
Thursday, June 30 2022|

U.S. Capitol riot panel faces ques-
tions over aide’s dramatic testimony
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WASHINGTON, June 29 (Reuters) - The con-
gressional probe into the Jan. 6 assault on the 
U.S. Capitol by Donald Trump supporters faced 
questions on Wednesday about what steps it had 
taken to corroborate a White House aide’s account 
of the then-president having struggled with Secret 
Service agents in his armored SUV that day.

U.S. media outlets, citing Secret Service sources, 
said the head of Trump’s security detail, Robert 
Engel, and the driver of the car were prepared to 
challenge the aide’s testimony that Trump grabbed 
the steering wheel of the modified Chevrolet 
Suburban when he learned that the Secret Service 
would not drive him to the Capitol, where thou-
sands of his supporters rioted.

Neither Engel nor the driver made public state-
ments on Wednesday. Trump on Tuesday denied 
having grabbed the wheel.

An aide to the U.S. House of Representatives 
committee on Jan. 6 said it would welcome tes-
timony from any witness who wished to provide 
new information under oath following Tuesday’s 
testimony by Cassidy Hutchinson, a top aide to 
Trump’s White House Chief of Staff Mark Mead-
ows.

The aide declined to answer questions about 
whether the committee already had interviewed 
Secret Service agents or other officials with 
first-hand knowledge of the incident Hutchinson 
described.

A Secret Service spokesman told the Politico 
news outlet on Wednesday the committee had not 
sought to confirm details of Hutchinson’s testimo-
ny before the hearing. The Secret Service said in a 
statement it was cooperating with the committee.

Hutchinson testified that Tony Ornato, a senior 
Secret Service official, told her that Trump had 
struggled with agents after giving a fiery speech 
to his supporters outside the White House that 
morning in which he repeatedly falsely blamed 
widespread fraud for his election loss to Joe 
Biden. read more

The riot was an attempt to stop Congress, with 
Vice President Pence presiding, from certifying 
Biden’s election.

‘THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY’
“If it is true the Secret Service denies the alle-
gations against President Trump of lunging and 
assaulting officers, then the story is really passing 
along gossip that did not bear fruit,” Republican 
U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham said on Wednesday.

“The committee, with a little bit of effort, could 
have told the other side of the story but they chose 

NOT to because they wanted sensational head-
lines.”

Supporters of the Republican Trump have not chal-
lenged other revelations in Hutchinson’s testimony. 
These included Trump’s knowledge - even approv-
al - of his supporters walking around Washington 
heavily armed on Jan. 6 and that he had no qualms 
about rioters urging that Pence be hanged.

Hutchinson also testified that Trump was known for 
angry outbursts in the White House that left food 
being splayed onto walls and dishes upended.

“Cassidy Hutchinson’s testimony before the Jan. 6 
Committee has been praised as ‘courageous’ and 
dismissed as ‘unbelievable,’” said Democratic 
Senator Dick Durbin on Twitter on Wednesday. 
“It’s time for those present for some of the darkest 
moments for our democracy to come forward under 
oath and, like her, tell their stories.”

Durbin chairs the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Also on Wednesday, a lawyer for Virginia “Ginni” 
Thomas, the wife of U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas, demanded the committee pro-
vide a better “justification” for seeking testimony 
from her.

Earlier this month, Ginni Thomas told the Daily 

Caller that she was eager to “clear up misconceptions” 
about her activism in conservative political circles and 
her attendance at the Trump rally on Jan. 6. read more

As Meadows’ former deputy, Hutchinson, now 26, was 
a constant presence among White House staff in the last 
several months of 2020, frequently flying aboard Air 
Force One, friendly with staff and with Trump’s Secret 
Service detail. Her office was a 10-second walk from the 
president’s Oval Office.

Aides who worked at the White House were surprised 
at the outsized influence for a then-24-year-old and 
surprised at her tale of drama on the SUV the day of the 
riot.

Sources familiar with the matter said she had planned 
to join the small contingent of staffers who moved to 
Florida with Trump after he handed over power to Joe 
Biden in January 2021, but Trump ultimately opted not 
to hire her.

