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Blast kills more than 50 at Kabul mosque, 
its leader says

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 281-965-6390
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins

Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

Inside C2

KABUL, April 29 (Reuters) - A powerful explo-
sion killed more than 50 worshippers after Friday 
prayers at a Kabul mosque, its leader said, the 
latest in a series of attacks on civilian targets in 
Afghanistan during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan.

The blast hit the Khalifa Sahib Mosque in the 
west of the capital in the early afternoon, said 
Besmullah Habib, deputy spokesman for the 
interior ministry, who said the official confirmed 
death toll was 10.

Report ad
The attack came as worshippers at the Sun-
ni mosque gathered after Friday prayers for a 
congregation known as Zikr - an act of religious 
remembrance practised by some Muslims but seen 
as heretical by some hardline Sunni groups.

Sayed Fazil Agha, the head of the mosque, said 
someone they believed was a suicide bomber 
joined them in the ceremony and detonated explo-
sives.

“Black smoke rose and spread everywhere, dead 
bodies were everywhere,” he told Reuters, adding 
that his nephews were among the dead. “I myself 
survived, but lost my beloved ones.”

Report ad
Resident Mohammad Sabir said he had seen 
wounded people being loaded into ambulances.

“The blast was very loud, I thought my eardrums 
were cracked,” he said.

A health source said hospitals had received 66 
dead bodies and 78 wounded people so far.

The United States and the United Nations’ mis-
sion to Afghanistan condemned the attack, with 
the latter saying it was part of an uptick in vio-
lence in recent weeks targeting minorities and 
adding that at least two U.N. staff members and 
their families were in the mosque at the time of 
the attack.

“No words are strong enough to condemn this 
despicable act,” said Mette Knudsen, the U.N. 
secretary general’s deputy special representative 
for Afghanistan.

Emergency Hospital in downtown Kabul said 
it was treating 21 patients and two were dead 
on arrival. A worker at another hospital treating 
attack patients said it had received 49 patients and 
around five bodies. Ten of the patients were in 
critical condition, the source added, and almost 20 

had been admitted to the burns unit.

A spokesman for the ruling Taliban, Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, released a statement condemning 
the blast and saying the perpetrators would be 
found and punished.

It was not immediately clear who was respon-
sible.

Scores of Afghan civilians have been killed 
in recent weeks in blasts, some of which have 
been claimed by Islamic State.

Emergency Hospital said it had treated more 
than 100 patients wounded in attacks in Kabul 
in April alone. The latest attack came on the 
last Friday in the month of Ramadan in which 
most Muslims fast, and before the religious 
holiday of Eid next week.

The Taliban say they have secured the coun-
try since taking power in August and largely 
eliminated Islamic State’s local offshoot, but 
international officials and analysts say the risk 
of a resurgence in militancy remains.

Many of the attacks have targeted the Shi’ite 
minority, however Sunni mosques have also 
been attacked.

Bombs exploded aboard two passenger vans 
carrying Shi’ite Muslims in the northern city 
of Mazar-e-Sharif on Thursday, killing at least 
nine people. Last Friday, a blast tore through a 
Sunni mosque during Friday prayers in the city 
of Kunduz, killing 33.

Afghan men flee 
near the site of 
explosions at 
Khalifa Sahib 
Mosque in Ka-
bul, Afghanistan 
April 29, 2022. 
REUTERS/Ali 
Khara

Ghislaine Maxwell loses 
motion to toss U.S. sex 
trafficking conviction
NEW YORK, April 29 (Reuters) 
- Ghislaine Maxwell on Friday 
lost a bid to overturn her De-
cember 2021 conviction on sex 
trafficking charges for her role in 
helping the late financier Jeffrey 
Epstein sexually abuse teenage 
girls.

In a written ruling, U.S. Circuit 
Judge Alison Nathan upheld the 
British socialite’s guilty ver-
dict on three of the five counts 
- including sex trafficking - for 
which she was convicted, saying 
that the jury’s verdict was sup-
ported by witness testimony and 
evidence presented at trial.

Nathan rejected the guilty 
verdicts reached on two of the 
counts, potentially reducing 
Maxwell’s sentence. Nathan said 

three of the charges effectively 
covered the same offense, so 
upheld only one of those three 
guilty verdicts.

