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Putin acknowledges China’s concerns
over Ukraine 1n sign of friction

KYTV, Sept 15 (Reuters) - Russian President Vladimir Pu-

tin said on Thursday he understood China’s Xi Jinping had
concerns about the situation in Ukraine, a surprise acknowl-
edgement of friction with Beijing over the war after a week of
stunning Russian losses on the ground.

Since Russia’s invasion, China has trod a careful line, criticising
Western sanctions against Russia but stopping short of endors-
ing or assisting in the military campaign.

“We highly value the balanced position of our Chinese friends
when it comes to the Ukraine crisis,” Putin told Xi at their first
meeting since the war began. read more

“We understand your questions and concern about this. During
today’s meeting, we will of course explain our position.”

Xi did not mention Ukraine in his public remarks, nor was it
mentioned in a Chinese readout of their meeting, which took
place in Uzbekistan on the sidelines of a regional summit.

Beijing’s support is widely seen as essential for Moscow, which
needs markets for its energy exports and sources to import high
tech goods as it faces sanctions imposed by the West.

The last time the two men met they signed a “no limits” friend-
ship agreement between their two countries. Three weeks later,
Russia invaded Ukraine.

The Russian president’s comments suggested a Chinese shift
towards a more critical stance, in private at least. lan Bremmer,
political science professor at Columbia University, said they
were the “first public sign of Putin recognizing pressure to back
down”.

“Russia has become a pariah to the G7 because of their inva-
sion. China wants no part of that,”” he wrote on Twitter, referring
to the Group of Seven leading industrialized nations.

‘White House spokesman John Kirby said China should reject
Russia’s invasion: “The whole world should be lined up against
what Mr Putin is doing,” Kirby told CNN. “This is not the time
for any kind of business as usual with Mr Putin.”

‘BY YOUR SIDE’

In Kyiv, Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European
Commission, held talks with President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
where she told him Ukraine’s accession process to the European
Union was well on track.

“It’s impressive to see the speed, the determination, the preci-
ness with which you are progressing,” she said.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir
Putin attend a trilateral meeting with Mongolian President
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan
September 15, 2022. Sputnik/Alexandr Demyanchuk/Pool via
REUTERS

“We will never be able to match the sacrifice that
the Ukrainians are giving when they lose their
homes or they cry for their beloved ones... We will
never be able to compensate what you do with
your fight for democracy, for humanity, for the
respect of the international rule of law. But... you
have your European friends by your side as long
as it takes,” she said.

After a week of the fastest Ukrainian gains since
the war’s early weeks, Ukrainian officials said
Russian forces were now fortifying defences and
it would be hard for Kyiv’s troops to maintain the
pace of their advance.

Putin has yet to publicly comment on the setback
suffered by his forces after Ukrainian troops made
a rapid armoured thrust through the front line last
week. Russian troops have abandoned dozens of
tanks and other armoured vehicles in haste.

Kyiv says it recaptured more than 8,000 sq km
(3000 sq miles), nearly equivalent to the size of
the island of Cyprus. The speed of the advance
has lifted Ukrainian morale, pleased Western
backers who have provided arms, intelligence and
training, and raised hopes of further significant
gains before the winter sets in.

Serhiy Gaidai, governor of Ukraine’s eastern
Luhansk region, said it would still be a tough fight
to wrest control of his region back from Russia,
which recognises it as an independent state con-
trolled by separatists.

Oleksiy Danilov, secretary of Ukraine’s national secu-
rity and defence council, said in an online post: “We
should avoid euphoria. There is still a lot of work to
be done to liberate our lands, and Russia has a large
number of weapons.”

There was no let-up either in Russia’s daily missiles

strikes on Ukraine, a day after it fired cruise missiles at

a reservoir dam near Kryvyi Rih, President’s Zelens-

kiy’s hometown.

Authorities in the city of Kharkiv said Russian shells

had hit a high-pressure gas pipeline, while a rescue

operation was underway in the city of Bakhmut with

four people suspected to be trapped under rubble after
a strike, Pavlo Kyrylenko, the Donetsk regional gover-

nor, said.

Russian forces had launched attacks on several settle-

ments on the Kharkiv frontline in the past 24 hours,

the General Staff of Ukraine’s Armed Forces said on

Thursday.

But Britain’s defence ministry said in an update that

Ukraine’s forces were continuing to consolidate their

control of newly liberated land in the region.

