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S&P 500 inches closer to record high 
as Omicron fears ease
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Dec 23 (Reuters) - Wall Street’s 
main indexes rose for a third 
straight session on Thursday after 
early data suggested that the Omi-
cron variant of the coronavirus was 
less severe than feared, lifting the 
mood ahead of Christmas break.

The S&P 500 was within striking 
distance of its intraday record high 
hit on Nov. 22, riding on broad-
based gains and a boost from 
travel-related stocks, which are 
highly sensitive to pandemic-relat-
ed developments.
Casino operators Melco Resorts & 
Entertainment Ltd , Wynn Resorts 
(WYNN.O) and MGM Resorts 
(MGM.N) rose between 1% and 
7%, while the S&P 1500 airlines 
index (.SPCOMAIR) advanced 
0.8%.

Vaccine makers AstraZeneca 
(AZN.L) and Novavax (NVAX.O) 
said their shots protected against 
Omicron as UK data suggested 
it may cause proportionally fewer hospital 
cases than the Delta variant, though pub-
lic health experts warned the battle against 
COVID-19 was far from over. read more

Additionally, the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration authorized Merck & Co’s (MRK.N) 
antiviral pill for COVID-19, after giving the 
go-ahead to a similar treatment from Pfizer 
Inc (PFE.N) a day earlier. read more

“Last holiday season, there was an equal 
spike in cases, but now we have so many 
more weapons in our arsenal to fight 
COVID-19 and that is a very different out-
look,” said Christopher Grisanti, chief equity 
strategist at MAI Capital Management in 
New York.

“The Merck approval is a good example of 
that.”

As investors head into the new year follow-
ing what has been a bumper year for stock 
markets, the impact of the Omicron variant 
on the global economy is expected to be in 
focus.

Traders work on the trading floor on the last 
day of trading before Christmas at the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) in Manhattan, 
New York City, U.S., December 23, 2021. 
REUTERS/Andrew Kelly
Traders wearing face masks work on the trad-
ing floor at the New York Stock Exchange 

(NYSE) as the Omicron coronavirus 
variant continues to spread in Manhat-
tan, New York City, U.S., December 20, 
2021. REUTERS/Andrew Kelly
A trader works on the trading floor on the 
last day of trading before Christmas at 
the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 
in Manhattan, New York City, U.S., 
December 23, 2021. REUTERS/Andrew 
Kelly

Traders wearing face masks work on 
the trading floor at the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) as the Omicron coro-
navirus variant continues to spread in 
Manhattan, New York City, U.S., Decem-
ber 20, 2021. REUTERS/Andrew Kelly

The S&P 500 (.SPX) is on track for an 
87% gain since the end of 2018, its best 
three-year performance in more than two 
decades. read more

With trading volumes thinner than usual 
ahead of Christmas and New Year holi-
days, Wall Street’s main indexes looked 
set to wrap up a short week on an strong 
note. The stock market will be shuttered 
on Friday in observance of Christmas 
holiday.

At 11:39 a.m. ET, the Dow Jones In-

dustrial Average (.DJI) rose 204.96 
points, or 0.57%, at 35,958.85, the 
S&P 500 (.SPX) gained 33.68 points, 
or 0.72%, at 4,730.24, and the Nas-
daq Composite (.IXIC) added 127.60 
points, or 0.82%, at 15,649.49.

All 11 major S&P 500 sector index-
es were higher, with economical-
ly-sensitive industrials (.SPLRCI) 
and financials (.SPSY) posting the 
sharpest gains. The healthcare index 
(.SPXHC) hit an all-time high.

