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Biden student loan forgiveness impacts 
millions, raises inflation questions
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WASHINGTON, Aug 24 (Reuters) - President Joe 
Biden said on Wednesday the U.S. government 
will forgive $10,000 in student loans for many 
debt-saddled college graduates, a move that could 
boost support for his fellow Democrats in the 
November congressional elections but also may 
fuel inflation.

Canceling the debt will free up hundreds of 
billions of dollars for new consumer spending 
that could be aimed at homebuying, according to 
economists who said this would add a new wrin-
kle to the country’s inflation fight.

“Earning a college degree or certificate should 
give every person in America a leg up in securing 
a bright future. But for too many people, student 
loan debt has hindered their ability to achieve 
their dreams - including buying a home, starting a 
business or providing for their family,” Education 
Secretary Miguel Cardona said in a statement.

The White House said the country’s “skyrocketing 
cumulative federal student loan debt - $1.6 trillion 
and rising for more than 45 million borrowers - is 
a significant burden on America’s middle class.”

If your child is 9 to 12 years old, ask their doctor 
about the HPV vaccine.
Learn how.

Biden was expected to speak on the matter on 
Wednesday at the White House.

Many Democrats had pushed for Biden to forgive 
as much as $50,000 per borrower, but cheered his 
action.

Republicans, seeking to regain control of Con-
gress in November,oppose the move, arguing it 
is unfair because it will disproportionately help 
people earning higher incomes.

“President Biden’s student loan socialism is a slap 
in the face to every family who sacrificed to save 
for college, every graduate who paid their debt, 
and every American who chose a certain career 
path or volunteered to serve in our Armed Forces 
in order to avoid taking on debt,” Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell said Wednesday.

U.S. consumers carry a massive $1.75 trillion in 
student loan debt, most of it held by the federal 
government, the result of university tuition fees 
substantially higher than in most other rich coun-
tries.

PANDEMIC PAUSE, PELL GRANTS
Biden’s administration will extend a COVID-19 
pandemic-linked pause on student loan repayment 
to the end of the year, while forgiving $10,000 
in student debt for borrowers whose income falls 

below $125,000 a year, or $250,000 for a married 
couple, the White House said. The forgiveness 
could impact 8 million borrowers automatically, the 
Department of Education said, while others would 
need to apply for forgiveness.

The government is also forgiving up to $20,000 
in debt for recipients of federal Pell Grants, some 
6 million students from low-income families, and 
is proposing a new rule that protects some income 
from repayment plans and forgives some loan 
balances after 10 years of repayment, the Education 
Department said.

Cutting $10,000 in federal debt for every student 
would amount to $321 billion of federal student 
loans and eliminate the entire balance for 11.8 
million borrowers, or 31% of them, a New York 
Federal Reserve study shows.

Borrower balances have been frozen since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, with no pay-
ments required on most federal student loans since 
March 2020.

INFLATION IMPACT
A senior Biden administration official told reporters 
the student loan forgiveness plan could benefit up 
to 43 million student borrowers, completely cancel-

ing the debt for some 20 million.

But after Dec. 31, the government will resume requir-
ing payment on remaining student loans that were 
paused during the COVID 19 pandemic. The official 
said this move would offset any inflationary effects of 
the forgiveness. Payment resumptions could even have 
a dampening effect on prices, the official said.

The White House view contrasts with that of for-
mer Treasury secretary Larry Summers, who said on 
Twitterthat debt relief “raises demand and increases 
inflation. It consumes resources that could be better 
used helping those who did not, for whatever reason, 
have the chance to attend college. It will also tend to be 
inflationary by raising tuitions.”

