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® Sushi Chef
® Sushi Helper

Kroger Sushi Bar
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full time, part time . == ar Medical Center/ Hwy—288 / Rice Universty
Sugar Land area ovstencepustulnal i) BIENEIS Adcress. 6055 South Freeway, Houston TX
Hwy6 & Hwy90 call: 243-276-8585| ;; Bt &TS Please call: 832-808-022
inside HEB. Contact o o= TREEs ~IEDN ~ "o HET /4 TSOeMEREEET,
713.419-00s0 | Restaurant Hiring [4EZ25 285803 g35_401_9179 | Restaurant Hiring | )2y i s i rice e
Kroger 18M ((RETIEREHE RIFSIZNEIS| BBRIZFEEEE | BRNUEES ﬁ%g’ﬁﬂffﬁ
FIRLE! PEEEHE & i Galleriag  |[RAIBEBHIERL) Soms 1300 2 S8
New Caney ,TX 77351 ZIZIIEE 11 99/249 Spring 1000 [RESSENEIS MEEN—EG, 350082k SB5)
WRGEEGETES  ERoEE. | B8 B =1 2500 /L g 5 D0 (PREF) |58 X BEs_ 1
| 9510000 ~ 1000  EFEHR:  |[EEEEHEER [P R %E%@%Pj: mEpE| L IEIARTEE
=D i, t for sale FEEFNE:  [917-225-6666 | 5=EAHEHY):| TNom=: | 346-308-1569 a@mﬁ@%ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ
auran 832-401-9179 |985-790-3195 | 832-493-9598 | 832-661-5840| 832-903-0674 |:281-903-6795
PEBIZNEE| “PEEEE | ENPEEE=E PEEEE (Bh=gRteE| ZEEE |[EROssEs Nl RESE
HEE P26, | Pearland Pkwy, [Memorial BB SEREIR | VRHIE290 XESENER | [RHAIE Kroger (Y | SESUCNE, 1529, | fTWoodland it [k ASMEEEMAR
‘505, SIEDRIN, | 2460R AT, [EBL SRS | REDRERMR | ppme. W63 Koger BBy aar s s | TREERIDT.
BLEGES; 55 [EREA LB m(H TareE ta, | QTSR EEER | mosmiE PENswEsea o, {52200 [EHEE EEEER
409-729-0577 |FEH$7250, £/ 88 [E/0A,3600 R B8 |52 h pre o VAEEIBTE B A | BUBRA S s e @ﬁjeﬁﬁ%@%ﬁm
409-223-8342 | EHEEENES [EEE BATENE o ane o6 S wae N R kake, | FrEedeE. TR i
1624 Nederland Ave| HEFEWL=: [E:832-630- 4170I 832-277-4350 BaEiR: S8hes, 561-235-8380| ;13 ;50 2283
Nederland, TX 77627| 832-643-8099 | 832-782-8237 | Jii/)% 55! | 347-981-1238 | 832-830-3906 |501-442-8456| g3>_gs58-8176
BEIEEE EIZISéEEE%E%é RERNER | IGESE e dl| Sushi Restaurant forsale | HREESRE
PPRECPENR 30018 |speeesch)\OAS | h8EeNE/SE SUJEBLE 2000(R SHEE 1 4 (1] (OBBIXRBETSI\ISHR R
PFaE, 68855000 [R> |Richmond, 59/99 552 PPESRINE B BABSE 2 | 5007 R TIAR 28000,
BEE —KXEBE, | e | Z o 9 é&@ 2T, /Jiﬂ%ﬁ E%fﬁ?nd\%i% A Ty R AL g st s
s ER8E+0TL 0|20000R, EFE$3400 NS, R = O IFEAE IR RS LR R T
—FEecxr, |ERIR RERKe|LRE NRTRN| |y BRNRSEE. SEA JThE 24210000, L EBESIE.000,
FUrENBE e B8, FBEma. ﬁgg&% EEE: $365, OO_O_ FNEISEE. S AEEEE. . A=ESS ENHE
832-273-6189 | 832-788-9670| 316-213-9738 B 55m (R ETFT/1:832-298-8119 | 713-988-1668, 832-734-6888(1157)
*Memorial SiRkDEEEIHE o EBEE(PRIRE T\ HE BiR=TiReE Restaurant ||[EES NN S