The United States on Thursday imposed new sanctions

on 22 individuals and two entities that had facilitated
Russia’s war in Ukraine, the Treasury Department said.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria

Zakharova had earlier warned Washington to tread
carefully, saying any decision to supply Kyiv with
longer-range missiles for U.S.-made HIMARS systems
would cross a “red line” and make the United States “a
direct party to the conflict™.

WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

The first national railroad strike in 30
years could begin as soon as
Friday. A walkout of about 60,000
union members who work for the
railroad could affect more than 30%
of passenger and freight business.

At the same time, more than 15,000
nurses in Minnesota also walked out
of hospitals and clinics on Monday.
This was the first and largest strike
by nurses in American history.

Today there are many headaches
for the U.S. government caused by

-
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President Biden’ s Situation
Is So Troublesome

! L e
a real democratic process in the
election.

big and small issues across the
nation. Due to inflation and rising
prices, coupled with the serious

differences between the two parties
and the ongoing epidemic, this is the
most uneasy period in the
history of America.

We are very worried about the
current world situation and the
relationship between the U.S. and
China. Russia’ s attack on Ukraine,
the economic recession and the
death of the U.K. Queen, all have
contributed to the unprecedented
uneasiness of the world situation.

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

The midterm election in
November will be an important
election to determine the future
of the country. It will also test
again whether the United States
of America, which is the leader
of the free world, can implement
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A man runs with looted goods near cars on fire during protests over rising
fuel prices and crime as inflation surged to its highest in a decade, in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti September 14, 2022.

A woman takes photographs of a cosmos flower field at a park in Anseong, South Korea. REU-

TERS/Kim Hong-Ji
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REUTERS/Ralph Tedy Erol

Britain’s King Charles, Princess
Anne and Prince Andrew march
during a procession where the
coffin of Britain’s Queen Eliza-
beth is transported from Buck-
ingham Palace to the Houses of
Parliament for her lying in state,
in London, Britain. REUTERS/
Henry Nicholls/Pool

Editor’s Choice

The procession of the coffin

of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
moves from Buckingham Pal-
ace to the Houses of Parliament
for her lying in state, in Lon-
don, Britain. REUTERS/Toby
Melville/Pool

T

A view shows the procession of the coffin of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth from Buckingham

Djurica/Pool

Palace to the Houses of Parliament for her lying in state, in London, Britain. REUTERS/Marko

A model presents a cre-
ation from the Tom Ford
Spring/Summer 2023
collection during New
York Fashion Week in
Manhattan, New York City.
REUTERS/Andrew Kelly
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New Coronavirus Detected In
Patients At Malaysian Hospital -
Source May Be Dogs

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

In the past 20 years, new coronaviruses have
emerged from animals with remarkable regu-
larity. In 2002, SARS-CoV jumped from civets
into people. Ten years later, MERS emerged
from camels. Then in 2019, SARS-CoV-2 be-
gan to spread around the world. For many sci-
entists, this pattern points to a disturbing trend:
Coronavirus outbreaks aren’t rare events and
will likely occur every decade or so.

Now, scientists are reporting that they have
discovered what may be the latest coronavi-
rus to jump from animals into people. And it
comes from a surprising source: dogs.

When the COVID-19 pandemic first exploded,
Dr. Gregory Gray started to wonder whether
there might be other coronaviruses out there
already making people sick and threatening to
trigger another outbreak.

The problem was that he didn’t have a tool
to look for them. The test for COVID-19, he
says, is extremely limited. It tells whether one

particular virus — SARS-CoV-2 — is present
in a person’s respiratory tract, and nothing
else.

“Diagnostics are very specific. They generally
focus on known viruses,” says Gray, an infec-

tious disease epidemiologist at Duke Uni-
versity’s Global Health Institute.

So he challenged a graduate student in
his lab, Leshan Xiu, to make a more pow-
erful test — one that would work like a
COVID-19 test but could detect all coro-
naviruses, even the unknown ones. Xiu not
only rose to the challenge, but the tool he
created worked better than expected.

In the first batch of samples tested last year,
Gray and Xiu found evidence of an entirely
new coronavirus associated with pneumo-
nia in hospitalized patients — mostly in
kids.

This virus may be the eighth coronavirus

known to cause disease in people, the team
reports Thursday in the journal Clinical In-
fectious Diseases.

The samples came from patients at a hospi-
tal in Sarawak, Malaysia, taken by a collab-

orator in 2017 and 2018. “These were deep
nasal swabs, like doctors collect with the
COVID-19 patients,” says Gray.

The patients had what looked like regular
pneumonia. But in eight out of 301 samples
tested, or 2.7%, Xiu and Gray found that
the patients’ upper respiratory tracts were
infected with a new canine coronavirus,
i.e., a dog virus.

