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Russian forces reach centre of key Ukraine 
city, U.S. to send precision rockets to Kyiv
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KYIV, June 1 (Reuters) - Russian forces on 
Wednesday fought their way into the centre 
of the Ukrainian industrial city of Sieviero-
donetsk and appeared to be close to claiming 
a big prize in their offensive in the eastern 
Donbas region.

But in a boost for Ukraine, locked in a grind-
ing struggle against the invading army, the 
United States announced a new $700 mil-
lion weapons package for Kyiv which will 
include advanced rocket systems capable of 
hitting targets up to 80 km (50 miles) away.

Moscow accused the United States of adding 
“fuel to the fire” and Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said the supply of the 
rocket launchers raised the risk of a “third 
country” being dragged into the conflict.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said 
Ukraine had promised Washington it will not 
use the rocket systems to hit targets inside 
Russia. U.S. President Joe Biden hoped the 
stepped-up arms supplies would help push 
Moscow to negotiate an end to the war, now 
in its fourth month.

After days of heavy fighting around Sieviero-
donetsk, much of which has been laid to waste by 
Russian artillery bombardments, Russian troops 
were inching forward through the city streets.

“The enemy has entered the center of Sieviero-
donetsk and is trying to take up positions. The 
situation is very difficult,” Ukrainian military 
spokesman Oleksandr Motuzyanyk told a briefing.

“I do not want to evaluate or give any percentage 
of what we control and do not control. We know 
the enemy’s goals and are doing everything to 
prevent them from being achieved,” he said.

If Russia captures the city and its smaller twin 
Lysychansk on the west bank of the Siverskyi Do-
nets river, it will hold all of Luhansk, one of two 
provinces in the Donbas that Moscow claims on 
behalf of separatists and a key war aim of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

Provincial governor Serhiy Gaidai said 70% of 
the city was under Russian control, about 10-15% 
“a kind of grey zone” and the rest held by the 
Ukrainian defenders.

“There have been some counter-attacks on sepa-
rate streets,” he said.

About 15,000 people remained in the city, he said.

“There are civilians there in bomb shelters, there 
are quite a few of them left, most of whom did not 
wish to leave.”

He also said that a Russian air strike hit the Azot chem-
ical factory in Sievierodonetsk on Tuesday, blowing up 
a tank of toxic nitric acid and releasing a plume of pink 
smoke. Reuters could not independently confirm the 
cause of the incident.

Gaidai said Lysychansk was easier to defend as it is 
located on a hill but Russian forces would target it with 
artillery and mortars once in full control of Sievierodo-
netsk.

Ukrainian servicemen walk as seeds burn in a grain 
silos after it was shelled repeatedly, amid Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, in Donetsk region, Ukraine May 31, 
2022. REUTERS/Serhii Nuzhnenko

The leader of the pro-Moscow Luhansk People’s Re-
public, Leonid Pasechnik, told TASS news agency that 
Russian proxies had advanced slower than expected 
to safeguard city infrastructure and “exercise caution 
around its chemical factories”.

Jan Egeland, head of the Norwegian Refugee Council 
aid agency which had long operated out of Sieviero-
donetsk, said up to 12,000 civilians remain trapped in 
the crossfire, without sufficient access to water, food, 
medicine or electricity.

Putin sent his troops over the border on what he calls 
a special military operation on Feb. 24 to disarm and 
“denazify” Ukraine. Ukraine and its allies call this a 
baseless pretext for a war of aggression and the West 
has imposed stringent sanctions on Russia in a bid to 

strangle its economy.

Thousands of people have been killed in Ukraine and 
millions more displaced since the invasion began. 
read more

WEAPONS PACKAGE
Besides the precision HIMARS rocket systems, the 
new U.S. package includes ammunition, counter 
fire radars, air surveillance radars, additional Javelin 
anti-tank missiles and anti-armour weapons, officials 
said.

“The United States will stand with our Ukrainian 
partners and continue to provide Ukraine with weap-
ons and equipment to defend itself,” President Biden 
said in a statement.

The decision to give Ukraine the rocket systems was 
made after Washington received assurances from 
Kyiv that it would not use them to hit targets inside 
Russian territory, which could seriously escalate the 
war.