Kroger sushi kiosk for sale
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Ability in reading mechanical drawing and electrial blueprints a plus. 1 I_QE_U\:' ﬁ‘%;%\%ﬂ iig&?i%EQ%%ﬁ%BE@ = %’@;& Q 1#](5:]9%56%5“’
Good communication skill and fluency in both English and Viethamese/ 3 2 =8 /%x o J B E’%“ EE UE 00 S
Chinese are essential. 2. ¥§JIJAE %@%1%&/\ \:ﬁ%&# 'fé[”i%? ’_._-‘_.- EKEI'VEE;EJ,%)'H%@EJW,
We offer compeﬁﬁve sqlqry and benefits. 1%3%[%1*%)%@% Eﬁ)@ygﬁj@ﬁ%ﬁg} L,\D[:]j\- IMEHBE Katy, X %@%%ﬁgﬁ

Email resume to: itihiring2021-ss1@yah

00.COMm
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Pro-Plastics, Inc.
Now Hiring 5558 [
¢ Customer Service :
Need fluent in English
e ENRIAIRIET - BE TIF=HmIT
e BT PR [{FRimit
*We have employee benefits*
(RTREE TR )
ﬂ’BiJI. 9530 Baythorne Dr.
Houston TX 77041
g5, 713-690-9000
* Equal Opportunity Employer *
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STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER

International Airlines near HOU has immediate opening
for full-time positions. Experience related to the
position is preferred but entry-level is also welcomed.
Please specify position and salary expectation on
resume and email to HOUTOBR@evaair.com

[ B—BmERFRrEss

Gk
Officer ((RITEFZEE)
BNV ESE KABEF B EE OB
ERSHERRN S REEX EENSECRAE.

Branch Office | Job Openings

Passenger Sales

Houston Cargo Reservation

Cargo Operation

Reqwrements.

1. Good verbal and written communication
skills in English and Chinese.

D _Minimum Bachelor’s degree in Information

Bilingual English/Chinese a plus,
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Computer proficiency, Self-motivated.

Benefits include zero employee contribution
for group health & life insurance, free/discount

Technology, Accounting, Business, Economics,
Finance or related fields.
3. Experience in Information Management is a plus.
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Russia, Ukraine trade blame for dozens
of deaths 1n Donetsk prison destruction

ODESA, Ukraine/KYTV, July 29 (Reuters) - Doz-
ens of Ukrainian prisoners of war appeared to have
been killed when a prison building was destroyed
in a missile strike or explosion, with Moscow

and Kyiv accusing each other of responsibility on
Friday.

The deaths, some of which were confirmed by Re-
uters journalists at the prison where the men were
held in eastern Donetsk province, overshadowed a
U.N.-brokered deal to restart shipping grain from
Ukraine and ease a worldwide food crisis.

The deal was discussed by the top diplomats of the
United States and Russia on Friday in their first
phone call since before Russia’s invasion of its
neighbour began on Feb. 24.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken that Washington
was not living up to promises regarding the exemp-
tion of food from sanctions, the foreign ministry
said. For his part Blinken said he told Lavrov the
world expected Russia to fulfil its commitments
under the grains agreement between Ukraine and
Russia. read more

Forty prisoners were killed and 75 wounded at

the prison in the frontline town of Olenivka held

by Moscow-backed separatists, Russia’s defence

ministry said. Fragments of U.S.-made HIMARS rockets, according the Russian defence ministry, are shown after the shelling at a
pre-trial detention center in the course of Ukraine-Russia conflict, in the settlement of Olenivka in the Donetsk Re-

A spokesman for the separatists put the death toll

at 53 and accused Kyiv of targeting the prison with

U.S.-made HIMARS rockets. he deaths of c Bakhmut Ukraine had attacked the prison
the deaths of prisoners of war in a Rus- i
p Fragments of U.S.-made HIMARS after the POWs had begun talking

sian-held jail. They said the two organisa- i
y Y g rockets, according the Russian de- about crimes conducted by the

tions had given guarantees the detainees o Ukrainian military.
would be well treated and should send fence ministry, are shown after the
shelling at a pre-trial detention center

investigators to the prison. in th f Ukraine-Russi
in the course o ame-fussla CoN- gy aine decided to use U.S.-pro-

The International Committee of the Red flict, in the settlement of Qlenivka in ducer multiple-launch rocket
Cross (ICRC) is seeking access to the the Donetsk Region, Ukraine July 29, systems HIMARS to carry out a
site and has offered to help evacuate the 2022. REUTERS/Alexander Ermo- 0 p oo Vel the crimes that

wounded, ICRC said in a statement on chenko the Ukrainian captives started

Friday. It said thq building was blow_n up by talking about,” spokesman Edu-
mercenaries from Russian private ard Basturin ;ai d

military company Wagner Group and
was not coordinated with the Russian
Defence Ministry.