Moody’s analytics chief economist Mark Zandi sid-
ed with the White House, saying the resumption of 
billions of dollars per month in student loan payments 
“will restrain growth and is disinflationary.”
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Editor’s Choice

People rest inside a stadium after sustaining water damage to their houses 
during floods in Al-Managil locality in Jazeera State, Sudan. REUTERS/Mo-
hamed Nureldin Abdallah

Members of the media jostle for space as Angola’s President and leader of the People’s Move-
ment for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) ruling party, Joao Lourenco, casts his vote in the 
general election in the capital Luanda, Angola. REUTERS/Siphiwe Sibeko

Lightnings flash over Tirana, Albania. REUTERS/Florion Goga

Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskiy and his 
wife Olena lay flowers to 
the Memory Wall of Fall-
en Defenders of Ukraine, 
amid Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, during marking 
the Independence Day in 
Kyiv, Ukraine.  Ukrainian 
Presidential Press Ser-
vice/via REUTERS

Brazil’s President Jair Bol-
sonaro attends a ceremony 
to receive the heart of 
Portuguese monarch Dom 
Pedro I, who declared Bra-
zil’s independence from 
Portugal 200 years ago 
and was named Emperor 
of Brazil, at the Planalto 
Palace, in Brasilia, Brazil. 
REUTERS/Adriano Mach-
ado

An Afghan girl reads a book in-
side her home in Kabul, Afghani-
stan. REUTERS/Ali Khara

Dr. Anthony Fauci
announced today that he
will be leaving government
service by the end of this
year. He has advised
seven presidents and
spent one-half of a century
at the National Institutes of
Health (NIH).

Fauci, 81, said that he is
not retiring in the classic
sense, but would devote
himself to traveling, writing
and encouraging young
people to enter

government service.

In a statement,
President Biden
thanked Dr. Fauci
who he called, “A
dedicated public
servant and a steady
hand with wisdom
and insight. Because
of Dr. Fauci’s many
contributions to public
health, lives here in
the United States and
around the world
have been saved.”

Some Republican
congressmen said that if
they win control of
Congress in November,
they would examine Fauci
’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic,
citing findings that the NIH
funded a virology institute
in Wuhan, China, where
the novel coronavirus
emerged in late 2019.

Dr. Fauci was best known
for his work on HIV/AIDS
prior to the coronavirus
pandemic. All of us need
to remember that Dr.
Anthony Fauci has been a
great public servant.

0808//2323//20222022

Dr. Fauci Looking ForDr. Fauci Looking For
The Next ChapterThe Next Chapter
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The Biden administration is declaring a public health 
emergency for the monkeypox outbreak in the Unit-
ed States, which now counts more infections from 
the virus than any other country in the world. Health 
and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra an-
nounced the decision at a briefing with top public 
health officials Thursday.
“This public health emergency will allow us to 
explore additional strategies to get vaccines and 
treatments more quickly out to the impacted com-
munities. And it will allow us to get more data from 
jurisdictions so we can effectively track and attack 
this outbreak,” Robert Fenton, the newly appointed 
White House national monkeypox response coordi-
nator, said at the briefing.
Over the last decade, nationwide emergency decla-
rations like this have previously been made only for 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the opioid crisis, and the 
Zika virus outbreak in 2017. As it did for COVID-19, 
official said the move by Becerra to declare an emer-
gency could unlock a broad swath of flexibilities in 
funding and regulations to respond to the spread of 
monkeypox.

The public health emergency declaration could pave 
the way for the CDC to deploy more staff to respond 
to the outbreak, officials said, as well as to compel 
hospitals to share more data to track monkeypox pa-
tients. It could also help clear the way for resources to 
scale up vaccinations.  Since last week, the adminis-
tration says it has distributed another 266,000 doses 
of the Jynneos monkeypox vaccine to states and 
territories that have ordered doses. Another 150,000 
doses initially slated for delivery from vaccine maker 
Bavarian Nordic in October have been moved up to 
September.                                                                                                                            

Federal health officials also told reporters that they 
were weighing a separate move that would allow 
the Food and Drug Administration emergency use 
authorizations that could ease access to treatments 
and vaccines for the monkeypox outbreak.  One such 
authorization, first floated by a National Institutes of 
Health official earlier this week at a meeting with the 
World Health Organization, could allow for vacci-
nators to quintuple their supply by injecting smaller 
“intradermal” doses into the skin, instead of the “sub-
cutaneous” method currently approved for Jynneos.
“We’re feeling very good about the intradermal ap-
proach and probably, within the next few days, short 
period of time, we’ll make a final decision about it,” 
said FDA Commissioner Dr. Robert Califf. 