She was convicted on five of six 
charges at trial.

Epstein, himself a convicted sex 
offender, died by suicide in his 
Manhattan jail cell in 2019 at the 
age of 66 while awaiting trial on 
sex trafficking charges.
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More than five hundred
Houston area
community and political
leaders were invited by
the Rice University
Board of Trustees to
attend an evening
honoring President
David Leebron and Y.
Ping Sun. This warm
and luxurious dinner in
Rice’s ION building
was held to say
farewell to the couple’
s eighteen years of
outstanding service to
the university.

Under their leadership,
Rice University
expanded student

enrollments by more
than 30 percent and
made many
contributions to
science and
technology around the
world.

Standing next to the
President is the First
Lady of Rice
University, Y. Ping
Sun. She came to
America with
twenty-five U.S.
dollars in her pockets
and went to Princeton
where she finished her
law school degree and
married Leebron which
changed her life.

At the dinner party her
parents and family
members were among
the guests. She spoke
to the audience and
expressed her thanks
to her parents in
Chinese and said she
was from mainland
China. We were so
moved by her speech.
She has created a
brilliant life in America
today from a very poor
life in mainland China
at that time. This is a

success story of the
new immigrants and
the pride of Chinese
Americans.

In the spacious and
elegant residence of
the President of Rice
University, the couple
has held various
charitable and cultural
events, especially.
Every Lunar New Year,
Ping prepared
delicious Chinese food
to entertain the guests,
especially for those

from the local Chinese
community.

From Ping Sun’s
excellent performance
and life, she has
spread and followed
the excellent tradition
of filial piety and loyalty
to the Chinese culture.

Ping, we are really
proud of you. We hope
more of Ping Sun’s
will be among our
Chinese-American
community in the future.
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Dima, a three-year-old boy who was wounded during the shelling of Mariupol, 
lies in a bed in the children’s ward of the hospital in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, 
March 29, 2022. REUTERS/Marko Djurica

A Chilean Air Force’s aerobatics team member performs ahead of the International Air and 
Space Fair (FIDAE) at Santiago international airport, Chile April 4. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado

Crystal Palace’s Wilfried Zaha in action during a Premier League match versus Arsenal at 
Selhurst Park, London, Britain, April 4. REUTERS/David Klein

Local resident Viktoria Mukh-
ina, 33, plants tulips with her 
daughter Miroslava near an 
apartment building damaged 
during Ukraine-Russia conflict 
in the southern port city of Mar-
iupol, Ukraine April 4. REU-
TERS/Alexander Ermochenko

Volunteers unload from 
a van bags containing 
bodies of civilians after 
they collected them from 
the streets to gather them 
at a cemetery before they 
take them to the morgue 
in Bucha, in Kyiv region, 
Ukraine April 4. REU-
TERS/Zohra Bensemra

Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy looks on as he 
is surrounded by Ukrainian 
servicemen as Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine continues, in Bucha, 
outside Kyiv, Ukraine, April 4. 
REUTERS/Marko Djurica



Early life

Childhood and Family
Elon Reeve Musk was born on June 28, 1971, in Pretoria, 
South Africa. His mother is Maye Musk (née Haldeman), 
a model and dietitian born in Saskatchewan, Canada, but 
raised in South Africa. His father is Errol Musk, a White 
South African electromechanical engineer, pilot, sailor, con-
sultant, and property developer who was once a half-owner 
of a Zambian emerald mine near Lake Tanganyika.
Musk has a younger brother, Kimbal (born 1972), and a 
younger sister, Tosca (born 1974). His maternal grandfather, 
Joshua Haldeman, was an adventurous American-born 
Canadian who took his family on record-breaking journeys 
in a single-engine Bellanca airplane to Africa and Australia; 
Musk has British and Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry. When 
Musk was a child, his adenoids were removed because doc-
tors suspected that he was deaf, but his mother later decided 
that he was thinking “in another world.” 

