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U.S. steps up fight against Omicron as
variant marches across globe

WASHINGTON/BERLIN, Dec 2 (Reu-
ters) - President Joe Biden on Thursday
laid out his strategy to fight the corona-
virus as the highly contagious Omicron
spread across the globe with winter com-
ing and hours after the first known U.S.
case of community transmission of the
variant was reported.

With authorities around the world scram-
bling to contain Omicron, Biden warned
in no uncertain terms that infections will
rise this winter.

“We’re going to fight this variant with sci-
ence and speed, not chaos and confusion,”
he said, speaking at the National Institutes
of Health medical research facility in
Maryland.

So far three U.S. states have found Omi-
cron cases -- California, Colorado and
Minnesota. In all three cases, the patients
were fully vaccinated and developed mild
symptoms.

a and Colorado, the patients had recently re-
turned from trips to southern Africa and had
not gotten booster doses. The case in Minne-
sota is the first known community transmis-
sion within the United States. read more

The patient in Minnesota had recently trav-
elled to New York City for an anime con-
vention, prompting the city to launch contact
tracing to try to contain the spread.

“We are aware of a case of the Omicron vari-
ant identified in Minnesota that is associated
with travel to a conference in New York City,
and we should assume there is community
spread of the variant in our city,” New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

Much remains unknown about Omicron,
which was first detected in southern Africa
last month and has been reported in at least
two dozen countries, just as parts of Europe
were already grappling with a wave of infec-
tions of the Delta variant.

Under Biden’s plan, the United States will
require inbound international passengers to
be tested for COVID-19 within one day of
departure, regardless of vaccination status.
Mask requirements on airplanes, trains and
public transportation vehicles will be extend-
ed to March 18. read more

The U.S. government will require private
health insurers to reimburse their 150 million
customers for 100% of the cost of over-the-
counter, at-home COVID-19 tests, adminis-
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Attorney Brent Coon
has announced:a$10
billion dollar massive
lawsuit against rapper
and headliner Travis
Scott and other
defendants.
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tration officials said, and make 50 million
more tests available free through rural
clinics and health centers for the unin-
sured.

Less than 60% of the U.S. population, or
196 million people, have been fully vac-
cinated, one of the lowest rates among
wealthy nations.

THE ECONOMY

Fears about the Omicron variant have
pounded financial markets and created
doubts about the speed of the global
economic recovery as the pandemic rages
on. Shares fell on Thursday, and crude oil
futures extended losses. read more

The variant could slow global economic
growth by exacerbating supply chain
problems and depressing demand, U.S.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen told the
Reuters Next conference on Thursday.
read more

Francois, a medical worker, administers
a nasal swab to a patient at a coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) testing center in
Noyal-Chatillon-sur-Seiche near Rennes,
France, December 01, 2021. REUTERS/
Stephane Mahe

People carry bags on Hohe Strasse shop-
ping street as the spread of the corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) continues in
Cologne, Germany, December 1, 2021.
REUTERS/Thilo Schmuelgen/file photo
Visitors wear masks to respect the

The firm will represent
1,547 concert goers.
Coon said that what
happened at
Astroworld was an
unconscionable
tragedy and it is
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important that justice is

COVID-19 protection rules at a
Christmas market on the Place
Kleber square in Strasbourg, France
November 26, 2021. REUTERS/
Arnd Wiegmann

“There’s a lot of uncertainty, but it
could cause significant problems.
We’re still evaluating that,” she said.

Eager to avoid derailing a fragile re-
covery of Europe’s biggest economy,
Germany had kept businesses open to
the almost 69% of the population that
is fully vaccinated as well as those
with proof of having recovered from
the virus.

But on Thursday, the country an-
nounced it would bar the unvaccinat-
ed from all but essential businesses
such as grocery stores and pharma-
cies, while legislation to make vacci-
nation mandatory will be drafted for
early next year. read more

“We have understood that the situa-
tion is very serious,” Chancellor An-
gela Merkel told a news conference.