Ukraine’s armed forces denied responsibility,
saying Russian artillery had targeted the prison to
hide the mistreatment of those held there. Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said Russia had commit-
ted a war crime and called for international con-
demnation.

Reuters TV showed the remains of a cavernous
burned-out building filled with metal beds, some
with charred bodies lying on them while other bod-
ies were lined up on military stretchers or on the
ground outside.

“The political leadership of

Ukraine has accused Russia of atrocities
and brutality against civilians since its in- Reuters could not immediately
vasion and said it has identified more than verify the differing versions of

10,000 possible war crimes. Russia denies o events.
targeting civilians. Hundreds of civilians and badly

wounded Ukrainian soldiers were
encircled and trapped for weeks in the
Azovstal steelworks before they laid
down their arms.

Shell fragments had been laid out on a blue metal
bench. It was not immediately possible to detect
any identifying markings and it was not clear where

the fragments had been collected.
A U.S. official, speaking on
RED CROSS Ukraine’s SBU domestic security agency condition of anonymity, said the
The Russian defence ministry said the prison said it had intercepted telephone calls by United States did not yet have
housed Ukrainian POWs and that eight prison staff ~ Russia-backed ;e%aratIStdehICh Sluggested definitive information on what
were also wounded. Russian-backed separatist Russian troops had caused an explosion o ~ happened with the prison, but
leader Denis Pushilin was quoted as saying there at the prison. Ukrainian military intelli- The SBU said video footage online urged caution on what Russia was

were no foreigners among the 193 detainees. gence said there was an explosion in a new shovyeddt he windows 1n'som§ roo}in Z claiming given that past claims
building meant to house prisoners from the ~Survived infact, suggesting there had - 4 proven to be false.

besieged Azovstal steel works in Mariupol,  0¢en an explosion inside rather than
shelling from outside.

A spokesman for the Moscow-backed
separatists told journalists that

{4 & o SR i
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Ukraine’s security agencies demanded the Unit-

ed Nations and Red Cross immediately react to . , _ )
Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in

Convenient, Fast, Secure

Zelle o

Make Deposit or Send Money Directly

Mobile Deposit
on the AFNB Mobile App

My,

+ Split bill with a friend + Deposit checks
+ Pay a bill + Send money

John Dew
1234 Executive Drive
Haouston, TX 7716

1936

5/1/2022
£ Jane Smith | %! 2.000.00
Two Thousand and 00/100 Only

Getiton
» Google play

00000086+ 000DOOS29« 1000

) . B 877-473-1888

LENDER m“ Call us for more information! [ KE’K?&;}'}S i

Houston Area: Nevadaardi s 1 ;
Main Office Spring Branch Katy Branch Harwin Branch First Colony Branch Sugar Land Branch Las Vég&ij ' Pahrump Branch Amargosa B
713-596-2888 713-273-1838 281-762-6688 713-273-1888 713-596-2588 281-762-6699 702-777-9988 775-751-1773 775-372-1100

Dallas Area: Y California Area:
Richardson Branch  Harry-Hines Branch Legacy Branch Carrollton Branch Arlington Branch  Garland Branch  Plano Branch City of Industry Branch  Alhambra Branch Arcad
972-348-3488 972-348-3433 972-348-3466 972-428-5088 817-261-5585 972-272-3375 469-429-2422 626-667-3988 626-863-1980 626-32:



3

17.-
=

English £ HUR C6

Eff— 2022F8A18  Monday, August 1, 2022

DALY LOCAL NEWS

China to use effective investment, not flood-like

stimulus, to boost economy, state media report

.