Ukraine has been seeking Multiple Rocket Launch 
Systems (MLRS) such as the M270 and M142 HI-
MARS to provide more firepower at longer range to 
hit Russian troop concentrations and weapons stock-
piles at the Russian forces’ rear.

Deputy White House national security adviser Jona-
than Finer said Washington believed the system will 
meet Kyiv’s needs.
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Editor’s Choice

People comfort each other outside the Sacred Heart Catholic Church after at-
tending the funeral service of Amerie Jo Garza, one of the victims of the Robb 
Elementary school mass shooting that resulted in the deaths of 19 children and 
two teachers, in Uvalde, Texas. REUTERS/Shannon Stapleton

A family reunification takes place when a woman carrying a baby reacts after evacuating from 
Russian troop-occupied Kupiansk town in a bus convoy, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, on the 
outskirts of Kharkiv, Ukraine. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado

Workers in protective suits stand on a truck as the city prepares to end the lockdown 
placed to curb the coronavirus outbreak in Shanghai, China. REUTERS/Aly Song

Members of the K-Pop band 
BTS (not in order) Kim 
Taehyung, Kim Seokjin, Jeon 
Jeongguk, Kim Namjoon, Park 
Jimin, Jung Hoseok and Min 
Yoon-gi makes statements 
against anti-Asian hate crimes 
and for inclusion and represen-
tation during the daily briefing 
at the White House in Washing-
ton. REUTERS/Leah Millis

Children run holding flags 
during a candlelight vigil on 
Canada’s first National Day 
for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion at Chiefswood Park in 
Ohsweken, Ontario, Canada 
REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

An evacuation convoy travels 

from Russian troop-occupied 

Kupiansk town, along a dam-

aged road, amid Russia’s attack 

on Ukraine, on the outskirts of 

Kharkiv, Ukraine. REUTERS/

Ivan Alvarado

The U.S. Department
of Justice announced
on Sunday that it will
conduct a review of the
law enforcement
response to the mass
shooting in Uvalde,
Texas, that left 19
children and two
teachers dead.

DOJ spokesman
Anthony Coley said in
a statement that, “At
the request of Mayor
Don McLaughlin, the
Justice Department will
conduct a critical
incident review of the
law enforcement
response to the mass
shooting in Uvalde,

Texas, on may 24.

The Justice
Department has
traditionally relied on
individuals outside of
the Department with
experience with
mass-casualty events
to review such
incidents.

Previously, the
Department has
conducted critical
incident reviews of the
mass shootings in San
Bernardino, California,
and Orlando, Florida, in
June of 2016.

Texas Governor Gregg

Abbott said that he is
demanding a full
accounting of what
happened during the
school shooting. His
expectation is that the
law enforcement
leaders will be leading
the investigation.

President Biden and
First Lady Jill Biden
also visited a makeshift
memorial in Uvalde to
the 21 victims that was
built outside the Robb
Elementary School.
The President and Mrs.
Biden also met with
family members of the
young victims and first
responders during their
visit to Texas.

Meanwhile, Attorney
General Merrick
Garland addressed
Harvard University’s
commencement
ceremony on Sunday
saying, “As we gather
here today to celebrate
this milestone in your

life, we are also holding
on to an enormous
amount of grief
because of yet another
mass shooting at
another school in our
country. An
unspeakable act of
violence has
devastated families
and an entire
community in Uvalde,
Texas. I know I speak
for all of us here that
our hearts are broken.
”

We very much hope
that the federal
government will launch
an investigation as
soon as possible on
this terrible tragedy.
We must find the
reasons for the delayed
police action during the
attack on the school
and its students and
teachers. So far, we
don’t have a clear
explanation. Parents of
the students across the
nation are very

frightened.

We expect that the
federal and local
governments will form
a committee to
comprehensively
review the measures
for campus safety,
including the training of
all teachers in how to
respond in times of
emergencies as well as
the enhancement of
campus security with
more security cameras
and police patrols.

This tragedy has now
really become a
national crisis and it is
very important that we
all pay more attention
to it.

