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Faces of Americans detained overseas 
now visible to thousands
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WASHINGTON, July 19 (Reuters) - Little known 
are the names of the Americans detained abroad 
despite their years’ long plight to regain their free-
dom, but now, thanks to a work of art unveiled on 
Wednesday in the U.S. capital, the faces of more 
than a dozen U.S. citizens held by foreign govern-
ments will be visible to tens of thousands.

A mural displaying the faces of 18 Americans 
detained overseas, including U.S. basketball star 
Brittney Griner who has been held in Russia since 
February on drug charges, has been installed on 
the side of a building in a narrow alley in the 
Georgetown neighborhood, just a few miles west 
of the White House.

The opening of the mural is the latest act of public 
advocacy by the families of detainees, who have 
in recent months significantly stepped up their 
calls to U.S. President Joe Biden to personally 
intervene to bring their loved ones home.

The poster was pasted on the side of the build-
ing on Tuesday together with the families of the 
detainees. Such collaborative form of art captures 
the plight of the families, who are trying to make 
their cause known with their modest means, said 
Iowan designer Isaac Campbell who attended the 
event.

“I’m like a lot of the American citizens who have 
no idea the scale that this (hostage) crisis is hap-
pening, the stories behind the families,” he said.

The United States does not provide an official 
figure for how many U.S. citizens are detained 
abroad, but the James W. Foley Legacy Founda-
tion, named after an American journalist abducted 
and killed in Syria, says that more than 60 U.S. 
citizens are wrongfully detained in about 18 coun-
tries.

Some are held by top U.S. adversaries such as 
Iran, Russia and Venezuela.

Pressure has been mounting on Biden as families 
of the detainees shifted gears after years of quiet 
diplomacy that they say has not yielded results. 
The detention of two-time Olympic medalist 
Griner in Russia in February has also boosted the 
prominence of the issue.

“She has brought this conversation to the main-
stream,” said Alexandra Forseth, whose uncle and 
father are among the detained former executives 
of U.S. oil refiner Citgo in Venezuela.

The key question many families raised at the 
event was whether any of the detainees would be 
able to reunite with their families by the time the 
mural starts to fade out -- which could be a matter 
of weeks or months.

“Our message is pretty straightfor-
ward,” said Everett Rutherford, the 
uncle of Matthew Heath, a U.S. Ma-
rine veteran imprisoned in Venezuela 
for nearly two years. “We want the 
Biden administration to use the tools 
available by country, by individual 
case, to the effectiveness available 
to him in his office to bring people 
home,” he said.

Former U.S. Marine Trevor Reed was 
freed in April as part of a prisoner 
swap with Russia despite ties between 
Moscow and Washington have been 
at their worst in decades, after Biden 
intervened and commuted the U.S. 
prison sentence of Russian pilot Kon-
stantin Yaroshenko.

Weeks before his release, Reed’s parents had met 
Biden at the White House. Since then, families 
have stepped up their requests to meet with him 
in person.

“We need him to directly tell his administration 
getting these people home is a higher priority 
than tangential policy goals,” Forseth said.

On Tuesday, the Biden administration has rolled out 
an executive order to punish and deter hostage taking 
abroad.
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Palestinian people play inside a swimming pool to cool down during a hot 
weather, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip. REUTERS/Ibraheem Abu 
Mustafa

A train drives across the bed of a drained area near the salt harvesting site of the Burlinskoye 
salt lake in the Altai Region, Russia. REUTERS/Alexey Malgavko

A woman stands on the beach with a ferris wheel seen in the background, in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates. REUTERS/Amr Alfiky

A cow moves past a burning car 
that, according to fire officials, 
caught fire due to an electrical 
short circuit after it was stuck 
in a water-logged road follow-
ing heavy rains in Ahmedabad, 
India, July 11. REUTERS/Amit 
Dave

A woman covers her face 
as a wildfire burns in Pal-
lini, near Athens, Greece. 
REUTERS/Costas Baltas

A polar bear stands by water, at 
the Hagenbeck Zoo, in Hamburg, 
Germany. REUTERS/Cathrin 
Mueller

Last week, because an historic
heatwave has hit Europe, a full-blown
gas crisis may face many countries
there in the near future.

The Nord Stream 1 pipeline that
links Russia’s gas to Europe is due
to reopen in ten days after routine
maintenance work. But the concern is
that Russia will keep the tap turned off
in retaliation for sanctions the
European Union has imposed since
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in
February.