A nationwide vaccination mandate
could take effect from February 2022
after it is debated in the Bundestag
and after guidance from Germany’s
Ethics Council, she said.

HIGH TRANSMISSION

served for all impacted.

The Astroworld Festival
tragedy at Houston
NRG Park on
November 5th resulted
in 10 people dead and
hundreds of others _ecea
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event preparation and
criminal liability for any
wrongdoing.

They have filed a
request with the Harris |
County Dlstnct Attorney Blg concert.events -

o _‘:'consohdate all’rhe
-~ - -Cases involved. A
“hearing is set for
“December 13.-

f: Wefeelrvery sorry for
~ allthe people who Iost
s t_helr loved ones in the -
Astroworld Festival

The European Union’s public health
agency said the variant could be
responsible for more than half of all
COVID infections in Europe within a
few months. read more

A group of South African health
bodies said on Thursday their latest
findings indicated the variant posed

a threefold higher risk of reinfection
than the currently dominant Delta
variant and the Beta strain. read more

The country also said it was seeing
an increase in COVID-19 reinfec-
tions in patients contracting Omicron
- with people who have already had
the illness getting infected again - in
a way that it did not see with other
variants.

Global travel curbs accelerated on
Thursday in response to the threat
from Omicron.

In the Netherlands, health authorities
called for pre-flight COVID-19 tests
for all travel from outside the Euro-
pean Union, after it turned out that
most of the passengers who tested
positive after arriving on two flights
from South Africa on Nov. 26 had
been vaccinated. read more

“The World Health Organization
classified Omicron as a “variant

of concern,” due to the number of
mutations that might help it spread or
evade antibodies from prior infection
or vaccination.

tragedy. All
government agencies
need to look into this
tragedy as a big lesson
for the future.

~ needto have more -
4 security measures to
protect these young
people

‘, As Coon Sald he
_wn_r r‘oil over every rock
,i-n this matter.”

Tik Tok ID:
Sodtlbcr(r)‘r !\BWS
roup

Instagram 1D:
Southern News

B e




7

s 19

English

£HHHR

EMA

2021%12A108

Friday, December 10, 2021

C3

Chris Lund surveys the damage after an evacuation order was issued for the
Everglades Resort on Hatzic Island after rainstorms lashed the western Cana-
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dian province, triggering landslides and floods, shutting highways, in Mission,
British Columbia, Canada. REUTERS/Jennifer Gauthier

People dressed as Santa Claus walk over Millennium Bridge before taking part in a fun run on

the South Bank in London, Britain. REUTERS/Henry Nicholls

many.
MORE

Dancer of the Berlin State Ballet
(Staatsballett Berlin) wear face
masks as they perform during the
dress rehearsal of Don Quixote
in a production choreographed
by Victor Ullate at Deutsche
Oper opera house in Berlin, Ger-
REUTERS/Fabrizio...

- .

A militant of the self-pro-
claimed Luhansk People’s
Republic is seen at fighting
positions on the line of sep-
aration from the Ukrainian
armed forces in the outskirts

of Kirovsk in Luhansk Region,
Ukraine. REUTERS/Alexander
Ermochenko

People embrace as they pay their respects at a memorial at Oxford High School, a day after a

shooting that left four dead and eight injured, in Oxford, Michigan. REUTERS/Seth Herald

An anti-abortion rights ac-
tivist yells at pro-abortion
rights activist Alicia Hurt
during a protest outside the
Supreme Court building,
ahead of arguments in the
Mississippi abortion rights
case Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health, in Wash-
ington. REUTERS/Evelyn
Hockstein
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Can Vaccines Win The
Race Against COVID-19
Variants? Yes, They Can.

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Vaccines are delivered to Tanzania

as part of the COVAX program.
(Photo/ UNICEF/Msirikale.)