: S X 4

BEIJING, July 29 (Reuters) - China will use effective investment to help
the economy recover and will not resort to flood-like stimulus, state
media said on Friday, following a cabinet meeting chaired by Premier Li
Keqiang.
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The world’s second-largest economy narrowly avoided contraction in
the second quarter due to widespread pandemic lockdowns. Analysts ] AW i - 3 =
said Beijing’s full-year growth target of around 5.5% had been looking .
increasingly unattainable under Beijing’s strict zero-COVID policy.

To spur demand, China urged local governments to speed up the use
of special bonds for infrastructure that are mature and profitable, but
such bonds should not be used for land reserves or to make up the gap
between local fiscal revenue and expenditure, state media said.

To spur consumption, China will extend an exemption on purchase tax
on “new energy” vehicles, following a cut to the car purchase tax.

China “will promote consumption to be the major economic driver
continuously,” state media reported. Customers dine at a restaurant in a shopping area in Beijing, China July 25, 2022. REU-

As shoppers tighten their belts, policymakers have found it harder to TERS/Tingshu Wang/File Photo

revive retail consumption this year - a sector that contributes more than
half to the economy and a major source of employment.

In the first half of this year, retail sales dropped 0.7% from a year earlier
as many consumers were confined at home amid strict anti-virus mea-
sures.

The economy is in the “critical window” of stabilisation and recovery,
and the third quarter is “vital’, according to a Wednesday meeting of the
country’s top economic planner.

“(We should) seize the time window of the peak season for construction
in the third quarter, improve work efficiency” and “help create jobs for
local people nearby as much as possible,” said a Friday statement of the
meeting by the National Development and Reform Commission.

4%
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A woman hugs her child while
family members and survivors
from the organization 9/11
Justice attend a protest against
the Saudi Arabian-funded golf
series and its tournament being
held at the Trump National Golf
Club in Bedminster, New Jer-
sey, July 29, 2022. REUTERS/
Eduardo Munoz

A man holds a flag while family members and survivors from the organization
9/11 Justice attend a protest against the Saudi Arabian-funded golf series and
its tournament being held at the Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster,
New Jersey, July 29, 2022. REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz
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Family members and survivors from the organization 9/11 Justice protest against the Family members and survivors from the organization 9/11 Justice attend a protest against the Saudi

Saudi Arabian-funded golf series and its tournament being held at the Trump Nation- Arabian-funded golf series and its tournament being held at the Trump National Golf Club in Bed-
al Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, July 29, 2022. REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz minster, New Jersey, July 29, 2022. REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz

A man makes a pause while
family members and survivors
from the organization 9/11
Justice protest against the Saudi
Arabian-funded golf series and
its tournament being held at the
Trump National Golf Club in
Bedminster, New Jersey, July
29, 2022. REUTERS/Eduardo
Munoz

Family members and survi-
vors from the organization
9/11 Justice protest against
the Saudi Arabian-funded
golf series and its tournament
being held at the Trump Na-
tional Golf Club in Bedmin-
ster, New Jersey, July 29,
2022. REUTERS/Eduardo
Munoz
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Covid-19 Public Health Emergency

Has Been Extended In The U.S.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Last Friday the Biden administration extended the
Covid-19 public health emergency for another three
months. U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Xavier Becerra officially renewed the
declaration, extending it through October 13, 2022.
The emergency declaration has been in place since
January 2020, and the latest renewal comes as the
Omicron offshoot BA.S, the most contagious variant
yet, continues to stake its claim in the US. Daily case
rates, though vastly undercounted, are the highest
they’ve been in months, as are Covid-19 hospitaliza-
tions and deaths.
Data published this week by the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention shows that more than
half of the country’s population lives in a county with a
“high Covid-19 Community Level,” where the health
care system is at risk of becoming overburdened and
universal indoor masking is recommended.
“The Public Health Emergency declaration continues
to provide us with tools and authorities needed to re-
spond to the highly transmissible COVID-19 subvar-
iants that are currently circulating around the country,”
a Biden administration official told CNN. “The PHE
provides essential capabilities and flexibilities to hos-
pitals to better care for patients, particularly if we were
to see a significant increase in hospitalizations in the
coming weeks.”
Indeed, ensemble forecasts from the CDC published
this week do predict that hospitalizations in the US will
rise over the next month. It’s the first time in weeks that
the forecasts have predicted an increase in hospitaliza-
tions, instead of a stable outlook.

saving treatments through our Test to Treat initiative,
for example, which relies on flexibility for telehealth
and operations,” the official said. “Not renewing the
PHE would leave us with fewer tools to respond and
mean more Americans would get severely ill and end
up in the hospital.”

