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Dec 13 (Reuters) - In mid-2020, FTX’s chief engineer 
made a secret change to the cryptocurrency exchange’s 
software.

He tweaked the code to exempt Alameda Research, 
a hedge fund owned by FTX founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried, from a feature on the trading platform that 
would have automatically sold off Alameda’s assets if it 
was losing too much borrowed money.

In a note explaining the change, the engineer, Nishad 
Singh, emphasized that FTX should never sell Ala-
meda’s positions. “Be extra careful not to liquidate,” 
Singh wrote in the comment in the platform’s code, 
which it showed he helped author. Reuters reviewed the 
code base, which has not been previously reported.

The exemption allowed Alameda to keep borrowing 
funds from FTX irrespective of the value of the collat-
eral securing those loans. That tweak in the code got the 
attention of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, which charged Bankman-Fried with fraud on 
Tuesday. The SEC said the tweak meant Alameda had a 
“virtually unlimited line of credit.” Furthermore, the bil-
lions of dollars that FTX secretly lent to Alameda over 
the next two years didn’t come from its own reserves, 
but rather were other FTX customers’ deposits, the SEC 
said.

The SEC and a spokesperson for Bankman-Fried de-
clined to comment for this story. Singh did not respond 
to several requests for comment.

U.S. charges FTX founder with fraud, illegal campaign 
contributions
Microsoft says it offered to agree to FTC consent decree 
on ‘Call of Duty’ games
Binance withdrawals hit $1.9 bln in 24 hours, data firm 
says
Google asks court to toss out federal antitrust lawsuit
The regulator, which called the exchange “a house of 
cards,” alleged Bankman-Fried concealed that FTX 
diverted customer funds to Alameda in order to make 
undisclosed venture investments, luxury real estate 
purchases, and political donations. U.S. prosecutors and 
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission also filed 
separate criminal and civil charges, respectively.

The complaints – along with previously unreported FTX 
documents seen by Reuters and three people familiar 
with the crypto exchange – provide new insights into 
how Bankman-Fried dipped into customer funds and 
spent billions more than FTX was making without the 
knowledge of investors, its customers and most employ-
ees.

Police in the Bahamas, where FTX was based, arrested 
Bankman-Fried on Monday evening, capping a stunning 
fall from grace for the 30-year-old former billionaire. 
His company collapsed in November after users rushed 
to withdraw deposits and investors shunned his requests 
for more financing. FTX declared bankruptcy on Nov. 

11 and Bankman-Fried resigned as chief executive.

Bankman-Fried has apologized to customers, but said 
he didn’t personally think he had any criminal liability.

The auto-liquidation exemption written into FTX code 
allowed Alameda to continually increase its line of 
credit until it “grew to tens of billions of dollars and 
effectively became limitless,” the SEC complaint said. 
It was one of two ways that Bankman-Fried diverted 
customer funds to Alameda.

The other was a mechanism whereby FTX customers 
deposited over $8 billion in traditional currency into 
bank accounts secretly controlled by Alameda. These 
deposits were reflected in an internal account on FTX 
that was not tied to Alameda, which concealed its 
liability, the complaint said.

“SAFE, TESTED AND CONSERVATIVE”
As Bankman-Fried grew FTX into one of the world’s 
largest crypto exchanges, consumer protection was a 
central tenet of his pitch for crypto regulation in the 
United States. Bankman-Fried stressed this theme in 
countless statements to customers, investors, regula-
tors and lawmakers. FTX’s auto-liquidation software 
would protect everyone, he explained.

In congressional testimony on May 12, he called 
FTX’s software “safe, tested and conservative.”

“By quickly unwinding the riskiest, most undercollat-
eralized positions, the risk engine prevents build-up 
of credit risk that could otherwise cascade beyond 
the platform, resulting in contagion,” Bankman-Fried 
testified.

He did not tell lawmakers about the software changeto 

exempt Alameda. Indeed, he told investors that 
Alameda received no preferential treatment 
from FTX, the SEC complaint said.

Bankman-Fried had directed subordinates to 
update the software in mid-2020 to enable 
Alameda to maintain a negative balance on 
its account, the SEC complaint said. No other 
customer account at Alameda was allowed to 
do so, the complaint added. This would allow 
Alameda to keep borrowing more FTX funds 
without the need to provide more collateral.