Key Points
COVID-19 Variants Threaten
To Undermine Global Vaccine

Programs Unless We Accelerate
The Pace Of Delivery.

* Just over 1% of people in low-income
countries have received at least one dose of
a COVID-19 vaccine.

* In order to control the spread of COVID-19,
we need a global effort to ensure no one is
left behind in immunization campaigns.

A new wave of COVID-19 is engulfing many
countries around the world primarily due to the
increasingly prevalent and more transmissible
Delta variant of the new coronavirus. With only
a few regional exceptions, Delta is mounting a
successful global attack. In Indonesia and other
Asian countries, health systems are overwhelmed
and running out of oxygen. Across Aftica — from
Tunisia in the north to South Afiica — the virus
is surging; recently, recorded deaths on the conti-
nent jumped 40% in one week alone. In Europe,
plans to lift or relax lockdowns are being delayed
or modified. And in countries like the US and the
UK, a number of key COVID-19 metrics have
started to increase after months of decline.

The Delta variant (first discovered in India), and
other variants of concern including Beta (South
Africa) and Gamma (Brazil), are confirming
the critical need to vaccinate billions of people
around the world — fast. In the race between vari-
ants and vaccines, we are falling behind. Failure
to pick up the pace now will enable this virus to
multiply and mutate to the point where future
variants could outsmart our vaccines.

- -:-‘T\‘ I)] In the quest to vac-

T i . T
; cinate every citizen

of the world against
COVID-19,  speed
and strategy are key.

Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

It’s essential to think smartly about the impres-
sive armamentarium of vaccines at our dispos-
al and ensure we don’t squander any of these
lifesaving assets. No single vaccine can con-
quer COVID-19 —we need many. Each vaccine
should be deployed to the frontlines, targeted
to where they can make the greatest impact so
that no population is left behind. Above all, we
need to follow through on vaccine delivery all
the way from the supply depot to the last mile,
turning every available vaccine dose into a vac-
cination in someone’s arm.

At Johnson & Johnson, it was precisely this
kind of pandemic scenario that informed our
selection of a single-dose vaccine that could
be easily transported without the need for ul-
tra-cold refrigeration. Of course, no vaccine de-
veloper could have predicted how the original
‘Wauhan strain of coronavirus would evolve, and
whether their vaccines would hold up against
emerging variants.

Recent research published in the New England
Journal of Medicine, along with a large re-
al-world study of health workers in South Af-
rica, suggests that the vaccine generates strong
immune responses against Delta and other
variants of concern. We now await results on
protective efficacy from our large-scale clinical
studies.
& While get-
ting vaccine
" science right
is never easy,
vaccine de-
A ployment on
a global scale — in the middle of a pandemic
— presents other challenges. Underscoring this,
only slightly more than 1% of people in low-in-
come countries have received at least one dose
ofa COVID-19 vaccine. This has to change, not
just for reasons of global equity, but because if
we don’t get COVID-19 under control every-
where, we will not be able to end this pandemic
anywhere.

How do we crack the challenge of global de-
ployment?

 Intensify international cooperation and
cross-sector partnerships between industry,
governments, health systems and civil society.
Turning COVID-19 vaccines into vaccinations
involves executing countless legal agreements,
establishing no-fault compensation coverage
for vaccine recipients, streamlining regulatory

