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Kyiv accuses Moscow of ‘imperialism’

after general’s southern Ukraine comment

KYIV/MARIUPOL, April 22 (Reuters) - Moscow
wants to take full control over southern Ukraine,
a Russian general said on Friday, a statement
Ukraine said gave the lie to Russia’s previous
assertions that it had no territorial ambitions.

Rustam Minnekayev, deputy commander of
Russia’s central military district, was quoted by
Russian state news agencies as saying full control
over southern Ukraine would give it access to a
breakaway, Russian-occupied part of Moldova in
the west.

That would cut off Ukraine’s entire coastline and
mean pushing hundreds of miles west beyond
current lines, past the major Ukrainian cities of
Mykolaiv and Odesa.

Moscow says it is conducting a “special military
operation” to demilitarise Ukraine and liberate its
population from people it calls dangerous nation-
alists. Ukraine and its Western allies call Russia’s
invasion an unjustified war of aggression.

“They stopped hiding it,” Ukraine’s defence min-
istry said on Twitter. Russia had “acknowledged
that the goal of the ‘second phase’ of the war is
not victory over the mythical Nazis, but simply
the occupation of eastern and southern Ukraine.
Imperialism as it is.”

building were also struck.

U.S. State Department spokesperson
Jalina Porter declined to comment specif-
ically on the general’s statement but said
Washington firmly supported Moldova’s
sovereignty and was “clear-eyed” about
what was happening on the ground. “No
one should be fooled by the Kremlin’s
announcements,” Porter said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov declined to
comment when asked if Russia had expanded the
goals of its operation and how Moscow saw the
political future of southern Ukraine.

A senior EU official said the next couple of weeks

. o<, In Geneva, the United Nations human
were likely to be decisive.

rights office said there was growing evi-
dence of Russian war crimes in Ukraine,
including indiscriminate shelling and
summary executions. It said Ukraine
also appeared to have used weapons with
indiscriminate effects.

“This is not a fairy tale with an imminent happy
ending. I think we are likely to see a very signif-
icant increase in the intensity of Russian military
attacks in the east, [ think we are likely to see an
intensification of Russian military attacks along

the coast,” the official told reporters. Russia denies targeting civilians and

says, without evidence, that signs of
atrocities committed by its soldiers were
faked. Ukraine has previously said it
will punish any soldiers found to have
committed war crimes. The government
did not respond immediately to the U.N.
office’s remarks.

Ukraine’s general staft said Russian forces had
increased attacks all along the frontline in the
east and were trying to mount an offensive in the
Kharkiv region, north of their main target, the
Donbas.

Russia’s defence ministry said its forces had
captured a large arms depot in the Kharkiv region.
It also reported hitting dozens of targets in the
Donetsk and Kharkiv regions on Friday.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

A view shows a destroyed armoured
vehicle in Mariupol

People walk near damaged buildings in
Mariupol

A view shows an armoured vehicle
destroyed during Ukraine-Russia conflict
in the southern port city of Mariupol,
Ukraine April 22, 2022. REUTERS/AI-

In Kharkiv city, Russian shellfire hit the main
Barabashovo market. Ambulance services said
there had been casualties but no details were
available yet. A wedding hall and a residential

exander Ermochenko

Russia’s defence ministry said thousands
of Ukrainian troops holed up in a huge
steel works in Mariupol, the main port of
the Donbas, were “securely blockaded”,
a day after President Vladimir Putin said
the army would not bother rooting them
out.

Putin had nevertheless declared victory

in the city after a nearly two-month siege,
an announcement dismissed by Pentagon
press secretary John Kirby, who told CNN
there was still an active Ukrainian resis-
tance.

In a Russian-held section of Mariupol,
the guns had largely fallen silent and
dazed-looking residents ventured out into
streets on Thursday to a background of
charred apartment blocks and wrecked
cars. Some carried suitcases.

