’s event. 
Furthermore, great thanks to coaches 
Maye, Ted, James, Nathan, Yongq-
ing Lu, Jun Li, Jie Zhu, Mingbuo 
He, and all the parent volunteers 
who helped onsite.

Ms. Jingjing Clemence, CYF chair-
man and founder, along with Ted, 

CYF Junior Golf Coach representa-
tive, will donate the proceeds of this 
event to Camp Hope of the PTSD 
Foundation of America, a residen-
tial program supporting veterans 
suffering from PTSD to help them 
recover and build a better communi-
ty. Our campaign was supported by 
Layne Ricks, general manager of the 
golf club. This event 
not only allowed us 
to have a fun learn-
ing experience with 
volunteer coaches but 
also helped donate to 
charity. For veterans 
that develop PTSD 
after coming home 
from battlefields, these 
charities provide a 
safer and calmer space 
for them to reduce the 
suicide rate. 

 The Clemence Youth Foundation 
Autumn Charity Golf event took 

place at Meadowbrook Farms Club 
with foundation members learning 

to play golf with volunteer coaches. 
As the coaches taught everyone these 

basic techniques and skills, the 
golfers were able to learn and 
have fun. For many participants, 
this was their first time playing 
golf. The coaches were able to 
wonderfully assist in this sport 
while inspiring youths to engage 
in this activity. This significant 
golfing event allowed each and 
every one of the participants to 
get involved and improve their 
skills while having a joyful time 
under the shining sun. 

Today’s event was a meaningful 
experience for everyone who 
participated. Event participants 
enjoyed a morning on the golf 
course learning, practicing, and 

having fun. Not only that, they 
contributed to an important cause 
by participating in this fundrais-
er and learning about PTSD in 
veterans. The youth coaches that 
organized the event utilized their 
leadership skills to ensure every-
one learned a lot and enjoyed the 
experience. All in all, this Clem-
ence Youth Foundation Autumn 
Charity Golf event was a total 
success. We welcome any youth 
leaders to join our organization, 
make a meaningful impact on our 
society, and have fun!
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Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

Today Houston Sport Authority 's Chris
Massey and Michael Brown from the
International Table Tennis Federation
came to visit the Southern News TV
studio along with members of the media
from the local Asian and international
organizations. Both of them are talking
about the upcoming table tennis world
championship event that will take place
at the Houston George R. Brown
Convention Center on November 23rd to
30th.

Included at the event news conference
were Mr. Kenneth Li, Chairman of the
Southwest District, President Bin Yu of
the Asian Chamber of Commerce and
Attorney James Shu. All of them are
going to support the event, especially
because this is the fiftieth anniversary of
“ping pong diplomacy.” Starting
in1971, this was the first time the door

was opened for the U.S. and China to
have normal international relations.

We are so glad that this event is being
held in America at this very touching
time. We all hope this “people to people
” sport of ping pong will lead to more
peace between our countries. We really

need to understand more about each
other.

We as members of the news media will
take this opportunity to televise the event
through social media and TV so many
people all over the world can watch the
competitions.

In our district we also are planning to put
up a banner welcoming the
championship, the participants and all
those visitors who will come to Houston
from all over the world for this historic
event.

Houston – We are ready!

1010//1313//20212021

We Are Ready To Welcome TheWe Are Ready To Welcome The
Ping Pong World ChampionshipPing Pong World Championship

Editor’s Choice

Blue Origin’s rocket New Shepard blasts off carrying Star Trek actor William 
Shatner, 90, on billionaire Jeff Bezos’s company’s second suborbital tourism 
flight as part of a four-person crew near Van Horn, Texas. REUTERS/Mike 
Blake

Participants of the honeycomb toffee game are pictured at the Korean Cultural Center, in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. REUTERS/Vidhyaa Chandramohan

Brita Filter and supporters of reproductive choice take part in the nationwide Women’s March, 
held after Texas rolled out a near-total ban on abortion procedures and access to abortion-in-
ducing medications, in Manhattan, New York, October 2, 2021. REUTERS/Caitlin Ochs

A man sits on his balcony amid 
a sea of balconies at an apart-
ment building in Arlington, 
Virginia, October. REUTERS/
Kevin Lamarque

French President Emman-
uel Macron gestures as he 
meets with Tajik President 
Emomali Rahmon (not 
seen) at the Elysee Palace 
in Paris, France. REU-
TERS/Gonzalo Fuentes

