
Thursday , Novermber 24  2022|

U.S. Supreme Court clears way for 
lawmakers to get Trump’s tax returns
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Nov 22 (Reuters) - The U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday cleared the 
release of Donald Trump’s tax returns to a congressional committee, 
handing a defeat to the Republican former president who had called 
the Democratic-led panel’s request politically motivated.

The justices denied Trump’s Oct. 31 emergency application to block 
a lower court’s ruling that upheld a request by the House of Repre-
sentatives Ways and Means Committee for the tax records as a justi-
fied part of the panel’s legislative work while his lawyers prepared an 
appeal. No justice publicly dissented from the decision.

The fight over the committee’s request is one of many legal woes for 
Trump as he moves forward with another run for the presidency in 
2024. Trump last week announced the launch of his candidacy.

Tuesday’s order superseded one issued by Chief Justice John Roberts 
on Nov. 1 that had effectively paused the dispute and prevented the 
panel from obtaining the Trump returns while the court considered 
how to proceed.

Republicans, who secured a narrow House majority following the 
Nov. 8 midterm elections, are poised to take over control of the com-
mittee in January.

Trump was the first president in four decades years not to release his 
tax returns as he sought to keep secret the details of his wealth and 
the activities of his real estate company, the Trump Organization.

The Ways and Means panel told the Supreme Court in a legal filing 
that siding with Trump would harm the constitutional authority of 
a co-equal branch of government “by in effect preventing Congress 
from completing any investigation involving a former president 
whenever there are allegations that the investigation was politically 
motivated.

The panel in its request invoked a federal law that empowers its 
chairman to request any person’s tax returns from the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS). House Democrats have said they need to see 
Trump’s tax returns to assess whether the IRS is properly auditing 
presidential returns and to gauge whether new legislation is needed.

In its filing, the committee told the justices that IRS policy “does not 
address what to do regarding a president who, like former President 
Trump, owned hundreds of business entities, had inordinately com-
plex returns, used aggressive tax avoidance strategies and allegedly 
had ongoing audits.”

Trump’s lawyers have said the committee’s real aim is to publicly 
expose his tax returns and unearth politically damaging information 
about Trump.

U.S. District Judge Trevor McFadden, a Trump appointee, sided 
with Congress in December 2021 and threw out the challenge to the 
committee’s request, finding that the committee holds broad authority 
over a former president’s tax returns.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 
August also ruled against Trump and in October refused a rehearing.

Bankman-Fried's FTX, senior staff, parents 
bought Bahamas property worth $300 mln
NEW PROVIDENCE, Bahamas, Nov 22 (Re-
uters) - Sam Bankman-Fried's FTX, his parents 
and senior executives of the failed cryptocurren-
cy exchange bought at least 19 properties worth 
nearly $121 million in the Bahamas over the past 
two years, official property records show.

Separately, attorneys for FTX said on Tuesday 
that one of the company's units spent $300 mil-
lion in the Bahamas buying homes and vacation 
properties for its senior staff, and that FTX was 
run as a "personal fiefdom" of Bankman-Fried. 
No further details were given. read more

Most of FTX's purchases registered in the 
documents seen by Reuters were luxury beach-
front homes, including seven condominiums in 
an expensive resort community called Albany, 
costing almost $72 million. The deeds show 
these properties, bought by a unit of FTX, were 
to be used as "residence for key personnel" of the 
company. Reuters could not determine who lived 
in the apartments.

The documents for another home with beach 
access in Old Fort Bay -- a gated community that 
was once home to a British colonial fort built 
in the 1700s to protect against pirates -- show 
Bankman-Fried's parents, Stanford University 
law professors Joseph Bankman and Barbara 
Fried, as signatories. The property, one of the 
documents dated June 15 said, is for use as a 
"vacation home."

When asked by Reuters why the couple decided 

to buy a vacation home in the Bahamas and how 
it was paid for -- whether in cash, with a mort-
gage or by a third party such as FTX -- a spokes-
man for the professors said only that Bankman 
and Fried had been trying to return the property 
to FTX.