Federal health authorities also have on hand millions 
of long-expired doses of Jynneos stockpiled years 
ago, which are now being tested by Bavarian Nor-
dic. If found to be viable — which a spokesperson 
acknowledged to CBS News earlier this month was 
“highly unlikely” — the doses could be cleared un-
der an emergency use authorization for use. Officials 
have said for weeks that they were mulling the move 
as the number of cases have swelled and demand for 
shots has far exceeded supply around the country. 
The move comes as a growing number of jurisdic-
tions, including several states and cities, as well as the 
World Health Organization have all deemed the out-
break an emergency. This week, President Biden also 
tapped officials from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the CDC to helm the country’s 
monkeypox response from the White House.
On Wednesday, the CDC said it had tallied at least 
6,617 infections across the country. All but two states 
— Montana and Wyoming — have reported spot-
ting at least one infection. 
“We do expect cases will continue to rise, as we’ve 
had more access to testing, people had more access to 
testing, before they go down again,” CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky said. 

The majority of in-
fections are still be-
lieved to be spreading 
through close intimate 
contact among men 
who have sex with 
men. While no deaths 

have been reported, patients often endure at-times ex-

cruciatingly painful rashes and lesions that can last for 
weeks. The CDC currently estimates that between 
1.6 and 1.7 million Americans are in the groups cur-
rently being prioritized for vaccine: people who are 
living with HIV, who are men who have sex with 
men, and others who are at high risk for HIV. Doctors 
have also responded to a handful of infections in other 
groups who are at higher risk of severe disease, like 
pregnant women and young children. 
Beyond freeing up additional levers in the federal 
bureaucracy to respond to the outbreak, officials said 
they hoped the declaration would raise awareness 
around the growing outbreak. 
“This is a very clear statement of the value of the lives 
of people who are in the LGBTQ community,” said 
Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, the White House’s deputy 
coordinator on the monkeypox response. 

Only around 10% of nation’s monkeypox testing 
capacity is being used up right now, which works 
out to about 8,000 swabs from monkeypox cases per 
week. Officials say they expect the number of people 
with suspected monkeypox symptoms seeking out 
diagnoses, as well as doctors moving to test for the 
disease, will climb in the wake of the declaration. 
“I think along with moving forward and accelerating 
some of the work we’re doing, I think it also rep-
resents an important commitment by the administra-
tion to the community,” said Daskalakis. (Courtesy 
cbsnews.com)
Related

U.S. Monkeypox Cases Surpass 10,000
 As CDC Still Aims For “Containment”
More than 10,000 Americans have now tested pos-
itive in the monkeypox outbreak across the U.S., 
according to figures published late Wednesday by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as 
federal health officials say they are still racing to con-
tain the virus.
Cases have been reported in every state but Wyo-
ming while 15 states and the District of Columbia 
have reported more than a hundred cases. The largest 
numbers are in New York, California and Florida. No 
U.S. deaths have so far been reported, out of the 12 
monkeypox fatalities the World Health Organization 
has tallied so far this year. 
Health officials say the virus is mostly spreading 
through close interactions between men who have 
sex with men, either through direct skin-to-skin con-
tact or shared linens like towels and bedding.  How-
ever, the CDC has tallied at least 50 cases in people 
who were female at birth, including at least one preg-
nant woman. A handful of suspected infections have 
also been spotted in young children, although health 
authorities recently said some may have actually 
been false positives.  