processes, overseeing technology transfers with
production partners, setting up pharmacovig-
ilance systems, and coordinating closely with
many global partners. This complex, multistep
process, which normally takes years to com-
plete, must be compressed into weeks.
* The global community needs to get behind
COVAX, the unprecedented initiative working
to ensure that the world’s pandemic response
includes concrete plans to enable access for
lower-income countries, and vulnerable pop-
ulations including those in conflict and crisis
environments. Governments with surplus vac-
cines should immediately ramp up their dose
sharing via COVAX. Stockpiling vaccine sup-
plies will only prolong the pandemic. An exam-
ple to emulate is the United States government,
which recently embarked on the largest vaccine
donation programme undertaken by any coun-
try in history.
e e - [t involves the de-
; 5 | ul ployment of three
COVID-19 vaccines
) from different man-
P ufacturers, and we’re
proud to be part of it.
So far, nearly 30 million doses of our vaccine
have been donated to more than 30 countries
across four continents — many through CO-
VAX. This is just a start: millions more doses to
many more countries will follow.
* Maintain the free flow of the global vaccine
supply chain. Many of today’s vaccines (not
just for COVID-19) take shape in a multistep
process involving suppliers and manufactur-
ers located across multiple countries and con-
tinents. From the raw materials (like bio-bags
to make biologics), to large batches of vaccine
drug substance, to the finished vials, we are
working with world-class manufacturers from
the US to Europe, India and South Africa to
supply our vaccine to the global community.
It is important for governments to resist pro-
tectionist policies such as export controls and
restrictions, which ultimately only serve to
delay vaccine shipments and other lifesaving
medicines reaching their own citizens. We must
work together to ensure equitable supply.

* Build on decades of innovation and science.
When the coronavirus crisis started, Johnson
& Johnson leveraged more than a decade of
research and development investments in our
vaccine platform technology. We leveraged this

platform to develop our COVID-19 vaccine
in just one year. We stand by our proprietary
technology and believe in leveraging it for the
global good. Expanding and accelerating vol-
untary technology transfers between vaccine
developers and manufacturers, as we have done
in India, South Africa and elsewhere, is the way
forward.

» Short term actions that undermine the value of
intellectual property will only discourage the in-
novation we need to combat the next pandemic.
Ultimately, what we do now in the race
against the variants will help to define not just
how quickly the global community conquers
COVID-19, but whether we are adequately
prepared for the next pandemic. The principles
of multilateral partnership, global equity, and
unfettered rapid response must be at the heart
of any pandemic preparedness blueprint for the
future.

Here’s what global progress on COVID-19
vaccination looks like

Several COVID-19 vaccines have been ap-
proved or authorized, but rollout has been hin-
dered.

# A health worker
and a military po-
lice officer carry
& the AstraZeneca/
— Oxford vaccine to
: =1l an Indigenous hut
in Manaus, Brazil, February 9, 2021.
(Photo/REUTERS/Bruno Kelly)

» The World Economic Forum has created a
visualization tracking country-by-country prog-
ress made on vaccination to date.

Countries around the world are racing to vacci-
nate their populations against COVID-19.

In order to reach herd immunity, it’s estimated
that at least 60% of a population (and as much
as 90%) must become immune thanks either
to prior infection or vaccination. But as of 10
February nearly 130 countries, with a collective
population of 2.5 billion, had yet to administer a
single vaccine dose.

While some 10 different COVID-19 vaccines
have been approved or authorized for emer-
gency or limited use, the practical business of
administering jabs has been hindered by staff-
ing and supply shortages, procurement hiccups,
and geopolitics. Concerns have also been raised
about equitable access for poorer countries and
historically-marginalized communities.

But there have also been positive signs, includ-
ing Israel’s relatively swift rollout, an upwardly
revised daily vaccination target in the US, and
India’s distribution of free doses to countries in-
cluding Myanmar and Bangladesh.

The Convidecia vaccine developed in China
may just require just one dose, for example, but
the Pfizer-BioNTech version already approved
for use in several countries and the Sputnik V
vaccine developed in Russia are among those
that call for two.

The second waypoint in the visualization pro-
vides a fuller picture of progress made so far, as
each country with available data turns a dark-
er shade of green as the percentage of people
receiving all doses prescribed by a vaccination
protocol increases over time:

The discovery of new, potentially more deadly
coronavirus mutations has added a sense of ur-
gency to efforts to contain the pandemic — while
prompting the exploration of ways to redesign
existing vaccines.