Elon (far left), Kimbal, and Tosca Musk with their mother, 
Maye, in Spain for Kimbal and Christiana’s wedding in 
June 2018. (Photo/Chris & Ruth Photography)
The family was very wealthy in Elon’s youth; Errol Musk 
once said, “We had so much money at times we couldn’t 
even close our safe”. After his parents divorced in 1980, 
Musk mostly lived with his father in Pretoria and else-
where, a choice he made two years after the divorce and 
subsequently regretted.  Musk has become estranged from 
his father, whom he describes as “a terrible human being... 
Almost every evil thing you could possibly think of, he has 
done.” He has a half-sister and a half-brother on his father’s 
side. Elon attended an Anglican Sunday school in his youth. 
Around age 10, Musk developed an interest in computing 
and video games and acquired a Commodore VIC-20. He 
learned computer programming using a manual and, at age 
12, sold the code of a BASIC-based video game he created 

called Blastar to PC and Office Technology magazine for 
approximately $500. An awkward and introverted child, 
Musk was bullied throughout his childhood and was 
once hospitalized after a group of boys threw him down a 
flight of stairs. He attended Waterkloof House Preparato-
ry School and Bryanston High School before graduating 
from Pretoria Boys High School. 
Education
Aware that it would be easier to enter the United States 
from Canada, Musk applied for a Canadian passport 
through his Canadian-born mother. While awaiting the 
documentation, he attended the University of Pretoria 
for five months; this allowed him to avoid mandatory 
service in the South African military. Musk arrived in 
Canada in June 1989, and lived with a second cousin in 
Saskatchewan for a year, working odd jobs at a farm and 
lumber-mill. In 1990, he entered Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Ontario. Two years later, he transferred to the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he graduated in 1997 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in physics and a Bachelor 
of Science degree in economics. 

Musk graduated from Pretoria 
Boys High School in South Africa.
In 1995, he was accepted to a Doc-
tor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) program 

in materials science at Stanford University in California. 
Musk attempted to get a job at Netscape but never re-
ceived a response to his inquiries. He dropped out of Stan-
ford after two days, deciding instead to join the Internet 
boom and launch an Internet startup. 
Business Career                                                                                                
In 1995, Musk, his brother Kimbal, and Greg Kouri 
founded web software company Zip2 with funds from 
angel investors. They housed the venture at a small rented 
office in Palo Alto. The company developed and marketed 
an Internet city guide for the newspaper publishing indus-
try, with maps, directions, and yellow pages. Musk says 
that before the company became successful, he could not 
afford an apartment and instead rented an office and slept 
on the couch and showered at the YMCA, and shared one 
computer with his brother. When he and Kimbal could not 
agree on business decisions, they settled their differences 
through wrestling. 
X.com and PayPal
In 1999, Musk co-founded X.com, an online financial ser-
vices and e-mail payment company. The startup was one 
of the first federally insured online banks, and, in its initial 
months of operation, over 200,000 customers joined the 
service. The company’s investors regarded Musk as in-
experienced and had him replaced with Intuit CEO Bill 
Harris by the end of the year. The following year, X.com 
merged with online bank Confinity to avoid competition. 
Founded by Max Levchin and Peter Thiel, Confinity had 
its own money-transfer service, PayPal, which was more 
popular than X.com’s service. Within the merged compa-

ny, Musk returned as CEO. Musk’s preference for Mic-
rosoft software over Linux created a rift in the company 
and caused Thiel to resign. Due to resulting technological 
issues and lack of a cohesive business model, the board 
ousted Musk and replaced him with Thiel in September 
2000. Under Thiel, the company focused on the PayPal 
service and was renamed PayPal in 2001. In 2002, PayPal 
was acquired by eBay for $1.5 billion in stock, of which 
Musk—the largest shareholder with 11.72% of shares—
received $175.8 million. 
In 2017, Musk purchased the domain X.com from PayP-
al for an undisclosed amount, explaining it has sentimental 
value. 
SpaceX
In 2001, Musk became involved with the nonprofit Mars 
Society. He was inspired by plans to place a growth-cham-
ber for plants on Mars and discussed funding the project 
himself. In October 2001, Musk traveled to Moscow with 
Jim Cantrell and Mike Griffin to buy refurbished Inter-
continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) that could send the 
greenhouse payloads into space. He met with companies 
NPO Lavochkin and Kosmotras; however, Musk was 
seen as a novice and was even spat on by one of the Rus-
sian chief designers. 

