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U.S. job growth seen smallest in nearly
two years 1n October, unemployment rate

WASHINGTON, Dec 1 (Reuters) - U.S. President Joe Biden
and French President Emmanuel Macron presented a united
front on Ukraine on Thursday at the White House, and Biden
said he would talk to Russian President Vladimir Putin, if he
was willing to end the invasion.

Biden has resisted talking to Putin since the Russian leader
launched the invasion in February, while Macron has kept
lines of communication with Putin open.

“I’m prepared, if he’s willing to talk, (to) find out what he’s
willing to do.” Biden told a joint news conference with Ma-
cron.

But Biden said he would only do this in consultation with
his NATO allies and would do nothing that would harm
Ukrainian interests. “I’m not going to do it on my own,” he
said.

Biden is playing host to Macron for the first state visit since
the U.S. president took power in early 2021. Besides pledg-
ing support for Ukraine, the two leaders sought ways to ease
some economic tensions in Oval Office tensions.

Biden pledged to Macron to make changes to U.S. legislation
that passed the Congress this year that European nations fear
will harm their economies. Bills aimed at boosting U.S. re-
newable energy and the semiconductor industry have “glitch-
es” that can be addressed, Biden said.

“There are tweaks that we can make that can fundamentally
make it easier for European countries to participate and or
be on their own,” said Biden, who said he and Macron had a
long discussion about the topic.

Macron said it was important for the United States and its
European allies to “re-synchronize” their approaches.

“France did not come here to ask for some kind of exception
for its economy. We came to share how the consequences of
this regulation impact us,” he said.

In a joint statement issued after their Oval Office talks, the
two leaders said they were committed to holding Russia to
account “for widely documented atrocities and war crimes,
committed both by its regular armed forces and by its prox-
ies” in Ukraine.

They vowed to coordinate on their concerns regarding “Chi-
na’s challenge to the rules-based international order, includ-
ing respect for human rights and to work together with China
on important global issues like climate change.”

France’s President Macron official visit to Washington

[1/11] President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel
Macron walk down the Colonnade to the Oval Office at the
White House, Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. Doug Mills/Pool via
REUTERS

Macron raised French and European concerns about subsi-
dies in Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), a $430 billion

bill that offers massive subsidies for U.S.-made prod-
ucts and is aimed at addressing the climate crisis.

Corps and national anthems.

Among the gifts Macron brought was a vinyl
and CD version of the original soundtrack

of Claude Lelouch’s 1966 film “Un Homme
et une Femme,” the film the Bidens went to
see on their first date, according to the Elysee
Palace.

European leaders say the legislative package signed by
Biden in August is unfair to non-American companies
and would be a serious blow to their economies as
Europe deals with the fallout from Russia’s February
invasion of Ukraine.

Meanwhile Thursday, NATO ministers met in Bucha-
rest and pledged more aid to Ukraine to help against
Russia’s attacks on energy infrastructure as winter
bites.

The Bidens presented Macron with a custom
mirror made of fallen wood from the White
House grounds and a custom vinyl record col-
lection of great American musicians.

The alliance, of which the United States and France
are founding members, was also discussing how to
address challenges posed by China’s military buildup
and its cooperation with Russia, U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said. Macron has said in the past
that China should not be a focus for NATO.

The formal dinner in a pavilion on the White
House South Lawn will feature music from
Jon Batiste, Chardonnay from the Napa Valley
and cheeses from Oregon, California and
Wisconsin.

KISSES AND LOBSTER
The Macrons arrived in Washington on Tuesday for his
second state visit to the United States since the French
leader took office in 2017.

Biden, 80, and Macron, 44, have had many meetings at
international gatherings but this was the most amount
of time they have spent together. A glittering state
dinner was planned, with 200 Maine lobsters flown in
for the occasion.

Biden and his wife Jill greeted Macron and his wife
Brigitte with hugs, kisses and broad smiles as they cel-
ebrated more than 200 years of U.S.-French relations.

The two leaders and their wives, who dined together
informally on Wednesday, took part in a South Lawn
arrival ceremony that featured a military honor guard,
a red-jacketed colonial band with the Fife and Drum
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House Democrats Change
Leadership

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries of
New York has been elected
as the new Democratic
House leader and makes
history as the first black
lawmaker to lead the party.