For more context, here are links to further read-
ing from the World Economic Forum’s Strate-
gic Intelligence platform:

* China and India are using the inoculation drive
against COVID-19 as part of diplomatic efforts
to shore up global and regional ties, accord-
ing to this analysis — which has led to a tussle
playing out online and in the media. (Australian
Strategic Policy Institute)

* In the US, tailored messaging efforts are un-
derway encouraging people particularly vul-
nerable to COVID-19 to get vaccinated — from
communities of colour to migrant farmworkers.
Among the aims, according to this report: giv-
ing people an empowering sense that they’re
helping others. (Kaiser Health News)

« Is it safe to delay a second vaccine dose? Ac-
cording to this report, there’s some evidence
that short waits are safe, but partial immuniza-
tion may help risky new coronavirus variants to
develop. (Scientific American)

ER L %

1= Li i '

* A number of wealthy countries have pur-
chased far more vaccines than necessary (the
UK, for example, has ordered 219 million full
vaccinations for 54 million adults). This anal-
ysis suggests a way for excess doses to be re-
distributed to those in need. (The Conversation)
+ Will your ability to travel depend on your
vaccination status? According to this report,
Israel and Greece have agreed on a tourism
pact enabling people already vaccinated against
COVID-19 to travel freely between the coun-
tries. (Courtesy weforum.org)
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U.S. COVID Cases Start To Rise
Again As The Holidays Approach
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After declining most of the fall, COVID-19
cases are rising again in many parts of the U.S.
(Photo/Valerie Macon/AFP via Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T.

It’s a worrying sign for the U.S. ahead of the
holiday travel season: coronavirus infections are
rising in more than half of all states. Experts warn
this could be the start of an extended winter surge.
The rise is a turnaround after cases had steadily
declined from mid September to late October.
The country is now averaging more than 83,000
cases a day — about a 14% increase compared to
aweek ago, and 12% more than two weeks ago.
“T hate to say it, but I suspect we’re at the start of
anew winter surge,” says Dr. George Rutherford,
an epidemiologist at the University of California,
San Francisco.

New daily coronavirus cases are trending upward
The United States has seen new daily cases in-
crease by more than 12 percent since the begin-
ning of November.

New daily cases 7-day average
(((((((((
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(83,493 new cases/day (25 per 100k)
Growing outbreaks in the Midwest and Northeast
are most responsible for pushing up the national
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numbers, and that comes after many weeks
of high case counts and stress on states in the
Mountain West where some hospitals are deal-
ing with crisis levels of patients.

“There are still large swaths of the country un-
der-immunized and even among states that are
relatively well-vaccinated, like Colorado, New
Mexico, Minnesota and Vermont, we’re seeing
sustained transmission,” says Rutherford.

The uptick in cases hasn’t yet translated into
a national spike in new hospital admissions,
which tend to trail a rise in infections by sever-
al weeks. However, the grim situation in some
parts of the West and upper Midwest offers a
concerming picture for other states where cases
are now climbing,

“It’s a marathon here,” says Dr. Kencee Graves
at the University of Utah Hospital, in Salt Lake
City, Utah, who describes her state, like much of
the Mountain West, as stuck in a “high plateau
of a surge” where hospitals not only have an
ICU full of COVID-19 patients, but also many
other kinds of sick patients who need care.
Despite the concering trends, the expectation
among experts who model the pandemic’s
course is that a surge will not bring the same
level of death and severe disease as last year.
“The vast majority of the population has some
form of immunity,” says Nicholas Reich, a
biostatician at UMass Amherst who runs a
COVID-19 forecasting model. “That feels re-
ally different about this moment — there are
fewer people to infect.”