New York-listed shares of JD.com 
slumped 6.7% after the e-commerce 
company’s largest shareholder, Ten-
cent (0700.HK), said it would trans-
fer its stake in the company worth 
HK$127.69 billion ($16.37 billion) to 
shareholders. read more

Meanwhile, latest data showed the 
number of Americans filing new 
claims for unemployment benefits 
held below pre-pandemic levels last 
week, while consumer spending in-
creased solidly, putting the economy 
on track for a strong finish to 2021. 
read more

Stocks have historically performed 
well in the last five trading days of 
December and the first two of Janu-

ary, a phenomenon known as the 
Santa Claus rally which has lifted 
equities in 56 out of 75 years 
since 1945, according to CFRA 
Research. This year, the period 
starts on Dec. 24.

Advancing issues outnumbered 
decliners by a 2.66-to-1 ratio on 
the NYSE and by a 2.07-to-1 
ratio on the Nasdaq.

The S&P index recorded 32 new 
52-week highs and no new low, 
while the Nasdaq recorded 50 
new highs and 58 new lows.

Traders wearing face masks work 
on the trading floor at the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) as 
the Omicron coronavirus variant 
continues to spread in Manhattan, 
New York City, U.S., December 
20, 2021. REUTERS/Andrew 
Kelly
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LOCAL NEWS

Oct 5 (Reuters) - Routine maintenance on Facebook’s network stitching to-
gether its data centers caused Monday’s collapse of its global system for more 
than six hours, the company said on Tuesday.

The outage was the largest that Downdetector, a web monitoring firm, said 
it had ever seen. It blocked access to apps for billions of users of Facebook 
(FB.O), Instagram and WhatsApp, further intensifying weeks of scrutiny for 
the $1 trillion company.

At a U.S. Senate hearing on Tuesday, a former employee turned whistleblower 
accused Facebook of putting profits before people’s safety, which the company 
denies.

In a blog post, Facebook Vice President of engineering Santosh Janardhan 
explained the company’s engineers issued a command that unintentionally 
disconnected Facebook data centers from the rest of the world.

While users lost access to one of the world’s most popular messaging apps - as 
WhatsApp has more than 2 billion users - employees were also blocked from 
internal tools.

(Also Read: Senator asks Facebook CEO to answer questions on teen safety)

The outage knocked out tools that engineers would normally use to investi-
gate and repair such outages, making the task even more difficult, Facebook 
said.

The company said it sent a team of engineers to the location of its data centers 
to try to debug and restart the systems.

However, it took the company extra time to get engineers inside to work on 
the servers due to the high physical and system security in place.

Facebook added that its program audit tool had a bug, and failed to stop the 
command that caused the outage.

“Every failure like this is an opportunity to learn and get better,” Janardhan 
wrote. “From here on out, our job is to ... make sure events like this happen as 
rarely as possible.”

Maintenance error caused Facebook’s 
6-hour outage, company says

Facebook logo and stock 
graph are displayed through 
broken glass in this illustra-
tion taken October 4, 2021. 
REUTERS/Dado Ruvic/
Illustration

Editor’s Choice

People react to the outcome in the manslaughter trial of Kimberly Potter, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S. December 23, 2021.  REUTERS/Adam Bettch-
er

Hennepin County Courthouse is pictured as opening statements are set to begin in the man-
slaughter trial of Kimberly Potter, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, December 8, 2021. REUTERS/
Nicole Neri

Courtney cries as she reacts to the outcome in the manslaughter trial of Kimberly Potter, the 
former Minnesota police officer who killed Black motorist Daunte Wright after mistaking her 
handgun for her Taser during a traffic stop, outside the Hennepin County Courthouse in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, U.S. December 23, 2021. REUTERS/Adam Bettcher

Damik Wright, brother of 
Daunte Wright, reacts to the 
outcome in the manslaughter 
trial of Kimberly Potter, the 
former Minnesota police officer 
who killed Black motorist 
Daunte Wright after mistak-
ing her handgun for her Taser 
during a traffic stop, outside the 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
U.S. December 23, 2021.  RE-
UTERS/Adam Bettcher

A poster of Daunte Wright 
is seen during a demonstra-
tion after the opening state-
ments in the manslaughter 
trial of Kimberly Potter, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
U.S. December 8, 2021.  
REUTERS/Nicole Neri