Musk explains the planned capabil-
ities of SpaceX Starship to NORAD 
and Air Force Space Command in 
2019
The group returned to the United States 
empty-handed. In February 2002, the 
group returned to Russia to look for 

three ICBMs. They had another meeting with Kosmotras 
and were offered one rocket for $8 million, which Musk 
rejected. Musk instead decided to start a company that 
could build affordable rockets. With $100 million of his 
early fortune, Musk founded Space Exploration Technol-
ogies Corp., traded as SpaceX, in May 2002.[73] As of 
2021, he remains the company’s CEO and also holds the 
title of Chief Engineer. 
SpaceX attempted its first launch of the Falcon 1 rocket 
in 2006, and although the rocket failed to reach Earth or-
bit, it was awarded a Commercial Orbital Transportation 
Services program contract from NASA later that year.[76] 
After two more failed attempts, which reportedly caused 
Musk so much stress that he was “waking from night-
mares, screaming and in physical pain,” SpaceX succeed-
ed in launching the Falcon 1 into orbit in 2008, making it 
the first private liquid-fuel rocket to do so. 

Later that year, SpaceX re-
ceived a $1.6 billion Com-
mercial Resupply Services 
program contract from 
NASA for 12 flights of its 
Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon 

spacecraft to the International Space Station, replacing the 
Space Shuttle after its 2011 retirement. In 2012, the Drag-
on vehicle berthed with the ISS, a first for a private enter-
prise. (For additional reference, go to: https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Elon_Musk)
Tesla 
Tesla, Inc.—originally Tesla Motors—was incorporated 
in July 2003 by Martin Eberhard and Marc Tarpenning, 
who financed the company until the Series A round of 
funding. Both men played active roles in the company’s 

early development prior to Musk’s involvement. Musk 
led the Series A round of investment in February 2004; he 
invested $6.5 million, became the majority shareholder, 
and joined Tesla’s board of directors as chairman. Musk 
took an active role within the company and oversaw 
Roadster product design but was not deeply involved 
in day-to-day business operations. Following a series of 
escalating conflicts in 2007 and the 2008 financial cri-
sis, Eberhard was ousted from the firm. Musk assumed 
leadership of the company as CEO and product architect 
in 2008. A 2009 lawsuit settlement with Eberhard desig-
nated Musk as a Tesla co-founder, along with Tarpenning 
and two others. As of 2019, Elon Musk was the longest 
tenured CEO of any automotive manufacturer globally. 
In 2021, Musk nominally changed his title to Technoking 
while retaining his position as CEO. 

Musk next to a Tesla 
Model S at the Tesla Fre-
mont Factory in 2011.
Tesla first built an electric 
sports car, the Roadster, in 
2008. With sales of about 
2,500 vehicles, it was the 

first serial production all-electric car to use lithium-ion 
battery cells. Tesla began delivery of its four-door Model 
S sedan in 2012; a cross-over, the Model X was launched 
in 2015. A mass market sedan, the Model 3, was released 
in 2017. As of March 2020, it is the world’s best-selling 
electric car, with more than 500,000 units delivered.[113] 
A fifth vehicle, the Model Y crossover, was launched in 
2020. The Cybertruck, an all-electric pickup truck, was 
unveiled in 2019. Under Musk, Tesla has also constructed 
multiple lithium-ion battery and electric vehicle subas-
sembly factories, such as Gigafactory 1 in Nevada and 
Gigafactory 3 in China. 
Since its initial public offering in 2010, Tesla stock has 
risen significantly; it became the most valuable carmak-
er in summer 2020, and it entered the S&P 500 later that 
year. In October 2021 it reached a market capitalization 
of $1 trillion, the sixth company to do so in U.S. history. 
On November 6, 2021, Musk proposed on Twitter selling 
10% of his Tesla stock, since “much is made lately of un-
realized gains being a means of tax avoidance”. 