0505//3131//20222022

U.S. Department Of Justice ToU.S. Department Of Justice To
Review Uvalde ShootingReview Uvalde Shooting
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Since Russia began its invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 
24, more than 10 million people in the country have 
been forcibly displaced — leading to the fastest 
growing refugee crisis in Europe since World War 
II. More than 4 million refugees have fled into the 
surrounding region, while millions more are dis-
placed throughout Ukraine itself.
As bombs continue to fall on cities and neighbor-
hoods, more and more civilians are forced to flee 
their homes, adding to a crisis affecting an estimat-
ed 100 million forcibly displaced people world-
wide. Vital humanitarian organizations are strug-
gling to provide much-needed aid and relief due to 
lack of funds and support. 
As part of the Stand Up for Ukraine campaign, 
Global Citizen and 77 organizations, businesses, 
and institutions published an open letter to world 
leaders on Friday, calling for governments, philan-
thropists, artists, and businesses to support human-
itarian relief efforts for refugees from Ukraine and 
conflicts around the world. 

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has reported 
a $10 billion funding gap of to address the global 
refugee crisis. Displacement caused by war, perse-
cution, climate change, and human rights violations 
require immediate attention, but without the neces-
sary funding, emergency aid organizations are un-
able to deliver the food, health care, and protection 
that is so urgently needed. 
“That’s why we are calling on governments, 
philanthropists, artists, and businesses to join us and  
#StandUpForUkraine,” the letter states. “Billions of 
dollars must be committed in order to fund current 

refugee efforts in Ukraine and globally, and it is our 
hope that you will show your support by commit-
ting to the humanitarian agencies, organizations on 
the ground and to local authorities at the frontline 
that need it the most.”
What does the open letter hope to achieve?
More than 6.5 million people are displaced within 
Ukraine, while more than 4 million refugees have 
fled across borders, according to data from the UN-
HCR. An estimated 12 million people are currently 
in need of assistance as a result of the conflict. 
The open letter and Stand Up for Ukraine cam-
paign aim to mobilize billions of dollars for refugee 
relief and ensure the most vulnerable — such as 
women, children, the elderly, and people with dis-
abilities — are not overlooked or left behind. 
The letter not only addresses Ukraine’s refugee cri-
sis, but it also urges the international community not 
to shirk its responsibilities for refugees worldwide. 
“We also must ensure that commitments made are 
new and additional to already existing spending, 
so as to not generate or exacerbate other crises in 
the process of responding to the needs of Ukraine 
and its neighbors,” the letter says. “We must stand 
together in solidarity with the people of Ukraine 
and for all refugees and internally displaced people 
across the world.”
You can read the full letter here below.

Who has signed the letter so far?
Aable, aable Lending Services AG, Accelerate 
Global, LLC, Action for Sustainable Development, 

American Security Project, Arctic Basecamp, 
Association « Russie-Libertés », Athena Impact, 
Australians for Mental Health, Balaklava Blues, 
Ban Ki-moon Centre for Global Citizens, Ben-
evity, Blind Media Inc., Charlie Dent, CIVICUS, 
Co-founder AfterWEVote, DevryBV Sustainable 
Strategies, Direct Relief, Donor Tracker, Douglas 
Alexander, Senior Fellow,    Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government, ê 2=equitable energy, 
EcoVision, Elijah Interfaith Institute, European 
Food Banks Federation, Focus 2030, Folk Songs 
of Ukraine, Foreign Policy Community of Indo-
nesia, Friends of the Global Fight Against AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, 

Global Campaign for 
Education-US, Global 
Citizens Youth Advo-
cate, Global Solidarity 
Fund, Globesight, Green 
Element Group, Had-