3B
A.m

iy I[‘

N
Sl [ g

-

QL ot iﬁ (Life Without Children
) ) KL 2H# % (Roddy Doyle) Gﬁﬁﬂ
PR alE | wik o AR

S F'U?El%'*}’%?ﬁé LS

AR S — TPy -
x (r‘j},}ﬁliﬁf = /‘%\ one and a half)
TOHE PR

TN, %JEJE s ApEssfpy > i

AFEER N 1§Yflﬁﬁﬁ*fﬁkﬂ4§%@
B o M S NSkt s (VS -
P Y e R BRRED - R
l’”ﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬂé’a‘?‘ o [E 2 sk ey 3
i* TR o (R I’FF”&H skt
/LN S R AL Mhﬁi wE?

L.ﬂé A Wu fﬂj ‘1 ]E[JE’“;QQ M ?F]E[qu]
JFaBs ;ﬁyuﬁﬁ?ﬁq; U iﬁﬁuc ﬁj o
) 8 o ,ﬂgﬁf *’[ﬁ"[/ FlUs 251 k-
i T N S Wi

gt &= (Sarah Hall) 1% > 7
EE e (clarifying force) ”
o Tp— AF b ARSI Pl 2 fg

gk (BRI - B S - 1)« (1

(*??'“ (Burntcoat) ) i ﬂﬁ{* lﬂlﬂ*“t

R R E %fqﬂfﬂﬂtlﬂ i
ERCAS 9[(45'}% %jF bl (5%
IER

()l EAd SRR
s A[ BHT*IQJ'—“‘IB.,_J\E JE[ walﬁuo i ﬁ\/
) f JMH | S w@a FH

TG Pt o ERLTRREES Tf FplEl (o
# THEEST T o PetE T AL

A d e 1‘/|"]TTI?JE'WFJ%" o U
Skﬁ“\“ﬁ‘l%;{:/é}f[%? °
O A = iy i
%Jﬂl ‘E? p ff“[E Y e B PNG [EE
i e Iﬁ*”rﬁi FIN R e SR R (S
[l =y ff?'D (Catherine Ryan Howard) i*~
» TR R TAEA vf;im;#w
ETIJ“I\@ o PPyl it <<56\ (56 Days) )
= ;‘zE = XA - &
I"“zﬁ’i« iR f;*,L LB F)?'mlpj
/ ri’FF‘,EI pL=t Tﬁ‘ﬁﬂjﬁﬁ ] (7“[5:[] #l
(The Ministry of Fear) ) [l1> HIFIE"* i
ki’f*,l/g, nJ , ,iijpll—‘*“\ pl}]ﬁ [[ s Jl_f , rr
f{i_;[%,lpj% CAE A'E %Lj x
ﬁE,lﬁ J*WL ’ Iﬁ'gﬁﬁbfﬁgﬁ Ut ’;@[5"‘% H%‘T A
* Ry ARG FS R
T B3 (Sarah Moss) FEA(E %

i

expected, given
e patchwork

of COVID-19 nnmumty across the U.S., where
about 60% of the population is fully vaccinated.
Americans are moving around like they were
before the pandemic, mask wearing is low com-
pared to last year, people are spending more
time indoors because of cooler weather, and
protection against infection, both from vacci-
nations and prior infection, is waning, says Ali
Mokdad, professor of Health Metrics Sciences
at the University of Washington’s Institute of
Health Metrics and Evaluation.
“You put all of this together — and what you
see in Europe where many countries with high-
er vaccination rates than the United States are
seeing a surge — of course, it’s going to hap-
pen,” he says.
And unlike last year, the U.S. has to contend
with a much more contagious version of the vi-
rus “that makes it really hard to snuff out chains
of transmission,” not to mention ‘human nature,
which is wanting us to get back to pre-pandemic
life,” says Reich at UMass Ambherst.
Just how bad the situation gets will come
down to complex dynamics around immuni-
ty. Southemn states endured a brutal wave over
the summer and that may have built up enough
immunity from infection to shield them from
another big resurgence this winter. Areas that
did not face the same kind of surge, in particular
states in the northern half of the country, are now
dealing with an increase, but many also have the
benefit of higher vaccination coverage.