Jeffries took over the
leadership following speaker
Nancy Pelosi who has
served as leader since 2003.
Jeffries said thisis ‘moment
of transition.”  “We stand
on the shoulders of giants,
but we are also looking
forward to being able to do
what’ s necessary at this
moment to advance the
issues.”
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A cow moves past a burning car
that, according to fire officials,
caught fire due to an electrical
short circuit after it was stuck
in a water-logged road follow-
ing heavy rains in Ahmedabad,
India, July 11. REUTERS/Amit
Dave

People stand naked as part of artist Spencer Tunick’s art installation to raise
awareness of skin cancer and encourage people to have their skin checked, at
Bondi Beach in Sydney, Australia, November 26. REUTERS/Loren Elliott

A pitch invader runs onto the pitch wearing a t-shirt with a message saying ‘Respect for Iranian Cattle traders and customers crowd the Al-Manashi livestock market, ahead of the Muslim

Women’ and holding a rainbow flag during the World Cup match between Portugal and Uru- festival of sacrifice Eid al-Adha in Embama district on the outskirts of Giza, Egypt, July 7.
guay in Qatar, November 28. REUTERS/Molly Darlington REUTERS/Amr Abdallah Dalsh

A wounded Ukrainian service-
man is moved in a pre-hospital
medical aid center in Donetsk
region, Ukraine, November 22.
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liber-
ty/Serhii Nuzhnenko

Britain’s Prince William,
and Catherine, Princess
of Wales attend the NBA
game between the Boston
Celtics and Miami Heat at
TD Garden in downtown
Boston, November 30.
REUTERS/Brian Snyder/
Pool
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The Return Of Polio? Hundreds Of People

Could Already Be Infected With Polio Virus
N.Y. Health Department Confirms

First U.S. Polio Case Since 2013

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Dr: Jonas Salk studies slides in his laboratory follow-
ing the invention of his pioneering polio vaccine, circa
1957. (Photo/Three Lions-Hulton Archive-Getty Im-
ages/TNS)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southem
Daily Editor

New York state health officials have found indications
of additional cases of polio virus in wastewater sam-
ples from two different counties, leading them to wam
that hundreds of people may be infected with the po-
tentially serious virus.

Just two weeks ago, the New York Health Department
reported the nation’s first case of polio in almost a de-
cade, in Rockland County, north of New York City.
Officials said that case occurred in a previously healthy
young adult who was unvaccinated and developed
paralysis in their legs. Since then, three positive waste-
water samples from Rockland County and four from
neighboring Orange County were discovered and ge-
netically linked to the first case, the health department
said in a press release on Thursday, suggesting that the
polio virus is being spread within local communities.
The newest samples were taken from two locations in
Orange County in June and July and one location in
Rockland County in July.

“Based on earlier polio outbreaks, New Yorkers
should know that for every one case of paralytic po-
lio observed, there may be hundreds of other people
infected,” State Health Commissioner Dr. Mary T.
Bassett said. “Coupled with the latest wastewater find-
ings, the Department is treating the single case of polio
as just the tip of the iceberg of much greater potential
spread. As we leam more, what we do know is clear:
the danger of polio EptmentmNewYmktoday”

The health department Ieiterated that it is still investi-

gating the virus’ origin, and said that it is not yet clear
whether the infected person in Rockland County was
linked to the other cases.

Polio is “a serious and life-threatening disease,” the
state health department said. It is highly contagious and
can be spread by people who aren’t yet symptomatic.
Symptoms usually appear within 30 days of infection,
and can be mild or flu-like. Some people who are in-
fected may become paralyzed or die.

Before the polio vaccine was introduced in the 1950s,
thousands of Americans died in polio outbreaks and
tens of thousands, many of them children, were left
with paralysis. After a successful vaccination cam-
paign, polio was officially declared eradicated in the
US.in1979.

