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Musk seals $44 bln deal for Twitter, pledges 
to defeat spam bots
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NEW YORK, April 25 (Reuters) - Elon Musk 
clinched a deal to buy Twitter Inc (TWTR.N) for 
$44 billion cash on Monday in a transaction that 
will shift control of the social media platform 
populated by millions of users and global leaders 
to the world’s richest person.

It is a seminal moment for the 16-year-old com-
pany that emerged as one of the world’s most 
influential public squares and now faces a string 
of challenges.

Discussions over the deal, which last week 
appeared uncertain, accelerated over the week-
end after Musk wooed Twitter shareholders with 
financing details of his offer.

Report ad
Under pressure, Twitter started negotiating with 
Musk to buy the company at the proposed $54.20 
per share price. read more

“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning 
democracy, and Twitter is the digital town square 
where matters vital to the future of humanity are 
debated,” Musk said in a statement.

Shares rose 6% following the news to $51.90. The 
deal represents a near 40% premium to the clos-
ing price the day before Musk disclosed he had 
bought a more than 9% stake. Even so, the offer 
is below the $70 range where Twitter was trading 
last year.

The network built for the future, and you
Build a modern network that provides scalability, 
operational efficiencies, and agility for increasing 
network demands.
See solutions
On Monday, Musk told his more than 80 million 
followers that the company has tremendous poten-
tial and he wanted to make it better by adding new 
features, making the algorithms open source to 
increase trust and defeat spam bots.

“I think if the company were given enough time 
to transform, we would have made substantially 
more than what Musk is currently offering,” said 
Jonathan Boyar, managing director at Boyar Value 
Group, which holds a stake in Twitter.

Get a Cisco DNA Starter Kit and save up to 25%
Build your kit today and enjoy up to 25% off 
when you bundle a Cisco DNA Center appliance 
with eligible access devices.
Get the offer

However, he added, “this transaction reinforces 
our belief that if the public markets do not proper-

ly value a company, an acquirer eventu-
ally will.”

Musk’s move continues a tradition of 
billionaires buying control of influential 
media platforms that include Rupert 
Murdoch’s takeover of the New York 
Post in 1976 and the Wall Street Journal 
in 2007 and Jeff Bezos’ 2013 acquisition 
of the Washington Post.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk speaks during a 
conversation with game designer Todd 
Howard at the E3 gaming convention in 
Los Angeles
Illustration shows Elon Musk twitter 
account and Twitter logo
Tesla CEO Elon Musk speaks during a 
conversation with game designer Todd 
Howard at the E3 gaming convention in 
Los Angele

The transaction was approved by the 
board and is now subject to a shareholder 
vote. No regulatory hurdles are expected, 
analysts said.

Daniel Ives, an analyst at Wedbush, said 
the company’s board of directors had its 
back “against the wall” once Musk de-
tailed his financing package and no other 
bidders or white knights emerged.

In a prepared statement the company said 
Musk secured $25.5 billion of debt and 
margin loan financing and is providing a 

$21 billion equity commitment.

It was not immediately clear what the 
breakup fee would be or who would run 
the new company.

Twitter’s outsized importance as a mouth-
piece for politicians, political dissidents 
and activists belies its relatively small 
size.

Although it is only about a tenth of the 
size of far larger social media platforms 
like Meta Platforms Inc’s (FB.O) Face-
book, it has been credited with helping 
spawn the Arab Spring uprising and ac-
cused of playing a role in the Jan. 6, 2021, 
storming of the U.S. Capitol.

After Twitter banned former President 
Donald Trump over concerns around in-
citement of violence following last year’s 
U.S. Capitol attack by his supporters, 
Musk tweeted: “A lot of people are going 
to be super unhappy with West Coast 
high tech as the de facto arbiter of free 
speech.”

Republicans on Monday cheered the news 
of a possible Musk buyout of Twitter, 
betting on Trump’s reinstatement on the 
service. read more

Trump, whose company is building a rival 
to Twitter called Truth Social, said he will 
not return to Twitter, according to a Fox 
News interview.

The White House declined on 
Monday to comment on Musk’s 
deal, but said that President Joe 
Biden has long been concerned 
about the power of social media 
platforms.

  “Our concerns are not new,” said 
White House spokesperson Jen 
Psaki, adding that the platforms 
need to be held accountable. “The 
president has long talked about 
his concerns about the power of 
social media platforms, includ-
ing Twitter and others, to spread 
misinformation.”