In software tweaks made in August 2020, 
Alameda was designated as the “Primary 
Market Maker” or “PMM,” according to a 
Reuters review of its codebase. Market makers 
are dealers who enable trading in an asset by 
standing ready to buy and sell it.

To explain the change, Singh, the chief en-
gineer, inserted a comment into the code: 
“Alameda would be liquidating, prevented.” 
He included a warning “not to liquidate the 
PMM.”

Only 
Singh, 
Bank-

man-Fried and a few other top FTX and Ala-
meda executives knew about the exemption in 
the code, according to three former executives 
briefed on the matter. A digital dashboard used 
by staff to track FTX customer assets and 
liabilities was programmed so it would not 
take into account that Alameda had withdrawn 
the client funds, according to two of the people 
and a screenshot of the portal that Reuters has 
previously reported.

Bankman-Fried’s house of cards “began to 
crumble” in May 2022, the SEC complaint 
said.

As the value of crypto tokens plummeted that 

[1/3] U.S. attorney Damian Williams 
speaks to the media regarding the in-
dictment of Samuel Bankman-Fried the 
founder of failed crypto exchange FTX in 
New York City, U.S., December 13, 2022. 
REUTERS/David ‘Dee’ Delgado
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Norwegian Consul General Will Return Home SoonNorwegian Consul General Will Return Home Soon
Last weekend we attended the farewell party of
Norwegian Consul General, Dr. Hilde Janne
Skorpen. She sadly told the members of the
Houston Consular Corps that the consulate
would close at the end of the year. She said that
she would also leave the office and return home.
She especially thanked everyone for their
support and love in the last three years.

The Dean of the Consular Corps, Ambassador
Rodolfo Coronado Molina, Consul General of
Peru, represented all of us in praising her
contribution in promoting cooperation between
Norway and Texas.

I met Dr. Skorpen two years ago when we
attended the Mayor's Consular Ball for the first
time when I had just become the Honorary
Consul of Guinea. She was so nice and
introduced me to the other consuls at the party.
We told her Norway is such beautiful country.
We visited there five years ago. They are one of
the richest countries in the world and it has been
selected as the happiest nation in the world.

In this changing world, Norway is a small
country, but it constantly participates actively in
international affairs. We believe that Dr. Skorpen
will continue to participate in diplomatic activities.

I told the Dean that we would like to host a
farewell party for her before she leaves Houston.

Editor’s Choice

Submerged statues are seen in a flooded street in Alges, Oeiras, Portugal. 
REUTERS/Pedro Nunes

A police officer fires a shotgun as supporters of Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro protest after 
supreme court justice Alexandre de Moraes ordered a temporary arrest warrant of indigenous 
leader Jose Acacio Serere Xavante for alleged anti-democratic acts, in Brasilia, Brazil. REU-
TERS/Ueslei Marcelino

Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp celebrates after the Liverpool v Newcastle United Premier 
League match, Anfield, Liverpool, Britain. REUTERS/Phil Noble

A woman struggles with a riot 
police officer during a protest 
demanding the dissolution of 
Congress and to hold democrat-
ic elections rather than recog-
nize Dina Boluarte as Peru’s 
President, after the ousting of 
Peruvian President Pedro Cas-
tillo, in Lima, Peru. REUTERS/
Sebastian Castaneda

An interior view of the 
prison building which 
was damaged by shelling 
in July in the course of 
Ukraine-Russia conflict, in 
the settlement of Olenivka 
in the Donetsk Region, 
Ukraine, in this picture 
taken during a media tour 
organized by the Russian 
Defence Ministry. REU-
TERS/Alexander Ermo-
chenko

Members of U.S. President Joe 
Biden’s security detail stand by 
as President Biden pretends to 
ride a bike while arriving for 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
Toys for Tots event at Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall in Arling-
ton, Virginia. REUTERS/Kevin 
Lamarque
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Activists and immigrants with temporary protected status march toward the 
White House on Feb. 23, 2021, in Washington, D.C., in a call for Congress and 
the Biden administration to pass immigration reform legislation. 
The Biden administration on Thursday said it would 
extend the deportation protections and work permits 
of an estimated 337,000 immigrants from El Sal-
vador, Nicaragua, Nepal and Honduras through the 
summer of 2024, preempting a court decision that 
could have led to their legal status expiring next year.
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said 
in a notice that it will allow immigrants from these 
countries to continue living and working in the U.S. 
legally under the Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
policy until at least June 2024. Created in 1990, TPS 
is a deportation relief program the U.S. can extend to 
nationals of countries beset by armed conflict, natu-
ral disasters or other humanitarian crises.
Thursday’s announcement comes two weeks after 
court negotiations between the Biden administration 
and lawyers representing TPS holders broke down, 
paving the way for the Trump administration’s de-
cision to terminate the legal status of hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants enrolled in the program to 
take effect.