“That’s a pretty high prevalence of a [new]
virus,” Gray says. “That’s remarkable.”
So remarkable, in fact, that Gray actual-
ly thought maybe he and Xiu had made a
mistake. Perhaps Xiu’s test wasn’t working
quite right. “You always wonder if there
was a problem in the lab,” he says.

To find out, he sent the patients’ samples
over to a world expert on animal coronavi-
ruses at Ohio State University. She was also
dubious. “I thought, ‘There’s something

LT3

wrong,” “ says virologist Anastasia Vlaso-

va. “Canine coronaviruses were not thought
to be transmitted to people. It’s never been
reported before.”

With a lot of virus on hand, Vlasova could
decode its genome. From the virus’s gene
sequences, she could see that the virus had
likely infected cats and pigs at one point.
But it likely jumped directly from dogs into
people. “The majority of the genome was
canine coronavirus,” she says.

Altogether, this genetic data suggest that
Vlasova and her colleagues are catching
this new coronavirus early on in its journey
in people, while it’s still trying to figure out
how to infect people efficiently — and pos-
sibly, before it can spread from person to
person and trigger a big outbreak.

q

-OVID -1g
TESTING

“There’s no evidence yet of transmission

from human to human,” says virologist
Xuming Zhang at University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences. But it’s not known

how these patients became infected with the vi-
rus or whether they had direct contact with in-
fected animals. Zhang has studied coronaviruses
for more than 30 years. He thinks it’s too early
to call this new virus a human pathogen. “As the
authors are careful to say in their paper, they have
not proven what’s called Koch’s postulates,” he
says. That is, Vlasova, Gray and colleagues hav-
en’t shown that the new coronavirus causes pneu-
monia; so far, it has only been associated with
the disease.

“To do that, strictly, they need to inject the virus
into humans and see if it reproduces the disease,”
he says. “Of course [for ethical reasons], we can-
not do that.”

e —

Instead, Zhang says, they can look to see how
common the virus is in pneumonia patients
around the world — and they can test to see
whether it makes mice or another animal sick.
Zhang says he wouldn’t be surprised if this dog
virus is, in fact, a new human pathogen.

“I believe there are many animal [coronaviruses]
out there that can transmit to humans.” (Courtesy
https://www.npr.org/)

Related

Discovery shows need to monitor ani-
mal viruses, researchers say

New Human Coronavirus That

Originated In Dogs Identified

_ 2

Researchers have identified and completed the
genetic analysis of a newly discovered corona-
virus — one that has evolved from a coronavi-
rus that afflicts dogs to infect humans and may
contribute to respiratory symptoms.

The discovery of the first dog coronavirus found

to have crossed over to infecting people
underscores the treacherous nature of
coronaviruses and the need to monitor
animal viruses as a way of predicting pos-
sible threats to public health, researchers
say.

“At this point, we don’t see any reasons
to expect another pandemic from this vi-
rus, but I can’t say that’s never going to
be a concern in the future,” said Anasta-
sia Vlasova, an assistant professor in The
Ohio State University College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
(CFAES). She conducted the study with
Gregory C. Gray, a professor in the Di-
vision of Infectious Diseases of the Duke
University School of Medicine, and Teck-
Hock Toh, a professor at SEGi University

in Sarawak, Malaysia.

r/

In a study published onMay 20, 2021 in
the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases,
researchers describe the genetic charac-
teristics of CCoV-HuPn-2018, suggesting
it’s a new coronavirus that moved from
infecting dogs to infecting people.

“We don’t really have evidence right now
that this virus can cause severe illness in
adults,” Vlasova said, citing the fact that
only one person in the study found to have
been infected with the new coronavirus
was an adult. “I cannot rule out the pos-
sibility that at some point this new coro-
navirus will become a prevalent human
pathogen. Once a coronavirus is able to
infect a human, all bets are off.” Vlasova
and her colleagues plan to further study
the CCoV-HuPn-2018 virus to determine
how harmful it is — or could become — to
people. It’s unknown if the virus can be
passed from person to person, or how well
the human immune system can fight it off.
(Courtesy https://news.osu.edu/)
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Llama Antibodies Might Bring Us
Closer To Neutralizing COVID-19

Llama Antibodies May Be
Useful For Treating COVID-19,
Study From UT Austin Finds
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Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Antibodies found in 1lamas could

prove to be useful in the treatment of
COVID-19, an international team of sci-
entists has said. According to a peer-re-
viewed study, due to be published in
Cell on May 5, llama blood might hold
the key to unlocking new treatments for
COVID-19 -- and lessen the stress the
coronavirus pandemic has placed on the
world.