Brian Cox poses while attending 
the premiere of the third season 
of “Succession” in Manhattan. 
REUTERS/Andrew Kelly
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A recent paper examining existing evi-
dence argues that SARS-CoV-2 infection 
might increase the risk of long-term neu-
rological problems, including cognitive 
decline and dementia. Nearly 1 year after 
the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, was 

million. Although a number of vaccines 
have been approved, the rollout will take 
time. In the meantime, researchers contin-
ue studying COVID-19 in an attempt to 
slow the spread and reduce severe symp-
toms.                                                                                                                                  
A recent perspective article, which appears 
in Alzheimer’s & Dementia: The Journal 
of the Alzheimer’s Association, reviews re-
search into past viral illnesses, including 

The authors believe the research indicates 
COVID-19 could cause a lasting effect on 
the brain.

Other scientists are trying to piece to-
gether a picture of what life may look 
like in the long run for someone who has 

had COVID-19.
Neurotropic viruses
Scientists consider the SARS-CoV-2 
virus a “neurotropic” virus, because 
it can enter nerve cells. Neurotrop-
ic viruses include the mumps, rabies, 
and Epstein-Barr viruses. While some 
neurotropic viruses cause milder symp-
toms, others can cause swelling in the 
brain, paralysis, and death.

-
ic and similar in structure to the nov-
el coronavirus. As such, researchers 
looked at these viruses to try to gain in-
sight into what type of long-term effects 
to expect in people who have recovered 
from COVID-19. Dr. de Erausquin, who 
is a neurology professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science Center at 
San Antonio, explains: “Those respira-
tory viruses included H1N1 and SARS-
CoV. The SARS-CoV-2 virus, which 
causes COVID-19, is also known to 
impact the brain and nervous system.”

have been associated with brain disor-
ders,” says lead author Dr. Gabriel A. 
de Erausquin.
According to the scientists, an elevated 
risk of Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, and mental health problems 
could potentially be connected to these 

Importance of neurological symptoms
Some people with COVID-19 do not 
experience any symptoms, while others 
have symptoms ranging from mild to se-
vere.
Some of the hallmark symptoms include: 

-
ing. Additionally, an estimated 15–25% 
of people with the viral illness may have 
neurological symptoms, including: loss 
of sense of taste and smell, altered men-
tal state and headache. To enter cells, 
SARS-CoV-2 binds to ACE2 receptors 
on cell membranes. The olfactory bulb, 
which is the part of the brain receiving 
sensations of smell, harbors a high con-
centration of these receptors. The olfac-
tory bulb also has strong connections to 
the hippocampus — the area responsible 
for memory.

While losing the sense of smell may 
-

portant, since it is tied directly to 
brain function.
According to Dr. de Erausquin, “The 
trail of the virus, when it invades the 
brain, leads almost straight to the hippo-
campus.” “That is believed to be one of 
the sources of the cognitive impairment 
observed in COVID-19 patients. We sus-
pect it may also be part of the reason why 
there will be an accelerated cognitive de-
cline over time in susceptible individu-
als,” he adds.
Among severe neurological issues 
during SARS-CoV-2 infection, patients 

-

mation in the brain, and seizures.
Lasting impact of COVID-19
COVID-19 can cause severe damage to 
the lungs, and that damage can be irre-
versible. However, according to the au-
thors’ research, it appears that the possi-
ble fallout from COVID-19 may extend 
far beyond lung damage.
The authors write that “respirato-
ry problems due to SARS-CoV-2 are 
thought to be due in part to brain stem 
dysregulation, as are possibly some of 
the gastrointestinal symptoms.”
Based on the idea that COVID-19 can 
cause damage to the brain, it is possi-
ble that people who have had the novel 
coronavirus but were either asymptom-
atic or experienced mild symptoms may 
face problems down the road. However, 
because COVID-19 is a new disease, sci-
entists will need to carry out longer-term 

“As the Alzheimer’s & Dementia article 
points out, the under-recognized medi-
cal history of these viruses over the last 
century suggests a strong link to brain 
diseases that affect memory and behav-
ior,” comments Dr. Maria C. Carrillo, 

Alzheimer’s Association chief science 
-

by capitalizing on the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s global reach and reputation to 
bring the research community together 
to illuminate COVID-19’s long-term 
impact on the brain,” says Dr. Carrillo. 
(Courtesy medicalnewstoday.com)
Related

Stanford Researchers Develop Sin-
gle-Dose Nanoparticle Covid-19 Vac-
cine That Doesn’t Need Cold Storage