But in its notice on Thursday, DHS said immigrants 
from El Salvador, Nicaragua, Nepal and Honduras 
would get to keep their work permits and deportation 
protections at least 365 days after the department is 
allowed to end the TPS programs in question, or until 

June 30, 2024 — whichever date comes later.
The June 30, 2024, extension also applies to cer-
tain Haitian and Sudanese immigrants, but they 
are also eligible to apply for work permits and 
deportation protections under expansions of TPS 
programs for Haiti and Sudan announced by the 
Biden administration that are not affected by the 
litigation in federal court.
“DHS is well aware of the importance of Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) in providing sta-
bility to people’s lives,” a DHS spokesperson 
said in a statement to CBS News on Thursday.                                                                                                                                        
As of the end of 2021, 241,699 Salvadorans, 
76,737 Hondurans, 14,556 Nepalis and 4,250 
Nicaraguans were enrolled in the TPS program, 
according to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) data.
TPS allows beneficiaries to live and work in the 
country without fear of deportation, but it does not 
provide them a path to permanent residency or 
citizenship. Those who lose their TPS protections 
could become eligible for deportation, unless they 
apply for, and are granted, another immigration 
benefit.

As part of its immigration crackdown, the Trump 

administration tried to terminate TPS programs 
for hundreds of thousands of immigrants from El 
Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Sudan, Honduras and 
Nepal. But those terminations were blocked in 
federal courts by lawsuits that argued the termina-
tions were rooted in racial animus and not properly 
justified 
In September 2020, however, the 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals gave the Trump administration the 
greenlight to end the TPS programs, saying courts 
could not review DHS decisions related to the 
policy. The ruling, however, did not take effect, be-
cause attorneys representing the TPS holders asked 
the court to consider rehearing the case “en banc,” 
or with all active judges participating.                                                                                                
The Biden administration, which pledged to pre-
vent the deportation of TPS holders to “unsafe” 
countries, entered into court negotiations to try to 
settle the litigation over the Trump-era termination 
decisions. It also formally extended the TPS pro-
grams for immigrants from Haiti and Sudan.
After a year of court negotiations, attorneys for 
TPS holders announced on Oct. 26 that they had 
failed to reach a settlement with the Biden admin-
istration. Both parties are now waiting for the 9th 
Circuit to decide whether it will grant or deny the 
request to rehear the case.
If the request is denied, the 9th Circuit’s ruling 
from September 2020 will become binding, unless 
the Supreme Court intervenes.

Ahilan Arulanantham, one of the attorneys repre-
senting TPS holders in the litigation, said Thurs-
day’s announcement was an “important victory.” 
But he called it an “interim one.”
“Despite today’s extension, the Biden administra-
tion is still defending Trump’s racist TPS termi-
nation decisions in court, which unless the Biden 
administration acts, will remain on the books,” said 
Arulanantham, the co-director of the Center for 
Immigration Law and Policy at the UCLA School 
of Law.
Arulanantham called on the Biden administration 
to create new TPS programs for El Salvador, Nic-
aragua, Nepal and Honduras, just like it has done 
for Haiti and Sudan.
Democratic lawmakers have advocated for TPS 
holders to be allowed to apply for permanent resi-
dency as part of a proposal to legalize unauthorized 
immigrants who have lived in the U.S. for years. 
Many TPS holders have lived in the country for 
over two decades. The TPS program for El Salva-
dor, for example, began in 2001.
But congressional Democrats and Republicans 
have not been able to forge an agreement on immi-
gration for decades, and GOP lawmakers have in-

creasingly opposed creating legalization programs, 
absent changes to U.S. border policy. (Courtesy 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/)
Related
Venezuelan Migration To The U.S. Border De-
creased In October, But Overall Migrant Ar-