The public health emergency declaration allows many
Americans to obtain fiee Covid-19 testing, therapeutic
treatment and vaccines. Once it ends, people could
face out-of-pocket costs depending on whether they

| “Without the PHE
‘in place, we would
be limited in our

are covered by Medicare, Medicaid or private insur-
ance. But vaccinations would generally continue to be
free for those covered by Medicare and private insur-
ance, while state Medicaid programs would determine
whether to continue covering vaccinations for their
enrollees.

Also, Medicare has relaxed the rules goveming tele-
health so that many more beneficiaries can access such
services during the declaration. Telehealth services are
no longer limited just to those living in rural areas, and
enrollees can conduct visits at home, rather than hav-
ing to travel to a health care facility, and they receive a
wider array of services via telehealth. These flexibili-
ties will end for most beneficiaries after the emergency
expires.

SAnd states are not
involuntarily ~ disen-

> B9 - ="rolling residents fom
k I/ Medicaid during the
Tl declaration, in ex-

change for receiving more generous federal matching
funds. As many as 14 million people could lose Med-
icaid coverage after the emergency ends, according to
separate projections by Kaiser and the Urban Institute.
Plus, many low-income families are receiving en-
hanced food stamp benefits thanks to the declaration,
though some states have ended their own public health
emergencies and stopped the beefed-up allotments.
Aseparate emergency declaration allows for the emer-
gency use authorization of testing, treatments and vac-
cines. Its end date will be determined by the secretary
of the US Department of Health and Human Services.
Its end date will be determined by HHS, and the agen-
cy has committed to provide at least 60-day notice
before any change. (Courtesy cnn.com)
Related
Bill Gates Hopes World Leaders Will Fund
A Global Health Team To Prevent The Next
Pandemic

Bill Gates wants world leaders to create a Global
Epidemic Response and Mobilization team — or
GERM, for short, to help prevent future pandemics.
In a video interview from the Kirkland offices of his
private investment firm, he said that for an estimated
$1 billion a year, with the U.S. likely chipping in $250
million, the team would be “the best bargain you’ll
eversee.”

Bill Gates envisions a global health team to
prevent the next pandemic.

“More Americans died in [the pandemic] than Amer-
icans died in all the wars put together,” Gates said.
“This thing was, you know, superbad.”” Compared to
the cost of addressing climate change or opioid abuse,
for example, “‘the sums involved here are actually pret-
ty modest.”

Gates’ proposed team is a key idea in his book, “How
to Prevent the Next Pandemic,” which was published
in May with the intention of prompting debate — not
just about GERM, but also about improving testing,
speeding vaccine and treatment development, and
shoring up health systems worldwide.

Yet Gates — whose fortune and foundation, co-
chaired with ex-wife Melinda French Gates, give him
an outsized influence on public health — said discus-
sion about the team “has started out a little bit slower
than I expected.”

Pandemic prevention is “not a huge topic in the Con-
gress, or even in the executive branch, right at the mo-
ment,” he said.

Related

COVID-19: Highlights Of The Coronavirus
Pandemic This Week

7R

1. How COVID-19 s affecting the globe
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 have passed 549.1
million globally, according to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. The number of confirmed deaths has now passed
633 million. More than 12.09 billion vaccination
doses have been administered globally, according to
Our World in Data. The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration has recommended that COVID-19 vaccine
manufacturers change the design of their booster shots
to tackle the currently dominant Omicron BA 4 and
BA.5 COVID-19 subvariants.

Pfizer is seeking full US approval for its oral
COVID-19 antiviral treatment, which is currently
under emergency use authorization. It comes as Pfizer
and BioNTech announced that they’ve signed a new
$3.2 billion deal with the US government for 105 mil-
lion doses of their COVID-19 vaccine.