Arizona House Speaker Rusty Bowers, Georgia Secretary 
of State Brad Raffensperger and Georgia Secretary of State 
Chief Operating Officer Gabriel Sterling appear for testimony 
during the fourth hearing on the January 6th, 2021, investiga-
tion in the Cannon House Office Building on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC, U.S. June 21, 2022. Chip Somodevilla/Pool 
via REUTERS
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Editor’s Choice

A view of the explosion as a Russian missile strike hits a shopping mall at a 
location given as Kremenchuk, in Poltava region, Ukraine.  CCTV via Instagram 
@zelenskiy_official

Cassidy Hutchinson, who was an aide to former White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows 
during the administration of former U.S. President Donald Trump, is sworn in to testify during a 
public hearing of the U.S. House Select Committee to investigate...

Police officers gather after two armed men entering a bank were killed in a shootout 
with police in Saanich, British Columbia, Canada. REUTERS/Kevin Light

A couple wounded in a shop-
ping mall hit by a Russian 
missile strike hold hands in 
a hospital in Kremenchuk, in 
Poltava region, Ukraine. REU-
TERS/Anna Voitenko

Local community members 
Debra Ponce, left, and Angel-
ita Olvera mourn after they 
placed crosses and candles 
at the scene where dozens 
of people were found dead 
inside a trailer truck in San 
Antonio, Texas. REUTERS/
Go Nakamura

Turkish President Tayyip Erdo-

gan, NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg and Finland’s 

President Sauli Niinisto leave af-

ter signing a document during a 

NATO summit in Madrid, Spain. 

REUTERS/Yves Herman

An Amtrak train and a
car collided in northern
California and three
people are dead and at
least two others have
been injured.

The crash occurred
Sunday at around 1:00
pm when the car
collided with the train
near the city of
Brentwood which is
located 60 miles from
San Francisco.

A fire department
spokesman said the

three people whose
identities were not
revealed were
pronounced dead at
the scene.

In another accident,
three people also are
dead and at least 50
injured after an Amtrak
train derailed Monday
evening in Missouri.
The highway patrol
said two of the people
who were killed were
aboard the train, while
the third person was in
a dump truck that the

train struck. The tragic
incident happened at
an uncontrolled
intersection without
warning lights or
motion gates.

We just want to ask
why these trains cause
so many casualties and
car accidents
continuously? Is it
because our
transportation
infrastructure is so bad?

It has been more than
fifty years ago since we
built many of the
highways, railroads
and airports and
bridges in the U.S.
Many of them have
been dilapidated for
many years and most
have gone without
repairs which has
caused many of these
deadly traffic accidents.

Today President Biden
and the G7 countries

announced they will
raise 600 billion dollars
to help many countries
in need to build their
infrastructures to
compete with China's
Belt and Road project.

When we look back to
our own backyard, we
need to ask when are
we going to start our
own infrastructure work
to improve our
transportation and
railroad systems?
Every administration
has promised to do so,
but we are still waiting.

We might have billions
of dollars to give to
other countries for
military aid, but when
we look at our own
problems, who can
give us help?

The budget of the
government is strictly
controlled by our
Congress. If the two
parties can’t agree on
spending bills for our
infrastructure, then we
just don’t have a
budget to do anything.