Unvaccinated New Yorkers are encouraged to get
immunized right away, the health department said.
Unvaccinated people who live, work or spend time
in Rockland County, Orange County and the greater
New York metmpohtan arca are at the greatest risk.
Most school-aged

months of age

and followed by one shot at 4 months, one at 6 to 12
months, and one between the ages of 4 and 6. Accord-
ing to the health department, about 60% of children
in Rockland County have received three polio shots
before their second birthday, as have about 59% in Or-
ange County — both below the 79% statewide figure.
According to the CDC’s most recent childhood vacci-
nation data, about 93% of 2-year-olds in the U.S. had
received at least three doses of polio vaccine.
Meanwhile, adults who are not vaccinated would
receive a three-dose immunization, and those who
are vaccinated but at high risk can receive a lifetime
booster shot, according to the health department. The
vaccine is 99% effective in children who receive the
full four-dose regime, health officials said.
“It is conceming that polio, a disease that has been
largely eradicated through vaccination, is now circulat-
ing in our community, especially given the low rates of
vaccination for this debilitating disease in certain areas
of our County,” Orange County Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Irina Gelman said. “T urge all unvaccinated
Orange County residents to get vaccinated as soon as
medically feasible.”

e 7 ) S e

*“I Rockland County Depart-
) ment of Health Commis-

: sioner Dr. Patricia Schnabel
.. Ruppert issued a similar

statement, calling on people who are not vaccinated to
get the shots “immediately.”
Polio has rarely appeared in the U.S. since it was de-
clared eradicated over 40 years ago. The last reported
case was brought by a traveler in 2013, according to
The Associated Press. (Courtesy cbsnews.com)
Related

Bill Gates Warns That Polio FoundIn

New York Is ‘A Threat To Us AIP

A once-eradicated disease has reemerged in New
York, and it’s spooking health officials and billionaire
philanthropist Bill Gates.
On Aug. 4, New York health authorities announced
they had detected polio in wastewater samples from
two counties north of New York City. Officials called
the results, along with a confirmed case of polio in
New York’s Rockland County in July, the “tip of the
iceberg” for a wider polio outbreak of the disease that
can cause paralysis.

Microsoft cofounder Bill Gates, through the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, has been a vocal advo-
cate for stamping out polio for years.

LEON NEAL—POO/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
Gates—a longtime champion of polio eradication—
weighed in Monday, calling the news an “urgent re-
minder” that “until we #EndPolio for good, it remains
athreat to us all,” on Twitter.

“The global eradication strategy must be fully sup-
ported to protect people everywhere,” wrote Gates, a
Microsoft cofounder and the world’s fifth-richest man
with a net worth of $118 billion.

TWEET

Bill Gates

(@BillGates

News that polio has been detected in New York waste-
water samples is an urgent reminder: until we #End-
Polio for good, it remains a threat to us all. The global
eradication strategy must be fully supported to protect
people everywhere.

Gates tweeted a simi-
Y lar waming about the
 threat of polio in July,
"M after New York health
& authorities announced

the discovery of a
single case of paralytic
polio inanunvaccinat-
ed young adult.
Gates, through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
has been a vocal advocate for eradicating polio for
years. The foundation is one of several partners in the
Polio Global Eradication Initiative (PGEI), alongside
organizations like the World Health Organization, the
US. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and
the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef). The
PGEI hopes to eradicate polio in the wild by 2026.
The Gates Foundation has donated $4.2 billion to
the GPEL and in 2020 alone provided about 47% of

the initiative’s total funds, making it the largest donor
ahead of the U.S. govemment.

Despite new evidence of polio in New York, the
campaign to eradicate the disease has been one of the
world’s most successfull public health initiatives. There
were 350,000 cases of polio in 1988, when the GPEL
was founded. That total has fallen to 688 in 2021. Two
of polio’s three strains have been eradicated.

The World Health Organization considers polio to
be endemic in Pakistan and Afghanistan, meaning
that the poliovirus still exists in the wild. Outbreaks in
other countries are either sparked by imported cases,
or spread by an individual who received the oral polio
vaccine, which uses a weakened, but not inactivated,
poliovirus that can then infect unvaccinated individu-
als.

According to the CDC, many carriers of the poliovi-
1us are asymptomatic, and one in four will get flu-like
symptoms. However, somewhere between one and
five in a thousand cases can suffer from serious and
life-threatening symptoms, like paralysis. Even those
who recover can have symptoms like muscle weak-
ness and paralysis retum years later in a long-lasting
condition known as post-polio syndrome.

Rockland County has some of the lowest overall vac-
cination rates in New York State, including for polio,
with only about 60% of young children getting the re-
quired three doses for full protection. In 2019 the coun-
ty was hit by a severe measles outbreak that forced the
govemnment to remove thousands of unvaccinated
children from schools.

