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U.S. forgives 40,000 student loans, 
provides aid to 3.6 million more
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April 19 (Reuters) - The U.S. Department of Education has 
canceled student loan debt for 40,000 people and offered 
credits to help another 3.6 million pay off their loans under 
a plan announced on Tuesday designed to aid low-income 
borrowers and public servants.

“Student loans were never meant to be a life sentence, but 
it’s certainly felt that way for borrowers locked out of debt 
relief they’re eligible for,” Education Secretary Miguel Car-
dona said in the statement.

The measures add to other steps taken by the administra-
tion of President Joe Biden, including a pause on nearly all 
student loan collection, but they stop short of demands from 
the progressive wing of the Democratic Party for compre-
hensive student loan forgiveness.

In his 2020 presidential campaign, Biden called for cancel-
ing $10,000 in student loan debt for each borrower, a com-
mitment of more than $400 billion. Since he was elected, the 
White House has said Congress must take action for wider 
student loan relief.

Opioid crisis cost U.S. nearly $1.5 trillion in 2020 -congres-
sional report
Another $372 million on the way to Bernard 
Madoff’s victims
Smith & Wesson marketed to ‘would-be mass 
shooters,’ Highland Park victims claim
The government said it was addressing “his-
torical failures” to communicate to borrowers 
all the benefits they were eligible for in federal 
student loan programs.

At least 40,000 borrowers will receive im-
mediate debt cancellation under the Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program.

Several thousand borrowers with older loans 
will also receive forgiveness through in-
come-driven repayment (IDR) forgiveness, 
plus another 3.6 million borrowers will receive 
at least three years of additional credit toward 
IDR forgiveness, the Education Department 
said in a statement.

Those programs cap the amount lower-income 
borrowers are required to pay and forgive the 
remaining balance after a set number of years.

Student loan debt is seen as a drag on the 
economy, burdening young professionals 
for years after graduation, while the wide 
availability of loans has contributed to rising 
tuition.

Some 43.4 million borrowers are carrying 
about $1.6 trillion in outstanding student loans 
from the Federal Loan Portfolio, an average 
of more than $37,000 each, according to the 
Education Data Initiative.

The Biden administration canceled more than 

$17 billion in debt for 725,000 borrowers in 
its first year in office while also extending a 
pause on loan repayment that has provided 
at least temporary relief for 41 million bor-
rowers, the Education Department said.

Parade participants protesting 
against high student loan bur-
dens are preparing to take part 
in the annual July 4th parade at 
Ashland, Oregon, U.S. on July 
4, 2015. REUTERS/Randall 
Mikkelsen
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Editor’s Choice

People gather at Key West pier as Hurricane Ian approaches. Gwen Filosa/via 
Reuters

Downed palm fronds collect on an empty downtown intersection as Hurricane Ian approaches 
Florida’s Gulf Coast in Sarasota, September  28. REUTERS/Steve NesiusThe saline of Tampa Bay is seen ahead of Hurricane Ian, September 28. REUTERS/Shannon 

Stapleton

A man runs by a boarded up 
storefront in the downtown area 
of Tampa, September 27. REU-
TERS/Shannon Stapleton

A package of sandwich 
buns sits on empty shelves 
at a grocery store in Tam-
pa, September 27. REU-
TERS/Shannon Stapleton

Gusts from Hurricane Ian begin 
to knock down small trees and 
palm fronds in a hotel parking 
lot in Sarasota, September  28. 
REUTERS/Steve Nesius

Ian strengthened into a hurricane across the
Florida Keys and the southern and central Florida
peninsula.

A mandatory evacuation order was issued for
residents in Hillsborough County on the western
part of the Florida peninsula.

Senior meteorologist Rick Davis said that a major
hurricane has not directly hit the Tampa Bay area
since 1921. The hurricane is forecast to bring
8-to-15 inches of rain to central west Florida and
4-to-6 inches to the Keys.

The people in the area must prepare as best they
can and they must prepare for the worst, and
absolutely pray and hope for the best.

We are hoping the hurricane will soon be over.
Climate change will continue to bring us these
disasters.

0909//2727//20222022

Ian Strengthens IntoIan Strengthens Into
FloridaFlorida
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With India’s dramatic surge in COVID-19 
cases continuing to devastate the country, 
wary epidemiologists are trying to forecast 
where the novel coronavirus will strike 
next.
Some experts are casting a wary glance 
toward another vast, developing country 
that—like India—suffers huge health dis-
parities and uneven access to vaccines: Ni-
geria.
With 200 million people, it’s the most popu-
lous country in West Africa and the seventh 
most populous country in the world.
“Nigeria is actually quite vulnerable,” Ngo-
zi Erondui, a senior research fellow at the 
Chatham House Center for Global Health 
Security in the United Kingdom, told The 
Daily Beast. “It has a lot of similarities to 
India.”
The world isn’t powerless to stop COVID 
from devastating Nigeria the way it’s doing 
India. More equitable distribution of vac-

against a surge in cases in Nigeria, as well 
as in other less developed countries.
But that would require the world’s richer 
countries to share lifesaving resources with 

their poorer neighbors. And if India’s 
tragic example proved anything, it’s that 
the world’s vaccine “haves” are in no 
hurry to help out the “have-nots” on dis-
tant continents.
That said, “African” is not synonymous 
with “poor.” The continent is huge and 
diverse. Its 54 countries with their 1.2 
billion people run the gamut from big 
to small, rich to poor, powerful to weak, 
democratic to authoritarian.