% HOW TO STAY

SAFE

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

“The real question is, how big will it get and will
it really be substantial? And my sense is in New
England, it’s going to hit a wall of vaccinated
people,” says Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of Brown
University’s School of Public Health.

“I think the Midwest and the Great Plains —
which have lower vaccination rates but have not
seen a big delta surge — they may very well end
up seeing quite a few infections in the weeks
and months ahead.”

Even with a small surge, hospitals could still
suffer

Even if hospitals see fewer COVID-19 patients
overall, it’s already clear that many are less pre-
pared to handle the demands of the pandemic
compared to last year.

“Every hospital I have talked to in the last month
has severe shortages of staff, especially nurses,”
says Dr. Bruce Siegel, president of America’s
Essential Hospitals, which represents hundreds
of public hospitals in the U.S.

At the University of Utah Hospital, Dr. Graves
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says their surge ICU was closed down because
they couldn’t staff it anymore, and last month
patients were waiting on average between three
to five hours for an ICU bed. “Our resources
and our stamina are far less now than a year
ago,” she says.

In the Southwest, hospitals are also dealing with
packed ICUs. New Mexico has higher vaccina-
tion rates than many nearby states, but the state
was forced to enact its crisis standards of care
plan weeks ago. Some hospitals have activated
those plans, but none have moved to the most
extreme scenario of deciding who gets care and
who doesn’t, says Troy Clark, president of the
New Mexico Hospital Association.

Starting in the spring, there was a “huge influx
of patients that we don’t normally see” with
other urgent medical needs, Clark says. That
has kept hospitals extremely busy heading into
winter — and with no slack to accommodate
the growing number of COVID-19 patients.

It’s a similar situation in many states, including
Arizona where hospitalizations for COVID-19
are now as high as they’ve been since Febru-
ary. “We just don’t have that extra capacity for
a COVID spike,” says Ann-Marie Alameddin,
president of the Arizona Hospital and Health-
care Association.

g est cases per cap-
ita in the country.
Hospitals leaders
in Minnesota are
“®imploring people
to take caution so they don’t require medical
care for COVID or non-COVID emergencies.
“This has never been more serious,” said Kel-
ly Chandler of Itasca County Public Health,
which includes the city of Grand Rapids, in a
recent public statement. “We are at crisis levels
0f2020, but without the same levels of COVID
precautions in place.”
As we head into the holidays, COVID risk in-
creases, with more people traveling and social-
izing indoors. But “we also have some things
that are helping, like more vaccines and kids
getting vaccinated,” says Brown’s Jha. “So
we’re in a stalemate. [ don’t expect us to have a
horrible surge, but I can certainly imagine parts
of the country that see modest-sized surges as
people get together and as the weather stays
cold.” (Courtesy npr.org)
Related
Covid-19 Cases Increasing In 50% Of The U.S.
Coronavirus cases are increasing again in more
than half of the U.S., possibly indicating the be-
ginning of a new surge for the winter. The recent
uptick marks a turnaround after cases had con-
tinually declined from about mid-September
through late October. The U.S. is now reporting
an average of more than 83,000 cases per day,
which is a 14% increase from last week and
12% from the week before.
“Thate to say it, but I suspect we’re at the start of
a new winter surge,” George Rutherford, MD,
an epidemiologist at the University of California
at San Francisco, told NPR.
“There are still large swaths of the country

A

- R Rl
Y "‘\*J, Pflrﬁp
all (Tessa Hadley)

AFETASE T 52 20
J[g,n|60ﬁ: IAMJFTF;
7% g A 7= A

(Jonathan  Franzen
) J[W\JZOﬂJSE'7O¢°['*\
A/J’“‘FJ%{.II = E[I
o wu 5% -+ (Lau-
ren Grofg) ?“3— I
i~} <<5J l’i (Matrix
) )T A ]
,;II'Tj/ﬁ JF"SC“ > ”J