ley Impact Consulting, Heartland Initiative, Inc., I 
Support Ukraine, International Chamber of Com-
merce, International Medical Corps, International 
STEM Council, IsraAID, Jara, KD Leadership 
Strategies, KM Strategies Group, Kulturehaus, 
Let’s Help, Lot 20 Coffee, Minderoo Foundation, 
Namati, Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Nettwerk Music Group, Nigeria Civil Society Co-
alition on Sustainable Development, One Global 
Democracy, ONU FEMMES FRANCE, Oshun 
Partnership, Pallottine Missionary Foundation, 
Salvatti.pl, PhilanthropyWorks, Public Movement 
Faith, Hope, Love, Ramesh Ferris Global Health, 
Advocate & Canadian Polio Survivor, Razom 
for Ukraine, Refugee Talent, Rotary International, 
SDG Advising LLC, Shule Foundation, Inc., So-
cial Projects Center of Future, Stand With Ukraine, 
The Africa 80 Foundation, The Caux Round Table 
for Moral Capitalism, THE GLOBAL KID: The 
World’s 1st VR/AR Political Comic Book, The 
Marigold Foundation - Malta, The National Alli-
ance for Rare Diseases Support- Malta, The ONE 
Campaign, Tonya McCusker AM, Tribeca Enter-
prise, U.S. Global Leadership Coalition, Ukrainian 
Red Cross Society, Zywiec Development Founda-
tion, and ФемРозмови.
What is Stand Up For Ukraine?
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy began 
the call to Stand Up For Ukraine on March 26 in a 
video address, which implored politicians, business 
leaders, actors, musicians, and more to show their 
support for Ukraine. In response, European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen and Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in partnership 
with Global Citizen, announced a pledging event 
on Saturday, April 9, in Warsaw, Poland. The event 
will be an opportunity for world leaders, philanthro-
pists, and corporations to close the funding gap and 
bring aid to refugees around the world.
“A Ukrainian child has become a refugee every 
second since the start of the war. The world must 
stand up for them. The European Union is catering 
for the needs of the millions of refugees it hosts. 

And we will further step up,” von der Leyen said 
in a statement. “But so much is needed — and the 
brave people of Ukraine deserve solidarity from cit-
izens and governments around the globe. Together, 
we can give them a safe home and bring some light 
in their lives at this dark hour.” 

Ahead of the pledging 
event, a global social 
media rally is taking 
place on Friday, April 
8, amplifying the voic-
es of advocates and 

further calling on world leaders to pledge finan-
cial support on Saturday. Musicians, artists, actors, 
and activists are taking to Twitter, Instagram, and 
YouTube to show their support with the hashtag 
#StandUpForUkraine. 
Learn more about the social media rally and pledg-
ing event, and how you can get involved, by visit-
ing ForUkraine.com.  
Related

World Leaders Responded To The Calls Of Advocates To 
Support Refugees In Ukraine And Around The World.

Inspiring Quotes From World Leaders Show 
Their Support  For ‘Stand Up for Ukraine’

Leaders, advocates, and more met at the Stand 
Up for Ukraine pledging summit in Warsaw, Po-
land on Saturday, April 9 which saw $10.1 billion 
pledged in new grants and loans to support refu-
gees from Ukraine and around the world. (Photo: 
Getty Images)
It started with a call to action, grew into a movement, 
and now world leaders are making new commit-
ments and reaffirming pledges to deliver humanitar-
ian aid to support refugees and displaced people from 
Ukraine and all around the world. 
More than 40 world leaders from Germany to Qatar 
and Switzerland to Slovakia made and renewed their 
commitments to Ukraine and all global refugees on 
Saturday, April 9, as part of a pledging event in War-
saw, Poland for the Stand Up for Ukraine campaign.
The campaign, inspired by Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenkyy’s call to action, and launched by Eu-
ropean Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in 
partnership with Global Citizen, brought together or-
ganizations, businesses, artists, actors, advocates, and 
Global Citizens, to call on world leaders to pledge hu-
manitarian aid to ̀ refugees from Ukraine and around 
the world — to help fill the UN Refugee Agency’s 
$10 billion funding gap. 
Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine began on Feb. 
24, thousands of lives have been taken while more 
than 10 million people have been forced to leave their 

homes and families behind. With an estimated 13 mil-
lion people in Ukraine in need of urgent assistance and 
at least 82 million refugees worldwide in need of aid, 
humanitarian efforts are struggling to reach all those 
who need help.