A person holding a sign attends 
a demonstration after opening 
statements in the manslaughter 
trial of Kimberly Potter, in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, December 
8, 2021.  REUTERS/Nicole Neri
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(CNN)With the Delta and Omicron coronavirus 
variants spreading across the nation as the new year 
approaches, health experts are urging Americans to 
get vaccinated or boosted to protect themselves and 
others before they face greater chances of infection.
Airport travel before Christmas is up by nearly 
double from a year ago, according to Transporta-
tion Security Administration data, with more than 2 
million people screened each day from December 
16-18. And the indoor gatherings among friends 
and family could ultimately infect more who are at 
higher risk for Covid-19 complications.
As the virus spreads, more cities are adding restric-
tions, including New York and Washington, DC.
Mayor Muriel Bowser of Washington, DC an-
nounced an indoor mask mandate for the District 
will be reinstated starting at 6 a.m. Tuesday, De-
cember 21 through January 31.
The announcement comes as DC has been expe-
riencing its highest daily coronavirus case count 
since the start of the pandemic.
Bowser also said she plans to reinstate the District’s 
state of emergency and announced a six-part action 
plan to limit the spread of the coronavirus.
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said Mon-
day the city is testing “more people than ever” for 
Covid-19 and city officials are working with feder-
al officials and the private sector to get more testing 
supplies. Officials are also working to get more in-
home test kits to offer to people as an alternative 
testing option.
De Blasio also spoke about the annual New Year’s 
Eve celebration in Times Square.

People walk by groups 
of people lined-up to get 
tested for Covid-19 in 
Times Square on Dec. 5, 
2021 in New York City. 
With the newly discov-

ered omicron strain of Covid, health officials 
are urging people to get a vaccination or a 
booster and get tested for Covid. (Photo/Spen-
cer Platt/GETTY IMAGES)
Currently, the outdoor event is still scheduled to 
go on and all guests must be fully-vaccinated to 
attend. However, de Blasio said city officials are 
reviewing plans for the event in light of Omicron 
and said if plans need to be modified in any way, 
the announcement will come sometime this week 
before Christmas.
Experts discuss what’s next
Dr. Francis Collins, the outgoing director of the 
National Institutes of Health, told CNN’s Ander-
son Cooper on Friday that the Omicron variant 
could result in as many as a million new cases a 
day. Collins suggested the impact of that level of 
spread on an already stressed health care system 
remains uncertain.
“The big question is, are those million cases going 
to be sick enough to need health care and especial-
ly hospitalization?” Collins said on CBS’ “Face the 
Nation” on Sunday, his last day as NIH director.
Covid-19 hospitalizations trended upward over 

the past month as medical facilities in some parts 
of the country have been inundated with patients 
infected with the Delta variant. Now, the presence 
of Omicron -- which scientists believe to be more 
contagious though most cases so far appear to be 
mild -- may push some strained health care sys-
tems to the brink.

People wait in line 
for Covid-19 tests 
in Brooklyn, New 
York, on December 
17, 2021.

“It is quite likely that we are going to see in some 
sections of the country, a significant stress on 
the hospital system as well as on the health care 
workers who are getting exhausted by all of this,” 
Dr. Anthony Fauci told ABC’s “This Week” on 
Sunday, noting that a more transmissible form of 
Covid-19, such as Omicron, will have a greater 
impact on the tens of millions of Americans who 
have not been vaccinated.
Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases, has said traveling 
and gathering for Christmas and New Year’s can 
be done safely among those who are inoculated, 
and getting booster shots into the arms of vacci-
nated Americans remains paramount to increase 
antibody response.
“If we’re going to deal with Omicron successfully, 
vaccinated people need to get boosted,” Fauci told 
NBC on Sunday.
Recent data are demonstrating the potential dangers 
of remaining unvaccinated, including a 10-times 
greater risk of testing positive and 20-times greater 
risk of dying from Covid-19 than those vaccinated 
and boosted, according to US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention data through October.