Germany’s minister of economic
affairs Robert Habeck warned that the
country must prepare for the worst. He

said anything can happen. It could be that the gas flows again and
maybe even more than before. It could also be that nothing will come at
all.
Last year the pipeline delivered 55 billion cubic meters of gas to

Europe, or about 40% of the total imports from Russia.
The gas demand could not come at a worse time because of the record

heat and the mountain wildfires. Soaring temperatures have also pushed
up demand for electricity to power air conditioning units.
We are urging that the war in Ukraine should come to an end and the

gas pipeline should flow. If not, many businesses in Europe will be cut off
from their vital gas supplies and many more people will suffer.

0707//1919//20222022

Europe Braces For A Potential Gas CrisisEurope Braces For A Potential Gas Crisis
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In October of last year, four U.S. cities 
-

tion of wireless internet. Verizon began 
rolling out its 5G residential service in 
Houston, Indianapolis, Los Angeles, 
and Sacramento, bringing this superfast 
wireless broadband to customers for 

governments found their hands tied at 
governing how these networks—and all 

their communities.
That’s because, about the same time, the 
Federal Communications Commission 
restricted cities’ ability to regulate 5G 
infrastructure. Under the new rules, lo-
cal governments face tight deadlines to 
approve or reject the installation of this 
new cellular equipment. The rules also 
put limits on how much money cities can 

putting hardware in public rights of way.
This is no small move. The 5G buildout 
will require massive amounts of new 
gear, and the installation and approval 

process has already proven contentious 
in many places. The U.S. Conference of 
Mayors was quick to criticize the FCC’s 
move as a breach of local authority and 
suggest it will turn to the courts for res-
olution.

“The [FCC] has embarked on an unprec-
edented federal intrusion into local (and 
state) government property rights that 
will have substantial and continuing ad-
verse impacts on cities and their taxpay-
ers,” U.S. Conference of Mayors CEO 
Tom Cochran said in statement. “The 
Conference and its members now look to 
the federal courts to review and rectify 
this unlawful taking of local property.”

The dispute comes down to the “small 
cell” equipment required for much of 
5G and who gets to say where it goes. 
Small cell sites can be as compact as a 
pizza box and are typically installed on 
utility poles or buildings. 5G technolo-
gy, in turn, delivers wireless internet ac-

responsive than today’s 4G networks—
but 5G’s best performance limits it to the 
shortest range.
While a 4G cell site might cover a doz-
en city blocks, 5G’s fastest, millime-
ter-wave frequencies might need one site 
for each block. 

An Accenture study commissioned by 
the wireless trade group CTIAestimated 
in March that there would be 769,000 
small-cell deployments in the U.S. from 
2018 to 2026. In a separate report, CTIA 
estimated that the U.S. had 323,448 cell 
sites in service at the end of 2017.
“What we have is a lot of small cells get-
ting deployed in numbers that localities 
have never seen before,” Wireless Infra-
structure Associationpresident and CEO 
Jonathan Adelstein said. 
For an example of a more amicable ap-
proach to 5G, look to Sacramento. Early 
on, the city formed a public-private part-
nership to help Verizon build a network 
that would support its own smart-city 
services. (Courtesy https://www.citylab.
com )
Health Issues – Does 5G Pose Health 

Risks?
So what are the health concerns of 5G, 
and is there any evidence to back them 
up?
As with previous cellular technologies, 
5G networks rely on signals carried by 
radio waves - part of the electromagnetic 
spectrum - transmitted between an an-
tenna or mast and your phone.
We’re surrounded by electromagnetic ra-

diation all the time - from television and 
radio signals, as well as from a whole 
range of technologies, including mobile 
phones, and from natural sources such as 
sunlight.

What’s different about 5G?
5G uses higher frequency waves than 
earlier mobile networks, allowing more 
devices to have access to the internet at 
the same time and at faster speeds.
These waves travel shorter distances 
through urban spaces, so 5G networks 
require more transmitter masts than pre-
vious technologies, positioned closer to 
ground level.

What are the concerns?
The electromagnetic radiation used by 
all mobile phone technologies has led 
some people to worry about increased 
health risks, including developing cer-
tain types of cancer.

Cities and towns throughout Northern 
California are issuing ordinances that 
would exclude new 5G cell sites from 
residential areas, citing supposed health 
concerns. Residents of Portland, Ore., 

these beliefs while lobbying for restric-
tions. Legislators in four states including 
New Hampshire have proposed bills that 
would mandate further study of health 
effects or else urge Congress to do so, 
and Congressman Thomas Suozzi (D., 
N.Y.) wrote to the FCC echoing these 
concerns.
In 2014 the World Health Organization 
(WHO) said that “no adverse health 
effects have been established as being 
caused by mobile phone use”.
However, the WHO together with the 
International Agency for Research on 

frequency radiation (of which mobile 

signals are a part) as “possibly carcino-
genic”.
It has been put in this category because 
“there is evidence that falls short of be-
ing conclusive that exposure may cause 
cancer in humans”.