Researchers have successfully tested a 
nanoparticle Covid-19 vaccine which, 
as yet, doesn’t appear to have any of the 

side effects or distribution issues plagu-
ing the current generation of vaccines in 
use. The scientists at the lab of Stanford 
University biochemist Peter S. Kim were 
already working on vaccines for the likes 

when the coronavirus pandemic hit, and 
they quickly channeled all of their ef-

team has already produced and tested a 
promising new vaccine which could pro-
vide the solution to many of the issues 
frustrating global vaccination efforts. 
Nanoparticle vaccines are often just as 
effective as their virus-based counter-
parts, while encountering fewer of the 
drawbacks.  For example, nanoparticle 
vaccines can be produced faster, don’t 
require the extensive cold storage sup-
ply chain for delivery to immunization 
centers, are less likely to produce side 
effects, and can be produced at a lower 
cost, if all goes to plan.  
Early results from vaccine tests on mice 
indicate that Stanford’s nanoparticle in-
oculation may grant immunity after just 
one dose. (Courtesy rt.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

COVID-19: Research Points To
Long-Term Neurological Effects

COMMUNITY

The Alief Neighborhood Center combines 
three City of Houston departments (Li-
brary, Parks, & Health) to create a civic 
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37-
acre urban park. Raised out of the flood-
plain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’ 
frames a space for the diverse community 
to come together, share ideas, and express 
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is 
a model for resilient design in a post-hur-
ricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’ 
for those seeking shelter from the storm.                                                                                                                                        
BUILDING AWARDS-                                                                                                                
Rethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire 
will combine a health clinic, commu-
nity center and library into one space. 
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre 
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hen-
nington-Alief Regional Library at 7979 
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing 
community center, both of which are ag-
ing. It also will replace the area’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children Center, which 
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.                                                                                                                              
City council passed one item appropriat-
ing $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to 
begin construction on the new center, and 
another item giving Manhattan Constric-
tion $100,000 for construction manage-
ment services. 
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is ele-
vated over a parking area providing con-
venient access to the building programs di-
rectly above. Health Department programs 
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes 

Aw a r e n e s s 
N e t w o r k ) 
that pro-
vides sup-
port for a 
variety of 
chronic ill-
nesses, and 
a Senior 
Center. The 
Parks De-
p a r t m e n t 
p r o g r a m s 
include a 
f u l l - s i z e 
competition 
g y m n a s i -
um with a 
p e r i m e t e r 
e l e v a t e d 
w a l k i n g 
track above, 
a commu-
nity fitness 
center and 
spaces to 
support youth after-school and summer 
programs. 

The library, located on the second 
floor, and accessed through a grand 
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains 
light-filled stack-space and reading 

areas with expansive views both to the 
park to the south and to the existing 
grove of preserved trees on the north. 
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s 
technology-rich TechLINK youth mak-
er-doer program contains spaces for col-
laboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s 
area, music recording studio, virtual 
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a 
maker space. 

Site amenities include a competition 
soccer field, two full-size practice 
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fast-
paced soccer played on a hard-surfaced 
smaller court) baseball field, skate 
park, tennis courts, children’s play-
ground, outdoor swimming pool facil-
ity, community gardens, a marketplace 
venue, and outdoor event space areas.                                                                                                 
The Alief Neighborhood Center is 

scheduled to open in early 2022.             

The Mission Of The Alief 
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health          

To Create A Heart For Civic Engage-
ment

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!
                                                                        

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

New Alief Neighborhood  Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area 

Sponsored by the ITC Commu-
nity Empowerment Organization 
with the collaboration of the SE-
ONE Corporation, the Communi-
ty Resource Center opens its door 
on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, at the 
Southern News Group building. 
The mission of the Community 
Resource Center is to serve as a 
“one stop-shop” for the under-
served minority population in 
the southwest area of Houston. 
The Center will provide members 
of the community with informa-
tion that will empower them to 
improve their quality of life and 
to also serve as a way for partic-
ipants to access the rich pool of 
resources available to them.

Southern News Group, Houston, Texas

Members of the community who 
have questions about any of the 
variety of issues the Center will 
address are encouraged to sched-
ule interviews with the Center. 
The Center will link the person 
with a professional who can best 
address their needs. The areas the 
Center will address include disas-
ter assistance, loans and grants, 
small business development, tax 
information, immigration, legal 
issues, workforce, housing and 
renting, veterans issues, medical, 
healthcare service, education, 
skills development, children and 
child welfare and city services.
The Center’s services will be led 
by senior educator, Dr. Tina Ago-
sa and many other assistants.

Related

Community Resource Center Opens
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