Russia is ending all COVID-19 restrictions, it said on
1 July. However, it did not rule out re-introducing mea-

~ Japan has eased its
-{Mﬂ iCOV]D—related travel
7 ¥ NN Badvice for China, India

5% . Eaﬂd 32 other countries,
& . e=changing it fiom “do
= Mo 'not make non-urgent
trips” to “‘travel with caution”.
A fresh wave of COVID-19 cases in France should
peak towards the end of July, according to the govern-
ment’s top scientific advisor. Bhutan will reopen to in-
ternational tourists in September for the first time since
the start of the pandemic. Spain expects tourist arrivals
to hit 90% of pre-pandemic levels this summer.

Macau SAR, China, has begun a new round of
COVID-19 testing for its 600,000 residents, as author-

ities attempt to prevent the spread of cases.

2. Omicron-specific COVID-19 shots could
increase protection

Omicron-specific COVID-19 vaccines can improve
protection when used as a booster, global health reg-
ulators say. The European Medicines Agency (EMA)
says that regulators have agreed on key principles for
updating COVID-19 shots to respond to new variants.
While the existing coronavirus vaccines continue to
provide good protection against hospitalization and
death, the regulators say, vaccine effectiveness has
taken a hit as the virus has evolved. As such, an Omi-
cron-specific or bivalent booster — meaning a vaccine
that includes the new strain and the original coronavi-
rus strain — could “increase and extend’” protection, an

3. Cities in eastern China tighten COVID-19
restrictions

Cities in eastern China have tightened COVID-19
curbs after new cases emerged. Wuxi, a manufactur-
ing hub in the Yangtze Delta on the central coast, has
halted operations at many public venues located un-
derground, including shops and supermarkets. Dine-in
services in restaurants have been suspended and the
government has advised people to work from home.
Si county in Anhui province locked down its 760,000
residents and suspended public traffic as it reported
288 COVID-19 cases on Saturday. And Yiwu, Chi-
na’s export capital for small commodities, has can-
celled flights to Beijing for an unspecified period.
The moves are part of China’s strict approach to tack-
ling COVID-19 outbreaks, but lockdowns have taken
their toll on the country’s economy. (Courtesy https:/
www.weforum.org/)
“A Red Alert For Child Health”
UN: 25 Million Kids Missed Routine Vacci-
nations Because Of COVID

A

Hazel Harris, 4, sits in the arms of her mom,
Heather, after she got her COVID-19 vacci-
nation at Children’s Hospital New Orleans,

Tuesday, June 21, 2022. Children under five
can now receive the vaccination. (Photo/Chris
Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orle-
ans Advocate via AP)
GENEVA — About 25 million children worldwide
have missed out on routine immunizations against
common diseases like diptheria, largely because the
coronavirus pandemic disrupted regular health ser-
vices or triggered misinformation about vaccines, ac-
cording to the UN. In a new report published Friday,
the World Health Organization and UNICEF said
their figures show 25 million children last year failed to
get vaccinated against diptheria, tetanus and pertussis,
amarker for childhood immunization coverage, con-
tinuing a downward trend that began in 2019.
“This is a red alert for child health,” said Catherine
Russell, UNICEF’s Executive Director.
“We are witnessing the largest sustained drop in child-
hood immunization in a generation,” she said, adding
that the consequences would be measured in lives lost.
Data showed the vast majority of the children who
failed to get immunized were living in developing
countries, namely Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Nige-
ria and the Philippines. While vaccine coverage fell
in every world region, the worst effects were seen in
FEast Asia and the Pacific. Experts said this “historic
backsliding” in vaccination coverage was especially
disturbing since it was occurring as rates of severe
malnutrition were rising. Malnourished children typi-
cally have weaker immune systems and infections like
measles can often prove fatal to them.
- “The convergence
ﬂof a hunger crisis

eate
ol _ e conditions for
3 S = child survival cri-
S B sis,” the UN. said.
Scientists said low vaccine coverage rates had already
resulted in preventable outbreaks of diseases like mea-
sles and polio. In March 2020, WHO and partners
asked countries to suspend their polio eradication
efforts amid the accelerating COVID-19 pandemic.
There have since been dozens of polio epidemics in
more than 30 countries.
“This is particularly tragic as tremendous progress was
made in the two decades before the COVID pandem-
ic to improve childhood vaccination rates globally,”
said Helen Bedford, a professor of children’s health at
University College London, who was not connected
to the UN. report. She said the news was shocking but
not surprising, noting that immunization services are
frequently an “early casualty” of major social or eco-
nomic disasters.
Dr. David Elliman, a consultant pediatrician at Brit-
ain’s Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, said
it was critical to reverse the declining vaccination trend
among children.
“The effects of what happens in one part of the world
can ripple out to affect the whole globe,” he said in a
statement, noting the rapid spread of COVID-19 and
more recently, monkeypox. “Whether we act on the
basis of ethics or ‘enlightened self interest’, we must
put (children) top of our list of priorities.”” (Courtesy
ocregister.com)
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Threat Of A Vaccine-Proof Variant
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Only ‘A Few Mutations Away?’

