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 Federal and local officials are scrambling to locate 
close to a dozen unaccompanied migrant children, 
after Houston police raised concerns about dozens 
of migrant children reported missing in the Texas 
city since last year, according to U.S. government 
officials and related emails reviewed by Reuters.

The cases underscore the challenges for U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration as it faces a record 
number of unaccompanied kids arriving at the 
southwest border it must safely and quickly release 
to sponsors in the United States.

Earlier this summer, a Houston police detective 
alerted the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) after discovering what looked like 
a pattern of migrant kids missing from the homes of 
their U.S. sponsors, according to an HHS official, 
who declined to be identified.

HHS is the federal agency that oversees the custody 
and release of children after they have crossed the 
U.S.-Mexico border without a parent or legal guard-
ian.

In August, in a rare step, the HHS refugee office 
implemented an emergency supervisory review 
of releases of unaccompanied kids to non-parent 
sponsors in the Houston area, according to the HHS 
official and an internal email seen by Reuters.

The agency found that since late last year, 57 unac-
companied migrant kids had been reported missing 
in Houston, the HHS official, and two additional 
sources familiar with the situation, said. Included in 
the count were nine kids who ran away from HHS 
shelters in the Houston area, the official said.

As of Aug. 26, 46 of them had been confirmed safe, 
the official said. So far authorities say they have 
found no evidence of sex or labor trafficking.

Some of the missing kids who have been located are 
now 18 or older. A handful left the homes of rela-
tives acting as sponsors to join parents who were in 
the United States, the official said, adding that the 
number of cases being reviewed is small compared 
to the volume of overall releases to the area.

Harris County, Texas, where Houston is located, is 
the No.1 destination for releases of unaccompanied 
minors, with more than 6,300 released between 
October 2021, when this fiscal year began, through 
June 2022.

More than 200,000 non-Mexican minors - who 
cannot be quickly turned around at the border – have 
been caught crossing alone since Biden took office in 
January 2021.

Early in Biden’s presidency, the rise in unaccompa-
nied minors overwhelmed Border Patrol stations, 
leaving children stuck in crowded conditions beyond 

a legal limit of 72 hours.

Biden officials took steps to expand emergency shelters 
and streamline the release of children to sponsors – 
usually parents or relatives – in the United States, while 
at the same time seeking to ensure they are not sent to 
homes where they could face danger or mistreatment.

In some cases – about 15% of all releases in the 2022 
fiscal year so far – kids are released to more distant rela-
tives or unrelated adults who have been vetted, according 
to HHS data.

(For a chart on historical releases of unaccompanied 
minors see: https://tmsnrt.rs/3RmX0Ms)

An official with the HHS inspector general’s office had 
never seen this scale of unaccompanied children report-
ed missing in one area, but said it was not clear if the 
trend was new or just recently uncovered by the Houston 
Police Department.

The city’s police department said it was “currently 
conducting investigations into reports of missing, unac-
companied juveniles” but declined to answer additional 
questions.

WATCHING FOR RED FLAGS
Mario Bruzzone, a senior policy adviser at the Women’s 
Refugee Commission, which advocates for unaccompa-
nied children, said in some cases, sponsor relationships 
can break down after a honeymoon period following 
reunification.

Kids may have conflicts and run away due to trau-
ma experienced in home countries or en route to 
the United States, he said. Runaways tend to be “an 
unfortunate part of this world of child welfare work,” 
he said.

“There’s a real tension here in terms of how we do 
releases,” Bruzzone said. “For child welfare reasons, 
we want to make sure that they can get to homes as 
fast as possible, while we’re also doing the screening 
necessary to ensure that the homes they are going to 
are safe and stable.”

During the review of Houston area cases, HHS 
discovered dozens of children had been released to 
similar addresses, which can be a red flag for possible 
trafficking, according to the HHS official and another 
source. The HHS official said the agency determined 
the addresses were in apartment complexes where 
many immigrant families live and not a significant 
cause for concern.

The official said that around 60 cases for release had 
been subject to additional review and of those 53 had 
been cleared for release as of Aug. 26.

Last year, releases from HHS custody were halted in 
and around the southern Alabama town of Enterprise. 
An HHS probe at the time focused on whether minors 
were falling victim to traffickers exploiting them for 
labor, three sources familiar with the investigations 
said.