Efforts to fight the COVID-19 pandemic may be di-
verting resources away from public health campaigns
like polio eradication. Global vaccination coverage for
polio fell to 80% in 2021, down from 86% in 2019.
On July 22, Gates called the drop in vaccination rates
“heartbreaking” on Twitter, saying that “there’s a lot
of work ahead to get back to, and eventually exceed,
pre-pandemic vaccination levels.” (Courtesy https:/
fortune.comy)
Related
Strongly Urging Immunization, New York State
Department of Health Updates Citizens On

Polio Samples That Have Been Detected

Key Points
Following the Identification of a Paralytic Polio
Case in Rockland County, More Virus Found in
Environmental Samples in Rockland and Orange
Counties - Evidence of Local Transmission
To Keep New Yorkers and Children Polio-Free,
Unvaccinated New Yorkers Should Get Immu-
nized Right Away
Vaccines became available starting in 1955, and a
national vaccination campaign cut the annual number
of U.S. cases to less than 100 in the 1960s and few-
er than 10 in the 1970s, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. In 1979, polio was
declared eliminated in the U.S., meaning there was no
longer routine spread. Rarely, travelers with polio have
brought infections into the U.S., with the last such case
in2013.
US. children are still routinely vaccinated against
polio. Federal officials recommend four doses: to be
given at 2 months of age; 4 months; at 6 to 18 months;
and at age 4 through 6 years. Some states require only
three doses.
According to the CDC’s most recent childhood vacci-
nation data, about 93% of 2-year-olds had received at
least three doses of polio vaccine.
Polio spreads mostly from person to person or through
contaminated water. It can infect a person’s spinal cord,
causing paralysis and possibly permanent disability
and death. The disease mostly aifeds children.

Dr: Jonas Salk, developer of the Salk polio vaccine,
with vaccine viles in the mid 1950’s.

Polio is endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan, al-
though numerous countries in Aftica, the Middle East
and Asia have also reported cases in recent years.
Rockland County, in New York City’s northem sub-
urbs, has been a center of vaccine resistance in recent
years. A 2018-2019 measles outbreak there infected
312 people.

Last month, health officials in Britain wamed parents
to make sure children have been vaccinated because
the polio virus had been found in London sewage

samples. No cases of paralysis were reported. (Cour-
fesy apa-az)
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Health Officials Say They Are Being Forced To Suspend Their Mass

Immunization Efforts Amid The Surging Coronavirus Pandemic

The World Health Organization
Suspends Polio Immunization
Efforts Due To COVID-19 Crisis

Child receives oral polio immunization.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

LONDON -- Health officials attempting to
eradicate polio say they are being forced
to suspend their mass immunization efforts
amid the surging coronavirus pandemic.
The World Health Organization and partners
decided that for the next six months, all po-
lio activities including national vaccination
campaigns and house-to-house surveillance
“should be suspended to avoid placing com-
munities and frontline workers at unneces-
sary risk.”

The announcement came after a meeting last
week of the Polio Oversight Board, an expert
body coordinated by WHO and partners.
The experts noted that while halting efforts
to stop polio is necessary given the speed at
which COVID-19 is infecting people global-
ly, it will undoubtedly result in the increased
spread of the paralytic disease and the num-
bers of children paralyzed by the virus.

The mass vaccination campaigns — which
occur as frequently as every month — are
critical to stopping polio, as eradication re-
quires that more than 95% of children under
5 be immunized.

The polio epidemic of the 1950’s.
The global effort to wipe out polio began

in 1988 and was intended to eliminate the
disease by 2000. But the initiative has been
hobbled by numerous problems including
resistance to the vaccines, outbreaks in some
instances caused by the vaccines themselves
and little access to conflict areas in Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Nigeria.

It will be up to individual countries to de-
cide whether to suspend their vaccination
campaigns, according to a note released af-
ter the polio meeting. Officials warned that
stopping polio efforts will require scaled-up
work once immunization activities can re-
sume.

Polio is endemic in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan and continues to be a problem in about
10 other countries worldwide. (Courtesy
https://abcnews.go.com/)

Related

Polio, Measles And Other Diseases Set To
Surge As COVID-19 Forces Suspension

Of Vaccination Campaigns

“A devil’s choice.” That’s how Seth Berk-
ley, head of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance,
describes the dilemma facing global health
organizations in the past few weeks. They
could either continue to support mass
vaccination campaigns in poor countries
and risk inadvertently helping to spread
COVID-19—or recommend their suspen-
sion, inevitably triggering an upsurge of
many other infectious diseases. In the end,
they chose the latter. As Science reported last
week, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
on 24 March recommended suspending po-

lio vaccination campaigns until the second
half of the year.