Tesla’s sprawling facto-
ry and headquarters in 
Austin, Texas.
After more than 3.5 mil-
lion Twitter accounts sup-
ported the sale, Musk sold 

$6.9 billion of Tesla stock in the week ending November 
12, and a total of $16.4 billion by year end, reaching the 
10% target. In February 2022, The Wall Street Journal 
reported that both Elon and Kimbal Musk were under in-
vestigation by the SEC for possible insider trading related 
to the sale. 
Neuralink
In 2016, Musk co-founded Neuralink, a neurotechnol-
ogy startup company to integrate the human brain with 
artificial intelligence (AI) by creating devices that are em-
bedded in the human brain to facilitate its merging with 
machines. The devices will also reconcile with the latest 
improvements in artificial intelligence to stay updated. 
Such improvements could enhance memory or allow the 
devices to communicate with software more effectively. 

Musk discussing a Neu-
ralink device during a live 
demonstration in 2020
At a live demonstration in 
August 2020, Musk de-
scribed one of their early 
devices as “a Fitbit in your 

skull” that could soon cure paralysis, deafness, blindness, 
and other disabilities.  (For additional reference, go to: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elon_Musk)
 The Boring Company
In 2016, Musk founded The Boring Company to con-
struct tunnels. In early 2017, the company began discus-
sions with regulatory bodies and initiated construction of 
a 30-foot (9.1 m) wide, 50-foot (15 m) long, and 15-foot 
(4.6 m) deep “test trench” on the premises of SpaceX’s 
offices as it required no permits. A tunnel beneath the Las 
Vegas Convention Center was completed in early 2021. 
Local officials have approved further expansions of the 
tunnel system. 

Musk during the 2018 inau-
guration of the Boring Test 
Tunnel in Hawthorne, Cali-
fornia.

Personal Life
Born                                                                                                                                                  
Elon Reeve Musk
June 28, 1971 (age 50)
Pretoria, Transvaal, South Africa
Citizenship
United States[1]
Education
University of Pennsylvania (BS; BA)
Titles
 Founder, CEO and Chief Engineer of SpaceX
CEO and product architect of Tesla, Inc.
Founder of The Boring Company and X.com (now part 
of PayPal)
Co-founder of Neuralink, OpenAI, and Zip2
President of Musk Foundation
Spouse(s)
Justine Wilson
(m. 2000; div. 2008)
Talulah Riley
(m. 2010; div. 2012)
(m. 2013; div. 2016)
Partner(s)
Grimes (2018–2022)[2]
Children
8
Parent(s)
Maye Musk (mother)
Relatives
Tosca Musk (sister)
Kimbal Musk (brother)
Lyndon Rive (cousin)
Companies
 Zip2, X.com, PayPal, SpaceX, Tesla, Inc., SolarCity, Tes-
la Energy, Hyperloop, OpenAI, Neuralink, The Boring 
Company, Twitter
For additional reference, go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Elon_Musk (Courtesy https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Elon_Musk)
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Elon Musk has reached a $44bn deal to buy Twit-
ter in a takeover that will give the world’s richest 
man control of a social network with more than 
200 million users. The sale will put the Tesla chief 
executive in charge of a company that he has fre-
quently criticized, claiming it has not lived up to 
its potential as a platform for “free speech”.
The deal last Monday comes after a dramatic 
few weeks of speculation about Twitter’s future, 
triggered by Musk’s emergence as the platform’s 
largest single shareholder on 4 April. He then 
declared a takeover bid on 14 April, offering to 
buy all Twitter’s shares for $54.20 each. At first, 
Twitter’s board seemed opposed, enacting an an-
ti-takeover measure known as a poison pill that 
could have made a takeover attempt prohibitive-
ly expensive. But its initial reluctance to accept 
a transaction appeared to fade after Musk con-
firmed a funding package for the deal – including 
$21bn of his own money, alongside debt funding 
from Morgan Stanley and other financial institu-
tions – and shareholders warmed to it.
“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning de-
mocracy, and Twitter is the digital town square 
where matters vital to the future of humanity 
are debated,” Musk said in a statement posted to 
Twitter. “Twitter has tremendous potential – I look 
forward to working with the company and users 
to unlock it,” he added.

Twitter said the 
transaction had been 
unanimously ap-
proved by its board 
of directors and was 
expected to close in 

2022, pending regulatory sign-off and the approv-
al of shareholders. The platform has 217 active 
daily million users.