Artists, actors, creators, 
musicians, and Global 
Citizens banded togeth-
er on Friday, April 8th 
to amplify advocates’ 

voices on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, 
and TikTok in a social media rally piling pressure on 
world leaders ahead of  Saturday’s pledging event. 
With the call to action ignited across the world, Stand 
Up for Ukraine saw $10.1 billion (9.1 billion euros) 
pledged in new grants and loans to support those who 
have had to flee their homes in Ukraine and around 
the world. 
Although the participation of so many around the 
world showed the powerful strength of unity and 
collective action, and what we can achieve when we 
raise our voices together, there’s still more that world 
leaders can do to continue their support for people 
facing forced displacement, whether due to conflict, 
climate change, human rights violations, and more. 
Before Russian aggression exacerbated the global ref-
ugee crisis, people from Afghanistan, Yemen, South 
Sudan, and many more regions were already being 
forced to flee their homes and these displaced people 
deserve global support too. Take action in support of 
all refugees globally here, and take this action today to 
urge world leaders to act now to prevent a global food 
crisis being triggered by the conflict in Ukraine.
Musicians, actors, athletes, entertainers, and advocates 
have showed a powerful display of unity as part of a 
global social media rally joining forces under the call 
to Stand Up For Ukraine and for all the world’s ref-
ugees and displaced people. From heartfelt tweets to 
impassioned video messages, they’ve helped amplify 
the calls of advocates urging world leaders, business-
es, governments, and institutions to mobilize funding 
for refugees from Ukraine and around the world.

The social media rally was held before the Stand Up 
For Ukraine pledging event on Saturday in Warsaw, 
Poland, hosted by European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in partnership with Global Citizen. 
The event aims to secure billions of dollars in funding 
to relieve the urgent refugee crisis worldwide. 
Zelenskyy first implored the international commu-
nity to Stand Up For Ukraine in a March 26 video 
message call to action. “I’m inviting everybody: mu-
sicians, actors, athletes, businessmen, politicians, ev-
erybody,” said Zelenskyy in his address. “Everyone 
who wants to join this movement and Stand Up For 
Ukraine.”

(Article Continues Below)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

BUSINESS
More Than 70 Organizations Have Signed, Calling 
To Fund Refugee Efforts In Ukraine And Globally

“Stand Up For Ukraine” - An Open 
Letter Calls On World Leaders To  
Take Urgent Action for Refugees

Inspiring Quotes From World Leaders Show          
Their Support For ‘Stand Up For Ukraine’

Here below are quotes and pledges from some of the dozens 
of world leaders that answered the call to action to Stand Up 
for Ukraine and for all refugees globally.

1.Scott Morrison, Prime Minister of Australia “We 
might be separated by half an earth but Australia stands 
with Ukraine,” said Morrison. Morrison announced no new 
pledges but reiterated Australia’s commitment to support 
Ukrainian efforts. He also mentioned that along with prior-
itizing Ukrainian visa applications, Australia has provided 
$65 million toward refugee relief efforts and is working 
with the UN and UK to provide additional humanitarian 
assistance. 2. Alexander Schallenberg, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Austria “In these dark hours, Austria stands 
with Ukraine. What the Ukrainian people desperately need 
and what they deserve is peace,” Schallenberg said. “So 
my message to President Putin is simple: Silence the gun, 
pull back your troops, and end this war.” 3. Mustafa Al-
sayed, Secretary General of The Royal Humanitarian 
Foundation, Kingdom of Bahrain “We wish the people 
of Ukraine a safe and quick end to their suffering, and we 
support all the initiatives taken to provide support and bring 
peace and stability to this important part of the world,” 
Alsayed said. 4. Alexander de Croo, Prime Minister of 
Belgium “We’re all brokenhearted by what is happening. 
Everyday we’re shocked by the sheer inhumanity,” de Croo 
said. “Homes and hospitals being destroyed. Families torn 
apart. Grandparents not knowing if their grandchildren are 
still alive. From the first hour, the first day, people in Belgium 
have opened their hearts and their homes for families on the 
run. At this very moment, Belgian trucks are on the road to 
Ukraine with medical assistance and food. We’ll continue 
our efforts as long as needed,” he pledged. “Belgium will 
not leave anyone behind.” 5. Kalina Konstantinova, Dep-
uty Prime Minister of Bulgaria “We have full confidence 
that we are capable and prepared to welcome and take care 
of more people in need,” said Konstantinova “Bulgaria is 
a small country with a big heart. Bulgaria stands for peace. 
Bulgaria stands with Ukraine.  6. Andrej Plenković, Prime 
Minister of Croatia “Croatia pledges another 100 million 
euros in assisting Ukrainian refugees that we shall be receiv-
ing in our country in these dire times for the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” Plenković announced.  “We will continue our support, 

our solidarity, and our help in these moments when we are 
standing by Ukraine and the Ukrainians.”