Volunteers in white hazmat suits and
masks roved the ruins, collecting bodies
from inside apartments and loading them
on to a truck marked with the letter “Z”,
symbol of Russia’s invasion.

Maxar, a commercial satellite company,
said images from space showed freshly
dug mass graves on the city’s outskirts.

Ukraine estimates tens of thousands of
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civilians have died in the city
during Russia’s bombardment
and siege and says 100,000 civil-
ians are still there and need full
evacuation.

Relatives of Mariupol residents
feared the worst. Sofia Telehina
said her grandmother had cried
constantly when they last spoke
by phone and said everything was
bombed to pieces. “Since then
I’ve not been able to reach her.”
read more

In Zaporizhzhia, where 79 Mari-
upol residents arrived in the first
convoy of buses permitted by
Russia to leave for other parts of
Ukraine, Valentyna Andrushenko
held back tears as she recalled the
ordeal under siege.

“They (Russians) were bomb-

ing us from day one. They are
demolishing everything,” she said
of the city.

Moscow says it has taken
140,000 Mariupol residents to
Russia. Kyiv says many of these
were forcibly deported in what
would be a war crime.
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SENSITIVE MATERIAL.
THIS IMAGE MAY OFFEND
OR DISTURB Yana Bachek
is consoled by her partner
Yevgeniy Vlasenko and her
mother Lyubov Gubareva,

as she mourns over the body
of her father Victor Gubarev,
79, killed by shelling during
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
in Kharkiv, Ukraine, April 18,
2022. REUTERS/Alkis Kon-
stantinidis

Investigators say these two bodies were tortured by Russian troops in Bucha.
One victim was beheaded.
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A worshipper guides her child after lighting a candle during Easter vigil prayers at the Wild bluebells turn the forest floor blue in the Hallerbos, also known as the ‘Blue Forest’, in Halle,
St. Joanes, Legio Maria of African Church Mission within Fort Jesus in Kibera district near Brussels, Belgium, April 19. REUTERS/Yves Herman

of Nairobi, Kenya, April 17. REUTERS/Thomas Mukoya

A person in a protective

suit squeezes through a
locked gate of a residential
compound amid a COVID
lockdown in Shanghai, China,
April 21. REUTERS/Andrew
Galbraith

A local resident Mykola, 70,
climbs down with a stepladder
from a destroyed bridge de-
stroyed in the village of Kukhari
in Kyiv region, Ukraine, April
19. REUTERS/Vladyslav Mu-

siienko
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Omicron BA.2 Subvariant
Will Soon Dominate In U.S.,

But No New Surge Expected

Dr. Anthony Fauci speaks about the Omicron coronavirus variant during

a press briefing at the White House in Washington, December 1, 2021.

(Photo/Kevin Lamarque | Reuters)

Key Point
*The BA.2 subvariant, which spreads 80% faster than the earlier omicron, has
more than doubled in the U.S. over two weeks and will become the dominant

variant.

*However, White House chief medical advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci said he doesn’t
expect another surge right now, though cases might rise.

*Ali Mokdad, a leading epidemiologist, said he expects cases to decline over the
spring and summer, with a surge possible this winter.

*“The pandemic phase of the virus is over in our opinion,” Mokdad said. “We

are moving into an endemic phase.”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Omicron’s more contagious subvariant, BA.2,
has more than doubled in prevalence over the
past two weeks in the U.S. and now represents
more than 34% of Covid-19 infections that have
undergone genetic sequencing, according to data
published by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention this week.

BA 2 has been steadily growing as a proportion
of the Covid variants circulating in the U.S. since
Feb. 5, when it represented about 1% of geneti-

cally sequenced virus samples, according to the g

Though BA.2 is rising in the U.S., leading
public health officials are not expecting anoth-
er dramatic surge in new cases, largely due to
the level of immunity the population has from
vaccination and the fierce outbreak during the
winter omicron wave.

