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Trump ex-adviser Bannon convicted
of contempt of U.S. Congress
WASHINGTON, July 22 (Reuters) - Steve Bannon, a key associate of former President Donald
Trump and an influential figure on the American
right, was convicted on Friday of contempt of
Congress for defying a subpoena from the committee investigating last year’s attack on the U.S.
Capitol, a major victory for the Democratic-led
panel.
A jury found Bannon, 68, guilty of two misdemeanor counts for refusing to provide testimony
or documents to the House of Representatives
select committee as it scrutinizes the Jan. 6, 2021,
rampage by Trump supporters who tried to upend
the results of the 2020 presidential election.
Each contempt of Congress count is punishable
by 30 days to one year behind bars, as well as a
fine of $100 to $100,000. U.S. District Judge Carl
Nichols set a sentencing date of Oct. 21.
The verdict by the jury of eight men and four
women, after less than three hours of deliberations, marked the first successful prosecution for
contempt of Congress since 1974, when a judge
found G. Gordon Liddy, a conspirator in the Watergate scandal that prompted President Richard
Nixon’s resignation, guilty.
¿Cómo estás protegiendo tu motor de alto millaje?
Maximiza la vida del motor con el aceite de motor
Valvoline High Mileage y protégelo del calor, el
desgaste, la fricción y los depósitos. Aprende más.
Bannon was a key adviser to the Republican
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign, then served
as his chief White House strategist during 2017
before a falling out between the two that was later
patched up. Bannon also has played an instrumental role in right-wing media.

The conviction may strengthen the committee’s
position as it seeks to secure testimony and documents from others in Trump’s orbit. Trump last year
asked his associates not to cooperate with the committee, accusing it of trying to hurt him politically,
and several of them rebuffed the panel.

His defense team in closing arguments on Friday
suggested to jurors that Bannon was a political
target and painted the main prosecution witness
as a politically motivated Democrat with ties to
one of the prosecutors. The prosecution countered
that Bannon showed disdain for the authority of
Congress and needed to be held accountable for
his unlawful defiance.

Another former Trump adviser, Peter Navarro, was
separately was charged with contempt of Congress
in June for refusing to appear for a committee
deposition. Navarro’s trial is scheduled for November. read more

Prosecutor Molly Gaston told jurors the attack
represented a “dark day” for America, adding:
“There is nothing political about finding out why
Jan. 6 happened and making sure it never happens
again.”
Evan Corcoran, one of Bannon’s attorneys, told
jurors, “The question is, ‘Why? Why was Steve
Bannon singled out?”
The trial featured two days of testimony. Prosecutors questioned only two witnesses. The defense
called none.

The Justice Department opted not to charge two
other Trump associates, Mark Meadows and Daniel
Scavino, for defying the committee despite a House
vote recommending it. Unlike Bannon, Meadows
turned over some communications to the committee.
The committee could make multiple referrals to
the Justice Department seeking criminal charges
against Trump himself, according to its vice chair
Liz Cheney. read more
SPURNED DEADLINES
The main prosecution witness was Kristin Amerling, a top committee staffer who testified that Bannon spurned deadlines to respond to the September
2021 subpoena, sought no extensions and offered

an invalid rationale for his defiance - a claim by Trump
involving a legal doctrine called executive privilege
that can keep certain presidential communications
confidential.
The Justice Department charged Bannon last November after the Democratic-led House voted the prior
month to hold him in contempt. Bannon separately was
charged in 2020 with defrauding donors to a private
fund-raising effort to boost Trump’s project to build a
wall along the U.S.-Mexican border. Trump pardoned
Bannon before that case went to trial. read more
A pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol and attacked
police with batons, sledgehammers, flag poles, Taser
devices, chemical irritants, metal pipes, rocks, metal
guard rails and other weapons in a failed effort to block
congressional certification of his 2020 election loss to
Democrat Joe Biden.
The committee has said Bannon spoke with Trump at
least twice on the day before the attack and attended
a planning meeting at a Washington hotel. It played a
clip of Bannon saying on his right-wing podcast the
day before the attack that “all hell is going to break
loose tomorrow.”
The judge limited the scope of the case Bannon’s team
could present to jurors, moves one of his lawyers said
“badly stymied” the defense. Bannon was barred from
arguing that he believed his communications with
Trump were subject to executive privilege and was
prohibited from arguing he relied on legal advice from
an attorney in refusing to comply.
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President Biden Tests
Positive For Covid-19
Covid-19
We all hope President Biden will
have a speedy recovery with the
Covid. In the meantime, many issues
are facing our country. The most
important and pressing issue is
inflation that is causing so much pain
for all of us.