The researchers have engineered a new
antibody, a type of protein produced by
animal immune systems that defends
against foreign invaders, which binds
tightly to a key protein on the novel
coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, according to
a study accepted for publication in the
journal Cell.

The team, led by Jason McLellan from
the Department of Molecular Bioscienc-
es at The University of Texas at Austin
(UTA,) created the novel antibody by
linking together two copies of a special
kind of antibody found in llamas.
Coronaviruses are covered in distinctive

“spikes,” special proteins that enable the
virus to break into host cells. In initial
laboratory experiments, the scientists
found that the novel antibody was
effective in stopping a “pseudotyped”
version of the SARS-CoV-2 virus from
infecting cells in a culture.

This pseudotyped virus is a virus parti-
cle that has been engineered to display
copies of the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein
on its surface.

Winter is four years old and still
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living on a farm in the Belgian countryside.

The study details how special antibodies within llama blood
can be joined together to create a new antibody with the
capacity to bind the spike protein the coronavirus uses to
infect cells. By binding onto the spike protein, the antibody
can prevent the coronavirus, known as SARS-CoV-2, from
infecting other cells in culture.

“This is one of the first antibodies known to neutralize
SARS-CoV-2,” McLellan said in a statement.

The inspiration for the latest study came from tests conduct-
ed on a 4-year-old llama named “Winter” that is currently
living on a farm in the Belgian countryside.

This was discovered, in part, thanks to the efforts of a
4-year-old Belgian llama named Winter. In 2016, Winter
helped scientists to study the coronaviruses which cause
SARS and MERS by receiving injections of active spike
proteins over the course of weeks.

In 2016, before the pandemic began, the researchers were
conducting research into two other coronaviruses, SARS-
CoV-1 and MERS-CoV, which cause the diseases severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS) and Middle
East respiratory syndrome (MERS) respectively.

During this research, the team injected Winter with pseudo-
typed versions of both SARS-CoV-1 and MERS-CoV over
a period of six weeks, inducing an immune response in the
llama’s body.

Llamas may play a key role in neutralizing the Corona-
virus.

Llamas and other camelids, such as alpacas, produce a
special kind of antibody known collectively as “single-do-
main” antibodies. After taking blood samples from Winter,
the team, found that one of these single-domain antibodies,
known as VHH-72, bound tightly to the spike proteins on
SARS-CoV-1 and prevented it from infecting cells in a
culture.

As a result, the scientists joined together two copies of the
antibody, in an attempt to help it bind more effectively to
the SARS-CoV-2 spikes. According to the team, the newly
engineered antibody is the first known to neutralize both
SARS-CoV-1 and SARS-CoV-2.

“That was exciting to me because I’d been working on this
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for years,” Daniel Wrapp, a co-first-author of the paper from
UTA, said in the statement. “But there wasn’t a big need for a
coronavirus treatment then. This was just basic research. Now,
this can potentially have some translational implications, too.”
After the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the team
wondered whether VHH-72 would also be effective against
SARS-CoV-2. Initial tests revealed that it did bind to the spike
proteins of the virus, however, only weakly.

Regardless of the study’s early successes -- and Winter the
llama’s positive demeanor -- this doesn’t mean the antibodies
are immediately viable as a preventative or cure.

The team from the University of Texas in Austin are now
setting their sights on preclinical studies in animals such as
hamsters or nonhuman primates, with an eventual goal of
developing a treatment for humans.

The next step, the researchers say, is to conduct studies in
animals in order to further assess the impact of these antibodies
on SARS-CoV-2. Eventually, they hope to be able to develop a
treatment based on these antibodies that could be administered
soon after infection.

“With antibody therapies, you’re directly giving somebody

the protective antibodies and so, immediately after treatment,
they should be protected. The antibodies could also be used to
treat somebody who is already sick to lessen the severity of the
disease,” McLellan said.

Nevertheless, it is important to note that this approach is

still at a very early stage of development and must be tested
extensively in animals and humans before it can be estab-
lished whether or not it will be effective in the treatment of
COVID-19.

Regardless of the study’s early successes -- and Winter the
llama’s positive demeanor -- this doesn’t mean the antibodies
are immediately viable as a preventative or cure.

The team from the University of Texas in Austin are now
setting their sights on preclinical studies in animals such as
hamsters or nonhuman primates, with an eventual goal of de-
veloping a treatment for humans. (Courtesy https://www.msn.
com/ and https://www.cnet.com/)
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