Door-to-door campaigns against Vpolio,
such as this one in Kenya in 2018, could
help spread COVID-19.

I Two days later, the World Health Organiza-
" tion’s (WHO?’s) Strategic Advisory Group of

Experts on Immunization (SAGE) issued a
broader call, recommending that all preven-
tive mass vaccination campaigns for other
diseases be postponed. “Any mass cam-
paigns would go against the idea of social
distancing,” says Alejandro Cravioto of the
National Autonomous University of Mexi-
co’s faculty of medicine, who chairs SAGE.
Related

But experts say the fallout from the wrench-
ing decision will be huge and may last long
after the pandemic subsides. It comes on top
of the damage COVID-19 will do to the frag-
ile health systems in many countries.

Mass vaccination campaigns against a
host of diseases are already grinding to a
halt in many countries. For many children,
these campaigns are the only chance to get
vaccines. Some 13.5 million have already
missed out on vaccinations for polio, mea-
sles, human papillomavirus, yellow fever,
cholera, and meningitis since the suspen-
sions began, Berkley says. “I tell you those

numbers will be much larger than what we
see today.”

In the case of polio, more children will be
paralyzed in countries where polio is still
circulating, and the virus will likely spread
to countries that are now polio-free. The de-
cision couldn’t come at a worse time. The
polio eradication effort is already reeling
from setbacks in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
where the wild virus is surging, and in Afri-
ca, where outbreaks caused by the live polio
vaccine itself are spiraling out of control.
The program will reassess the decision every

2 weeks.

Twenty-three countries have already sus-
pended their measles campaigns, and as a
result, 78 million children will miss out on
the vaccine, says Robb Linkins, a measles
expert in in the Global Immunization Divi-
sion of the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Sixteen other countries
are still deciding. Linkins foresees “tragic”
consequences. In poor countries, the virus
can kill 3% to 6% of those it infects, WHO
says, with malnourished children especially
at risk. Measles infected an estimated 10
million and killed 140,000 in 2018, the last
year for which numbers are complete. And
because measles is incredibly contagious,
case numbers could quickly surge following
the suspensions.

Unlike the polio initiative, SAGE stopped
short of recommending that countries halt
campaigns to quell ongoing measles out-
breaks, but it said they should carefully
weigh the risk of an immediate response
against that of a delayed one. For now, cam-
paigns are continuing in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, where the world’s big-
gest outbreak has so far killed an estimated
6500 children—far more than the ongoing
Ebola outbreak in that country—and sick-
ened more than 340,000.

WHO, GAVI, and other health organizations
stress that routine immunization of individu-
al children at clinics must continue as much

as possible during the coronavirus pandemic.
But health systems in many countries were
already stretched thin, and protective gear
is often lacking. Berkley fears severe dis-
ruptions of routine immunization if health
workers are diverted to COVID-19 or be-
come sick or die, or if parents are afraid to
bring their children to a clinic. Vaccines may
run out as well. Some countries are already
experiencing shortages as flights are ground-

ed and borders close, Berkley says.

Other essential health services will also be
disrupted, says Augustin Augier, executive
director of the Alliance for International
Medical Action. Every year, ALIMA trains
about 500,000 African mothers to diagnose
acute, potentially fatal malnutrition in their
children; those programs have been sus-
pended. The knock-on consequences of the
pandemic “will be much stronger and more
lethal for the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lations,” Augier says.

Across all these programs, the goal is to
regain lost ground quickly once the pan-
demic is over. In the meantime, WHO says,
countries should continue surveillance for
vaccine-preventable diseases to figure out
where pathogens are circulating and which

children are most at risk. But that, too, is a
challenge amid the fear and disruption from
COVID-19.

Berkley sees some hope in the experience
in West Africa after the 2014—15 Ebola out-
break. “There was an unprecedented flow
“We
did campaigns once Ebola was over and

of finance and goodwill,” he says.

strengthened routine immunization. We not
only recovered coverage levels, but exceed-
ed them.” But that epidemic was largely
confined to three countries with a combined
population of fewer than 25 million peo-
ple. This time, the entire world is affected.
(Courtesy https://www.sciencemag.org/)
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