0606//2828//20222022

Our InfrastructureOur Infrastructure
Needs To Be RebuiltNeeds To Be Rebuilt
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The Texas power grid will likely hit all-time en-
ergy demands in the course of the next several 
days as temperatures rise across the state. (Pho-
to/chuchart duangdaw/Getty Images)
Scores of high-temperature records were estab-
lished Friday from Texas to California’s Cen-
tral Valley as a relentless heat wave continued 
to build. The heat is poised to expand into the 
Midwest and Southeast over the coming days. 
On Friday, triple-digit highs set records in ma-
jor population centers across the Southwest, 
including Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Albu-
querque, Las Vegas and Phoenix. The National 
Weather Service in Phoenix described the heat 
as “extreme and deadly.”
Many of these areas are forecast to be equally 
hot on Saturday, as the heat begins to expand 
eastward. Nearly 60 million Americans are un-
der heat advisories or excessive heat warnings. 
A heat advisory covers almost the entirety of the 
states of Texas and Oklahoma and even extends 
into northwest Louisiana and parts of western 
Arkansas. Heat advisories and excessive heat 
warnings also cover parts of New Mexico, 
Arizona, Utah, Nevada and California. By 
Sunday, the core of the heat is forecast to shift 
from California and the Southwest toward the 
Southern Plains. By Monday, it will ooze into 
the Central Plains and Midwest before reaching 
the Ohio Valley and Southeast on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
What has been a dry heat in the Southwest 
will evolve into a more sultry nature east of the 
Rockies, as moist air is drawn north from the 
Gulf of Mexico. This will increase the risk of 
heat-related illnesses.
Early next week, cities from St. Louis to Char-
lotte will endure punishing heat with highs from 
95 to 100 that will feel like 100 to 110 when fac-
toring in oppressive humidity.
Death Valley - home to highest temperatures 

ever observed worldwide - soared to a simmer-
ing 123 degrees Friday. That mark set a June 10 
record and was the fourth earliest the mercury 
has climbed that high on record in the United 
States, according to Maximiliano Herrera, a cli-
matologist who tracks world weather extremes.

In addition to all of these record highs, numer-
ous locations in the region have set records for 
warm overnight lows. In Phoenix, it was still 
100 degrees at midnight Saturday.
“With heat waves, the overnight temperatures 
are the most dangerous, as your body relies on 
cooler temperatures while its sleeping to recov-
er,” wrote the National Weather Service office 
in Las Vegas in a forecast discussion. “With-
out this cooling, your body is less equipped to 
handle the scorching daytime heat, leading to 
increased incidences of heat exhaustion or heat 
stroke.”
The worst of the heat on Saturday will concen-
trate from Texas to the Desert Southwest.
“The heat the past few days has already proven 
to be a major societal impact, and possibly even 
deadly, and it is not done yet,” the Weather Ser-
vice office in Phoenix wrote.
Phoenix is forecast to hit 114, a record for the 
date; Las Vegas is predicted to reach 110, also a 
record. Death Valley may match Friday’s high 
of 123, setting a record for a second straight day. 
While it will be more of a dry heat in interior 
parts of Texas, humidity will increase nearer the 
Gulf Coast, making the heat even more danger-
ous.
“Heat safety will be critical this weekend- re-
maining hydrated, applying sunscreen, check-
ing in on elderly or ill family and friends, and 
avoiding strenuous activity during the hottest 
parts of the day can all combat preventable 
heat-related illnesses,” wrote the Weather Ser-
vice office in Houston.
It will also remain hot in California’s Central 
Valley, but several degrees cooler than Friday. 
Sacramento hit 104 on Friday; Saturday’s fore-
cast high is 101. By Sunday, it’s a much more 
tolerable 85. While the heat gradually eases over 

California and the Southwest on Sunday and 
beyond, it will persist in Texas and the Southern 
Plains and expand eastward: Sunday’s hottest 
weather will focus from Texas to Kansas with 
widespread triple-digit highs. Phoenix could top 
110 degrees one more day, while eastern New 
Mexico and eastern Colorado will also swelter. 
Highs well into the 90s will expand across the 
Midwest, including St. Louis and Kansas City, 
and the Southeast.

Monday’s hottest weather will focus in the 
Plains and Midwest. Highs over 100 will ex-
pand from Texas to Kansas, while highs from 
at least 95 to 100 sprawl over much of the 
Midwest and Southeast. St. Louis could hit 
100 with upper 90s in Kansas City, Springfield, 
Ill., Charlotte, and Columbia, S.C. Factoring in 
the humidity, it will feel 5 to 10 degrees hot-
ter. Tuesday’s hottest weather will focus from 
the Midwest to the Ohio Valley and Southeast 
with widespread mid-to-upper 90s - including 
Minneapolis, Des Moines, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Nashville, Cincinnati, Roanoke and Raleigh. 
Again, oppressive humidity levels will make 
it feel up to 10 degrees hotter. Wednesday’s 
hottest weather will focus from the Midwest to 
the Ohio Valley, even expanding into the Great 
Lakes. Highs in the mid-to-upper 90s could 
reach Detroit, Ann Arbor, Mich., and Cleveland.
While some relief from the heat will arrive in 
parts of the Midwest and Ohio Valley later in 
the week, the responsible zone of high pressure 
or heat dome will return to the Southern and 
Central United States into the weekend. In other 
words, there is no end in sight to anomalously 
high temperatures occupying considerable parts 
of the country.
Human-caused climate change is supercharging 
heat waves like this one, making them more in-
tense and long-lived. (Courtesy chron.com)
Related