rivals Remained High
Washington, DC — Recently announced U.S. 
immigration policies led to a significant reduc-
tion in Venezuelan migration to the U.S.-Mexico 
border in Oct., but overall migrant apprehensions 
remained high, propelled by the arrival of tens of 
thousands of Cubans and Nicaraguans, federal sta-
tistics released late Monday show.
U.S. immigration officials encountered migrants 
230,678 times along the southern border last 
month, a 1.9% increase from September, accord-
ing to the Customs and Border Protection data. 
Roughly 19% of those encounters involved repeat 
crossings by migrants who had been previously 
processed by U.S. border agents.
Border Patrol recorded 204,273 apprehensions of 
migrants who entered the U.S. illegally, a slight 
decrease from Sept., while the Office of Field Op-
erations, another CBP agency, processed 26,405 
migrants at official ports of entry, where the Biden 
administration has been admitting certain asy-
lum-seekers.

Venezuelan migrants were processed 22,044 times 
in Oct., a 35% decrease from the record high of 
33,804 reported the previous month. The drop 
comes after the U.S. on Oct. 12 began expelling 
Venezuelans to Mexico under a public health order 
known as Title 42. The Biden administration also 
launched a program to allow up to 24,000 Vene-
zuelans to enter the U.S. legally if they have U.S.-
based financial sponsors.
But the drop in Venezuelan migration was offset 
by the arrival of 28,848 Cubans and 20,917 Nica-
raguans, a monthly record for the latter nationality. 
Mexico has generally not allowed the U.S. to expel 
Cubans or Nicaraguans to its territory, prompting 
U.S. officials to allow most of them to seek asylum 
inside the country, since Cuba and Nicaragua do 
not accept regular U.S. expulsion flights.  
Troy Miller, who was named acting CBP com-
missioner last weekend following the resignation 
of Chris Magnus, said migration from Cuba and 
Nicaragua continued to be at a “historic high” due 
to political and economic turmoil in both countries, 
which are ruled by repressive regimes.
“This reflects the challenge that is gripping the 
hemisphere, as displaced populations flee authori-
tarianism, corruption, violence, and poverty,” Mill-
er said in his statement.

The tally of unique migrants from Cuba, Nicara-
gua and Venezuela in Oct. collectively exceeded 
the number of migrants from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador taken into U.S. border 
custody, continuing an unprecedented demograph-
ic shift that the U.S. has struggled to respond to, 
according to CBP calculations.
The U.S. carried out over 78,000 migrant expul-
sions in Oct. — including 5,855 expulsions of Ven-
ezuleans. Those expelled under Title 42 are barred 
from seeking asylum, which U.S. law allows mi-
grants to request if they are on U.S. soil, regardless 
of whether they entered the country unlawfully.
Migrants who are not expelled under Title 42 are 
processed under U.S. immigration law. Generally, 
that means they are transferred by Border Patrol to 
another agency, released with instructions to see a 
judge or an immigration office or processed under 
a fast-track deportation process known as expedit-
ed removal.
While the U.S. struggles to expel many migrants 
who are not from Mexico or Central America 
because of diplomatic and logistical reasons, the 
Biden administration has exempted several groups 
from Title 42, including unaccompanied children 
and asylum-seekers identified as vulnerable. 

The numbers released Monday show the mi-
gration wave to the U.S.-Mexico border during 
President Biden’s administration continues to defy 
pre-pandemic seasonal patterns, during which mi-
grant arrivals peaked in the spring and declined in 
the hot summer months and the fall.
The statistics also suggest that migrant encounters 
along the southern border will continue to resem-
ble, or perhaps surpass, the record levels reported 
in fiscal year 2022, when U.S. immigration of-
ficials encountered migrants nearly 2.4 million 
times, an all-time high. (Courtesy https://www.
cbsnews.com/news/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. Extends Temporary Legal            
Status Of 337,000 Immigrants 

Through 2024 Amid Court Battle
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Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier 
Becerra answers questions during a Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee hearing 
to discuss reopening schools during the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) at Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C., September 30, 2021. (Photo Greg Nash | Pool 
| Reuters)

Key Points
HHS did not alert states of any intent to lift the public 
health emergency by a Friday notification deadline, 
which means it will remain place at least through mid 