Melva Mlambo, 
right, and Puseletso 
Lesofi, both medical 
scientists prepare to 
sequence COVID-19 
omicron samples at 
the Ndlovu Research 

Center in Elandsdoorn, South Africa Wednes-
day Dec. 8, 2021. (Photo/ Jerome/Delay/AP)
President Joe Biden met with his Covid-19 re-
sponse team last Monday and addressed the 
nation Tuesday afternoon regarding the latest 
developments with Omicron. He issued another 
“stark warning of what the winter will look like for 
Americans who choose to remain unvaccinated.” 
The president said that the threat of Omicron is a 
“critical moment” that will define “who we are.” 
Among the government’s responses, he said, will 
be the addition of 10,000 new vaccination sites 
and hundreds of vaccinators. He also additionally 
mentioned that the military will be used in some 
instances to shore up local hospitals, more at-home 
Covid tests will be made available to the public and 
the National Response Center will have more sup-
port staff added.
Omicron will lead to a spike in cases in the up-
coming weeks, but those who are vaccinated and 
unvaccinated will have a “stark difference” in ex-
perience, US Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy 
told anchor Tony Dokoupil on “CBS Mornings” 
Monday.
“In the coming weeks we are going to see a spike 
in cases. And that’s because Omicron is incredibly 
transmissible, and you know, we have to be pre-

pared for that,” Murthy said. “But there will be a 
stark difference between the experience of those 
who are vaccinated and boosted versus those who 
are unvaccinated.”
People who have maximum protection from vac-
cines and boosters either won’t get an infection, or 
if they do, it will most likely be mild, said Murthy.
States responding to outbreaks
Omicron has been identified in at least 47 US states 
as of Monday, according to public statements from 
hospital systems and state officials in their respec-
tive states, as well as Puerto Rico and Washington, 
DC. And with Delta still present, cases in some 
areas are rising.
New York -- which was among the hardest-hit 
states at the beginning of the pandemic -- set a new 
record for single-day Covid-19 cases for a fourth 
consecutive day Monday, according to Gov. Kathy 
Hochul.
There’s generally about a three-week lag behind 
Covid-19 case trends and hospitalizations, ac-
cording to a CNN Health analysis, but officials are 
hopeful the state will be in a more favorable posi-
tion than last year.
“This is not March of 2020, we are not defense-
less,” Hochul said. “We have the tools to protect 
ourselves and the vulnerable loves ones in our 
families: Get vaccinated, get the booster and wear 
a mask when indoors or in large gatherings. Don’t 
take a chance during the winter surge.”

A woman wears 
a face mask as 
she crosses West-
minster Bridge in 
London, Thurs-
day, Dec. 9, 2021. 
British Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson has announced tighter 
restrictions to stem the spread of the omicron 
variant. He is again urging people to work from 
home and mandating COVID-19 passes to get 
into nightclubs and large events. (Photo/Frank 
Augstein/AP)
New Jersey just hit its highest daily positive case 
count in nearly a year with 6,533 positive PCR 
tests, according to Gov. Phil Murphy and Health 
Commissioner Judy Persichilli; the statewide per-
cent-positivity rate is 12.11%. Still, the governor 
said hospitalizations are not growing at the same 
rate as cases. The state reported Monday that there 
were 1,902 people currently hospitalized with 
Covid-19, far fewer than peak in April 2020 when 
there were 8,270 reported Covid hospitalizations.
New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu told CNN’s 
“State of the Union” Sunday that the state has been 
preparing for a winter surge and hopes to combat 
Covid-19 spread with measures including state-is-
sued at-home testing and flexing beds within hos-
pitals. Bringing in health care workers from other 
states has been key as well, Sununu said.
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan predicted that the 
state will see “probably the worst surge we’ve seen 
in our hospitals throughout the entire crisis” over 
the next three to five weeks, telling “Fox News 
Sunday” that officials are “trying to do everything 
we can to get the last 9.2% of our population vac-
cinated.”
On Monday, Hogan announced in a tweet that he 
has tested positive for Covid-19. Hogan, who is 
vaccinated and has received a booster shot, said 
the test was part of his regular testing routine. The 