While 
inves-
tiga-
tors 
dis-
cov-
ered 
no 
evi-
dence 
of 
child 
traf-
fick-
ing, 
they 
found 

“exploitative” working conditions for some migrants 
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BEIJING, July 29 (Reuters) - China will use effective investment to help 
the economy recover and will not resort to flood-like stimulus, state 
media said on Friday, following a cabinet meeting chaired by Premier Li 
Keqiang.

The world’s second-largest economy narrowly avoided contraction in 
the second quarter due to widespread pandemic lockdowns. Analysts 
said Beijing’s full-year growth target of around 5.5% had been looking 
increasingly unattainable under Beijing’s strict zero-COVID policy.

To spur demand, China urged local governments to speed up the use 
of special bonds for infrastructure that are mature and profitable, but 
such bonds should not be used for land reserves or to make up the gap 
between local fiscal revenue and expenditure, state media said.

To spur consumption, China will extend an exemption on purchase tax 
on “new energy” vehicles, following a cut to the car purchase tax.

China “will promote consumption to be the major economic driver 
continuously,” state media reported.

As shoppers tighten their belts, policymakers have found it harder to 
revive retail consumption this year – a sector that contributes more than 
half to the economy and a major source of employment.

In the first half of this year, retail sales dropped 0.7% from a year earlier 
as many consumers were confined at home amid strict anti-virus mea-
sures.

The economy is in the “critical window” of stabilisation and recovery, 
and the third quarter is “vital”, according to a Wednesday meeting of the 
country’s top economic planner.

“(We should) seize the time window of the peak season for construction 
in the third quarter, improve work efficiency” and “help create jobs for 
local people nearby as much as possible,” said a Friday statement of the 
meeting by the National Development and Reform Commission.

China to use effective investment, not flood-like 
stimulus, to boost economy, state media report

Customers dine at a restaurant in a shopping area in Beijing, China July 25, 2022. REU-
TERS/Tingshu Wang/File Photo

Editor’s Choice

Ethiopia’s Werkuha Getachew celebrates winning the women’s 3000m stee-
plechase at Diamond League, Monaco. REUTERS/Eric Gaillard

A redacted FBI photograph of documents and classified cover sheets recovered from a container 
stored in former U.S. President Donald Trump’s Florida estate, and which was included in a 
U.S. Department of Justice filing released August 30.  U.S. Department of Justice/via REU-
TERS

Counter-protesters clash with local police after a confrontation with Straight Pride Parade 
attendees at a rally outside a Planned Parenthood office in Modesto, California, August 27. 
REUTERS/Carlos Barria

Supporters of Iraqi populist 
leader Moqtada al-Sadr swim as 
they protest inside the Repub-
lican Palace in the Green Zone, 
in Baghdad, Iraq, August 29. 
REUTERS/Alaa Al-Marjani

People compete in the 
annual football match in 
the River Windrush in 
Bourton-on-the-Water, 
Gloucestershire, Britain, 
August 29. REUTERS/Lee 
Smith

Local children Salsa, 7, and Ris-
ka, 8, run over a wooden bridge 
as they play at a slum area in the 
north coast of Jakarta, Indonesia, 
August 25. REUTERS/Willy 
Kurniawan
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Key Points
How many people are there in the world? How 
many die each year, and how many babies are born?  
These are key questions that we need to understand 
the world around us. The global population dataset 
is one of our most important at Our World in Data: it 
underpins nearly every topic we cover.
The UN releases an update of its World Population 
Prospects every two years. Its latest release was due 
in 2021 but was delayed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. But, today – on World Population Day 
– the long-awaited dataset has been released. The 
following article highlights some of the key findings 
of the twenty-seventh publication of the ‘World Pop-
ulation Prospects’.

Overview

July 11, 2022  
Department of Economic and Social Affairs Pop-
ulation Division                              
World Population Prospects 2022
The 2022 Revision of World Population Prospects is 
the twenty-seventh edition of official United Nations 
population estimates and projections that have been 
prepared by the Population Division of the Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat. It presents population estimates 
from 1950 to the present for 237 countries or areas, 
underpinned by analyses of historical demographic 
trends. This latest assessment considers the results of 
1,758 national population censuses conducted be-
tween 1950 and 2022, as well as information from 
vital registration systems and from 2,890 nationally 
representative sample surveys The 2022 revision also 
presents population projections to the year 2100 that 
reflect a range of plausible outcomes at the global, re-
gional and national levels.