Likewise, the African countries’ pan-
demic experiences have varied. South 
Africa—one of the richer countries on 
the continent—got hit hard last summer, 

have logged more than 54,000 deaths.
That’s 93 fatalities per 100,000 people, 
a rate that’s much lower than the 175 
deaths per 100,000 population the U.S. 
has registered, but much higher than 
the global average of 38 fatalities per 
100,000 people.
Many of the less industrialized African 
countries have, so far, managed to avoid 
the catastrophic surges in infections that 
have driven up death tolls in richer coun-
tries. A total of 580,000 Americans have 
died of COVID; only 1,600 Nigerians 
have died.
But that doesn’t mean COVID isn’t com-
ing for Nigeria and other African coun-
tries—it might just mean it hasn’t gotten 

breaking out across the world in the 
coming weeks and months,” Lawrence 
Gostin, a Georgetown University global 
health expert, told The Daily Beast. “And 
I am most concerned about Africa.”

“I see the crisis in India as a leading indi-
cator of what is to come in other low and 
middle-income countries,” Gostin added.
Bear in mind, India—despite its teeming 
cities, limited public health measures 
and patchwork health care—was rela-
tively lucky until recently. The country 
of 1.37 billion counted just 160,000 fatal 
cases through March, for a rate of 11 per 
100,000.
Then in April, a new and more trans-
missible variant of the SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus, known to geneticists as “B.1.617,” 
spread across the country, driving cases 
and deaths through the roof. In a span 
of just a couple of weeks, India added 
nearly 50,000 deaths. The fatality rate 
jumped to 15 per 100,000.

The Frustrating Reason We’re Flying Blind 
on New COVID Variants
India’s COVID surge is ongoing as of this 
writing, but the trends are encouraging. The 

-
tening. While every indication is that tens of 
thousands more Indians will die before the 
surge ends, at least the pandemic isn’t still 
getting worse there.

But the novel coronavirus is an opportun-
ist. It looks for densely packed, unprotected 
populations. Spreading via aerosols from 
one person to the next, it sets up a proverbi-
al laboratory in each body it infects. Every 
individual SARS-CoV-2 infection mutates 
every two weeks for as long as it’s active, 
looking for evolutionary pathways that 
might produce a new increasingly transmis-
sible variant.
New variants help the virus spread even 
faster in a self-reinforcing cycle that ends 

only when strong social-distancing man-
dates, vaccinations, the antibodies of sur-
vivors—or, more likely, a combination of 
all three—cut off its transmission path-
ways. The harder it is to socially-distance, 
and the lower the vaccine uptake, the lon-
ger the pathogen has to run amok.
It’s no accident SARS-CoV-2 thrived in 
India this month. Popular religious festi-
vals drew huge, maskless crowds. Mean-
while, India’s vaccination effort has been 
abysmal. The country has fully vaccinated 
just 3 percent of its population, compared 
to more than 30 percent in the United 
States. The global average for full vacci-
nation is slightly more than 3 percent.
Nigeria, with its teeming cities, deep 
poverty and ramshackle health system 
is, from an epidemiological standpoint, 
a lot like India—except worse, in some 
aspects. Where India at least has some 
domestic vaccine-manufacturers, Nigeria 
has none. It must import all of its doses.
That helps to explain why the country has 
partially vaccinated just 1 percent of its 
population—and fully vaccinated almost 
no one. The government in Lagos expects 
to receive 84 million vaccine doses from 
AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson in 
coming weeks. 

(Article Continues Below)
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COMMUNITY
But that’s enough to fully vacci-

-
ans. Vaccinating three-quarters of 
the population—the proportion 
experts say could result in “herd 
immunity” that blocks most transmission 
pathways—could take until 2022.
To help Nigeria and other unprotected 
countries, the world’s rich countries should 
stop hoarding excess doses. More jabs 
isn’t a panacea, of course—even a country 
with plenty of vaccines can have trouble 
administering it. 