“Twitter has a purpose and relevance that im-
pacts the entire world,” Twitter’s chief exec-
utive, Parag Agrawal, said in a tweet confirm-
ing the sale. “Deeply proud of our teams and 
inspired by the work that has never been more 
important.”
The Musk takeover has been unexpected and 
controversial amongst Twitter employees. 
Speaking at an all-hands meeting on Monday 
following news of the deal, Agrawal told em-
ployees that the future direction of the social 
network was uncertain.
“Once the deal closes, we don’t know which 
direction the platform will go,” Agrawal 
said. Musk will join Twitter staff for a ques-
tion-and-answer session at a later date, the com-
pany told employees.
The company, which launched in 2006, cur-
rently has a market cap of nearly $40bn. Its 
co-founder Jack Dorsey stepped down as chief 
executive officer in November 2021, handing 
the reins to Agrawal, the company’s former 
chief technology officer.

“Free Speech Is The Bedrock Of A 
Functioning  Democracy, And Twitter 

Is The Digital Town Square.”
                                                          

--Elon Musk
Musk is himself a prominent user of the app, 
with 83m followers, and tweeted as early as 
2017 expressing interest in buying the company. 
He has signalled that Twitter needs to be trans-
formed as a private company in order to build 
trust with users and do better at serving what he 
calls the “societal imperative” of free speech.
“I hope that even my worst critics remain 
on Twitter, because that is what free speech 
means,” he tweeted on Monday.
It remains to be seen how Musk will reshape the 
company, but the billionaire has proposed sever-
al changes in recent weeks. They include relax-
ing its content restrictions, ridding the platform 
of fake and automated accounts, and shifting 
away from its advertising-based revenue model.

Elaborating on his goals, Musk added on Mon-
day that he wanted to “make Twitter better 
than ever by enhancing the product with new 
features, making the algorithms open source to 
increase trust, defeating the spam bots, and au-
thenticating all humans”.
Musk has long been a popular if contentious 
figure on the platform. And despite claiming to 
be a “free speech absolutist”, Musk regularly 
blocks social media users who have criticized 
him or his company and has used the platform 
to bully reporters who have written critical arti-
cles about him or his company.

The deal is not expected to face serious scru-
tiny from US competition authorities because 
Musk’s other major business interests – Tesla, 
an electric car company, the SpaceX rocket 
business, and the tunnelling firm the Boring 
Company – do not compete with Twitter. 
It is, however, likely to draw comment from pol-
iticians and campaigning bodies given Twitter’s 
influence as an information source and Musk’s 
stance on free speech. The purchase also comes 
amid intensifying criticism of big tech’s power 
and underscores the ability of wealthy execu-
tives to control platforms used by millions.
“No matter who owns or runs Twitter, the pres-
ident has long been concerned about the pow-
er of large social media platforms,” the White 
House spokeswoman Jen Psaki commented on 
the purchase on Monday.
Rebecca Allensworth, professor of law at Van-
derbilt University, described the deal as “trou-
bling” due to the amount of power now wielded 
by Musk, a concern shared by many others.
“There is something deeply troubling about 
a privately-held company holding the power 
Twitter does over public speech, especially if 
Twitter will be controlled by someone with 
as idiosyncratic views about speech as Musk. 
American free speech law is essentially just the 
first amendment, which only constrains gov-
ernment actors, not a company like Twitter or a 
person like Elon Musk,” she said.

The Twitter headquar-
ters in San Francisco. 
(Photo/Jed Jacobsohn/
AP)
Speculation has already 

begun as to whether Musk will reinstate high 
profile accounts that have previously been re-
moved for violating community guidelines, 
including that of Donald Trump. Trump was 
permanently banned from Twitter in 2021 for 
his use of the platform to incite unrest at the US 