By Hannah Ritchie, Edouard Mathieu, Lucas 
Rodés-Guirao and Marcel Gerber

#1. The World Population Will Pass 
8 Billion At The End Of 2022

Since 1975 the world has been adding another billion 
people every 12 years. 
It passed its last milestone – 7 billion in 2011. And, by 
the end of 2022, it will pass another one: there will be 
8 billion people in the world.
While this rate of absolute growth is similar to previous 
decades, the growth rate continues to fall. Since 2019, 
the global population growth rate has fallen below 1%. 

That’s less than half its peak rate of growth – of 2.3% 
– in the 1960s.
As global fertility rates continue to fall (see below), this 
rate will continue to fall.
#2. The UN Estimates Around 15 Million Excess 
Deaths In 2020 And 2021 From The COVID-19 

Pandemic
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has had a 
significant impact on global population and migration 
trends. 
We know that the confirmed death toll from 
COVID-19 is likely to significantly underestimate 
the true number of deaths because of limited testing. 
One way to get a better estimate of the total mortality 
impact of the pandemic is to look at excess mortality 
data. We can look at the total number of deaths and 
compare this to the number we expect to occur in a 
non-pandemic year.
In its latest population dataset, the UN estimates 
that in 2020, there were approximately 5 million 
excess deaths. In 2021, this figure was 10 million. 
This estimate of 15 million excess deaths over 2020 
and 2021 is in line with estimates from other orga-
nizations. The Economist put its central estimate of 
excess deaths at 17.6 million. The World Health Orga-
nization, which is a UN organization, estimated 14.9 
million excess deaths.
These death figures are highly uncertain. But what’s 
clear is that the number of confirmed deaths – which 
was just 5.4 million by the end of 2021 – captures just 
a fraction of the true impact of the pandemic.

#3. The Global Population Is Projected To                          
Peak At Around 10.4 Billion In 2086

The world population has increased rapidly over the 
last century.  When will it come to an end? Previous 
versions of the UN World Population Prospects 
showed a significant slowdown in population growth, 
with very slow growth – almost reaching a plateau 
– by the end of the century. In its previous release, it 
projected that the world population would be around 
10.88 billion in 2100, and would not yet have peaked.
In this new release, the UN projects that the global 
population will peak before the end of the century 
– in 2086 at just over 10.4 billion people.1
There are several reasons for this earlier, and lower, 
peak. One is that the UN expects fertility rates to fall 
more quickly in low-income countries compared to 
previous revisions. It also expects less of a ‘rebound’ 
in fertility rates across high-income countries in the 
second half of the century.

#4. The Global Fertility Rate Has Continued                               
To Decline To 2.3 Births Per Woman

A key determinant of the global population rate is the 
average number of children that women have over 
their lifetime – the ‘fertility rate’.
Fertility rates have fallen rapidly across the world in re-
cent decades. In 1950, the average woman gave birth 
around 5 times. Since then, fertility rates have more 
than halved. In 2021, this global figure was 2.3 births 
per woman.

If you switch to the map tab in the interactive chart you 
see that most people in the world now live in countries 
where fertility rates are at – or below – the ‘replace-
ment level’. This is the level at which populations 
would stabilize or shrink over the long-term. The UN 
reports that two-thirds of people live in countries where 
the fertility rate is below 2.1 births per woman. In some 
high-income countries such as South Korea, Japan, 
Spain, or Italy, it is as low as 1.3 births per woman.

#5. Next Year India Is Expected To Take Over 
From  China As The World’s Most Populous 

Country
China has been the world’s most populous country 
for decades. It is now home to more than 1.4 billion 
people. However, its population growth rate has fallen 

significantly following a rapid drop in its fertility rate 
over the 1970s and 80s.
The fertility rate in India has also fallen substantially in 
recent decades – from 5.7 births per woman in 1950 to 
just 2 births per woman today. However, the rate of this 
decline has been slower.
Because of this, India will very soon overtake China 
as the most populous country in the world. The UN 
expects this to happen in 2023. (Courtesy https://
ourworldindata.org/) For more information, go here: 
https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-up-
date-2022.
Related

World Population Highlights
The Current World Population

7,961,890,500
             TOP 20 LARGEST COUNTRIES BY 

POPULATION 

World Population: Past, Present, and Future
At the dawn of agriculture, about 8000 B.C., the pop-
ulation of the world was approximately 5 million. 
Over the 8,000-year period up to 1 A.D. it grew to 200 
million (some estimate 300 million or even 600, sug-
gesting how imprecise population estimates of early 
historical periods can be), with a growth rate of under 
0.05% per year.)
A tremendous change occurred with the industrial rev-
olution: whereas it had taken all of human history 
until around 1800 for world population to reach 
one billion, the second billion was achieved in only 
130 years (1930), the third billion in 30 years (1960), 
the fourth billion in 15 years (1974), and the fifth bil-
lion in only 13 years (1987).