White House Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said, “President Biden
has tested positive for Covid-19 and
is experiencing mild symptoms.”
This is the first time Biden has tested
positive for Covid-19. He is fully
vaccinated and twice booted. He has
begun taking Paxlovid, Pfizer’s
antiviral drug.
President Biden will stay consistent
with CDC guidelines. He will isolate
at the White House and will continue

to carry out all of his official duties
fully during that time. Senior officials
said there are no plans
and no need to transfer
executive powers to Vice
President Harris.

For many people, the high prices for
food and gas are the main concerns
in their daily lives. Hopefully, the
president can take measures to
improve the situation. Otherwise, the
Democratic Party will face a major
challenge in the upcoming midterm
elections.

The President’s positive
diagnosis comes less than
a week after his visit to the
Middle East where he held
several meetings with
world leaders.

Editor’s Choice
Surfers prepare to the sea on the
beach in South Shields, Britain.
REUTERS/Lee Smith

A member of the New York City Department of Sanitation blows cigar smoke
before marching along Fifth Avenue during the Columbus Day Parade in New
York City. REUTERS/Shannon Stapleton

Greek Presidential Guards, known as Evzones, present arms during a ceremony
marking the 77th anniversary of the Liberation of Athens from the Nazi occupation,
with the Parthenon temple seen in the background, atop the Acropolis hill in Athens,
Greece. REUTERS/Alkis Konstantinidis

A person adjusts a clay mask
while preparing to take part in
a deity’s procession during the
Shikali festival at Khokana, in
Lalitpur, Nepal. REUTERS/
Navesh Chitrakar

The words “Expect us” are seen spray-painted on the statue of U.S. President Andrew Jackson, ?as
people demonstrate during a climate change protest on Indigenous People’s Day, outside the White
House, in Washington, D.C. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque

A vandalised statue of Christopher Columbus is pictured
in London, Britain. REUTERS/Hannah McKay
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Bill Gates: “I Don’t Want To Be ‘A
Voice Of Doom And Gloom On Covid’,
But The Worst’ Could Still Be Ahead”
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Bill Gates speaks during the Global Investment
Summit at the Science Museum on October 19,
2021, in London, England. (Photo/Leon Neal |
Getty Images News | Getty Images)
After more than two years of Covid-19, plenty of people are lowering their guards. But the pandemic isn’t
over yet — and, Bill Gates warns, the worst might still
be ahead.
“We’re still at risk of this pandemic generating a variant that would be even more transmissive and even
more fatal,” the billionaire Microsoft co-founder and
public health advocate told the Financial Times on
Sunday. “It’s not likely, I don’t want to be a voice of
doom and gloom, but it’s way above a 5% risk that
this pandemic, we haven’t even seen the worst of it.”
New Covid cases, powered by the BA.2 subvariant of
Covid’s omicron strain, are currently growing across
the U.S.: The country’s seven-day average of daily
new U.S. cases is up to 54,429 as of Sunday, according to Johns Hopkins University data. That’s a 9%
increase over the week prior, with cases growing in 39
states over that time frame.
But Covid-related deaths are declining, leading White
House Covid czar Dr. Ashish Jha to say last month
that he’s “not overly concerned right now” about
BA.2. Rather, its spread is more a reminder that Covid
is still lurking — and as Gates notes, the virus could
potentially mutate again, resulting in a strain of greater
concern.
For Gates, one lesson from the Covid pandemic so far
is that preemptive planning and protective measures
could help the world better manage future pandemics.
It’s the core concept of his upcoming book, “How to
Prevent the Next Pandemic,” set to publish later this
year.

One proposal, he says, is for the World Health Organization to launch a global surveillance team, consisting

of experts who can quickly spot new health threats
around the world and rapidly coordinate with global
governments to prevent future illnesses from growing
into pandemics. Gates, who has labeled his proposed
task force the “Global Epidemic Response and Mobilization” (GERM) initiative, told the Financial Times
that the idea would require significant financial investment from WHO and its member countries in order to
create a global team of experts, including epidemiologists and virologists, and give them the tools they need
to proactively identify and contain future outbreaks.
It’s a plan that Gates previously floated at the 2022
TED conference in April, where he noted that WHO
would likely need to spend more than $1 billion per
year on such a global response team. That’s costly, but
the cost of another pandemic could be far greater. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has estimated that
the Covid pandemic will cost the global economy
over $12.5 trillion by 2024. Meanwhile, more than 6.2
million people are believed to have died globally from
the coronavirus, according to WHO, and Gates has
repeatedly said in recent years that the world was not
properly prepared for this pandemic.