Activists protest to demand an increase in monkey-
pox vaccines and treatments, in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, on Aug. 8, 2022. GETTY IMAGES
Federal health authorities have warned for weeks that 
they expected the U.S. outbreak to accelerate through 
August, especially as availability of testing ramped 
up, following the course of some other European 
countries that saw cases swell earlier in the year.  The 
U.S. has reported the most infections of any country 
in the world since late July. The American sum of 
cases is now roughly double the size of Spain, the Eu-
ropean nation that had previously reported the most 
cases ahead of Germany and the United Kingdom.
The pace of new cases now appears to be slowing 
in some countries abroad. When measured relative to 
the size of each nation’s population, the CDC’s tally 
is still smaller than in those European nations, though 
the accelerating U.S. outbreak now appears on pace 
to eclipse those rates too.  For states with more than 
25 cases, CDC officials recently estimated that the 
pace of new monkeypox infections is doubling every 
8.6 days on average. 
On Wednesday, 1,391 new cases were reported 
nationwide to the CDC — the largest single-day in-
crease so far. The first known case in the current U.S. 
outbreak was reported in mid-May.

“We are still operating under a containment goal, 
although I know many states are starting to wonder 
if we’re shifting to more of a mitigation phase right 
now, given that our case counts are still rising rapid-
ly,” Jennifer McQuiston, the CDC’s top monkeypox 
official, told a group of the agency’s outside advisers 
on Tuesday.
That effort might get easier over the coming weeks, 
following a move by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion this week to grant emergency use authorization 
to a method of using smaller doses of the Jynneos 
monkeypox vaccine that could effectively multiply 
the U.S. supply of the shots.  By administering these 
smaller doses between the skin’s layers, instead of 
deeper into the arm, authorities say it may be possi-
ble to vaccinate up to five times as many people with 
each vial and still yield a “nearly identical” immune 
response.

However, the CDC has long warned there was limit-
ed data showing how effective the Jynneos vaccine is 
at actually curbing monkeypox disease and transmis-
sion — urging those vaccinated to continue taking 
“steps to protect themselves from infection” during 
the outbreak. 
The agency has previously reported on a handful of 
reports of reported breakthrough infections following 
at least one shot of the two-dose Jynneos vaccine. 
Early data from France, where the vaccine is branded 
as Imvanex, also tallied breakthrough infections.

Local health officials caution it will take time for 
them to ramp up the new “intradermal” approach to 
vaccinations, which relies on different needles and 
procedures than the traditional “subcutaneous” shot. 
“We won’t just sort of say ‘start.’ We will make 
sure people will have updated provider agreements, 
updated training requirements, all of this. And you 
know, our first call with the CDC about this is on 
Friday, just to give you a sense that this is a process. 
It’s not, ‘here’s the EUA, go’,” Dr. Allison Arwady, 
Chicago’s top health official.                                                 
Arwady, who is the vice chair of the Big Cities Health 
Coalition, estimated that around the country it could 
take up to three weeks for local health departments to 
begin the new dose-sparing approach.
Citing limited supply, the CDC currently says it 
does not encourage “mass vaccination for the gen-
eral public or for all sexually active people.” Instead, 
the agency says shots should be prioritized first for 
people with HIV, pregnant and very young people, 
and others who are considered at high risk for severe 
disease. 

But with supply now growing in the wake of the 
FDA’s move, McQuiston said the CDC might soon 
move to expand eligibility for the shots to broader 
groups of people. 
Officials are also weighing use of the older 
ACAM2000 vaccine, despite concerns that it carries 
some more side effects and risks than Jynneos. 
“There are millions of doses of ACAM2000 in the 
system. And some of our modeling here at CDC sug-
gests that it could play an important role in bringing 
this outbreak to a close, if it was used carefully,” said 
McQuiston. (Courtesy /www.cbsnews.com/)
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U.S. Declares Monkeypox Outbreak  
A Major Public Health Emergency
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Key Point
cases in what’s become the largest outbreak 

of monkeypox ever on the Continent, 
according to the German military.                                                                                               

Belgium just introduced a mandatory 21-day 
quarantine for monkeypox patients.