• During the 20th century alone, the population in the 
world has grown from 1.65 billion to 6 billion.
• In 1970, there were roughly half as many people in 
the world as there are now.
• Because of declining growth rates, it will now take 
over 200 years to double again.

Population Growth Rate
Population in the world is, as of 2020, growing at a 
rate of around 1.05% per year (down from 1.08% in 
2019, 1.10% in 2018, and 1.12% in 2017). The current 
average population increase is estimated at 81 million 

people per year.
Annual growth rate reached its peak in the late 1960s, 
when it was at around 2%. The rate of increase has 
nearly halved since then, and will continue to decline 
in the coming years.
World population will therefore continue to grow 
in the 21st century, but at a much slower rate com-
pared to the recent past. World population has dou-
bled (100% increase) in 40 years from 1959 (3 billion) 
to 1999 (6 billion). It is now estimated that it will take 
another nearly 40 years to increase by another 50% to 
become 9 billion by 2037.

The latest world population projections indicate 
that world population will reach 10 billion persons 
in the year 2057.
World Population Forecast (2020-2050)
10 Billion (2057) The United Nations projects 
world population to reach 10 billion in the year 
2057.
9 Billion (2037) World population is expected to 
reach 9 billion in the year 2037.
8 Billion (2023) World population is expected to 
reach 8 billion people in 2023 according to the 
United Nations (in 2026 according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau).
7.96 Billion (2022) The current world population 
is 7.96 billion as of July 2022 [1] according to the 
most recent United Nations estimates elaborated 
by Worldometer. The term “World Population” 
refers to the human population (the total number 
of humans currently living) of the world.

7 Billion (2011) According to the United Nations, 
world population reached              
7 Billion on October 31, 2011.                                                                                               
The US Census Bureau made a lower estimate, 
for which the 7 billion mark was only reached on 
March 12, 2012.
6 Billion (1999) According to the United Nations, 
the 6 billion figure was reached on October 12, 
1999 (celebrated as the Day of 6 Billion). Accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau instead, the six 
billion milestone was reached on July 22, 1999, at 
about 3:49 AM GMT. Yet, according to the U.S. 
Census, the date and time of when 6 billion was 
reached will probably change because the already 
uncertain estimates are constantly being updated. 
(Courtesy https://www.worldometers.info/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Highlights From The United Nations’ Latest 
Release Of Its World Population Estimates

Key Findings From The 2022 United            
Nations Population Prospects Study

BUSINESS

Global food insecurity has reached levels not seen since 
the financial crisis of 2008, according to Sara Menker, 
CEO of Gro Intelligence, a global company that uses ar-
tificial intelligence and public and private data to predict 
food supply trends. She told the UN that the world has 
about 10 weeks’ worth of wheat on hand.
While addressing a special meeting of the Security 
Council on Saturday, she said that the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict was not the cause of the food security crisis but 
“simply added fuel to a fire that was long burning.”
The expert pointed to widespread fertilizer shortages, 
supply-chain issues and record droughts as the major 
reasons behind the crisis.
“This isn’t cyclical. This is seismic,” Menker said, noting 
that, “even if the war were to end tomorrow, our food 
security problem isn’t going away anytime soon without 
concerted action.”
She stressed that, “without aggressive global actions, we 
stand the risk of an extraordinary amount of human suf-
fering and economic damage.”
The grain crisis is being felt across the globe as wheat 
prices have surged to record highs over the past two 
months. Major producers such as Russia, Kazakhstan 
and India have scrapped exports to protect their domes-
tic markets, while Ukraine’s supplies are in danger due 
to the ongoing conflict. This has sparked fears of food 
insecurity and hunger around the world.
The executive director for the UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme, David Beasley, had earlier said that 49 million 
people in 43 countries are already “knocking on fam-
ine’s door.”