Republican governor’s announcement follows a 
string of lawmakers who have been fully vaccinat-
ed and boosted and tested positive for Covid-19.
Schools and sports are making changes
While the conversation surrounding Covid-19 
may shift depending on whether hospitalizations 
spike or plateau in the coming weeks, some uni-
versities and sports leagues are already working to 
curtail a possible spread.

A woman is tested for COVID-19 at the Lena-
sia South Hospital, near Johannesburg, South 
Africa, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 1021. South African 
doctors say the rapid increase in COVID-19 
cases attributed to the new omicron variant is 
resulting in mostly mild symptoms.
(Photo /SHIRAAZ MOHAMED, AP)
Citing the “uncertainty” around the Omicron vari-
ant, Stanford University announced it is shifting 
to online instruction for the first two weeks of the 
upcoming winter quarter, slated to begin January 3. 
Harvard University is also moving to remote learn-
ing for the first three weeks of January classes, stat-
ing in an open letter that the move was “prompted 
by the rapid rise in Covid-19 cases locally and 
across the country, as well as the growing presence 
of the highly transmissible Omicron variant.”
The growing number of Covid-19 cases have 
forced postponements in several major sports 
leagues. Seven NHL teams have been temporar-
ily shut down as of Sunday, and the league and 
its players’ union announced that games through 
Christmas that required cross-border travel be-
tween the US and Canada will be postponed.
Five NBA games have been postponed as several 
teams in the league have numerous players under 
Covid-19 health and safety protocols. More than 
a dozen games in NCAA men’s basketball have 
been canceled or postponed.

A flight crew from 
Air China arrived in 
hazmat suits in the 
international termi-
nal at Los Angeles 
International Air-
port on December 3, 
2021, as Los Angeles 
County reported its 

first case of the new Covid-19 variant, omicron. 
(Photo/FREDERIC J. BROWN, AFP VIA 
GETTY IMAGES)
And the NFL delayed three of its Sunday games 
and updated its Covid-19 testing procedures, 
which will no longer call for testing of asymptom-
atic, fully vaccinated players, coaches and other 
staff with close contact to players. All individuals 
will be screened for Covid-19 symptoms prior to 
entering team facilities, according to a copy of the 
protocols obtained by CNN.

(Article Continues Below)

Compiled And Edited By John 
T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Omicron Invades All The            
Countries Of The World!

Historical Point
As strange as it may seem, the storyline of 
the science fiction movie thriller “Godzil-

la” in 1954 about a monster that rises 
unexpectedly out of the Sea of Japan and 
threatens the survival of humanity closely 
draws an eerie parallel to the rapid move-
ment of the Omicron Covid-19 variant into 
the U.S. in 2021-2022 that also promises 
more illness and death to a country that 
is already struggling with the tragic loss 

of more than 800,000 of its citizens to the 
Covid-19 virus. Sadly, the “Omicron Inva-
sion” is not a movie. But we are confident 

for a    “happy ending.” Thousands of 
medical professionals are working night 

and day to find the right vaccines and 
treatments to counteract the virus. We urge 

all our readers to never lose confidence 
and to always keep the faith. 

A Poster For The Movie, 
“Godzilla,” In 1954.

People wait in line to get tested for

COVID-19 at a mobile testing site 
in Times Square on Friday, Dec. 

17, 2021, in New York City.