"Since before the bankruptcy proceedings, Mr. 
Bankman and Ms. Fried have been seeking to 
return the deed to the company and are awaiting 
further instructions," the spokesperson said, de-
clining to elaborate.
While it is known that FTX and its employees 
bought real estate in the Bahamas, where it es-
tablished its headquarters in September last year, 
the property records seen by Reuters show for the 
first time the scale of their buying spree and the 
intended use of some of the real estate.

FTX, which filed for bankruptcy earlier this 
month after a rush of customer withdrawals, did 
not respond to a request for comment. Bank-
man-Fried did not respond to requests for com-
ment.
Bankman-Fried has told Reuters he lived in a 
house with nine other colleagues. For his em-
ployees, he said FTX provided free meals and an 
"in-house Uber-like" service around the island.
The collapse of FTX, one of the world's largest 
crypto currency exchanges, has left an estimated 
1 million creditors facing losses totalling billions 
of dollars. Reuters has reported Bankman-Fried 
secretly used $10 billion in customer funds to 
prop up his trading business, and that at least $1 
billion of those deposits had vanished.

In a 
U.S. 
court 
filing 
with 
the 
Dis-
trict 
of 
Dela-
ware 
bank-
ruptcy 
court 
earlier 

this month, John Ray, FTX's new chief executive, 
said he understood that corporate funds of the 
FTX Group were used to "purchase homes and 
other personal items for employees and advisors."

Reuters could not determine the source of funds 
that FTX and its executives used to buy these 
properties.
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In 1987, the founder,
Wei June An, an old monk,
in response to the prayers
of the public, located the
Chung Tai Temple in
Houston’s International
District. Pude Jingshe is
the first branch of the
Zhongtai Zen Temple in
the southern United States.

In 2002, the Zhangtai
Zen Temple was
completed and opened.
This is not only the
continuation of the lineage
of Zen Buddhism, but also
an important center of
Buddhism in the United
States.

When we were
celebrating the ITC
20th-year anniversary last
Sunday, Master Jiantan
gave us a spiritual blessing
of Buddhism. Everyone
was extremely moved,

especially for me as the old
worker of the Southern
Chinese News. We spent
17 years of hard winters
here to fight for our survival
in the media business.

In the early 1980’s,
the Texas economy was
depressed. Banks had
closed down and hundreds
of industries were sluggish.
Oil prices went down to
$13.00 dollars per barrel.
At that time we participated
in the first Chinese bank
founded by Mr. M. T. Kuo.
He was a retired diplomat
and happens to be one of
my alumni from the Taiwan
Ching Hi University. We
had dinner at his house
and I asked him about our
newspaper business. Mr.
Kuo didn’t hesitate to
encourage us to expand
our business. He thought
the media was a very

important indicator of our
community. Finally, we
found a half acre of land on
Bellaire Blvd. near Cook
Road. It took us almost two
years, but we finally built a
two- story building with a
printing press and the
press began to roll day and
night. We were like in an
army with no way out. We
were there until 2001 when
we sold the building to the
temple and it became the

spiritual center of our
community. Today, twenty
years later, we are back to
this press room full of
memories.

The giant wheel of
history keeps moving
forward. We are so proud
of our decision to create a
legacy of culture and
media in the community.
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Editor’s Choice

People ride in a trolleybus near a shell from a multiple rocket launch system in 
Bakhmut, Ukraine. REUTERS/Gleb Garanich

A man gestures as he stands in flood waters following heavy rains in Kuc, Shkodra, Albania. 
REUTERS/Florion Goga

A protestor cries inside a police bus after being detained during a protest against what they 
say are attacks on Muslims following clashes last week triggered by remarks made by ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) members on Prophet Mohammad, outside UP Bhawan, in New 
Delhi, India. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

Prince Charles and Ca-
milla, Duchess of Corn-
wall are seen during the 
Royal procession at the 
Royal Ascot in Britain. 
REUTERS/Peter Cziborra