An outbreak of the monkeypox virus in North America and 
Europe is primarily spreading through sex among men with 
about 200 confirmed and suspected cases across at least a doz-
en countries, World Health Organization (WHO) officials said 
on Monday. The outbreak has quickly advanced across Eu-
rope and North America over the last week and is expected to 
be far more widespread as more doctors look for the signs and 
symptoms. Two confirmed and one suspected case of mon-
keypox in the U.K. were reported to the WHO just 10 days 
ago, the first cases this year outside of Africa where the virus 
has generally circulated at low levels over the last 40 years, the 
organization said.
“We’ve seen a few cases in Europe over the last five years, just 
in travelers, but this is the first time we’re seeing cases across 
many countries at the same time in people who have not trav-
eled to the endemic regions in Africa,” Dr. Rosamund Lewis, 
who runs the WHO’s smallpox research, said in a Q&A lives-
treamed on the organization’s social media channels.

European nations have confirmed dozens 
of cases in what’s become the largest out-
break of monkeypox ever on the Conti-
nent, according to the German military. 

The U.S. and Canada each have at least five confirmed or pre-
sumed cases so far. Belgium just introduced a mandatory 21-
day quarantine for monkeypox patients. The WHO convened 
an emergency meeting this weekend via video conference to 
look at the virus, identify those most at risk and study its trans-
mission. The organization will hold a second global meeting 
on monkeypox next week to more thoroughly study the risks 
and treatments available to fight the virus. While the virus it-
self is not a sexually transmitted infection, which are generally 
spread through semen and vaginal fluids, the most recent surge 
in cases appears to have been spread among men who have 
sex with other men, WHO officials said, emphasizing that 
anyone can contract monkeypox.
“Many diseases can be spread through sexual contact. You 
could get a cough or a cold through sexual contact, but it 
doesn’t mean that it’s a sexually transmitted disease,” said 
Andy Seale, who advises the WHO on HIV, hepatitis and oth-
er sexually transmitted infections. The virus is spread through 

close contact with people, animals or material infected with the 
virus. It enters the body through broken skin, the respiratory 
tract, the eyes, nose and mouth. Though human-to-human 
transmission is believed to occur through respiratory droplets 
as well, that method requires prolonged face-to-face contact 
because the droplets cannot travel more than a few feet, ac-
cording to the CDC.

“This is a virus that is super stable out-
side the human host, so it can live on 
objects like blankets and things like 
that,” Dr. Scott Gottlieb told CNBC in 

a separate interview Monday on “Squawk Box.” “And so 
you can see situations where people become reluctant to try on 
clothing, things like that, where it could become disruptive in 
areas where this is spreading, like New York City.”
He said to expect more confirmed cases in the U.S. in the 
coming weeks as doctors and public health officials reevalu-
ate patients who have presented with symptoms and the virus 
continues to spread. Monkeypox is a disease caused by a virus 
in the same family as smallpox but is not as severe, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. However, 
monkeypox can kill as many as 1 in 10 people who contract 
the disease, based on observations in Africa, according to the 
CDC. The vaccine used to prevent smallpox appears to be 
about 85% effective in guarding against monkeypox in obser-
vational research in Africa, WHO officials said. But the vac-
cines aren’t widely available so it’s important to reserve them 
for populations that are most at risk, said Maria Van Kerkhove, 
the WHO’s leading epidemiologist on zoonotic diseases. She 
said the WHO will be teaming up with vaccine makers to see 
if they can ramp up production.

Early symptoms of monkeypox in-
clude a fever, headache, back pain, 
muscle aches and low energy, WHO 
officials said. That then progresses to a 

rash on the face, hands, feet, eyes, mouth or genitals that turns 
into raised bumps, or papules, that then become blisters that 
often resemble chicken pox. Those can then fill with a white 
fluid, becoming a pustule, that breaks and scabs over. Gottli-
eb described it as a disabling disease that can last two to four 
months and has a lengthy 21-day incubation period.
“I don’t think this is going to be uncontrolled spread in the same 
way that we tolerated the Covid-19 epidemic,” Gottlieb said. 
“But there is a possibility now this has gotten into the commu-
nity if in fact it’s more pervasive than what we’re measuring 
right now, that becomes hard to snuff out.” (Courtesy cnbc.
com)
 