January.
The public health emergency, first declared in Janu-
ary 2020 and renewed every 90 days since, has had a 

vast impact on the U.S. health-care system.
The declaration has dramatically expanded public 
health insurance through Medicaid and the Chil-

dren’s Health Insurance Program.
The U.S. Covid public health emergency will remain in 
place past Jan. 11 after the federal government did not 
notify states or health-care provides on Friday of any 
intent to lift the declaration.
Health and Human Services Secretary Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra has promised to give stakeholders 60 days 
notice before lifting the emergency declaration so they 
can prepare for a return to normal operations. In Octo-
ber, HHS extended the public health emergency until 
Jan. 11.
HHS did not provide a 60-day notice on Friday, which 
was the deadline to alert states and health-care providers 
if the federal government planned to lift the declaration 
on Jan. 11, according to a Health and Human Services 
spokesperson. Since HHS did not provide notification, 
the emergency will remain in place for at least another 
60 days until mid January.
Public health officials are expecting another Covid surge 
this winter as people gather more indoors where the vi-
rus spreads easier. The future also remains uncertain as 
more immune evasive omicron subvariants become 
dominant in the U.S.

How the U.S. fares against 
Covid this fall and winter will 
help determine whether the 
emergency needs to be re-

newed again moving forward, Becerra told reporters 
in October.
The public health emergency, first declared in Janu-
ary 2020 and renewed every 90 days since, has had a 
vast impact on the U.S. health-care system. The dec-
laration has dramatically expanded public health in-
surance through Medicaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program. Enrollment in these programs in-
creased 26% during the pandemic to a record of more 
than 89 million people as of June.
HHS has estimated that as many as 15 million people 
could lose Medicaid or CHIP once the programs re-
turn to normal operations.
The emergency declaration has also given hospitals 
and other health-care providers more flexibility in 
how they operate. (Courtesy https://www.cnbc.com/)
Related

U.S. Flu Epidemic Is Official
The U.S. is officially in a flu epidemic, federal 
health officials say. Preparations Underway 
to deploy troops and ventilators if necessary

The U.S. has “crossed the epidemic threshold” 
when it comes to flu, federal health officials said 
Friday, as they outlined plans to deploy troops 
and FEMA personnel, and supplies like ventila-
tors, if needed, in response to a nationwide surge 
of respiratory illnesses that also includes RSV and 
COVID.
U.S. flu hospitalizations are higher now than they’ve 
been at this point in every other flu season since 2010-
2011, officials with the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said on a press call. The country 
is seeing a resurgence of non-COVID respiratory ill-
nesses like flu, RSV, rhinovirus, and enterovirus, with 
background levels of COVID, according to Dr. José 
Romero, director of the National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Diseases.
Federal officials are monitoring hospital capacity 
throughout the U.S. and are “standing by to deploy 
additional personnel and supplies as needed,” Dawn 
O’Connell, assistant secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ Administration for Stra-
tegic Preparedness and Response, said on the call. 

If a state or jurisdiction exceeds its ability to care for 
patients, a team from the National Disaster Medi-
cal System may be deployed, she said, adding that 
response might also include personnel from the 
Department of Defense and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, or FEMA. If extra supplies like 
ventilators or personal protective equipment are need-
ed, they’re available upon request from the Strategic 
National Stockpile, she added. No states had request-
ed this level of support as of Friday.
Flu causing more severe illness in the young, elderly
Federal health officials on Friday painted a picture 
of some respiratory illnesses like flu surging in some 
areas of the country, with other areas seeing peaks of 
RSV, or respiratory syncytial virus infection. Cases of 
COVID and flu-like illnesses are occurring all areas, 
they said.

RSV is a common virus that hospitalizes thousands 
of infants and young children each year, though it can 
also pose a risk to the elderly. Symptoms can range 
from mild cold-like ailments like sneezing, sore throat, 
fever, and stuffy nose to pneumonia, which can prove 
fatal. Patients can quickly take a turn for the worst.
In the Southeast U.S., nearly 20% of flu tests sent to a 
lab are returning positive—most of them for influenza 
A, which appears to be more severe in children and 
the elderly. In the Mid-Atlantic and Midwest regions, 
an early flu season is also causing severe illness in 
those age groups, according to Romero. The second 
influenza-related pediatric death of the season was 
recently reported, he added.
But flu isn’t the country’s only problem when it 
comes to respiratory illnesses, nor is COVID. Eight 
out of 10 regions of the country are seeing levels of 
RSV “significantly higher than those seen at the same 
time in previous years.” And levels of “influenza-like” 
illness, defined as a fever with cold-like symptoms or 
sore throat, are also high for the time of year, Romero 
added.