Wales’ Gareth Bale cel-
ebrates scoring their first 
goal against the United 
States during the FIFA 
World Cup. REUTERS/
Hannah Mckay

An Afghan girl reads a book in-
side her home in Kabul, Afghani-
stan. REUTERS/Ali Khara
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Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival celebrated 
primarily in the United States and Canada. Thanks-
giving was a holiday to express thankfulness, grat-
itude, and appreciation to God, family and friends 
for which all have been blessed of material posses-
sions and relationships. Traditionally, it has been a 
time to give thanks for a bountiful harvest. This hol-
iday has since moved away from its religious roots.  
In the United States, Thanksgiving Day falls on the 
fourth Thursday of November. In Canada it is cele-
brated on the second Monday in October.
The precise historical origin of the holiday is disput-
ed. Although Americans commonly believe that the 
first Thanksgiving happened in 1621, at Plymouth 
Plantation, in Massachusetts, there is strong evi-
dence for earlier celebrations in Canada (1578) and 
by Spanish explorers in Florida (1565).While not 
the first thanksgiving of any sort on the continent, 
the traditional origin of modern Thanksgiving in 
the United States is generally regarded to be the cel-
ebration that occurred at the site of Plymouth Plan-
tation, in Massachusetts in 1621. This celebration 
occurred early in the history of what would become 
one of the original Thirteen Colonies that later were 
to become the United States. This Thanksgiving 
was modeled after harvest festivals that were com-
monplace in Europe at the time. 

 

Artist’s Painting Of First Thanksgiving
According to historian Jeremy Bangs, director of 
the Leiden American Pilgrim Museum, the Pil-
grims may have been influenced by watching the 
annual services of thanksgiving for the relief of the 
siege of Leiden in 1574, while they were staying 
in Leiden. 
Thanksgiving in the United States was observed on 
various different dates throughout history. By the 
mid 20th century, the final Thursday in November 
had become the customary day of Thanksgiving 
in most U.S. states. It was  not until December 26, 
1941, however, that President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt, after pushing two years earlier to move the 
date earlier to give the country    an economic 
boost, signed a bill into law, with congress, making 
Thanksgiving a national holiday and settling it to 
the fourth (but not final) Thursday in November. 

U.S. President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt

Thanksgiving in Canada 
did not have a fixed date 
until the late 19th century,  
at which time it was typ-
ically held on November 
6. After the end of World 
War I, Thanksgiving Day 

and Remembrance Day cere-
monies were usually held during 
the same week. To avoid the two 
holidays from clashing with one 
another, in 1957 the Canadian 
Parliament proclaimed Thanks-
giving to be observed on its pres-
ent date.
Thanksgiving Day football 
games in the United States are 
nearly as old as the game itself. 
The first Thanksgiving Day foot-
ball game took place in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania on Thanks-
giving Day of 1869, less than 
two weeks after Rutgers defeated 
Princeton in Rutgers, New Jer-
sey, in what is widely considered 
to have been the first American 
Football game.

High school foot-
ball games played 
on Thanksgiving 
are often called a 
Turkey Day Game 
or a Turkey Bowl 

(not to be confused with Turkey bowling), as 
Americans typically eat turkeys on Thanksgiving, 
although the title varies with each game. Most 
commonly these games are between high school 
football rivalries although in many cases, when 
poor weather requires a shorter season, the game 
can be the culmination of league play among a 
high-school league, in which the winners of this 
game will be the league champions for the year.
Related

Thanksgiving Becomes a National Holiday

Pilgrims held their second Thanksgiving celebra-
tion in 1623 to mark the end of a long drought that 
had threatened the year’s harvest and prompted 
Governor Bradford to call for a religious fast. 
Days of fasting and thanksgiving on an annual 
or occasional basis became common practice in 
other New England settlements as well. 
First Thanksgiving Meal
For many Americans, the Thanksgiving meal in-
cludes seasonal dishes such as roast turkey with 
stuffing, cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes and 
pumpkin pie. The holiday feast dates back to No-
vember 1621, when the newly arrived Pilgrims 
and the Wampanoag Indians gathered at Plym-
outh 
During the American Revolution, the Continental 