7. Carlo Monticelli, Governor 
of the Council of Europe 
Development Bank
“The Council of Europe Devel-

opment Bank stands passionately behind Ukraine and 
their people,” said Monticelli. “We are proud to be part of 
the Stand Up for Ukraine campaign and join forces with 
others to stand up against this war and to contribute for 
peace in Europe.”
On behalf of the Council of Europe Development Bank, 
Monticelli announced a 1 billion euro loan to member 
states to support long term needs of refugees and the 
areas they have evacuated to.  8. Nicos Anastasiades, 
President of Cyprus “In addition to our commitments so 
far, which are exceeding 2 million euros, I would like to 
announce a fresh and symbolic financial commitment of 
100,000 euros to support the humanitarian work undertak-
en in Ukraine and neighboring countries by the relevant 
entities of the United Nations agencies.”  9. Petr Fiala, 
Prime Minister of Czech Republic
Fiala emphasized the need for more assistance for the 
300,000 Ukrainian refugees who have arrived in Czech 
Republic, most of whom are women and children, and 
announced that 200 million euros would be released in 
support of those refugees. “We will also continue to help 
directly in Ukraine,” he said. “You can count on that. 
The Czech Republic stands behind Ukraine.” 10. Mette 
Frederiksen, Prime Minister of Denmark “Our world 
changed six weeks ago. A brutal aggressor invaded a 
peaceful and democratic country. We have all seen the 
horrible pictures from the war. The total lack of humanity. 
It is heartbreaking,” Frederiksen said.  “Denmark stands 
in full solidarity with Ukraine. We support your fight for 
freedom and peace. And we open our hearts and homes to 
Ukrainians fleeing the war.” Frederiksen added that Den-
mark has donated $53 million toward support in Ukraine 
and neighboring countries along with $22 million to the 
World Bank’s budget support package for Ukraine. She 
also stated that her country is “ready to do more.”

11. Odile Renaud-Basso, 
President of The European 
Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development “The in-
vasion and war is a tragedy 
for the country and its peo-

ple, and we are determined that we should stand up for 
Ukraine alongside our many friends and partners,” said 
Renaud-Basso. “Millions of people have been displaced 
either within Ukraine or forced to live as refugees, and 
alleviating the impact on them is one of our main priori-
ties.”Renaud-Basso and the EBRD announced a pledge 
of 1 billion euros to support Ukrainian refugees as part of 
a larger resilience package that will also benefit surround-
ing countries taking in refugees. The plan also includes 
investments in municipal infrastructures such as funding 
companies so that refugees can find work. “I congratulate 
you on organizing this initiative, and I’m sure that together 
we can make a difference,” Renaud-Basso told Global 
Citizen.

12. Werner Hoyer, President of the European Invest-
ment Bank Hoyer announced that the European Invest-
ment bank plans to mobilize 4 billion euros toward in-
vestments and refugee assistance by the end of 2023. “As 
millions of Ukrainians flee their homes seeking safety, we 
cannot be paralyzed by horror,” he said. “We must live up 
to the exemplary bravery and resilience of the Ukrainian 
people. We have to support them and those who are host-
ing them in Poland and elsewhere.”