BUSINESS

Omicron Variant Presents 
Many New  Challenges In 

A Global COVID Fight
Updates – Omicron 
Attacks The Globe

Moderna: Data suggests larger booster dose in-
creases antibodies
Biotechnology company Moderna announced 
Monday that preliminary data suggests its half-dose 
booster shot increased antibody levels against Omi-
cron compared with the levels seen when a fully 
vaccinated person does not receive a booster -- but 
a larger-sized dose of the booster increases antibody 
levels even more.
Currently, Moderna’s booster is administered as a 
50-microgram dose. The company announcement 
noted that its 50-microgram booster dose increased 
antibody levels 37-fold and a 100-microgram boost-
er dose increased antibody levels 83-fold compared 
with levels seen before a booster.
It remains unclear what these increases mean as far 
as how well the booster doses clinically work against 
Omicron.
“The dramatic increase in COVID-19 cases from the 
Omicron variant is concerning to all. However, these 
data showing that the currently authorized Moderna 
COVID-19 booster can boost neutralizing antibody 
levels 37-fold higher than pre-boost levels are reas-
suring,” Moderna CEO Stéphane Bancel said in the 
company’s announcement. 

Fauci Says Americans Should Brace For A               
‘Tough Few Weeks Or Months’ -- Omicron                      

‘Is Going To Take Over’ This Winter                                                                                                
The United States is like-
ly in for a hard winter as 
the Omicron variant of 
Covid-19 spreads rapidly, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci says, 

straining a health care system already battered by the 
Delta variant.
“It’s going to take over,” Fauci, the nation’s top in-
fectious disease expert, said of the Omicron variant 
on CNN’s “State of the Union” on Sunday, urging 
Americans to get vaccinated and get their booster 

shots. “And be prudent in everything else you do: 
When you travel in your indoor settings that are 
congregated, wear a mask.”
“We can’t walk away from that, Jake, we can’t,” he 
told CNN’s Jake Tapper. “Because with Omicron 
that we’re dealing with, it is going to be a tough 
few weeks to months as we get deeper into the 
winter.”
According to the World Health Organization, 
Omicron cases are doubling every 1.5 to 3 days 
with documented spread. And in the US, it’s ex-
pected to become the “dominant strain” in the 
coming weeks, the director of the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said Friday.
The US is now facing a resurgent coronavirus 
as the pandemic marches into its third year: The 
country was averaging 126,967 new cases per 
day as of Saturday, according to data from Johns 
Hopkins University -- up from an average of just 
over 70,000 new cases per day at the beginning of 
November.
“This Omicron variant is extraordinarily conta-
gious. It’s as contagious as measles, and that’s 
about the most contagious virus that we’ve seen,” 
CNN medical analyst Jonathan Reiner said Sat-
urday, warning there was a “tsunami” coming for 
unvaccinated Americans.
Scientists say it’s still too early to tell whether 
Omicron causes a milder form of Covid-19. But 
regardless, it will put pressure on the health care 
system, Reiner said.
“Why would you go into that kind of battle com-
pletely unarmed?” said Reiner, a professor of med-
icine and surgery at George Washington Univer-
sity School of Medicine & Health Sciences. “Our 
vaccines will protect you, particularly if you are 
triple vaxed. People who are unvaxed should start 
the process now. Go ahead and go to your pharma-
cy and get vaccinated.”

It’s important to re-
main vigilant to help 
prevent hospitals from 
getting “swamped,” he 
added. Even if Omi-
cron ends up causing 

less severe infection than Delta, the sheer number 
of infections Omicron could generate could over-
whelm US hospitals. More than 69,000 people are 
currently hospitalized with Covid-19 across the 
US and more than 20% of all ICU beds are oc-
cupied by Covid-19 patients, according to the US 
Department of Health and Human Services.
“We need to protect our health care system,” Rein-
er said, “and that’s why every American needs to 
mask up and vax up right now because our health 
care infrastructure is at stake right now.”
‘Do not wait’ to get a booster, expert says
According to CDC data, about 61.4% of the to-
tal US population is fully vaccinated, and about 
32.1% of fully vaccinated adults have received a 
booster, which health officials point to as a crucial 
line of defense against the Omicron variant. And 