Related
Monkeypox Is Not like           

COVID-19 — That Is Good

Spallanzani infectious disease hospital Director Francesco 
Vaia talks to reporters at the end of a news conference Fri-
day in Rome. (Photo/Andrew Medichini/AP)
The recent headlines about a sudden emergence of an unusual 
disease, spreading case by case across countries and continents 
may, for some, evoke memories of early 2020. But monkey-
pox is not like COVID-19 — and in a good way. Health offi-
cials worldwide have turned their attention to a new outbreak 
of monkeypox, a virus normally found in central and west 
Africa that has appeared across Europe and the U.S. in recent 
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But experts say that, while it’s important for public health 
officials to be on the lookout for monkeypox, the virus is ex-
tremely unlikely to spin out into an uncontrolled worldwide 
pandemic in the same way that COVID-19 did.                        
“Let’s just say right off the top that monkeypox and COVID 
are not the same disease,” said Dr. Rosamund Lewis, head of 
Smallpox Secretariat at the World Health Organization, at a 
public Q&A session on Monday.                                                      
For starters, monkeypox spreads much less easily than 
COVID-19. Scientists have been studying monkeypox since 
it was first discovered in humans more than 50 years ago. And 
its similarities to smallpox mean it can be combated in many of 
the same ways. As a result, scientists are already familiar with 
how monkeypox spreads, how it presents, and how to treat 
and contain it — giving health authorities a much bigger head 
start on containing it.

Scientists already know 
how it spreads, and it’s 
different than COVID
Monkeypox typically requires 
very close contact to spread — 

most often skin-to-skin contact, or prolonged physical contact 
with clothes or bedding that was used by an infected person. 
By contrast, COVID-19 spreads quickly and easily. Coro-
navirus can spread simply by talking with another person, or 
sharing a room, or in rare cases, being inside a room that an 
infected person had previously been in.
“Transmission is really happening from close physical contact, 
skin-to-skin contact. It’s quite different from COVID in that 
sense,” said Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, an infectious disease 
epidemiologist with the WHO. The classic symptom of mon-
keypox is a rash that often begins on the face, then spreads to a 
person’s limbs or other parts of the body.
“The incubation from time of exposure to appearance of le-
sions is anywhere between five days to about 21 days, so can 
be quite long,” said Dr. Boghuma Kabisen Titanji, an infec-
tious disease physician and virologist at Emory University in 
Atlanta. The current outbreak has seen some different patterns, 
experts say — particularly, that the rash begins in the genital 
area first, and may not spread across the body. Either way, ex-
perts say, it is typically through physical contact of that rash that 
the virus spreads. 

“It’s not a situation where if 
you’re passing someone in the 
grocery store, they’re going to 
be at risk for monkeypox,” 
said Dr. Jennifer McQuiston of 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in a briefing 
Monday.                                      
The people most likely to be at risk are close personal contacts 
of an infected person, such as household members or health 
care workers who may have treated them, she said. With this 
version of virus, people generally recover in two to four weeks, 
scientists find, and the death rate is less than 1%.
Monkeypox is less contagious than COVID-19
One factor that helped COVID-19 spread rapidly across the 
globe was the fact that it is very contagious. That’s even more 
true of the variants that have emerged in the past year. Epidemi-
ologists point to a disease’s R0 value — the average number 
of people you’d expect an infected person to pass the disease 
along to. For a disease outbreak to grow, the R0 must be high-
er than 1. For the original version of COVID-19, the number 
was somewhere between 2 and 3. For the omicron variant, that 
number is about 8, a recent study found.                            
Although the recent spread of monkeypox cases is alarming, 
the virus is far less contagious than COVID-19, according to 
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“Most estimates from earlier 
outbreaks have had an R0 of 
less than one. With that, you 
can have clusters of cases, even 
outbreaks, but they will even-
tually die out on their own,” 