— i

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

July 30, 2021 -- CDC Director Rochelle Wal-
ensky, MD, made a dire prediction during a
media briefing this week that, if we weren’t al-
ready living within the reality of the COVID-19
pandemic, would sound more like a pitch for a
movie about a dystopian future.

“For the amount of virus circulating in this
country right now largely among unvaccinated
people, the largest concern that we in public
health and science are worried about is that the
virus...[becomes] a very transmissible virus
that has the potential to evade our vaccines in
terms of how it protects us from severe disease
and death,” Walensky told reporters on Tues-
day. A new, more elusive variant could be “just
a few mutations away,” she said.

“That’s a very prescient comment,” Lewis
Nelson, MD, professor and clinical chair of
emergency medicine and chief of the Division
of Medical Toxicology at Rutgers New Jersey
Medical School in Newark, tells Medscape
Medical News.

“We’ve gone through a few mutations al-
ready that have been named, and each one of
them gets a little more transmissible,” he says.
“That’s normal, natural selection and what you
would expect to happen as viruses mutate from
one strain to another.”

“What we’ve mostly seen this virus do is
evolve to become more infectious,” says Stuart
Ray, MD. “That is the remarkable feature of
Delta— that it is so infectious.”

He says that the SARS-CoV-2 has evolved
largely as expected, at least so far. “The poten-
tial for this virus to mutate has been something
that has been a concern from early on.”

“The viral evolution is a bit like a ticking clock.
The more we allow infections to occur, the
more likely changes will occur. When we have

lots of people infected, we give more chanc-
es to the virus to diversify and then adapt to
selective pressures,” says Ray, vice-chair of
medicine for data integrity and analytics and
professor in the Division of Infectious Dis-
eases at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
in Baltimore, Maryland.

“The problem is if the virus changes in such
a way that the spike protein — which the
antibodies from the vaccine are directed
against — are no longer effective at bind-
ing and destroying the virus, and the virus
escapes immune surveillance,” Nelson says.
If this occurs, he says, “we will have an in-
effective vaccine, essentially. And we’ll be
back to where we were last March with a
brand-new disease.”

Technology to the Rescue?

The flexibility of mRNA vaccines is one
potential solution. These vaccines could be
more easily and quickly adapted to respond
to a new, more vaccine-elusive variant.
“That’s absolutely reassuring,” Nelson says.
For example, if a mutation changes the
spike protein and vaccines no longer rec-
ognize it, a manufacturer could identify the
new protein and incorporate that in a new
mRNA vaccine.

“The problem is that some people are not

taking the current vaccine,” he adds. “I’m not
sure what is going to make them take the next
vaccine.”

Nothing Appears Certain

When asked how likely a new strain of
SARS-CoV-2 could emerge that gets around
vaccine protection, Nelson says, “I think
[what] we’ve learned so far there is no way to
predict anything” about this pandemic.

“The best way to prevent the virus from mu-
tating is to prevent hosts, people, from getting
sick with it,” he says. “That’s why it’s so
important people should get immunized and
wear masks.”

Both Nelson and Ray point out that it is in
the best interest of the virus to evolve to be
more transmissible and spread to more peo-
ple. In contrast, a virus that causes people to
get so sick that they isolate or die, thus halting
transmission, works against viruses surviving
evolutionarily.

Some viruses also mutate to become milder
over time, but that has not been the case with
SARS-CoV-2, Ray says.