CC66English
星期二       2022年4月26日       Tuesday, April 26, 2022

Editor’s Choice

Supporters of Marine Le Pen, French far-right National Rally (Rassemblement 
National) party candidate for the 2022 French presidential election, react after 
early results in the second round of the 2022 French presidential election, as 
they gather in Henin-Beaumont, France. REUTERS/Johanna Geron

An Orthodox priest Oleksandr conducts the Orthodox Easter service next to The Nativity of the 
Holy Virgin Church damaged by shelling during Russia’s invasion in the village of Peremoha, 
in Kyiv region, Ukraine.  REUTERS/Vladyslav Musiienko

People queue to be tested for COVID-19 in Times Square, New York City, December 20. REU-
TERS/Andrew Kelly

A young girl looks at a cam-
era as people carry a huge 
Ukrainian flag as they partici-
pate in a peaceful demonstra-
tion “Solidarity with Ukraine” 
in Krakow, Poland. Jakub 
Wlodek/Agencja Wyborcza

Rescue workers search for 
survivors from the debris 
after an under-construction 
building collapsed in New 
Delhi, India. REUTERS/
Anushree Fadnavis

Megan Thee Stallion performs at 
the Coachella Valley Music and 
Arts Festival held at the Empire 
Polo Club in Indio, California.  
REUTERS/Maria Alejandra 
Cardona

Wealee@scdaily.com

Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

The 550,000
square-foot former
Houston Post Office
building has undergone
a major innovation by
Lovett Commercial
Development
Company that has
remodeled the space
into a multi-use project
that includes a food
court, a concert hall,
office space and
rooftop gardens.

Lovett Commercial’s
Director of
Development and
Project Manager Kirby
Liu said the firm took
on the redevelopment
project as a showcase

for reusing old
buildings rather than
tearing them down and
as a way to rebel
against the strip mall
concept.

Built in 1961, the
former post office was
named after the first
Black congresswoman
Barbara Jordan. This
morning we had an
opportunity to visit the
POST’s food project
that is open to all
different ethnic groups.
We were in the big hall
where many people
were enjoying their
meals with their
families. Walking on the rooftop

of the building, this
vast space is full of all

kinds of flowers and
overlooks the
sprawling skyline of
downtown Houston.

We are certainly happy
that Mr. Liu’s family
has brought such a
wonderful project to
Houston. We are very
proud of you.

0404//2525//20222022

HoustonHouston’’s New Tourist Landmarks New Tourist Landmark
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As more than 100 million Americans were nee-
dled and inoculated against COVID-19 with dos-
es produced by pharmaceutical powerhouses like 
Pfizer and Moderna, a scrappy team of scientists 
in an Army lab just outside the nation’s capital 
quietly continued manipulating proteins, testing 
monkeys and working to conceive a vaccine of 
the future. 
The product born of their experience, reason and 
labor was injected into its first human test subject 
on Tuesday.
“We want to win this battle, but we also want to 
win the long war,” said Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad, 
who leads the vaccine effort as director of the 
emerging infectious diseases branch of the Wal-
ter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) in 
Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Once the virus was sequenced in January 2020, 
he and his then modest team of 10 strategized and 
took on a blistering 24/7 effort, whittling a se-
lection of two dozen prototypes down to a single 
vaccine candidate within six months.
Over the last decade Modjarrad also led the Ar-

my’s vaccine efforts for Ebola and the Zika vi-
rus and was principal investigator of its cam-
paign against MERS, a disease itself caused 
by a coronavirus. And though WRAIR is the 
oldest biomedical research institute within the 
Department of Defense, the emerging infec-
tious diseases branch is still young.

Dr. Kayvon Modjarrad sits at his desk 
adorned with a 3-D model of the vaccine 
he co-invented. Modjarrad is the director 
of the emerging infectious diseases branch 
of the Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search (WRAIR). (Photo Matt Seyler, ABC 

News)
“We’re not Apple now -- we’re Apple 40 
years ago, in the garage,” Modjarrad said with 
a laugh.
Despite the frantic pace, Modjarrad -- who 
co-invented WRAIR’s eventual vaccine can-
didate -- knew it wouldn’t be the first to the 
public.
“This one takes a little bit longer in designing 
and then manufacturing,” he said.
From the beginning his focus was on next-gen-
eration threats, ones that could be thriving in 
unknown bat caves as you read this sentence, 
waiting to make contact and proliferate inside 
humans.
“Even though we got the (available vaccines) 
within a year, how many hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the U.S. and how many mil-
lions of people globally lost their lives before 
the vaccine was even available?” Modjarrad 
asked ABC News’ Bob Woodruff during an 
exclusive visit to the lab last week. “We want 
to get to a point where the vaccine is already 
out there -- maybe already in people’s arms 
-- before the next variant, next stream, next 
species of coronavirus occurs.”

The Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search (WRAIR), founded in 1893, is locat-
ed in Silver Spring, Md. (Photo/Matt Sey-
ler/ABC News)
The three vaccines already authorized for use 
in the U.S. work by feeding the body genet-
ic instructions to create the spike protein that 
is found on the surface of the virus. Once the 
body creates the protein, the immune system 
is alerted and begins forming antibodies. It’s 
a safe way of triggering a similar immune re-
sponse as one a person would have after con-
tracting the actual virus.                                                                   
The WRAIR vaccine skips both the in-
struction and creation steps, bringing the 
already-formed spike protein straight into 
the arm along with an immune-boosting ad-

juvant compound, quickly starting the antibody 
response.
And unlike other protein-based vaccines being 
tested, the WRAIR candidate presents virus-look-
ing nanoparticles, each with a consistent array of 
24 spike proteins arranged in small bouquets of 
three protruding from a ferritin base.
“There’s a lot of theories as to why something 
presented in this fashion gives such a good im-
mune response, but in some ways you can see it 
looks like a virus as well,” Modjarrad said. “So 
it has some properties that educate the immune 
response in a way that it gives you a very strong, 
but also a broad response.”
Test results with thousands of mice and dozens of 
monkeys have been promising.

A researcher works on coronavirus vaccine de-
velopment at the Walter Reed Army Institute 
of Research in Silver Spring, Md., April 28, 
2020. (photo/Matt Seyler/ABC News)
“We think (other) vaccines are probably going to 
be protective against new variants, but they might 
be decreased in their protection,” Modjarrad said. 
“What we’ve seen with our vaccine so far in ani-
mals ... is that the vaccine is not decreased in ef-
fectiveness against those variants at all. And it is 
effective against other coronaviruses like SARS-
1. So what we have developed now is starting to 
look like a pan-SARS vaccine ... and we’re going 
to start testing everything in between.”
If successful in clinical trials, WRAIR’s vaccine 
could become common among the U.S. popula-
tion, possibly as a booster for already-vaccinated 
people.
Being a military lab, practicality was a primary 
design concern, which could incidentally give 
their product global appeal. In particular, it is 
highly stable and doesn’t require special freezing.
“That means you can put it in a cooler on the back 
of a motorcycle in the Amazon or the Sahara or 
wherever, and that vaccine should still be OK,” 
Modjarrad said.
But the “if” remains. Though the WRAIR scien-
tists brim with confidence in conversation, they 
are soberly aware that their product has yet to be 

proven in humans.
“They have some very early data to suggest 
in the laboratory that the immune response 
evoked by this vaccine will cover a variety 
of different strains,” said Dr. William Schaff-
ner, a professor of preventative medicine and 
infectious diseases at Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville. “Whether that translates actually 
into protection in people against the variety of 
strains -- that remains to be determined. Long 
journeys, first steps.”

Cpt. Aaron Sanborn, RN, (far right), dis-
cusses the vaccination process with Francis 
Holinaty (left) during the first day of the 
vaccine entering clinical trials at the Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research’s Clinical 
Trials Center, April 6, 2021. (Photo/Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research)
On Tuesday, retired Army Col. Francis Ho-
linaty stepped up to be the first to be injected in 
WRAIR’s Phase 1 trial.
“Over my 30-year career I have served in many 
places around the world in many different op-
erational settings, some more arduous than 
others, some more hazardous than others,” Ho-
linaty said. “And one day I’m on the Metro, and 
it’s almost as if it was fate -- I just looked up 
and I saw a poster, and I saw Walter Reed, and it 
took me a while to process what this poster was 
saying. And when it dawned on me that they 
were trying to do a trial for the COVID-19, I 
saw this as another opportunity to just serve.”
Holinaty can’t be sure whether he received a 
dose of the vaccine or a placebo, but said af-
terward that he felt fine. He wanted people to 
know that there are many ways to fight the pan-
demic.
“You don’t have to be in the military, you don’t 
have to be a first responder, but you can help 
all,” he said. “And if you have a calling to help 
people this is just one of the ways you can do 
it.” (Courtesy abcnew.go.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Scientists Believe The Army’s Vaccine May Combat
Deadly Variants And Even Future Pandemics

Army’s Own Vaccine That Could Fight
COVID Variants Begins Human Trials

Maryland Army National Guardsmen fill out medical paperwork to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine at the U.S. Capitol Complex in Washington on Jan. 14, 2021. 
(Sgt. Chazz Kibler/National Guard)