Congress designated one or more days of thanks-
giving a year, and in 1789 George Washington 
issued the first Thanksgiving proclamation by the 
national government of the United States; in it, he 
called upon Americans to express their gratitude 
for the happy conclusion to the country’s war of 
independence and the successful ratification of 
the U.S. Constitution. His successors John Ad-
ams and James Madison also designated days of 
thanks during their presidencies.

Mary Had a Little Thanksgiving Obsession
After a 17-year letter-writing campaign, mag-
azine editor Sarah Josepha Hale finally con-
vinced President Abraham Lincoln to issue an 
1863 decree recognizing the historic tradition. 
She began a lobbying campaign to persuade 
President Abraham Lincoln to make Thanks-
giving an official annual holiday, using her 
magazine to build public support by writing 
an editorial every year starting in 1846. She 
also sent letters to all governors in the United 
States and territories
In 1817, New York became the first of several 
states to officially adopt an annual Thanksgiv-
ing holiday; each celebrated it on a different day, 
however, and the American South remained 
largely unfamiliar with the tradition. 
In 1827, the noted magazine editor and prolif-
ic writer Sarah Josepha Hale—author, among 
countless other things, of the nursery rhyme 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb”—launched a cam-

paign to establish Thanksgiving 
as a national holiday. For 36 
years, she published numerous 
editorials and sent scores of 
letters to governors, senators, 
presidents and other politicians, 
earning her the nickname the 
“Mother of Thanksgiving.”
Abraham Lincoln finally heeded 
her request in 1863, at the height 
of the Civil War, in a proclama-
tion entreating all Americans 
to ask God to “commend to 
his tender care all those who 
have become widows, orphans, 
mourners or sufferers in the lam-
entable civil strife” and to “heal 
the wounds of the nation.” He 

scheduled Thanksgiving for the 
final Thursday in November, and 
it was celebrated on that day every 
year until 1939, when Franklin D. 

Roosevelt moved the holiday up a week in an 
attempt to spur retail sales during the Great De-
pression. Roosevelt’s plan, known derisively as 
Franksgiving, was met with passionate opposi-
tion, and in 1941 the president reluctantly signed 
a bill making Thanksgiving the fourth Thursday 
in November.

Thanksgiving Traditions 
and Rituals
In many American house-
holds, the Thanksgiving 
celebration has lost much 

of its original religious significance; instead, it 
now centers on cooking and sharing a bountiful 
meal with family and friends. Turkey, a Thanks-
giving staple so ubiquitous it has become all but 
synonymous with the holiday, may or may not 
have been on offer when the Pilgrims hosted the 
inaugural feast in 1621.                                                                                                                 
Today, however, nearly 90 percent of Americans 
eat the bird—whether roasted, baked or deep-
fried—on Thanksgiving, according to the Na-
tional Turkey Federation. Other traditional foods 
include stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce and pumpkin pie. Volunteering is a com-
mon Thanksgiving Day activity, and communi-
ties often hold food drives and host free dinners 
for the less fortunate.

Parades have also be-
come an integral part of 
the holiday in cities and 
towns across the Unit-
ed States. Presented by 
Macy’s department store 

since 1924, New York City’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade is the largest and most famous, attract-
ing some 2 to 3 million spectators along its 2.5-
mile route and drawing an enormous television 
audience. It typically features marching bands, 
performers, elaborate floats conveying various 
celebrities and giant balloons shaped like cartoon 
characters.                                                