Power Demand Breaks Record                   
During June Heat Wave In Texas

The state’s grid operator was able to maintain supply 
without needing to call for any conservation

A lifeguard watches people at a public pool 

in Austin in summer 2020.
(Photo/Allie Goulding/The Texas Tribune)
A heat wave caused electricity use in Texas to 
reach an all-time high on Sunday, but the state’s 
power grid appeared to hold up without major 
disruption. Power demand surpassed 75 mega-
watts at around 5:15 p.m., surpassing the previ-
ous record of 74.8 megawatts in August 2019. 
Still, the state’s capacity remained well above 
that, according to the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas. The massive demand was unusual 
for two reasons. First, it came in June, which 
tends to be slightly less hot than the state’s 
warmest late-summer months. It also came on 
the weekend, when electricity demand tends to 
be slightly lower as many office buildings are 
empty.
But the weekend has been extremely hot even 
by Texas standards, with much of the state over 
100 degrees. On Sunday afternoon, the National 
Weather Service had issued a heat advisory for 
all but eight of the state’s 254 counties. Many 
counties were under an excessive heat warning, 
which means the heat index was expected to be 
over 105 degrees for at least two hours. Texans 
have anxiously watched the state’s ability to 
ensure power supply ever since a winter storm 
incited massive and prolonged blackouts in the 
state caused more than 200 deaths.
In May, ERCOT asked Texans to conserve 
power in May during a heat wave that coin-
cided with some power plant outages. No such 
conservation request has been necessary this 
weekend. (Courtesy chron.com)
Related
June 1 Marked The Official Start Of The At-
lantic Hurricane Season, Which Is Predicted 

To Be Yet Another Overactive One
How Bad Will The 2022 Hurricane     

Season Be? Intense, Experts Say

This NOAA satellite image shows Hurricane 
Laura moving Northwestern in the Gulf of 
Mexico towards Louisiana on Aug. 26, 2020. 
(Photo / RAMMB/NOAA/NESDIS/AFP via 
Getty Images)
With a warm and humid start to June, the 2022 
hurricane season is now in full swing. While we 
can’t know how many storms will spin up from 
the tropics this year, experts from several institu-
tions are all in agreement: This season will like-
ly produce an above-average number of hurri-
canes, and those that do form will probably be 
more intense. If their predictions hold, this will 

mark the seventh overactive Atlantic hurricane 
season in a row. 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, which oversees the National 
Hurricane Center (NHC), predicts between 14 
and 21 named systems this year, both tropical 
storms and hurricanes. Forecasters predict six 
to 10 of those named storms will likely be hur-
ricanes, including three to six major hurricanes 
with sustained winds of 111 mph or higher.  
AccuWeather, a private weather forecasting 
company, predicts between 16 and 20 named 
storms, six to eight hurricanes and three to five 
major hurricanes. And forecasters inside a hurri-
cane prediction lab at Colorado State University 
believe there will be 19 storms, nine hurricanes 
and four major hurricanes. 
Each meteorological institution pointed to a 
heavy period of La Niña in the Pacific Ocean, 
characterized by cooler waters there, as one 
of many reasons this season could be more 
intense. The weather phenomenon decreases 
winds in the Atlantic, which makes atmospheric 
conditions more conducive to a storm’s forma-
tion. Warmer-than-average waters in the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico will also allow 
storms to develop more easily. 