“It seems wild to me that we could fail to look at this
tragedy and not, on behalf of the citizens of the world,
make these investments,” Gates told the Financial
Times on Sunday. The line echoed a comment he
made at the TED conference in April: “We need to
spend billions in order to save trillions.”
Between the proposed GERM team and other suggestions from his upcoming book — including fighting
back against misinformation and making vaccines
more accessible globally — Gates has said that his
goal for 2022 is “making sure that Covid-19 is the last
pandemic.” And, while he cautions against becoming
complacent against Covid’s ongoing risks, the billionaire has also expressed optimism that the coronavirus
will be more manageable by this summer — saying in
January that, ideally, most Americans will eventually
be able to treat Covid like the “seasonal flu.” (Courtesy
https://www.cnbc.com/)

Related

In this screengrab, Bill Gates speaks during All In
WA: A Concert For COVID-19 Relief on June 24,
2020 in Washington. (Photo/Getty Images)
Bill Gates may not love New Year’s resolutions, but
he’s still setting large goals for 2022 and beyond. At
the top of his list: avoiding future pandemics. In his
end-of-year blog post earlier this month, the billionaire
Microsoft co-founder and healthcare philanthropist
wrote that among the world’s biggest problems, the
next Covid-level health scare is pressing enough to
demand attention in 2022.
“We can’t afford to repeat the suffering of the last two
years,” Gates wrote. “The world had a chance to invest in the tools and systems that could’ve prevented
the Covid-19 pandemic, and we didn’t take it.”
Gates hinted that the topic will be the subject of his
next book, set to publish next year. In the meantime, he
wrote, investing in medical research and development
is a smart place to start: Many of the world’s highest-profile medical projects, paused by Covid, could
accelerate again in the near future.
In one example, he
noted, the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation helped fund a
Phase III trial of islatravir, a preventative
HIV medication, in Africa. Current pill treatments
offer reliable protection, but they must be ingested
in frequent or otherwise planned intervals. The new
treatment, also a pill, would only need to be taken once
per month — and the trial’s first results, released this
summer, were promising, Gates noted.
Gates and ex-wife Melinda French Gates have also
donated billions of dollars to various health organizations. In a 2019 Wall Street Journal essay, the pair said
they’d given up to $10 billion to organizations like the
Global Fund, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance (GAVI) over the past
two decades.
In his blog post, Gates wrote, some of this year’s
achievements show that the world may really be able
to end the Covid pandemic and curb the next one,
from governments and nonprofits combating climate
change together to the World Health Organization’s
approval of the first malaria vaccine.
But a growing global
distrust in public institutions, he noted, represents a significant
hurdle. According to
the 2021 Edelman
Trust Index, a survey of more than 33,000 people
across 28 countries that Gates cited in his post, Americans in particular don’t trust their public officials: The
study noted that 40% of U.S. respondents “deeply”
distrust the country’s federal government.

“If your people don’t trust you, they’re not going to
support major new initiatives,” Gates wrote. “And
when a major crisis emerges, they’re less likely to follow guidance necessary to weather the storm.”
It’s a timely issue: According to some experts, the next
pandemic could be even worse, and it might not even
be far away. “I think that as time goes forward we’re
going to see more of them,” Richard Preston, author
of “The Hot Zone,” a 1994 book about Ebola, told
CNBC last year. “And they’re going to balloon faster.”

