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Michigan school shooting ‘entirely 
preventable,’ $100-million suit says
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Dec 9 (Reuters) - A deadly shooting at a Mich-
igan high school that authorities have said was 
carried out by a 15-year-old boy was “entirely 
preventable,” according to a lawsuit seeking 
$100 million in damages filed on Thursday 
against the school district and its officials on 
behalf of two sisters who survived the rampage.

Four students were killed in the Nov. 30 shoot-
ing at Oxford High School in suburban Oak-
land County, some 30 miles (48 km) northwest 
of Detroit. The suit faulted the school district’s 
superintendent and school principal for assuring 
parents of the school’s safety despite knowing 
of disturbing social media posts and an online 
ammunition search by the accused shooter.

Ethan Crumbley, a 15-year-old student, is being 
held without bail after being charged as an 
adult in the deadliest U.S. school shooting of 
2021.

The 44-page lawsuit was filed in federal court 
on behalf of Riley Franz, 17, who was shot in 
the neck, and her sister Bella, 14, who was next 
to her at the time. Their parents, Jeffrey and 
Brandi Franz, also are plaintiffs in the lawsuit.
Riley Franz was among the six students and a 
teacher seriously injured in the gunfire.
Crumbley’s parents, James and Jennifer Crumb-
ley, were charged with involuntary manslaughter 
and are being held in lieu of $500,000 bail. They 
gave him the gun as an early Christmas present 
and are accused of then ignoring warning signs 
that he was planning a shooting at the school.
The lawsuit was filed against Oxford Community 
School District, superintendent Timothy Throne, 
principal Steven Wolf, dean of students Ryan 
Moore, two unnamed teachers and two unnamed 
school counselors.

The district did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The lawsuit describes Riley as a 12th grade honor 
roll student preparing to enter college and Bella 
as a ninth grade athlete.

“The horror of November 30, 2021 was entirely 
preventable,” said the lawsuit, filed by Michigan 
personal injury attorney Geoffrey Fieger. “Each 
and every defendant named herein created and in-
creased the dangers then-existing at Oxford High 
School. The individually named Defendants are 
each responsible through their actions for making 
the student victims less safe.”

Among the accusations in the lawsuit were sever-
al detailing Ethan Crumbley’s threats of violence 
on social media as well as his using his cellphone 
to search for ammunition.

China’s sky-high factory inflation slows 
amid price crackdown

BEIJING, Dec 9 (Reuters) - China’s 
red-hot factory-gate inflation cooled 
slightly in November, driven by a 
government crackdown on runaway 
commodity prices and an easing 
power crunch, amid Beijing’s efforts 
to lessen the crippling effects of surg-
ing costs on the economy.

The producer price index rose 12.9% 
in November, the National Bureau of 
Statistics said on Thursday, slow-
er than October’s 26-year high of 
13.5% but faster than the 12.4% ex-
pected in a Reuters poll of analysts.

While factory inflation remains un-
comfortably high, the price moder-
ation may give policymakers some 
latitude to unleash more stimulus to 
shore up flagging growth.

China’s economy, which staged an 
impressive rebound from last year’s 
pandemic slump, has lost momentum 
in recent months as it grapples with 
surging prices, a slowing manu-
facturing sector, debt problems in 
the property market and persistent 
COVID-19 outbreaks.

Say YES to affordable healthcare 
plans for Texans
It’s easy to say YES to a health-
care plan with affordability, flex-
ible options, the largest hospital 
network, and free preventive 
care.
The People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC) on Monday announced 
a cut to the amount of cash that 
banks must hold in reserve, its 
second such move this year, to 
bolster slowing growth. read 
more
“Food aside, price pressures 
are generally easing, especially 
in heavy industry,” said Julian 
Evans-Pritchard, senior China 
economist at Capital Economics, 
in a note. “As such, we don’t 
think inflation concerns will hold 
back the PBOC from further loos-
ening measures including policy 
rate cuts.”
Factory-gate inflation has sped 
up since May this year due to 
soaring commodity prices, piling 
pressures on downstream busi-
nesses to pass on their costs to 
consumers.

Authorities have rolled out a series 
of interventions in recent months, 
including setting an immediate ex-
mine price target and ordering rapid 
production to cool red-hot prices, 
measures that have proven effective 
in easing a power shortage expected 
this winter. read more

Government policies to rein in 
sharply rising energy and raw ma-
terials prices are taking effect, said 
Dong Lijuan, a senior statistician at 
the NBS in a statement accompany-
ing the data release.

Factory inflation remains extremely 
high, however, with prices in coal 
mining and washing surging 88.8% 
on the year and oil and gas ex-
traction seeing 68.5% growth.

While PPI has likely peaked, the 
rate at which it will slow down is 
highly uncertain, said Zhou Hao, 
senior EM economist at Commerz-
bank.
The consumer price index (CPI) 
rose 2.3% year-on-year, the NBS 
said in a separate statement, slower 
than expectations for a 2.5% rise but 
picking up from 1.5% in October.

Consumer inflation remains modest 
as strict COVID-19 curbs impede 
consumption and weigh on demand, 
pointing to a limited pass-through 
from high factory gate prices.

No cases of the Omicron COVID-19 
variant have been reported in China 
to date, but its emergence could add 
pressure to the strict zero-tolerance 
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Paramedics help people injured at the site of a trailer accident that left at least 
49 people dead, most of them migrants from Central America, in Tuxtla Guti-
errez, in Chiapas state, Mexico. REUTERS/Jacob Garcia

A man reacts as a paramedic takes a swab sample, to be tested for the coronavirus from a 
window at the School of Nursing in Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) in Karachi, 
Pakistan. REUTERS/Akhtar Soomro

Rescuers dig a damaged building, believed to be a mosque, during an operation at an area 
which was affected by the Mount Semeru volcano eruption in Sumberwuluh, Candipuro district, 
Lumajang, East Java province, Indonesia. REUTERS/Willy Kurniawan

A man rides a kayak on a 
flooded road, following heavy 
rainfall in Pamplona, Spain. 
REUTERS/Vincent West

People take a selfie in front 
of the Grogu “Baby Yoda” 
balloon as it is inflated 
the day before the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
in Manhattan, New York, 
November 24.  REUTERS/
Carlo Allegri

Former U.S. Senator Elizabeth 
Dole cries on the casket of her 
husband, former Senator Bob 
Dole (R-KS) as he lies in state in 
the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol 
on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Andrew Harnik/Pool

The 23rd World Petroleum Congress is holding
their meeting in Houston, Texas, with
representatives from more than seventy
countries. Three hundred speakers including
eighteen Ministers of Energy and CEOs from
around the world will discuss issues facing the
world today. They will explore and learn about
Houston and other destinations that are
advancing technology and innovation while
shaping the future of the world.

Ambassador Kerfalla Yansane and Economic
Counselor Diallo Mamadou came from
Washington to join the meeting.

We are so honored to host a welcome luncheon

party for them at the International Trade Center.
Our guests include Judge Robert Eckels, Hon.
Consul General Gezahgen Kebede and many
other business leaders.

Over the past several years we have worked with
Ambassador Yansane to promote the
relationship between Texas and Guinea. Even
though the political situation has changed in
Guinea, we are still trying to organize a trade
mission to visit Africa in the near future.

Guinea is one of the poorest countries in the
world. They need all kinds of assistance to lift up
their economy. We are here to do our best to
help their people get out of poverty .
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Welcome Back, Mr.Welcome Back, Mr.
Ambassador Yansane!Ambassador Yansane!

再次歡迎楊森大使來訪再次歡迎楊森大使來訪
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