13. Sanna Marin, Prime Min-
ister of Finland “Finland is 
ready to assume its responsibil-
ity in this common effort. There 
is no time to waste,” Marin said, 

describing the concerted efforts of Finland and the EU. 
“Our entire society is with the Ukrainian people,” she said. 
“We [will] do our best to help Ukraine and those fleeing 
from the atrocities of the war.” 14. Olaf Scholz, Chancel-
lor of Germany “Only a few hundred meters from here, 
at Berlin Central Station, trains with Ukrainian refugees 
are pulling in by the hour. I met with some refugees a 
few days ago. Their stories are heart wrenching,” Scholz 
said. “I told them that they are welcome here and that in 
a joint effort, the federal government, our lender, and our 
local communities are doing all we can to provide shelter, 
health care, schools, and a safe future.” Scholz added that 
Germany has pledged 425 million euros to humanitarian 
assistance for Ukraine and its neighbors plus 70 million 
euros for medical supplies through the European Civil 
Protection Mechanism. He said: “Germany stands with 
Ukraine and side by side with all of you.”15. Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis, Prime Minister of Greece “When the war 
is over, we should rebuild what was destroyed and make 
it better for the heroic people of Ukraine,” said Mitsotakis. 
“That is why Greece commits to rebuild Mariupol Ma-
ternity Hospital as we stand up for Ukraine and lift our 
sights for the future. What better way to do so than by 
securing the best conditions for welcoming new life?” 16. 
Ignacio Galán, Chairman and CEO of Iberdrola “I 
can announce today a further donation of 1 million euros 
to international organizations. Iberdrola is and will remain 
committed to help,” Galán said, adding that Iberdrola and 
its employees have also provided electrical equipment and 
humanitarian supplies to Ukraine. 
17.  Micheál Martin Irish Taoiseach “We pledge from 
within our national resources and in line with the Tem-
porary Protection Directive to provide our state support 
to them, including social welfare, accommodation and 
housing support, education, and health care, as we have 
said to the many thousands of Ukrainians who have fled 
to Ireland,” said Ireland’s Taoiseach Micheál Martin. “Our 
home is your home.”

Martin announced a com-
mitment of over 50 million 
euros for humanitarian aid 
and pledged ongoing support 
including 20 million euros to 
support people in Ukraine and 

in neighboring countries.
18. Mario Draghi, Prime Minister of Italy “Italians 
have thrown open the doors of their homes and of their 
schools. We will not look the other way,” said Draghi, 
alluding to new governmental funding for Ukraine that 
would come in addition to the 500 million euros that has 
gone toward assisting refugees in Italy and 110 million 
euros for the Ukrainian government. 19. Katrín Ja-
kobsdóttir, Prime Minister of Iceland “Iceland stands 
in full solidarity with Ukraine in the face of Russia’s brutal 
military aggression,” Jakobsdóttir said. Jakobsdóttir also 
added that Iceland has welcomed 600 Ukrainian refugees, 
contributed roughly half a billion Icelandic króna (US$3.8 
million) to humanitarian efforts in Ukraine, and has al-
located funds to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the UN 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), the Icelandic Red Cross, and 
the World Bank’s Reconstruction Fund. “I thank the or-
ganizers of the Stand Up for Ukraine campaign,” she said. 
“Iceland is ready to do more and the people of Iceland 
stand with the people of Ukraine.” 20. Fumio Kishida, 
Prime Minister of Japan “Japan stands with the people 
of Ukraine who are facing a national crisis,” said Japan’s 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. He announced that Japan 
will provide a total of $300 million — including $200 
million in emergency humanitarian assistance through 
international organizations and NGOs, for example of 
health and medical care, food assistance, and protection 
of displaced people, and $100 million in loads to support 
Ukraine’s economy.  “Japan will continue to implement 
assistance in solidarity with the Ukrainian people,” he 
continued. “Stand up for Ukraine!” 
For additional statements of support, please go to the fol-
lowing link: https://www.globalcitizen.org.                     
Related

“We Can Give Them A Safe Home And Bring                                                                      
Some Light Into Their Lives At This Dark Hour”
“Stand Up For Ukraine” Campaign Aims To                               
Drive Billions In Aid For Refugees Worldwide