An alert to health care providers throughout the U.S. 
will soon be issued, detailing best practices regarding 
testing and treatment for, and prevention of, the vari-
ety of respiratory illnesses being seen en masse so ear-
ly this season, he said. He advised parents of children 
who have trouble breathing, who appear to be blue, 
who are experiencing chest or muscle pain, who are 
dehydrated (no urine for eight hours is one sign), and/
or who are not alert or interactive when awake to seek 
immediate medical attention.
O’Connell encouraged all Americans to cover their 
coughs. And she encouraged those at high risk for ill-
ness—like infants and young children, those 65 and 
older, pregnant individuals, and those with certain 
chronic health conditions—to stay away from people 
who are sick and wash their hands frequently, or use 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

“People may choose to wear a well-fitting mask as an 
added precaution,” she added. She also plugged anti-
virals like Tamiflu for flu and Paxlovid for COVID, 
though she emphasized that they must be taken short-
ly after symptom onset if they’re going to blunt the 
impact of an infection.

California’s Orange County is overwhelmed—
and it’s not alone

Earlier this week California’s Orange County de-
clared a health emergency due to an overwhelming 
surge in respiratory illness that’s pushing pediatric 
hospitals to their limits.
Sky-high numbers of young patients are seeking 
emergency-room care in area children’s hospitals for 
RSV, the flu, flu-like illnesses, and, to a lesser extent, 
COVID, the OC Health Care Agency said Monday. 
The emergency declaration allows the county to re-
ceive help from the state and federal governments, 
and to seek aid from nearby counties.

Children’s Hospital of Orange County is seeing up-
wards of 400 children in its emergency department 
daily—a record high—and is using all available space 
to meet demands. It has activated a command center 
within the hospital to manage the high patient load, 
a spokesperson told Fortune in a Tuesday statement.

Southern California is far from alone, with pediatric 
hospitals all across North America experiencing sim-
ilar struggles—and some even considering outdoor 
tents to house patients and calling in the National 
Guard for help. The vast majority—around 75% —of 
U.S. children’s hospital beds are currently full, ac-
cording to NBC News. To the north, Canada is seeing 
similar issues, with some pediatric hospitals canceling 
surgeries, according to media reports. Children’s Hos-
pital of Eastern Ontario, a pediatric hospital in Otta-
wa, was at 130% capacity for intensive care beds and 
134% capacity for inpatient beds, respectively, last 
week, a Canadian TV outlet reported.

Fortune has repeatedly reached out to HHS over the 
past week and a half, inquiring as to the number of pe-
diatric hospital beds occupied in the U.S., but has not 
received a response. But anecdotally, the figure has a 
ring of truth, Dr. Anita Patel, a critical care doctor at 
Children’s National hospital in Washington, D.C., told 
Fortune on Tuesday. Patel is in contact with other East 
Coast pediatric hospitals, “and almost every single 
major one” is nearly full, she said.
Children’s National has been operating close to capac-
ity for over a month. It’s formed an additional team of 
high-level ICU doctors to care for children who need 
ICU admission, but who must stay in the emergency 
room until a bed opens up, according to Patel.
The surge in pediatric patients was initially fueled 
by the common cold, but RSV quickly surpassed it. 
While levels of RSV have since plateaued, “the flu 
is really on a rapid rise in our region,” she said, add-
ing that her hospital hasn’t recently seen a significant 
number of patients with COVID or other coronavirus-
es that can cause respiratory illness.

“I can honestly say that, unfortunately, with both RSV 
and the flu, we have had kids that needed to be intu-
bated or have breathing tubes to help get through viral 
illness,” she said.
“I’ve been a practicing ICU doctor for a decade now, 
and I think I can safely say this is one of the worst 
surges I’ve ever seen.”
Doctors and public health officials have been keep-
ing a close eye on the U.S. flu season this fall out of 
concern that the virus will strike early and hit children 
particularly hard, as it did in Australia this spring. 
While hospitalizations and deaths were nothing un-
usual there, cases of flu peaked earlier and higher. And 
children and teens, who usually fare well with the flu, 
bore the brunt. The majority of reported flu cases were 
among young people ages 0–14, according to an Oct. 
9 report from the Australian government. (Courtesy 
https://fortune.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Covid Public Health Emergency
 And Flu Outbreak Attack The Nation

U.S. Will Keep Covid Public 
Health Emergency In Place                
Until At Least Mid January
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