Beginning in the mid-20th century and perhaps 
even earlier, the president of the United States 
has “pardoned” one or two Thanksgiving turkeys 
each year, sparing the birds from slaughter and 
sending them to a farm for retirement. A number 
of U.S. governors also perform the annual turkey 
pardoning ritual.
Thanksgiving Controversies                                                                                                      
For some scholars, the jury is still out on whether 
the feast at Plymouth really constituted the first 
Thanksgiving in the United States. Indeed, his-
torians have recorded other ceremonies of thanks 
among European settlers in North America that 
predate the Pilgrims’ celebration. In 1565, for in-
stance, the Spanish explorer Pedro Menéndez de 
Avilé invited members of the local Timucua tribe 
to a dinner in St. Augustine, Florida, after holding 
a mass to thank God for his crew’s safe arrival. 
On December 4, 1619, when 38 British settlers 
reached a site known as Berkeley Hundred on 
the banks of Virginia’s James River, they read a 
proclamation designating the date as “a day of 
thanksgiving to Almighty God.”      

Some Native Americans 
and many others take issue 
with how the Thanksgiv-
ing story is presented to the 
American public, and es-
pecially to schoolchildren. 
In their view, the traditional 
narrative paints a deceptive-

ly sunny portrait of relations between the Pilgrims 
and the Wampanoag people, masking the long 
and bloody history of conflict between Native 
Americans and European settlers that resulted 
in the deaths of tens of thousands. Since 1970, 
protesters have gathered on the day designated 
as Thanksgiving at the top of Cole’s Hill, which 
overlooks Plymouth Rock, to commemorate a 
“National Day of Mourning.” Similar events are 
held in other parts of the country.
Thanksgiving’s Ancient Origins                                                                                           
Although the American concept of Thanksgiving 
developed in the colonies of New England, its 
roots can be traced back to the other side of the 
Atlantic. Both the Separatists who came over on 
the Mayflower and the Puritans who arrived soon 
after brought with them a tradition of providential 
holidays—days of fasting during difficult or piv-
otal moments and days of feasting and celebra-
tion to thank God in times of plenty.                                                  
As an annual celebration of the harvest and its 
bounty, moreover, Thanksgiving falls under a cat-
egory of festivals that spans cultures, continents 
and millennia. In ancient times, the Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans feasted and paid tribute to 
their gods after the fall harvest. Thanksgiving also 
bears a resemblance to the ancient Jewish harvest 
festival of Sukkot. Finally, historians have not-
ed that Native Americans had a rich tradition of 
commemorating the fall harvest with feasting and 
merrymaking long before Europeans set foot on 
America’s shores. (Courtesy history.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A History Of Thanksgiving
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Travel Travel may increase your 
chance of getting and spreading 
COVID-19. Postponing travel and 
staying home is the best way to pro-
tect yourself and others this year. If 
you are considering traveling for 
Thanksgiving, here are some im-
portant questions to ask yourself 
and your loved ones beforehand. 
These questions can help you de-
cide what is best for you and your 
family.
Are you, someone in your house-
hold, or someone you will be vis-
iting at increased risk for getting 
very sick from COVID-19? Are 
cases high or increasing in your 
community or your destination? 
Check CDC’s COVID Data Track-
er for the latest number of cases. 
Are hospitals in your community or 
your destination overwhelmed with 
patients who have COVID-19? To 

-
lic health department websites.

Does your home or destination have require-
ments or restrictions for travelers? Check 
state and local requirements before you travel. 
During the 14 days before your travel, have 
you or those you are visiting had close con-
tact with people they don’t live with? Do your 
plans include traveling by bus, train, or air 

-
cult? Are you traveling with people who don’t 
live with you?
If the answer to any of these questions is “yes,” 
you should consider making other plans, such 
as hosting a virtual gathering or delaying your 
travel. It’s important to talk with the people 
you live with and your family and friends 
about the risks of traveling for Thanksgiving.
If you do travel Check travel restrictions 

-
fore you travel. Always wear a mask 
in public settings, when using public 
transportation, and when around peo-
ple who you don’t live with. Stay at 
least 6 feet apart from anyone who 
does not live with you. Wash your 
hands often or use hand sanitizer. 
Avoid touching your mask, eyes, nose, 
and mouth. Bring extra supplies, such 
as masks and hand sanitizer. Know 
when to delay your travel.