As the humanitarian crisis caused by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine continues to grow in urgency, European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen and Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced the success 
of the “Stand Up for Ukraine” pledging event, that took 
place on Saturday, April 9, in Warsaw, Poland. The event 
aimed to mobilize significant funding to help vulnerable 
civilians impacted by the conflict and to support refugees 
everywhere. Ahead of the event, a global social media 
rally supported by Global Citizen took place on Friday, 
April 8, in response to a new video from Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy in which he called on the 
international community to help people affected by the 
invasion. The rally encouraged citizens to call on gov-
ernments, institutions, corporations, and individuals to 
donate to humanitarian efforts for Ukraine and refugees 
from conflicts worldwide, such as Yemen, South Sudan, 
and Afghanistan. 
Together, the Stand Up for Ukraine pledging event and 
rally seek to raise billions of dollars to bolster the United 
Nations’ flash funding appeal to assist the more than 3.7 
million refugees who have fled Ukraine, the 6.5 million 
people displaced within the country, and other global hu-
manitarian priorities. 
“A Ukrainian child has become a refugee almost every 
single second since the start of the war,” von der Leyen 
said in a statement. “The world must stand up for them. 
The European Union is catering for the needs of the mil-
lions of refugees it hosts. And we will further step up. But 
so much is needed still — and the brave people of Ukraine 
deserve solidarity from citizens and governments around 
the globe,” she added. “Together, we can give them a safe 
home and bring some light in their lives at this dark hour.”  

More than 12 million 
people are currently in 
need of emergency aid 
— food, water, shelter, 
health care, and more 
— as a result of the 
war. Russia’s relentless 

bombing campaign has killed more than 1,900 civilians 
and made entire cities unlivable through the destruction 
of apartment blocks, key infrastructure, and health care 
facilities.
“Today, our message to the Ukrainian people is this: We 
are standing with you,” Trudeau said. “Whether you need 
food, water, shelter, or medical aid — we are rallying the 
world to continue to have your backs and provide critical 
assistance where it is needed most. When we all work 
together, we can achieve the best outcomes for those 
displaced by Putin’s illegal and unjustifiable invasion of 
Ukraine.”
The consequences will only worsen as the conflict drags 
on and the Russian army seeks to overwhelm additional 
parts of Ukraine. In his video message, Zelenskyy further 
described the impact of the war. “Millions of Ukrainians 
had their own home, had their own dreams, had their own 
quiet place, had their own world they could close from 
others or open it to everyone,” he said. “They had their 
own home until Russian missiles, bombs, shells came in. 
Until the invaders have come, and have destroyed and 
burned down absolutely everything. City after city, village 
after village, thousands of houses ruined, thousands of 
destroyed apartments,” he added. “Hundreds of cities and 
towns are annihilated, some are erased to ashes, burned 
down completely.”
The UN is leading efforts for a ceasefire, and Zelenskyy 
has been urging Russian President Vladimir Putin to ne-
gotiate an end to the conflict — but little progress has been 
made so far. 
Zelenskyy urged people around the world to support the 
pledging event and social media rally.

“I ask you to support 
Ukraine, to support Ukrai-
nians with the ‘Stand Up 
for Ukraine’ motto,” he said.  
“I’m inviting everybody: 
musicians, actors, athletes, 

businessmen, politicians, everybody. Everyone who 
wants to join this movement and ‘Stand Up for Ukraine.’”
The surge of refugees from Ukraine adds to a larger crisis 
worldwide. Globally, 82.4 million people are displaced, 
and there’s a $10 billion gap in funding for their support. 
Stand Up for Ukraine aims to mobilize funds to assist 
with this funding gap to ensure all refugees, everywhere, 
receive the aid they need. 
“History has shown us that conflict and poverty are close-
ly interconnected, resulting in the weakening of the rule of 
law, a collapse in economic development, and often cata-
strophic humanitarian situations,” said Hugh Evans, CEO 
of Global Citizen. “There is no doubt that the conflict in 
Ukraine has led to a humanitarian crisis — members of 

Global Citizen saw this ourselves at the Ukrainian-Pol-
ish border. More than 3 million refugees have fled their 
homes, with millions more likely on their way,” he said. 
“Global Citizen has a history of responding rapidly to 
humanitarian crises, and this is no different. We’re calling 
for an immediate end to this crisis, and the provision of 
immediate financing to support refugee relief efforts not 
just in Ukraine but around the world.” 
For more information about the Stand Up for Ukraine 
pledging event and social media rally, you can visit 
ForUkraine.com. (Courtesy globalcitizen.org.)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

 (Article Continues From Above)

Stand Up For Ukraine: An Open 
Letter Calls On World Leaders To                            
Take Urgent Action for Refugees
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