yet many who are eligible for a booster shot have 
not gotten one.
The protection offered from two-dose mRNA vac-
cines -- like those produced by Pfizer/BioNTech 
and Moderna -- is “quite good particularly against 
severe disease,” Fauci said Sunday.
“But when you get to Omicron, the protection sig-
nificantly goes down,” he said. “But the good news 
is when you boost someone, it goes right back up.”
Unvaccinated people face a 20 times greater risk 
of dying from Covid-19 and a 10 times greater 
risk of testing positive than fully-vaccinated peo-
ple who have also received a booster, according 
to data recently published by the CDC. The data 
suggests the gap in risk between unvaccinated peo-
ple and those with a booster is even larger than it 
is between unvaccinated people and those who are 
fully vaccinated with their initial series.

Face shields for 
sale in a phar-
macy in New 
York City on 
Dec. 9, 2021. 
(Spencer Platt/
Getty Images)

Dr. Francis Collins, the outgoing director of the 
National Institutes of Health, told CBS’ “Face the 
Nation” on Sunday people should not wait to get 
boosted.
“A big message for today is, if you’ve had vac-
cines and a booster, you’re very well-protected 
against Omicron causing you severe disease,” he 
said. “So anybody listening to this who is in that 
60% of Americans who are eligible for a booster 
but haven’t yet gotten one, this is the week to do 
it. Do not wait.”
New York again tops record for daily new cases
On Sunday, New York state broke its record for the 
highest single-day Covid-19 case count since the 
beginning of the pandemic for a third consecutive 
day. Gov. Kathy Hochul’s office reported 22,478 
positive cases Sunday, up from 21,908 positive 
Covid-19 cases Saturday.
Hochul reiterated her message to New Yorkers that 
despite surging numbers, they are in a far more fa-
vorable position than when the virus initially struck 
the Empire State last year.
“This is not March of 2020, we are not defense-
less,” she said in a statement Sunday. “We have 
the tools to protect ourselves and the vulnerable 
(loved) ones in our families: Get vaccinated, get 
the booster and wear a mask when indoors or in 
large gatherings. Don’t take a chance during the 
winter surge.”
Covid-19 hospitalizations across the state re-
mained relatively low at 3,909, compared to a 
peak of 18,825 Covid-19 related hospitalizations 
on April 13, 2020, according to available data.
“This is not like the beginning of the pandemic,” 
Hochul said in a statement Saturday. “We are pre-
pared for the winter surge because we have the 
tools at our disposal.”
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio echoed that mes-
sage in a news conference Sunday, pointing, in 
part, to the availability of vaccines and boosters.
“We’re not here to minimize the extent of the chal-
lenge -- it will be very challenging,” the mayor 
said. “But it is something that we can meet. It is 
something we can overcome. We have the tools, 
but we need everyone to get in the game.”