Everyone Can Make Thanksgiving Safer

Wear a mask

                              srehto morf yawa teef 6 tsael ta yatS                                       
Wear a mask with two or more lay-
ers to help  protect yourself and oth-
ers from COVID-19.          Wear the 

  dna htuom dna eson ruoy revo ksam
secure it under your chin. Make sure 

of your face. Wear a mask with two 
or more layers to help protect yourself 
and others from COVID-19. Wear the 
mask over your nose and mouth and 
secure it under your chin. Make sure 

of your face. Remember that people 
without symptoms may be able to 

Keeping 6 feet (about 2 arm lengths) 
from others is especially important for 
people who are at higher risk of get-
ting very sick.
Wash your hands Wash hands often 
with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. Keep hand sanitizer with 
you and use it when you are unable to 
wash your hands.

Use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alco-
hol.
Attending a Gathering Celebrating vir-
tually or with the people you live with is 
the safest choice this Thanksgiving. If you 
choose to attend a gathering, make your 
celebration safer. In addition to following 
the steps that everyone can take to make 
Thanksgiving safer, take these additional 
steps if attending a Thanksgiving gather-
ing:

Bring your own food, drinks, plates, cups, 
and utensils.Wear a mask and safely store 
your mask while eating and drinking. 
Avoid going in and out of the areas where 
food is being prepared or handled, such 
as in the kitchen. Use single-use options, 
like salad dressing and condiment packets, 
and disposable items like food containers, 
plates, and utensils.
Hosting a Thanksgiving Gathering Cel-
ebrating virtually or with the people you 
live with is the safest choice this Thanks-
giving. If having guests to your home, 
be sure that people follow the steps that 
everyone can take to make Thanksgiving 
safer. These steps include:

Have a small outdoor meal with family 
and friends who live in your community. 
Limit the number of guests. Have conver-
sations with guests ahead of time to set ex-
pectations for celebrating together. Clean 

and disinfect frequently touched surfaces 
and items between use.
If celebrating indoors, bring in fresh air 
by opening windows and doors, if pos-
sible. You can use a window fan in one 
of the open windows to blow air out of 
the window. This will pull fresh air in 
through the other open windows.
Limit the number of people in food 
preparation areas. Have guests bring 
their own food and drink. If sharing 
food, have one person serve food and use 
single-use options, like plastic utensils.
Consider Other Thanksgiving Activ-
ities Host a virtual Thanksgiving meal 
with friends and family who don’t live 
with you

Schedule a time to share a meal togeth-
er virtually. Have people share recipes 
and show their turkey, dressing, or other 
dishes they prepared. Watch television 
and play games with people in your 
household. Watch Thanksgiving Day pa-
rades, sports, and movies at home. Find 
a fun game to play.
Shopping Shop Check out online sales 
the day after Thanksgiving and days 
leading up to the winter holidays. Use 
contactless services for purchased items, 
like curbside pick-up. Shop in open air 
markets staying 6 feet away from others 
and wear a mask.

Other Activities Safely prepare tradi-
tional dishes and deliver them to family 
and neighbors in a way that does not in-
volve contact with others (for example, 
leave them on the porch). Participate in 
a gratitude activity, like writing down 
things you are grateful for and sharing 
with your friends and family. (Courtesy 
/www.cdc.gov/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

          

A Holiday Checklist

The Centers For Disease Control: 
“Celebrate Thanksgiving Safely”

KEY POINTS
More than 1 million COVID-19 cases were reported                                                             

in the United States over the last 7 days.

As cases continue to increase rapidly across the United
States, the safest way to celebrate Thanksgiving is to celebrate                                           

at home with the people you live with.

Gatherings with family and friends who do not live with
you can increase the chances of getting or spreading                                                     

COMMUNITY
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