CDC. BA.2 probably already accounts for 50% T

of new infections in the U.S. because many peo-
ple are taking tests at home that aren’t picked up
in the official data, according to Ali Mokdad, an
epidemiologist at the Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation at the University of Washington.
Data from Walgreens, which conducts testing at
its pharmacies nationwide, shows BA.2 as the
dominant variant, at 51% of all positive Covid
cases for the week ending March 19.
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Shoppers walking along Oxford Street in
London on Dec. 21, 2021. (Photo/Tolga Ak-
men | AFP | Getty Images)

“The bottom line is we’ll likely see an uptick in
cases, as we’ve seen in the European countries,
particularly the U K.,” White House chief medi-
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cal advisor Dr. Anthony Fauci told ABC’s “This
Week.” “Hopefully we won’t see a surge — I
don’t think we will.”

In the UK., the number of people testing pos-
itive for Covid has jumped 16% over the past
week, according to government data. The num-
ber of patients admitted to hospitals with the vi-
rus is also up about 20%. BA.2 now represents
about 44% of all positive cases in London as of
March 10, according to the U.K. Health Secu-
rity Agency.

However, Mokdad said the situation in the U.S.
is different from that in European countries,
because there was much more infection from
omicron here over the winter. European nations
have also dramatically changed their behav-
ior in recent weeks by lifting restrictive public
health measures, which has led to the spike. In
many parts of the U.S., on the other hand, re-
strictive measures were not implemented during
omicron, so there’s not as dramatic a change in
behavior to drive new infections, Mokdad said.

In the U.S., new infections are down 96% from
the pandemic record of more than 800,000 on
Jan. 15, according to a CNBC analysis of data
from Johns Hopkins University. However, the
speed of the decline has slowed and new cas-
es appear to have plateaued at a seven-day av-
erage of around 31,000 new infections daily.
The number of hospital admissions of patients
with Covid has dropped 90% from the peak of
the omicron wave in January, according to the

Members of the Ohio National Guard as-
sist with administering coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) tests in Columbus, Ohio, Janu-
ary 5, 2022. (Photo/Gaelen Morse | Reuters)
Mokdad said that though he expects BA.2 to rep-
resent more than 80% of new cases in the coming
months, the variant’s doubling time has slowed
recently. [HME is projecting that cases will contin-
ue to decline through the spring and summer, with
another surge possible this winter, when immunity
has started to wane substantially.

“The pandemic phase of the virus is over in our
opinion,” Mokdad said. “We are moving into an
endemic phase.”

Public health officials in England have found
that the BA.2 subvariant is growing 80% faster
than the earlier version of omicron, BA.1, ac-
cording to a briefing paper published earlier this
month. World Health Organization epidemiol-
ogist Maria Van Kerkhove has described BA.2
as the most transmissible Covid variant so far
and said it’s sweeping the world. The subvariant

COMMUNI

now represents more than 80% of sequenced
Covid samples worldwide, according to an in-
ternational database.

Due to vaccination and infection, an estimated
95% of the U.S. population ages 16 and older
had developed antibodies against the virus as of
late December 2021 before the omicron wave
peaked, according to a CDC survey of blood
donor samples. Mokdad said this level of im-
munity puts the U.S. in a good place until win-
ter, when protection will start to wear off.

L

Tatiana Perez, 11, receives a dose of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
vaccine at a vaccination center in San Jose, Cos-
ta Rica January 11, 2022. (Photo/Mayela Lopez
| Reuters)
The antibodies induced from the vaccine decline
after about three months, which can lead to break-
through infections, though the shots still protect
against severe illness. Younger healthy people who
have recovered from Covid have immunity for at
least six months, according to peer-reviewed studies
in Denmark, the UK. and the U.S. Though these
studies were published before omicron, scientists in
Qatar recently found that infection 10 months earlier
provided about 46% protection against illness from
BA 2 in people who weren’t vaccinated. However,
the elderly and people with compromised immune
systems are much more vulnerable to reinfection.
BA.2 does not make people more sick than BA.1,
which was less severe than the delta variant, accord-
ing to a large real-world study from South Afica’s
National Institute of Communicable Diseases. Re-
infection with BA.2 — though possible — appears
rare, according to a February study fiom Denmark’s
Statens Serum Institut in Copenhagen. Public health
authorities in the UK. have come to the same con-
clusions on hospitalization and reinfection. Neither
study has been peer reviewed yet.
“The fact that there are similar clinical manifesta-
tions of BA.1 versus BA.2 gives me a little bit of
hope that it’s not going to completely change the
game on us in the same way that omicron changed
the game from delta,” said Jennifer Nuzzo, an epide-
miologist at Johns Hopkins University.
L B ey U
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A son and daughter embrace their father, a
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) patient in