QE»E%!UF s

y i [@Iﬁ* \Iﬁ ot
FJH '—AI‘/f’ 1 I t

» P Jﬂ‘fﬂ["”
e I'Eﬁl‘bﬁ'fj I";?? ﬁiE/
l_glpj
HJJW/“[&
/fﬁ:] E'P[Iz[,
(% it 3
PO i
@‘Jgﬁ“'* ¢?‘TI'*\J[U il

o

i

NN

EI%JEIJFBEJ e

f: it J\Jxﬁ 15 %Hr‘gi i
IR o 82 [ PRRIE L 3 Wy
SO Sk K

RIS w;f*ﬂ YVER - %ﬁ’ﬁ
A NEES AU (BE ) F'E N T Rl
P o Iifb-f LU (Laura Jean McKay)
23R G e R T & A
[E9P95DPs (The Animals in That Coun-
try) ) I SR A I S )
HepugEst - FAVEEG - T AP
Zooflu” Uﬂ] R P N LA i e
EdLuAGT Ju_ o

P i '? T (Oana Aristide) i
(ZF1 ™ (Under the Blue) ) Fj#AY =
T * R A T
FUS= A 2R T - j,\ﬁﬁﬂ
e B f‘IL%'ﬂiim# SUNESE
rir’?%% fgfﬁfﬂ“"ﬁ& | [T PR
HER S Lfﬁc TR ﬁ? it s [
R A SRR

under-immunized,” Rutherford said. “Even
among states that are relatively well-vaccinated,
like Colorado, New Mexico, Minnesota and
Vermont, we’re seeing sustained transmission.”
The top current outbreaks are growing in the
Midwest and Northeast. Michigan and Minne-
sota lead the country in highest cases per capita,
where infections increased more than 60% in
a 2-week period, according to The New York
Times.

The growth in cases hasn’t yet led to a nation-
wide increase in hospitalizations and deaths,
which tends to trail infections by a few weeks,
NPR reported. But some parts of the West,
Mountain West and upper Midwest are facing
crisis hospitalization levels.

“The community needs to know that this has
never been more serious,” Kelly Chandler of
Itasca County Health and Human Services in
Minnesota, said in a statement.
B sl

“We are at the crisis levels of 2020 but with-
out the same levels of COVID precautions in
place,” she said. “For your own sakes, dig out
your masks and limit your exposure to groups,
especially indoors.”

Despite the uptick, forecast modelers who have
been tracking the pandemic don’t think the
surge will be as severe as last winter’s wave.
“The vast majority of the population has some
form of immunity,” Nicholas Reich, a biostatis-
tician at UMass Amherst who runs a COVID-19
forecasting model, told NPR.

“That feels really different about this moment,”
he said. “There are fewer people to infect.”
That said, the U.S. is dealing with the conta-
gious Delta variant this year, he noted. People
are also ready to gather with others, celebrate the
holidays and interact without masks.

Protection against infection — both from vac-
cinations and prior infections — is also waning.
“You put all of this together, and what you see in
Europe where many countries with higher vac-
cination rates than the United States are seeing a
surge, of course it’s going to happen,” Ali Mok-
dad, a professor of Health and Metrics Sciences
at the University of Washington’s Institute of
Health Metrics and Evaluation, told NPR.
More people will travel and gather indoors this
year, which could increase transmission risks,
the news outlet reported. At the same time, kids
are now able to get vaccinated, and all adults
may soon be able to get a booster shot.

“So we’re in a stalemate,” Ashish Jha, MD,
dean of Brown University’s School of Public
Health, told NPR.

“I don’t expect us to have a horrible surge,” he
said. “But I can certainly imagine parts of the
country that see modest-sized surges as people
get together and as the weather stays cold.”
(Courtesy https://www.webmd.com/)
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99 Ranch Market is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein. 99 Ranch Market and / or its affiliates, subsidiaries, agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or advertisements, whether
in text or graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes enly and constitute neither an endorsement nor a recommendation by 99 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does not imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 99 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.
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