capitol.
After the deal was announced, the NAACP re-
leased a statement that urged Musk not to allow 
the 45th president back on to the platform.
“Disinformation, misinformation and hate 
speech have NO PLACE on Twitter,” the civil 
rights organization said in a statement. “Do not 
allow 45 to return to the platform. Do not allow 
Twitter to become a petri dish for hate speech, or 
falsehoods that subvert our democracy.”
Trump has so far said he would not return to 
Twitter if his account were reinstated, telling 
Fox News on Monday: “I hope Elon buys Twit-
ter because he’ll make improvements to it and 
he is a good man, but I am going to be staying 
on Truth,” a reference to his own startup Truth 
Social.
Suzanne Nossel, chief executive officer of PEN 
America, a non-profit organization that works 
to protect freedom of expression in the US, and 
a member of the Facebook Oversight Board, 
warned Musk against indulging in a “fantasy” 
of dismantling moderation guidelines.
“Elon Musk will learn the same lesson about 
self-governing social media as he has about 
self-driving vehicles, which is that they un-
avoidably crash. Musk is right that our current 
systems of content moderation are biased and 
flawed, but the idea that the rules can be swept 
away wholesale is fallacy,” Nossel said.
Musk is the world’s wealthiest person, accord-
ing to Forbes, with a nearly $279bn fortune. He 
began building his wealth in 1999 when he sold 
Zip2, an online mapping and business directo-
ry, for $307m. He used his share to create what 
would become PayPal, sold to eBay for $1.5bn 
in 2002. That same year, Musk founded Space 
Exploration Technologies, or SpaceX, after 
finding that cost constraints were limiting Nasas 
interplanetary travel. The company eventually 
developed cost-effective reusable rockets.

Musk next to a Tesla 
Model S at the Tesla 
Fremont Factory in 
2011
In 2004, Musk was 
courted to invest in 
Tesla, then a startup 

trying to build an electric car. Eventually he 
became CEO and led the company to success 
as the world’s most valuable automaker and 
largest seller of electric vehicles. Some have 
questioned how Musk will divide his time and 
attention between all the companies he operates, 
though his track record of successful ventures 
is also seen as a positive for Twitter. Shares of 
Twitter rose 5% on Monday to $51.50 per share 
after news of the sale.
After raging against Twitter’s censorship pol-
icies for months, Elon Musk is set to own the 
social media leviathan after raising $44 billion 
in capital for the purchase. Twitter’s board has 
accepted an offer from billionaire Elon Musk 

to buy the social media company and take it 
private, the company announced Monday. The 
deal was one of the largest of its kind.
“Free speech is the bedrock of a functioning de-
mocracy, and Twitter is the digital town square 
where matters vital to the future of humanity are 
debated,” Musk said in a statement included in 
the press release announcing the $44 billion deal. 
“I also want to make Twitter better than ever by 
enhancing the product with new features, mak-
ing the algorithms open source to increase trust, 
defeating the spam bots, and authenticating all 
humans. Twitter has tremendous potential – I 
look forward to working with the company and 
the community of users to unlock it.
Twitter, Inc. (NYSE: TWTR) announced that 
it has entered into a definitive agreement to be 
acquired by an entity wholly owned by Elon 
Musk, for $54.20 per share in cash in a trans-
action valued at approximately $44 billion. 
Upon completion of the transaction, Twitter 
will become a privately held company. Under 
the terms of the agreement, Twitter stockhold-
ers will receive $54.20 in cash for each share of 
Twitter common stock that they own upon clos-
ing of the proposed transaction.

Elon Musk’s takeover of Twitter has raised 
concerns about the future direction of the 
platform. (Photo/Scott Olson/Getty Images)
The purchase price represents a 38% premium 
to Twitter’s closing stock price on April 1, 2022, 
which was the last trading day before Mr. Musk 
disclosed his approximately 9% stake in Twitter.
Bret Taylor, Twitter’s Independent Board Chair, 
said, “The Twitter Board conducted a thought-
ful and comprehensive process to assess Elon’s 
proposal with a deliberate focus on value, cer-
tainty, and financing. The proposed transaction 
will deliver a substantial cash premium, and we 
believe it is the best path forward for Twitter’s 
stockholders.”
Parag Agrawal, Twitter’s CEO, said, “Twitter 
has a purpose and relevance that impacts the 
entire world. Deeply proud of our teams and 
inspired by the work that has never been more 
important.”
Musk has promised to “unlock” Twitter’s full 
potential, and promote a much hardier approach 
to free speech on the app once he takes over. 
(Courtesy https://flagandcross.com/elon-musk-
buys-twitter-in-enormous-44-billion-deal/) 
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