Mutations Not the Only Concern

Viruses have another mechanism that pro-
duces new strains, and it works even more
quickly than mutations. Recombination, as
it’s known, can occur when a person is in-
fected with two different strains of the same
virus. If the two versions enter the same cell,
the viruses can swap genetic material and
produce a third, altogether different strain.
Recombination has already been seen with
influenza strains, where H and N genetic seg-
ments are swapped to yield HIN1, HIN2,
and H3N2 versions of the flu, for example.
“In the early days of SARS-CoV-2 there was
so little diversity that recombination did not
matter,” Ray says. However, there are now
distinct lineages of the virus circulating glob-
ally. If two of these lineages swap segments
“this would make a very new viral sequence
in one step without having to mutate to gain
those differences.”

“The more diverse the strains that are circu-
lating, the bigger a possibility this is,” Ray

Protected, for Now
Walensky’s sober warning came at the same
time the CDC released new guidance calling
for the wearing of masks indoors in schools
and in any location in the country where
COVID-19 cases surpass 50 people per
100,000, also known as substantial or high
transmission areas.
On a positive note, Walensky says: “Right
now, fortunately, we are not there. The vac-
cines operate really well in protecting us from
severe disease and death.” (Courtesy web-
smd.com)
Related
Is The Lambda Variant Vaccine Resistant?
KEY POINTS
Japanese researchers
found the lambda variant
could be resistant to COVID-19 vaccines
Three mutations in the lambda variant’s
spike protein allow the variant to resist
antibodies
As the delta variant surges across the Unit-
ed States, there is a new COVID-19 variant
that is just as transmissible, but could also be
more resistant to vaccines. The lambda vari-
ant, first detected in Peru in August 2020 and
spreading through South America, made its
way to the U.S. for the first time on July 22 in
a Houston hospital.
There are 1,053 cases of the lambda variant in
the U.S. since the first case was detected, ac-
cording to GISAID, an initiative dedicated to
promoting COVID-19 data through genomic
sequencing. The U.S. ranks second in cases
behind Chile, and 41 countries have reported
atleast 1 lambda case.
The threat of lambda comes as the delta vari-
ant is the dominant variant of COVID-19 in
the U.S. — it now accounts for 93% of cases,
up from the previous rate of 83%, according
to data from the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention.

Houston Methodist Hospital, which oper-
ates eight hospitals in its network, said the
first lambda case was confirmed last week.
Here’s what we know about the lambda vari-
ant so far.

Japanese researchers at the University of To-
kyo posted a lambda variant study that shows
it is highly infectious and more resistant to
COVID-19 vaccines. This study posted on
July 28 on bioRxiv, a database for unpub-

lished preprinted studies, has not been peer
reviewed or published.

The study shows three mutations in the
lambda variant’s spike protein — RSYLT-
PGD246-253N, 260 1L452Q and F490S
— which allow for the variant to resist vac-
cine-induced neutralizing antibodies. Two
other mutations — T76I and 1L452Q — are
responsible for making lambda highly infec-
tious.Spike protein is the part of the virus that
helps it penetrate cells in the human body —
which is what vaccines target.

How does the lambda variant compare to
delta?

The lambda variant isn’t showing signs to
spark concern about it becoming the domi-
nant strain of COVID-19 in the United States
like delta, said Dr. Abhijit Duggal, a staff
ICU physician and director for critical care
research for the medical ICU at the Cleveland
Clinic. Since the lambda variant was first de-
tected in Peru, it hasn’t spread globally at the
same pace as the delta variant. It has, how-
ever, become widespread in South America,
but this could be due to the “founder effect,”
according to Dr. S. Wesley Long, medical
director of diagnostic biology at Houston
Methodist, where the case was identified in
the U.S. The founder effect means the vari-
ant first took hold in a densely populated and
geographically restricted area, making it the
primary variant over time.

How concerned should you be about the
lambda variant?

On June 14, the World Health Organization
flagged the lambda variant as a “variant of in-
terest” versus a “variant of concern.” A vari-
ant of interest depends on evidence about a
unique outbreak cluster or limited expansion
in the U.S. or other countries, according to
the CDC. A variant of concern shows wide-
spread evidence of treatments, vaccines and
transmissibility.

The University of Tokyo study said, “Be-
cause the Lambda variant is a (variant of
interest), it might be considered that this vari-
ant is not an ongoing threat compared to the
pandemic (variants of concern). However,
because the Lambda variant is relatively re-
sistant to the vaccine-induced (antibodies), it
might be possible that this variant is feasible
to cause breakthrough infection.” (Courtesy
https://www.tennessean.com/news/)
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