the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) ward, before
his intubation procedure at the Providence
Mission Hospital in Mission Viejo, Califor-
nia, U.S., January 25, 2022. (Photo/Shannon
Stapleton | Reuters)

There’s also no significant difference in the du-
ration of protection that Pfizer’s and Moderna’s
shots provide against mild illness from BA.2
compared with BA.1, according to a study pub-
lished this month by scientists based in Qatar
that is also not peer reviewed. The vaccines are
50% effective at preventing mild illness from
both omicron variants three months after the
second dose, but protection is negligible after
that time. However, the two-dose vaccines
still provide more than 70% protection against
hospitalization and death, and booster doses in-
crease this protection to more than 90%.

Fauci said this week that there’s no need to re-
implement Covid restrictions at this time. The
CDC said earlier this month 98% of people in
the U.S. live in areas where they no longer need
to wear masks in public places indoors under its
new Covid guidance. Public health authorities
in the U.S. have shifted their focus to hospital-
izations, rather than just new infections, when
assessing the threat the virus poses to commu-
nities.
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A shopper wears a protective face mask as
he enters a store as new New York State
indoor masking mandates went into effect
amid the spread of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in New York City, New York,
U.S., December 13, 2021. (Photo/Mike Segar
| Reuters)

The Biden administration is relying on a strat-
egy of vaccination, testing, and treatment with
antiviral pills to prevent the virus from disrupt-
ing daily life. About 75% of adults in the U.S.
are fully vaccinated, according to CDC data.
Dr. Paul Offit, an infectious disease expert at
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, said the
public should focus on hospitalizations, a mea-
sure of more severe illness, rather than just new
infections. Offit said between vaccination and
infection from omicron, there’s likely enough
immunity in the population to protect against a
major spike in hospitalizations from BA 2.
“For right now, I choose to be optimistic that
we’re just going to see a lot of mild illness and
not see a dramatic increase in hospitalizations,”
Offit said. (Courtesy https://www.cnbc.com/)

Psychedelic medicine is having a moment.
Just weeks after the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approved approved John-
son & Johnson’s ketamine-like nasal spray
for depression, a group of European tech-
nology investors just got together for the
largest-ever private financing round for a
psychedelic medicine biotech company,
ATAL

Psychedelic medicine involves research
and investigations into mind-altering sub-
stances to treat mental illnesses including
addiction, depression and post-traumatic
stress disorder. After recreational use of
psychedelics became popular in the 1960s,
the U.S. government classified most of
them “drugs of abuse” with no real medical
value. However, recent clinical studiess-
how mounting evidence that some psyche-
delics can help patients with certain mental
illnesses, either in combination with tradi-
tional therapies or in cases where nothing
else has worked.

: > : :
The illegal drugs of the ‘60’s are going
mainstream.

Now health and technology investors are

paying attention.

German company ATAI Life Sciences an-
nounced on Tuesday that it has raised more
than $40 million in new financing. The
round valued the company at $240 million,
according to a person familiar, making it
both the biggest round and the most valu-
able company in the young space. (There
are well established nonprofits, like MAPS
in California, but relatively few for-profit
ventures.) ATAI is also targeting a poten-
tial initial public offering for the end of this
year, the person said, which would draw
further attention.