Eating pickled vegetables and using tal-
cum powder are classed as having the 
same level of risk.
 Alcoholic drinks and processed meat are 
classed as higher risk.
A toxicology report released in 2018 by 
the US Department of Health, and point-
ed to by those expressing safety con-
cerns, found that male rats exposed to 
high doses of radio frequency radiation 
developed a type of cancerous tumour in 
the heart.
For this study, rats’ whole bodies were 
exposed to radiation from mobile phones 
for nine hours a day every day for two 
years, starting before they were born.
No cancer link was found for the fe-
male rats or the mice studied. It was also 
found that rats exposed to the radiation 
lived longer than those in the control 
group. The WHO says electromagnetic 
frequency exposures below the limits 
recommended in the ICNIRP guidelines 
do not appear to have any known con-
sequence on health.(Courtesy bbc.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

For Cities While Health Concerns, Aesthetics
And FCC Bullying Pose New Challenges
Cities Are Saying No To 5G

Overview
The next generation of wireless internet needs lots of new equipment

in public spaces. The federal government just limitedwhat cities

COMMUNITY
Worldwide Losses At ‘Unprecedented’ Rate

UN Study Warns:Nature In Decline
Wildlife and habitats are declining at an 
“unprecedented” rate worldwide which 
directly threatens human beings, a major 
new study has warned.
Up to a million species of plants and an-
imals are at risk of extinction, a greater 
number than ever before in human his-
tory.

Many could vanish within decades, the 
UN-backed global assessment reveals.
Scientists warn that the natural world is 
deteriorating faster than ever as a direct 
result of human activity, eroding “the 
very foundations” of economies, live-
lihoods, food, health and quality of life 
worldwide.
A huge transformation is needed across 
the economy and society to protect and 
restore nature, which provides people 
with food, medicines and other materi-
als, crop pollination, fresh water, and 
quality of life.
Without such “transformational change”, 
the damage will continue or worsen up to 
2050 and beyond, posing a direct threat 
to human well-being around the world, 
the study said.
It will also undermine existing global 
efforts to tackle poverty and hunger, im-
prove health and curb climate change.
The experts warned that “vested inter-
ests” would oppose changes to the status 

things such as subsidies or a lack of 
regulation, but this opposition could be 
overcome for the public good.
The three-year global assessment on the 
state of nature from the Intergovernmen-

tal Science-Policy Platform on Biodiver-
sity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 
has involved more than 450 experts from 
50 countries.

Loss of pollinators such as bees is 
putting billions of pounds of crops at 

risk (Owen Humphreys/PA)
It looked at changes to the natural world 

time the human population has doubled 
and demand for energy and materials has 

-
narios for the future.

Habitats, wild animals and plants and 
even domesticated breeds are in decline 
or vanishing as a direct result of human 
activity, and the rate at which species are 
becoming extinct is accelerating.
The biggest cause of wildlife losses is 
change to the way land or marine envi-
ronments are used, followed by direct 
exploitation of animals and plants, cli-
mate change, pollution and invasive spe-
cies.
Three-quarters of the world’s land has 

activity, with forests cut down and grass-
land ploughed up for crops or livestock 
and the spread of cities, industry and in-
frastructure such as roads.
 

Habitat is being destroyed by hu-
man activity (Emily Beament/PA)
The study, which drew on thousands of 
pieces of evidence, also found that rising 
global temperatures were already hav-
ing an impact on nature and the effects 
would increase in the coming decades.
Habitat is being destroyed by human ac-
tivity (Emily Beament/PA)
The study, which drew on thousands of 
pieces of evidence, also found that rising 
global temperatures were already hav-
ing an impact on nature and the effects 
would increase in the coming decades.
The assessment outlines a series of sce-
narios for the future, and found that ma-
jor changes are required to protect nature 

These include a shift away from concen-
trating on economic growth, bringing in 
wildlife-friendly farming, restoring hab-
itats such as native forests, cutting food 
waste, creating marine protected areas 

pollution and creating more green space 
in cities.
It is hoped the evidence in the report will 
help form policies and action and provide 
the basis for new global targets to pro-
tect nature which will be negotiated at a 
UN meeting in China in 2020. (Courtesy 
https://www.irishexaminer.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor


	0721THU_C5_Print.pdf (p.1)
	0721THU_C6_Print.pdf (p.2)
	0721THU_C7_Print.pdf (p.3)