COMMUNITY

The Alief Neighborhood Center combines 
three City of Houston departments (Li-
brary, Parks, & Health) to create a civic 
center at the heart of the redeveloped 37-
acre urban park. Raised out of the flood-
plain, the building’s elevated ‘front porch’ 
frames a space for the diverse community 
to come together, share ideas, and express 
an identity unique to Alief. The Center is 
a model for resilient design in a post-hur-
ricane Harvey environment – a ‘Lilly-pad’ 
for those seeking shelter from the storm.                                                                                                                                        
BUILDING AWARDS-                                                                                                                
Rethinking The Future Awards 2020
First Award | Public Building (Concept)
The $52 million, 63,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose facility at 11903 Bellaire 
will combine a health clinic, commu-
nity center and library into one space. 
The structure, which will sit in 37-acre 
Alief Park, will consolidate the Hen-
nington-Alief Regional Library at 7979 
South Kirkwood and the park’s existing 
community center, both of which are ag-
ing. It also will replace the area’s Wom-
en, Infants and Children Center, which 
today leases space at 12660 Beechnut.                                                                                                                              
City council passed one item appropriat-
ing $4.8 million for contractor EYP Inc. to 
begin construction on the new center, and 
another item giving Manhattan Constric-
tion $100,000 for construction manage-
ment services. 
The 70,000sf 2-story new building is ele-
vated over a parking area providing con-
venient access to the building programs di-
rectly above. Health Department programs 
provided include W.I.C. (Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children), DAWN (Diabetes 

Aw a r e n e s s 
N e t w o r k ) 
that pro-
vides sup-
port for a 
variety of 
chronic ill-
nesses, and 
a Senior 
Center. The 
Parks De-
p a r t m e n t 
p r o g r a m s 
include a 
f u l l - s i z e 
competition 
g y m n a s i -
um with a 
p e r i m e t e r 
e l e v a t e d 
w a l k i n g 
track above, 
a commu-
nity fitness 
center and 
spaces to 
support youth after-school and summer 
programs. 

The library, located on the second 
floor, and accessed through a grand 
‘stair-a-torium’ in the lobby contains 
light-filled stack-space and reading 

areas with expansive views both to the 
park to the south and to the existing 
grove of preserved trees on the north. 
Directly adjacent to the library, HPL’s 
technology-rich TechLINK youth mak-
er-doer program contains spaces for col-
laboration, the ‘Tiny Techs’ children’s 
area, music recording studio, virtual 
reality stations, photo/video lab, and a 
maker space. 

Site amenities include a competition 
soccer field, two full-size practice 
soccer fields, two futsal courts (fast-
paced soccer played on a hard-surfaced 
smaller court) baseball field, skate 
park, tennis courts, children’s play-
ground, outdoor swimming pool facil-
ity, community gardens, a marketplace 
venue, and outdoor event space areas.                                                                                                 
The Alief Neighborhood Center is 

scheduled to open in early 2022.             

The Mission Of The Alief 
Neighborhood Center

To Foster A Culture Of Health          

To Create A Heart For Civic Engage-
ment

All In A Spirit of Shared Collaboration

With The Biggest Front Porch In Texas!
                                                                        

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

New Alief Neighborhood  Center Represents Future Cultural Reality Of Area 

Sponsored by the ITC Com-
munity Empowerment Orga-
nization with the collaboration 
of the SEONE Corporation, 
the Community Resource Cen-
ter opens its door on Tuesday, 
April 6, 2021, at the Southern 
News Group building. 
The mission of the Community 
Resource Center is to serve as a 
“one stop-shop” for the under-
served minority population in 
the southwest area of Houston. 
The Center will provide mem-
bers of the community with 
information that will empower 
them to improve their quality 
of life and to also serve as a 
way for participants to access 
the rich pool of resources avail-

able to them.

Southern News Group, 
Houston, Texas

Members of the community 
who have questions about any 
of the variety of issues the Cen-
ter will address are encouraged 
to schedule interviews with the 
Center. The Center will link the 
person with a professional who 
can best address their needs. 

The areas the Center will ad-
dress include disaster assis-
tance, loans and grants, small 
business development, tax 
information, immigration, le-
gal issues, workforce, housing 
and renting, veterans issues, 
medical, healthcare service, 
education, skills development, 
children and child welfare and 
city services.
The Center’s services will be 
led by senior educator, Dr. Tina 
Agosa and many other assis-
tants.

Related

Community Resource Center Opens
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