For Gates, that means political leaders and private
citizens alike need to get on board with preventative
actions — before Covid starts to fade from people’s
priority lists.
“Now is the time to learn from our mistakes and take
steps to prevent this terrible experience from ever happening again,” Gates wrote. “I’m hopeful that we’ll
see broad support for pandemic preparedness efforts,
and I plan on spending a lot of time advocating for
them.”
Related
COVID Vaccines Saved 20M Lives In 1st Year,
Scientists Say
Nearly 20 million lives were saved by COVID-19
vaccines during their first year, but even more deaths
could have been prevented if international targets
for the shots had been reached, researchers reported
Thursday.
On Dec. 8, 2020, a retired shop clerk in England received the first shot in what would become a global
vaccination campaign. Over the next 12 months, more
than 4.3 billion people around the world lined up for
the vaccines. The effort, though marred by persisting
inequities, prevented deaths on an unimaginable scale,
said Oliver Watson of Imperial College London, who
led the new modeling study.
“Catastrophic would be the first word that comes to
mind,” Watson said of the outcome if vaccines hadn’t
been available to fight the coronavirus. The findings
“quantify just how much worse the pandemic could
have been if we did not have these vaccines.”
The researchers used data from 185 countries to estimate that vaccines prevented 4.2 million COVID-19
deaths in India, 1.9 million in the United States, 1 million in Brazil, 631,000 in France and 507,000 in the
United Kingdom.

for packaging at the company’s facility in Puurs,
Belgium. According to a study published Thursday. June 23, 2022 in the journal Lancet Infectious
Diseases, nearly 20 million lives were saved by
COVID-19 vaccines during their first year, but
even more deaths could have been prevented if
global targets had been reached. (Photo/Pfizer via
AP)
An additional 600,000 deaths would have been prevented if the World Health Organization target of 40%
vaccination coverage by the end of 2021 had been
met, according to the study published Thursday in the
journal Lancet Infectious Diseases.
The main finding — 19.8 million COVID-19 deaths
were prevented — is based on estimates of how many
more deaths than usual occurred during the time period. Using only reported COVID-19 deaths, the same
model yielded 14.4 million deaths averted by vaccines.
The London scientists excluded China because of
uncertainty around the pandemic’s effect on deaths
there and its huge population. The study has other
limitations. The researchers did not include how the
virus might have mutated differently in the absence of
vaccines.And they did not factor in how lockdowns or
mask wearing might have changed if vaccines weren’t
available.
Another modeling group used a different approach
to estimate that 16.3 million COVID-19 deaths were
averted by vaccines. That work, by the Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle, has not been
published.

In the real world, people wear masks more often when
cases are surging, said the institute’s Ali Mokdad,
and 2021′s delta wave without vaccines would have
prompted a major policy response.
“We may disagree on the number as scientists, but we
all agree that COVID vaccines saved lots of lives,”
Mokdad said.
The findings underscore both the achievements and
the shortcomings of the vaccination campaign, said
Adam Finn of Bristol Medical School in England,
who like Mokdad was not involved in the study.
“Although we did pretty well this time — we saved
millions and millions of lives — we could have done
better and we should do better in the future,” Finn said.
Funding came from several groups including the
WHO; the UK Medical Research Council; Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance; and the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. (Courtesy https://apnews.com/)

This March 2021 photo shows vials of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine being prepared

COMMUNITY
The World Has Entered
A New Age Of Epidemics
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Illustration above depicts the world in a Petri dish.
In the 1950s, 400–500 Americans died
every year from measles and another 100
from chicken pox. In the last major outbreak of rubella — in 1964–’65 — some
11,000 pregnant American women lost
their babies and 2,100 newborns died.
• The 1960s vaccine revolution all but
wiped out these diseases by 2000. But
now they are back — in the U.S. and
around the world.
• Much onus for this regression so far
has been laid on the global anti-vaccination movement. But experts blame much
more sweeping reasons, primarily a tectonic change in how humans live now as
ago.
• At the top of the list: we are living
closer together in ever-swelling cities,
trading and traveling much more, creating climate change, migrating in big
numbers — and failing to keep vaccination levels high enough for “herd immunity.”
“What changed is that society
changed,” Jeremy Farrar, an expert on
infectious disease and director of the
U.K.-based Wellcome Trust, tells Axios.
• Driving the news: Disease was un-

der control for a few decades, but now
the environmental circumstances under
which they were contained have utterly changed. So new answers have to be
found.
The big picture:
in 16 states as of Saturday, according to
the website Precision Vaccinations. The
cases of mumps for January and February
in 30 states and the District of Columbia.
And Kentucky alone has an outbreak of
32 cases of chickenpox as of last week.
Measles cases will “certainly” surpass
2018 due to lack of vaccinations