June brings the start of the 2022 hurricane 
season in the Atlantic basin.
“Sea-surface temperatures are above normal 
over much of the Gulf of Mexico and the Carib-
bean and even off the East Coast of the United 
States, especially the southeast coast of the Unit-
ed States,” said Dan Kottlowski, head of Accu-
Weather’s team of tropical weather forecasters, 
in a press release detailing their findings. “These 
are critical areas for early season development.”
Already by Wednesday, the NHC is monitoring 
two disturbances in the Atlantic Basin. The first 
is located in the southern Gulf of Mexico near 
the Yucatán Peninsula, comprised of the rem-
nants from Hurricane Agatha which slammed 
into Mexico from the Pacific Ocean and left at 
least 11 people dead. It has an 80 percent chance 
of development into an organized system, al-
though NHC meteorologists predict it will 
move out of the Gulf in the coming days and 
poses no threat to Southeast Texas. 
The second disturbance is located east of the 
West Indies and has a 10 percent chance of 
development. Forecasters predict it will move 
further out into the Atlantic and doesn’t appear 
to pose a threat to land. (Courtesy chron.com)
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Triple-Digit Highs On Friday Set Records In Major Population 
Centers Across The Southwest, Including Houston, San Antonio,  

Austin, Albuquerque, Las Vegas And Phoenix

Extreme Heat Sets New Records Across 
Texas, California And The Southwest

BUSINESS
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It might be tempting to shrug at the scorching 
weather across large swaths of the West. This just 
in: It gets hot in the summer. But this record-set-
ting heat wave’s remarkable power, size and un-
usually early appearance is giving meteorologists 
and climate experts yet more cause for concern 
about the routinization of extreme weather in an 
era of climate change.
These sprawling, persistent high-pressure zones 
popularly called “heat domes” are relatively com-
mon in later summer months. This current system 
is different.
“It’s not only unusual for June, but it is pretty 
extreme even in absolute terms,” says Daniel 
Swain, climate scientist at the UCLA Institute of 
the Environment and Sustainability. “It would be 
a pretty extreme event for August,” Swain says, 
when these typically occur.

From the Great Plains to the coast, cities are 

setting record temps
This heat dome’s reach is remarkable, too: It 
has set record highs stretching from the Great 
Plains to coastal California. And these aren’t 
just records for that specific date or month, but 
in a few spots, they are records for the singu-
larly hottest day in the entire period of record, 
sometimes stretching back 100 to 150 years. 
“That’s a pretty big deal,” Swain says.
“It’s unusual in that it’s more intense in terms 
of the maximum temperature,” says Alison 
Bridger, a professor in the Meteorology and 
Climate Science department at San Jose State 
University. “And how widespread the impact 
is.”
For example, Palm Springs, Calif., recently 
hit 123 degrees, equaling its highest recorded 
temperature.
Las Vegas set a daily record of 114 degrees. 
Phoenix reached a record 118 degrees, the ear-
liest the city has hit that high a mark. It broke 
the previous record of 114 set in 2015.
Sacramento, Calif., set a new daily record 
of 109 degrees. The National Weather Ser-
vice just extended its excessive heat warning 
through Sunday night in the Central Valley 

and parts of northern California.

Denver this week hit 100 for three straight days, 
the earliest date of such a streak on record, 
tweeted meteorologist Bob Henson. He noted 
that all of the 100-degree streaks in Denver’s 
150 years of climate record keeping have oc-
curred in the last three decades.
And in the Plains, several cities including Oma-
ha, Neb., set records, including a daily record 
high of 105 degrees. That breaks an Omaha dai-
ly record set in 1918.
Just last year, several cities in the West also hit 
record highs. This current heat dome “fits with 
climate change ideas, global warming, meaning 
that it’s just a little bit warmer than it would 
have been last year,” Bridger says. “And if we 
have this next year, it’ll be just a little bit warm-
er again.”
The “heat dome” is making droughts even 
worse
It’s also coinciding with and worsening record 
drought across big parts of the West. These two 
things, Daniel Swain says, are now making 
each other worse.
“The drought is leading to extremely low soil 
moisture, which is making it easier for these 
high pressure systems to generate extreme 
heat waves because more of the sun’s energy 
is going into heating the atmosphere rather than 
evaporating nonexistent water in the soil.”And 
that is only making things hotter and drier.
“That’s sort of the vicious cycle of drought and 
extreme heat in a warming climate,” he says.
It’s more evidence of human-caused climate 
change
The excessive heat and widening drought con-
tinues to elevate wildfire risk across much of 
the West. New federal data show that the num-
ber of new wildfires in the U.S. so far this year 
is at a 10-year high, signaling a long, potential-
ly dangerous summer and fall for wildfires.