they said. “It could spread between humans, but not very ef-
ficiently in a way that could sustain itself onward without con-
stantly being reintroduced from animal populations.”
That’s a big reason that public health authorities, including the 
WHO, are expressing confidence that cases of monkeypox 
will not suddenly skyrocket. “This is a containable situation,” 
Van Kerkhove said Monday at the public session.
Because monkeypox is closely related to smallpox, 
there are already vaccines
Monkeypox and smallpox are both members of the Orthopox 
family of viruses. Smallpox, which once killed millions of peo-
ple every year, was eradicated in 1980 by a successful world-
wide campaign of vaccines. The smallpox vaccine is about 
85% effective against monkeypox, the WHO says, although 
that effectiveness wanes over time.                                                           
“These viruses are closely related to each other, and now we 
have the benefit of all those years of research and diagnostics 
and treatments and in vaccines that will be brought to bear 
upon the situation now,” said Lewis of the WHO.                                 
Some countries, including the U.S., have held smallpox 
vaccines in strategic reserve in case the virus ever reemerged. 
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The FDA has two vaccines already approved for use against 
smallpox.
One, a two-dose vaccine called Jynneos, is also approved for 
use against monkeypox. About a thousand doses are available 
in the Strategic National Stockpile, the CDC says, and the 
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“We have already worked to secure sufficient supply of effec-
tive treatments and vaccines to prevent those exposed from 
contracting monkeypox and treating people who’ve been 
affected,” said Dr. Raj Panjabi of the White House pandemic 
office, in an interview with NPR.

Related
Monkeypox likely isn’t much of a threat 

This 2003 electron microscope image made available by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows 
mature, oval-shaped monkeypox virus particles, left, and 
spherical immature particles, right.
Cynthia S. Goldsmith, Russell Regner/CDC via AP
The risk posed to the U.S. general public from ongoing out-
breaks of monkeypox cases reported in Europe, the U.K. and 
Canada is low, a White House official told Morning Edition on 
Monday.  Dr. Raj Panjabi, Senior Director for Global Health 
Security and Biodefense at the National Security Council, says 
the fewer than 10 cases seen in the United States so far have not 
been severe — “flu-like symptoms and a rash which can be 
painful but resolves in two to four weeks” — and aren’t likely 
to get much worse                                                                                                
“Historically in countries with weaker health care systems less 
than 1% of patients have died from this milder strain,” Panjabi 
said. “We have access to vaccines and even treatments here in 
the U.S., and so the risk we believe is substantially lower.”
In dozens of cases from other U.S. outbreaks over the past 20 
years, all patients fully recovered, he said.
So far in the U.S., one case of monkeypox has been 
confirmed in Massachusetts. A few more are suspect-
ed in New York, Florida and Utah, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The cases 
all involve people who have recently travelled abroad.                                                                                                                                          
“We’re in the early days of this response,” said Capt. Jennifer 
McQuiston, deputy director of the CDC’s division of high 
consequence pathogens and pathology, at a briefing. “It’s likely 
that there are going to be additional cases reported in the United 
States.”

The virus usually spreads from person to person through 
sustained, skin-to-skin contact with someone with rashes or 
lesions.
“What we’re talking about here is close contact. It’s not a sit-
uation where if you’re passing someone in the grocery store, 
they’re going to be at risk for monkeypox,” McQuiston said.
And while anyone can contract or spread the virus, health offi-
cials say many of the people affected identify as gay or bisexual 
men.
“Monkeypox appears to be circulating globally in parts of the 
gay community,” says Dr. John Brooks, medical epidemiolo-
gist with the CDC’s division of HIV prevention.
In the recent cases, Brooks says the rash “is showing up in dif-
ferent parts of the body than we’d typically expect to see it,” in 
some cases in the genital area. He wants health care providers 
to be aware that people coming in for a sexually transmitted 
disease evaluation may need to be checked for monkeypox, if 
there’s been an exposure. (Courtesy npr.org)
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