Wheat prices have surged to record highs over the past 
two months as major producers like Russia, Kazakhstan 
and India scrapped exports to protect their domestic 
markets. This has sparked fears of food insecurity and 

hunger around the world.
According to experts who spoke to Russia’s Izvestia 
newspaper, since the beginning of the year the cost of 
wheat has risen in price by more than 60%. They say 
the surge was caused by the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine, which provide nearly a third of the globe’s 
wheat exports.
In the 2021-2022 season that began in July last year, 
Russian suppliers accounted for 16% of global wheat 
exports, and Ukrainian producers accounted for 10%. 
But due to the conflict both countries banned wheat 
exports. In February Russia restricted the export of all 
grains (wheat, rye, barley and corn) outside the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU) until June 30. Meanwhile, 
Ukraine has shut its only remaining port in Odessa.
 A global ‘wheat war’ is coming and the West could 
be forced to ask Russia for grain in exchange for 

lifting sanctions
Anti-Russia sanctions forced international companies 
to sever long-standing business ties and leave Russia, 
which caused supply disruptions. In one example, the 
EU recently banned cooperation with the Black Sea No-
vorossiysk Commercial Sea Port, through which more 
than half of the exported grain is shipped.
Moreover, following Moscow’s decision to ban exports, 
Kazakhstan followed suit with its own restrictions, 
while, earlier this month, India also scrapped the export 
of wheat, stating that “food security of India, neighboring 
and other vulnerable countries is at risk.”
Following the news from New Delhi, wheat futures in 
Chicago jumped by 6% to $12.47 per bushel, its highest 
value in two months. And the price of wheat in Europe 
reached an historic high of about $461 per ton.

The grain crisis is being felt across the globe, but most 
acutely in Africa, which relies on exports from the Black 
Sea region for 90% of its needs. Last month, UN Sec-
retary-General António Guterres warned that a fifth of 
humanity was at risk of poverty and hunger due to the 
current situation in the wheat market.
Western states have accused Russia of unleashing a 
“wheat war,” putting the blame for the current crisis on 
Moscow, but experts state that Russia is not the only one 
responsible for the worsening crisis, or if it is, it is not 
voluntary. Russia has not banned exports but introduced 
temporary duties and quotas to protect the domestic mar-
ket. As for Ukraine, its grain is being actively removed 
from storage under the cover of EU help. The bloc’s top 

diplomat Josep Borrell recently stated that, “Ukraine 
should be helped to continue producing and exporting 
grain and wheat,” and since Ukrainian storage facilities 
are now full, they “need to be emptied to make room for 
a new crop.”
Citing experts, Izvestia notes that Russia and Ukraine 
are not the only key global exporters of wheat. Other 
producers could save the world market from the crisis, 
for instance the US and Canada, which export 26 and 
25 million tons of wheat, respectively, or around 25% 
of global exports. Other major Western producers are 
France (19 million tons) and Germany (9.2 million tons). 
However, according to analysts, these countries are un-
likely to share their grain with those in need, prioritizing 
their own food security.
“Producing countries will have their own difficulties, 
primarily related to energy prices, production costs and 
inflation, so it is likely that they simply will be too oc-
cupied to care for those countries that will be forced to 
starve,” Nikolai Vavilov, strategic research specialist at 
Total Research. is cited as saying.

Another expert, the head of the analytics department 
at the research company NTech Daria Akimova, says 
these countries would want to keep their raw materials 
to shield their economies from further inflation spikes.
“In order to protect themselves within the country from 
hunger and reduce their own inflation, producing coun-
tries are trying to keep raw materials. Since in the event 
of currency instability, and indeed any instability, it is 
always more profitable to have raw materials than cash: 
it does not depreciate as quickly as currency,” the news-
paper reported citing Akimova.
Experts largely fail to predict how the wheat market sit-
uation will develop further. On one hand, according to 
Viktor Tunev, Chief Analyst of Ingosstrakh Investments, 
the problems with the supply of such a widely produced 
commodity as wheat will most likely be solved by the 
new harvest, as well as the restoration of supplies from 
Ukraine and Russia once the conflict is resolved.
On the other hand, it is unclear how long it will take to 
resolve the conflict. Some experts claim that Western 
states would at some point be forced to ask Russia to 
share supplies in exchange for the removal of sanctions. 

Zelensky warns of ‘hunger catastrophe,’ While 
accusing Russia of blocking Ukraine’s grain exports
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned of 
famine and a hunger “catastrophe,” as he accused Russia 
of blocking grain exports from his war-torn country — 
which the U.S. has described as an effort “to break the 
spirit of the Ukrainian people.”
During remarks at the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, this past week, Zelensky said that 
Russian forces were blocking Ukraine from exporting 
22 million tons of food products that include “our grain, 
barley, sunflower and more.”
“If we do not export in the coming months, if there are 
no political agreements with Russia through intermedi-
aries — there will be famine, there will be a catastrophe, 
there will be a deficit, there will be a high price,” Zelen-
sky said.