ATAI is currently funding clinical trials
for what it refers to as “formerly stigma-
tized compounds,” including psilocybin,
the active compound in psychedelic mush-
rooms, and arketamine, a different variant
of ketamine from the one Johnson & John-
son researched, as potential treatments for
depression. Its portfolio also includes a
technology arm called Innoplexus, which
it describes as delivering “big data and
Al solutions” to big pharma and biotech

Investors Are Starting To Bet
Big On Psychedelic Medicine

OVERVIEW

Psychedelic substances were once viewed as “drugs of abuse,” but now regulators and investors are
coming around to their potential therapeutic uses.
Federal regulators just approved a variant of ketamine to treat depression after years of clinical studies.
And now, a group of European investors have come together to fund new targets to treat mental health
disorders, including arketamine (another variant of ketamine) and psychedelic mushrooms.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

companies, as well as its own drug devel-
opment.

"ATAl is also the largest investor in a start-
up called Compass Pathways, which is set-
ting itself up to be the first legal provider of
psilocybin. ATAI invested alongside Peter
Thiel, the iconoclastic Silicon Valley inves-
tor and Facebook board member who’s in-
creasingly dabbling in health and biotech.
ATAI co-founders Lars Wilde and Florian
Brand are both affiliated with Compass; a
third founder, Christian Angermayer, is a

German entrepreneur and investor.
i
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
has approved Johnson & Johnson’s ket-

amine-like nasal spray for depression.
‘A regulatory path forward’

Biotech investors believe that psychedelic
medicine will experience a revival in the
wake of recent research studies as well as
some early signals of support from regula-
tors.

Last year, for example, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) gave Compass
a “Breakthrough Therapy ” designation for
its research into psilocybin for depression,
allowing legal clinical trials to start. The

FDA also expedited the approval process
for esketamine, which is derived from the
anesthetic ketamine, because many patients
with depression don’t respond to normal
treatments.

Adding further legitimacy to the space,
Johnson & Johnson, the pharma giant, puts
years of investment into studying into the
benefits and potential side effects of esket-
amine. Its approval by the FDA represent-
ed the first new drug for depression in de-
cades, although the medical establishment
has stressed that more research is needed
to better understand the long-term use of
ketamine.

“A decision (like that) by FDA is the ulti-
mate signal for investors,” said Brad Lon-
car, a biotech investor with Loncar Invest-
ments, who specializes in cancer and rare
disease. “It shows that there’s a regulatory
path forward for this class of drugs, which
typically causes a flood of investment in
the area.”

=

Others say that private investment in the
space needs to be coupled with research
into their social impact, as well as pro-
grams to support and guide patients.
“People are getting behind psychedelic-as-
sisted therapies because they are desperate
for real solutions that actually work, and
for many, this treatment does,” said Liana
Gillooly, a development officer at MAPS,
a non-profit investigating the therapeutic
uses of psychedelics, with an early focus
on MDMA as a potential treatment for
PTSD. But Gillooly said that funding needs
to be set aside for “safe contexts” for these
treatments to be administered, and not just
for-profit drug development.

ATAT’s funding, which totals $43 million,
comes from Michael Auerbach’s New
York-based Subversive Capital, but also
includes investors ranging from Apeiron
Investment Group, which is Angermay-
er’s family office; Bail Capital, a private
equity firm; and Efrem Kamen, founder
of the health care fund Pura Vida Invest-
ments. Prior investors include billionaire
investor Mike Novogratz and the Icelandic
businessman Thor Bjorgolfsson. (Courtesy
https://www.cnbc.com)
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any

traditional rice dish.
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Phone: 713-535-8215
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Guest Speaker;
I Kim Leah Milstead, Esq.
4 Coneiliation Specialist
-'& & Southwest Region

Department of Justice

Kim Mistead is a Conciliation Specialist with the
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respond to confict, tension, and hate crimes based on
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Wednesday, April 20, 2022
6:30-8:30 pm
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