But while logistics, as well as hesitancy 
among wary citizens, could slow inocu-

slow it.
“The only way to know for sure how well 
Nigeria will administer vaccines is to ship 
it. Once they have a larger supply of doses, 
then we can see how things like distri-
bution and hesitancy are impacting their 
vaccination campaign,” Shaun Truelove, 
an epidemiologist at the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, told 
The Daily Beast.
Global supply isn’t the biggest problem. 
The U.S. alone, a country with multiple 
competing vaccine-producers, is sitting on 
a stockpile of more than 60 million unused 
doses even as more vials arrive from 
factories and the vaccine-uptake rate ticks 
downward, especially among Republicans.
It wasn’t until weeks into India’s ongoing 
COVID surge that the administration of 
President Joe Biden promised to ship some 
of its extra vaccines to the country. The 
spare jabs, from AstraZeneca, aren’t even 
authorized for use in the United States. 
To Americans, those doses aren’t just sur-

plus—they’re useless.

What’s particularly egregious about 
the delay in releasing surplus vaccines 

problem a year ago. Last spring, the 
U.N.’s World Health Organization, 
along with several international pub-
lic-private partnerships, worked together 
to set up the COVID-19 Vaccines Global 
Access initiative, or COVAX.
The idea was for rich countries to pay 
for vaccines for poor countries. CO-
VAX’s goal was to deliver 100 million 
doses by March. It actually delivered 
fewer than 40 million. “This has set 
Nigeria and many countries up to fail,” 
Erondu said.
The United States is part of the problem. 
The Trump administration refused to 

-
-

ophy. The Trump White House either 
didn’t understand—or didn’t care—that 
vaccinating poor countries helps protect 
rich countries, too. Viruses don’t respect 
borders, after all.
The Biden White House reversed the 
decision back in February. The admin-
istration pledged $4 billion in cash, 
making the U.S. COVAX’s biggest 

parallel move, Biden signalled support 
for a controversial proposal for the 
World Trade Organization to suspend 
patent protections for COVID vaccines, 
in theory allowing any manufacturer in 
any country to produce doses.

But experts are divided on whether 
suspending patents would result in more 
doses reaching the countries that need 
it. Meanwhile, many richer countries 

pledges, piling delay on delay as the 
novel coronavirus targets one unprotect-
ed population after another.
To help Nigeria and other unprotected 
countries, the world’s rich countries 
should stop hoarding excess doses. 
More jabs isn’t a panacea, of course—
even a country with plenty of vaccines 
can have trouble administering it. But 
while logistics, as well as hesitancy 
among wary citizens, could slow inoc-

will slow it.
“The only way to know for sure how 
well Nigeria will administer vaccines 
is to ship it. Once they have a larger 
supply of doses, then we can see how 
things like distribution and hesitancy are 
impacting their vaccination campaign,” 
Shaun Truelove, an epidemiologist at 
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, told The Daily Beast.
Global supply isn’t the biggest problem. 
The U.S. alone, a country with multiple 
competing vaccine-producers, is sitting 
on a stockpile of more than 60 million 
unused doses even as more vials arrive 
from factories and the vaccine-uptake 
rate ticks downward, especially among 
Republicans.

It wasn’t until weeks into India’s ongo-

ing COVID surge that 
the administration of 

President Joe Biden promised to ship some 
of its extra vaccines to the country. The 
spare jabs, from AstraZeneca, aren’t even 
authorized for use in the United States. 
To Americans, those doses aren’t just sur-
plus—they’re useless.
What’s particularly egregious about the 
delay in releasing surplus vaccines is that 

a year ago. Last spring, the U.N.’s World 
Health Organization, along with several 
international public-private partnerships, 
worked together to set up the COVID-19 
Vaccines Global Access initiative, or 
COVAX.
The idea was for rich countries to pay for 
vaccines for poor countries. COVAX’s goal 
was to deliver 100 million doses by March. 
It actually delivered fewer than 40 million. 
“This has set Nigeria and many countries 
up to fail,” Erondu said.
The United States is part of the problem. 
The Trump administration refused to sign 

Trump White House either didn’t under-
stand—or didn’t care—that vaccinating 
poor countries helps protect rich countries, 
too. 
Viruses don’t respect borders, after all.

The Biden White House reversed the 
decision back in February. The adminis-
tration pledged $4 billion in cash, mak-

donor, albeit belatedly. In a parallel move, 
Biden signalled support for a controversial 
proposal for the World Trade Organization 
to suspend patent protections for COVID 

vaccines, in theory allowing any 
manufacturer in any country to 
produce doses.
But experts are divided on wheth-
er suspending patents would result 

in more doses reaching the countries 
that need it. Meanwhile, many richer 

COVAX pledges, piling delay on delay as 
the novel coronavirus targets one unpro-
tected population after another.

Nigeria is ripe for infection. But the West 
African country doesn’t have to suffer the 
same fate as India. Vaccines are available. 
Mechanisms exist to get it to countries 
that need it most. What’s lacking is a 
sense of urgency in the countries that 
have more than enough, and don’t seem 
to appreciate the importance of sharing it. 
(Courtesy https://news.yahoo.com)
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