Houston’s Mayor Sylvester Turner shown get-
ting his Covid-19 vaccination. Although vacci-
nated, the mayor has contracted the virus and 
is isolating at home.
In New York City, Covid-19 cases more than dou-
bled from the beginning of the week on December 
13 to Saturday. On Sunday de Blasio reported a 
seven-day average of 5,731 new cases, a number 
he called “a really, really shocking figure and one 
that will keep growing, undoubtedly.”
In response, the city is also working to increase ac-
cess to Covid-19 testing, the mayor said.
“You’ll be seeing new testing sites, you’ll be seeing 
more at-home testing kids being made available 
through community organizations,” he said. “All 
of these efforts will help to reduce the lines we’re 
seeing at testing sites and help to make testing 
more available.”
At one testing site in Brooklyn, resident Rich Odi-
or told CNN he waited two hours Sunday to get a 
test. He’s vaccinated but has friends who’ve got-
ten Covid-19 or had scares, so he wanted to try to 
“play it safe for the family.”
Kymoi Phillip said he similarly felt getting a test 
was a safe choice because “you never know who 
could have (a) case.”
Being a student, Phillip said, he was concerned 
hearing of all the schools that have decided to 
close. “I’m afraid that my school might be getting 
shut down and we might go back into lockdown,” 
adding he fears “we may be in the same predica-
ment that were were in last year.”
The surge has already affected the city’s entertain-
ment industry, forcing the cancellation of a number 
of Broadway shows in recent days -- just months 
after Broadway began welcoming audiences back 
after an extended pandemic hiatus.
This weekend’s “Saturday Night Live” had no 
in-studio audience and aired mostly pre-taped seg-
ments because of the rise in Covid-19 cases. The 
move followed the cancellation of the Radio City 
Rockettes’ “Christmas Spectacular” shows for the 
rest of the year.
Hospitals are already impacted -- and bracing 
for more
New York isn’t the only state grappling with a 
surge in cases or anxiety about what’s to come.

Maryland is bracing 
for what Gov. Larry 
Hogan, a Republican, 
on Sunday said could 
be the “worst surge 
we’ve seen in our hos-
pitals throughout the 
entire crisis,” telling 

“Fox News Sunday” hospitalizations are already 
up about 150% over the past two weeks.
California health officials said Friday they were 
seeing hospitalization numbers begin to trend 
upward, stressing the need for vaccinations and 
booster vaccines.
In New Jersey, “we’re seeing long lines outside of 

our testing clinic, more demand than we’ve seen in 
many months for testing, because folks are getting 
sick,” said Dr. Shereef Elnahal, president and CEO 
of University Hospital in Newark.
Hospitalizations have doubled over the past two 
weeks, he said, and although 46% of those hospi-
talized earlier this week had been vaccinated, they 
had not had a booster shot.
Dr. Rob Davidson, an emergency room physician 
in Michigan, said he’s seeing a “pretty critical Del-
ta surge right now.” And while he’s seeing the test 
positivity rate slightly decrease, Covid-19 patients 
are staying in the hospital for extended periods of 
time.
Dr. Marc Gorelick, who heads Children’s Minne-
sota hospital, said the facility is already struggling 
to cope with the numbers.
“When you’re on top of a surge where you’re al-
ready at 90%, 95% capacity, those extra prevent-
able Covid patients coming in are the thing that 
pushes the system to the brink,” Gorelick said 
Friday.
Oregon officials are already forecasting a grim ear-
ly 2022: Dr. Peter Graven, a data scientist for Or-
egon Health and Science University, said a surge 
in the state’s hospitalizations could be expected by 
mid-January.
A year after the first vaccinations, coronavirus 
restrictions are back
“Combined with its heightened transmissibility, 
we expect Omicron will generate a large increase 
in the number of Oregonians that will become se-
verely ill and likely need a hospital.”
Scientists are still working to gather information on 
how severe the Omicron variant is.

A cyclist rides past an exhibition of white flags 
representing Americans who have died of 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19), placed over 
20 acres of the National Mall, in Washington, 
U.S., September 17, 2021. REUTERS/Joshua 
Roberts/File
Data from two weeks of South African cases ap-
peared to indicate Omicron was milder in severity. 
But UK epidemiologists said last week they found 
no evidence Omicron is causing milder disease 
there -- although the Imperial College London 
team also said there was not much data to go on 
yet.
The CDC looked at 43 cases of Omicron and most 
of those people had mild symptoms, it said last 
week. Most were vaccinated, with about a third of 
the total group boosted.
“We’ve seen cases of Omicron among those who 
are both vaccinated and boosted, and we believe 
these cases are milder or asymptomatic because of 
vaccine protection. What we do know is we have 
the tools to protect ourselves against Covid-19. We 
have vaccines. We have boosters,” CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky said Friday. (Courtesy cnn.
com)
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