Europe, too, has had a surge of mumps,
pertussis, rubella and tetanus over the
last two years, reports the World Health
Organization. Measles alone killed 72
people in Europe last year, among 82,596

who contracted the disease, according to
the agency.
• In the U.S., the outbreaks are often concentrated in tight-knit communities like
former Soviet immigrants in Clark County, Washington.
• Three states — New York, Texas and
Washington — are the “leading measles
hot-spots” in the U.S., per Precision Vaccinations.
• The diseases are often brought into
these communities by travelers returning
from countries like Israel, Madagascar,
the Philippines and Ukraine.
How the revolution happened: The
vaccine against measles was licensed
in 1963, chickenpox in 1995, mumps in
1967, and rubella in 1969. Jonas Salk’s
polio vaccine — igniting the vaccine
revolution — came into use in 1955, and
the oral version, created by Albert Sabin,
was commercialized in 1961.
But the revival of these once-unavoidable,
diseases is only part of the new age of
epidemics — they are a component of the
general breakdown of the decades-old
political and social order.
• This is particularly apparent in the
anti-vaccination movement, what has
been rebranded “vaccine hesitancy.”
“People wonder, ‘Why am I still getting
vaccinated if disease no longer exists?’
It’s not a stupid question,” Farrar said.
• But the trend includes the other social factors as well: climate change, migration, urbanization and elevated travel,
which are spreading disease-carrying
species such as mosquitoes, bats and rats.

What’s next: Farrar is pressing for governments to create a commercial impetus
gate the new age. But to get started, says
Peter Hotez, dean at the Baylor College
of Medicine and author of “Vaccines Did
Not Cause Rachel’s Autism,” they need
to separate out the various factors.
• Malaria in Greece and Italy have been
blamed on climate change, but Hotez

says human migration and re-emerging
poverty may also be at fault.
• In Texas, the appearance of Zika and
dengue may be attributable to any or all
the same factors. “We don’t know,” he
said. (Courtesy axios.com)
Related
Measles outbreak is bringing vaccine
exemptions into spotlight
The federal government may try to take
action if states don’t tighten their vaccine
exemption laws and measles continues to
spread in sections of the U.S., FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb tells Axios.
Driving the news: Overall case numbers
of measles remain low in the U.S. but
the disease is growing in areas of high
non-vaccination rates. Some states like
Washington are considering tightening
their exemptions even as they continue
to face a more organized anti-vaccination
movement.

“It’s an avoidable tragedy,” Gottlieb,
who says he’s usually a proponent of
state rights, tells Axios. “Too many states
have lax laws.”
Background: The highly contagious disease can only be controlled if there’s a
large vaccination rate in the population,
which the World Health Organization
says should be 93%–95% of people.
• States are allowed to adopt their own
rules over what types of exemptions are
allowed for vaccines. All of them allow
exemptions for medical reasons, but
many also provide exemptions on religious and/or philosophical grounds.
• These pockets of unvaccinated people
are transmitting measles in the U.S.,
which is particularly dangerous to those
who can’t get vaccinated, including babies under 12 months and people with
susceptible immune systems.
• Gottlieb says the vaccine is one of the
most effective ones (97% with 2 doses)
created so far, and for one of the most
contagious viruses.
• Measles can cause various complications, including pneumonia, brain damage and sometimes death, and it has been

linked to longer term immune problems.
What’s happening now
WHO reported last week that measles
cases tripled globally in 2018 from the
prior year, and current reports show multiple deadly outbreaks in the Philippines,
Ukraine, Israel and Madagascar.
In Washington state, the number of conGov. Jay Inslee declared a state of emergency on Jan. 25, to 54 as of Feb. 13.
• Clark County, where a majority of the
Washington cases are located, reported
a 70% MMR vaccination rate for 19–35
month olds. But since the outbreak, there
was an almost 450% increase in vaccination rates in January compared with the
same month the prior year.

In New York, there is an outbreak in
Rockland County, Monroe County and
New York City, and Texas reported 8 cases in 5 different counties as of Feb. 14.
says Peter
Hotez, dean at Baylor College of Medicine who published a study last year
showing possible U.S. “hotspots” of
measles due to vaccine exemptions, that
he says is already proving to be true.
• Pro-vaccination groups are “losing
the battle” to anti-vaccination groups,
who’ve been very active on social media
and forming at least one PAC to promote
their message, he says.
The other side: Barbara Loe Fisher,
National Vaccine Information Center often labeled as anti-vaccination, tells Axios that 100 cases of measles in a population of 320 million “is not a public health
emergency.”
• “[It] should not be used to justify eliminating the legal right to exercise informed consent to vaccination, which
medical, religious and conscientious-belief vaccine exemptions in public health
laws,” she says. (Courtesy axios.com)