Experts say this current heat dome is yet more 
evidence of the impact of human-caused cli-
mate change. Bridger at San Jose State says 
while that is most likely the case, “it takes a lot 
of work to figure that out. A lot of hard scientif-
ic work in order to be statistically sure that it’s 
associated with climate change,” she says.
Others are more certain.
“It’s just so clear at this point,” says climate sci-
entist Swain, “when it comes to record-break-
ing heat events, the study has been run for event 
after event after event in region after region af-
ter region in year after year.”
And the answer is almost always the same, he 
says: “There’s a crystal clear human fingerprint 
on extreme heat and extreme heat events ... 
climate change is making these sorts of things 
worse.”
And what was historically rare is now becoming 
almost commonplace: Forecasters say there’s a 
chance of yet another heat wave of similar mag-
nitude in the West about 10 days from now.

“That sounds crazy, except that last summer 
we saw like three to five of these, you know, 
‘unprecedented events’ in different regions of 
the West,” Swain points out. (Courtesy npr.org)
Related
As Temperatures Soar, California And 

Texas Urge Power Conservation
June 16 (Reuters) - Searing heat across the 
U.S. Southwest and soaring electricity demand 
for air conditioners this week are prompting 
grid operators in Texas and California to warn 
consumers about energy conservation to avoid 
outages. Peak temperatures are forecast to 
reach 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46°C) in interior 
California through the week, according to the 
state’s electric grid operator, which warned the 
biggest supply deficit could occur on Thursday 
after the sun goes down and solar power is no 
longer available. Similarly, temperatures in 
other states, including Arizona and Utah, were 
in line for several more days of sweltering heat 
even before the start of summer, which official-
ly starts on Sunday.
Grid operators in Texas and California both 
dealt with rotating outages over the last year to 

avoid widespread collapses of their power sys-
tems - California due to the heat in August 2020 
and Texas in February 2021 after a deep freeze 
that left millions without heat - some for days.

The California Independent System Operator 
(ISO), which operates most of the state’s elec-
tric system, projected demand plus reserves 
required in case something goes wrong with a 
generating plant or transmission line, would ex-
ceed power supplies for several days this week. 
The ISO forecast peak demand in California 
would rise from 40,858 megawatts (MW) on 
Wednesday to 43,323 MW on Thursday, com-
pared with the all-time peak of 50,270 MW in 
July 2006. One hundred megawatts typically 
powers around 20,000 homes on a summer day.
On Wednesday, solar power was providing 
about 30% of California ISO’s supply, and the 
grid warned that it would be unlikely to be able 
to rely on additional supplies from other states 
due to the extreme heat hitting much of the 
Western United States. The ISO was currently 
getting 13% of its power from other states. The 
ISO has said it expects to have about 50,734 
MW of supply available this summer, but some 
of that comes from solar. The Electric Reliabil-
ity Council of Texas (ERCOT), which operates 
most of the state’s power system, projected 
electric demand would break the June record 
set on Monday in coming days.

ERCOT said demand reached 69,943 MW on 
Monday and is expected to reach 70,391 MW 
on June 17. The state’s grid is separate from the 
rest of the country, so it can draw only small 
amounts of power from other grids to offset 
greater-than-normal demand.
In Houston, the biggest city in Texas, the mer-
cury is expected to reach the upper 90s on 
Wednesday and Thursday, about five degrees 
higher than usual, according to AccuWeather. 
(Courtesy https://news.trust.org/)
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Record Temperatures Hitting The
West Are Not Your Average Heat Wave

Visitors feel the heat in California’s Death Valley earlier this week. This re-
cord-setting heat wave’s remarkable power, reach and unusually early appear-
ance is giving meteorologists yet more cause for concern about extreme weather 
in an era of climate change. (Photo/Patrick T. Fallon/AFP via Getty Images)
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