Earlier in May, Ukraine closed its four ports — Mari-
upol, Berdiansk and Skadovsk in the Sea of Azov, and 
Kherson in the Black Sea — “until the restoration of 
control.” Some of the ports were captured by Russian 
forces, while others were blockaded.

President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine warns 
of a “catastrophe” in global food supplies in a video 
conference broadcast at the World Economic Fo-
rum annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, on May 
23. (Dursun Aydemir/Anadolu Agency via Getty 
Images)
In Davos, Zelensky said: “You can unblock them in dif-
ferent ways. One of the ways is a military solution. That 
is why we turn to our partners with inquiries regarding 
the relevant weapons.”
Russia’s war on Ukraine has caused a ripple effect across 
the globe: It has disrupted supply chains and contributed 
to the surge in rising fuel prices and scarcity of grains 
and fertilizer. The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations said in April that Russia’s war on 
Ukraine was mostly responsible for the 17.1% rise in the 
price of wheat, barley, corn and other grains.
At a U.N. Security Council meeting on May 19, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken accused Russia of 
weaponizing food and holding grain hostage “to break 
the spirit of the Ukrainian people.”
The meeting, which was called by the U.S., was hap-
pening “at a moment of unprecedented global hunger” 
fueled by climate change and COVID-19, “and made 
even worse by conflict,” Blinken said.
Blinken said Russia has sought to control Ukraine’s 
ports and access to the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov 
since launching its invasion in February, and he called 
it a “deliberate effort” to shut down shipping and block 
any safe passage.

Russian servicemen patrol a street near the port in 
Berdyansk on April 30. (Andrey Borodulin/AFP via 
Getty Images)
“As a result of the Russian government’s actions, some 
20 million tons of grain sit unused in Ukrainian silos as 
global food supplies dwindle, prices skyrocket, causing 
more around the world to experience food insecurity,” 
he said.
The accusations were described as “absolutely false” by 
Vassily Nebenzya, Russia’s ambassador to the United 
Nations.
“You assert that allegedly we are preventing agricultural 

products from being taken out of Ukraine by sea,” Ne-
benzya said. “However, the truth is that it is Ukraine and 
not Russia that has blocked 75 vessels from 17 states in 
the ports of Nikolaev [known as Mykolaiv in Ukraine], 
Kherson, Chernomorsk, Mariupol, Ochakov, Odesa and 
Yuzhny and has mined the waterways.     
“Unless this issue is resolved, we cannot speak of any 
opportunities to export Ukrainian grain by sea,” he 
warned.
The U.S. has few options for helping to end Russia’s 
blockade. Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. Mark 
Milley noted out at a press conference Monday with De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin that the U.S. has no vessels 
in the Black Sea.

Images/LightRocket via Getty Images)
“I think it’s quite important to the economy of Ukraine, 
and many countries in the world depend on Ukrainian 
grain,” he told reporters.
“Right now, it’s a bit of a stalemate [in the Black Sea 
region] between the Ukrainians wanting to make sure 
that there’s not any sort of amphibious landing against 
Odesa,” its key port, he said.
Meanwhile, Russia itself stands to gain from blocking 
Ukraine’s exports; since it is a major producer of grain, 
and according to Nebenzya, is expecting a record wheat 
crop. He said Russia can offer to export 25 million tons 
of grain from Aug. 1 until the end of 2022 through the 
port of Novorossiysk in the Black Sea.
The U.N. ambassador went on to accuse the more than 
10,000 sanctions against Russia of disrupting transpor-
tation routes, banning Russian vessels from ports and 
causing other problems.
 “If you do not want to lift your sanctions of choice, then 
why are you accusing us of causing this food crisis?” he 
asked. “Why is it that as a result of your irresponsible 
geopolitical games, the poorest countries and regions 
must suffer?” 

In a recent statement, G-7 foreign ministers urged Russia 
to “cease immediately its attacks on key transport infra-
structure in Ukraine, including ports.”
President Vladimir Putin of Russia said Thursday that 
he was willing to facilitate grain and fertilizer exports, 
but only if sanctions against Russia are lifted. (Courtesy 
news.yahoo.com and rt.com)
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Widespread Fertilizer Shortages, Supply-Chain Issues And 
Record Droughts Are The Major Reasons Behind The Crisis

World Has Only 10 Weeks Of                 
Wheat Supply Left, Expert Warns
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