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Huge Berlin aquarium bursts, spilling 
1,500 fish onto road
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BERLIN, Dec 16 (Reuters) - A huge aquarium 
in Berlin burst early on Friday, spilling 1 mil-
lion litres (264,172 gallons) of water, around 
1,500 exotic fish and debris onto a major road 
in the busy Mitte district, emergency services 
said.

Around 100 emergency responders rushed 
to the site, a leisure complex that houses a 
Radisson hotel and a museum as well as what 
Sea Life Berlin said was the world’s largest 
freestanding cylindrical aquarium at 14 metres 
(46ft) in height.

“It felt like an earthquake” said Naz Masraff, 
who had been staying at the hotel.

Another hotel guest, Sandra Weeser, spoke of 
chaos.

“The whole aquarium burst and what’s left is 
total devastation. Lots of dead fish, debris,” 
she told Reuters.

The 1,500 fish from the aquarium died, said 
a spokesperson for Union Investment, which 
manages the real estate fund that owns the 
property.

Efforts are underway to rescue fish from several small-
er tanks that were near the AquaDom and that escaped 
destruction but have been subjected to power cuts in the 
building, he said.

Residential fire near French city Lyon kills 10, including 
children
EU defence agency chief: Europe cannot rely on U.S. 
alone as shield
Explainer: When are attacks on civilian infrastructure 
war crimes?
Kremlin says Russia will draw up response to latest EU 
sanctions
ECB fines Spain’s Abanca for delay in reporting cyber 
hack
A spokesperson for the fire brigade told Reuters it was 
still unclear what had caused the AquaDom aquarium to 
burst.

TRAGEDY AVERTED?
Aquarium accident at a hotel in Berlin

Emergency services work on a street outside a hotel after 
a burst and leak of the AquaDom aquarium in central 
Berlin near Alexanderplatz, with water poured out onto 
the street, in Berlin, Germany, December 16, 2022. REU-
TERS/Michele Tantussi

It was fortunate that the accident happened so early in 
the morning, when there was hardly anybody in the 
immediate vicinity, Berlin mayor Franziska Giffey was 
quoted as saying.

“If this hadn’t happened at 5.45 am but even just one 
hour later, then we would probably have had terrible 
human loss to report,” broadcaster RBB cited Giffey as 
saying.
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Two people, including a hotel employee, were injured 
by splinters of glass, and emergency services asked 
around 350 hotel guests to pack their belongings and 
leave amid concerns that there could be structural 
damage.

Buses were sent to provide shelter for the hotel guests, 
police said, as outside temperatures in Berlin in the 
morning hovered around -7 degrees Celsius (19.4°F).

Radisson told its Radisson Rewards loyalty club 

members in an e-mail that the Radisson Collection 
Hotel Berlin was closed until further notice.

Sea Life Berlin said in a statement its team was 
shocked by the incident and was trying to obtain 
more information from the owners of the Aqua-
Dom about what had caused the incident.

The company, which had offered glass elevator 
rides through the AquaDom aquarium, said it 
would also remain closed until further notice.

Emergency services shut a major road next to the 
complex that leads from Alexanderplatz toward 
the Brandenburg Gate due to the large volume of 
water that had flooded out of the building.

The aquarium was last refurbished in 2020, ac-
cording to the website of the DomAquaree com-
plex. During the upgrading work, all the water was 
drained from the tank and the fish were moved to 
aquariums in the basement of the building, where 
there is a breeding care facility for the fish, it said.

[1/7] Emergency services work on a street outside a hotel after a burst and leak of the AquaDom 
aquarium in central Berlin near Alexanderplatz, with water poured out onto the street, in Berlin, 
Germany, December 16, 2022. REUTERS/Michele Tantussi
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U.S. Lawmakers Are Trying To Ban TikTokU.S. Lawmakers Are Trying To Ban TikTok
The U.S. Senate unanimously approved a bill that would
ban the widely popular social media app TikTok from
devices issued by federal agencies.

The video app owned by the Chinese company
ByteDance has risen to wide popularity since 2016. Its
widespread usage across the nation has alarmed the
federal government on security issues.

But while legislators are working on limiting the use of
TikTok, it is very difficult to get users to stop using the
app.

The social environment today is changing very rapidly.
The lifestyles of people also have changed. People are
asking for faster and more information and also want
more online platforms to get to know more people.
TikTok is a very successful app that one out of every
four people in America is using.

We don’t want the government to totally ban TikTok,
but we also advise elected officials to not vote against it.
Otherwise, the people will vote against them.
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Editor’s Choice

President John F. Kennedy (C), first lady Jacqueline Kennedy (R) and Texas 
Governor John Connally (L) and his wife are pictured riding in the presiden-
tial motorcade moments before Kennedy was shot. REUTERS/Victor Hugo 
King/Library of Congress/Handout

President John F. Kennedy and first lady Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy arrive at Love Field in Dal-
las, Texas less than an hour before his assassination, November 22, 1963. JFK Library/The White 
House/Cecil Stoughton/File Photo via REUTERS

People march from Parliament Hill during Canada’s first National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation in Ottawa, Ontario, REUTERS/Blair Gable

A view shows a residential 
building destroyed during the 
Ukraine-Russia conflict in the 
town of Popasna in the Luhansk 
Region, Ukraine 2022. REU-
TERS/Alexander Ermochenko

Children run holding flags 
during a candlelight vigil on 
Canada’s first National Day 
for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion at Chiefswood Park in 
Ohsweken, Ontario, Canada 
REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

President John F. Kennedy 
reaches out to the crowd gath-
ered at the Hotel Texas Parking 
Lot Rally in Fort Worth, Texas, 
November 22, 1963. REUTERS/
Cecil Stoughton/The White 
House/John F. Kennedy Presi-
dential Library



Yellow heart pierced by bullets on a blue back-
ground with inscription in Ukrainian and Pol-
ish - “Ukraine is fighting” - is seen in Gdansk,                                                         
Poland on 6 March 2022 The mural was created 
to support Ukrainian people during the Russian 
war against Ukraine. Michal Fludra | Nurphoto 
Getty Images

Poznan, Poland

A mural by graffiti artist KAWU depicting 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy as 
Harry Potter with Z on his forehead (instead                                                           
of lightning bolt) symbolising Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine is seen in  Poznan, Poland March 9, 2022. 
Piotr Skornicki | Reuters

Kyiv, Ukraine

Kyiv, a mural against Putin in the city cen-
ter, the inscription reads: Ukraine 5: Putin 
0. Nicola Marfisi | Universal Images Group |                                                              
Getty Images

Young people ride their e-scooters past a ‘stop 

the war’ poster in central Kyiv on May 19, 
2022 in Kyiv, Ukraine. Christopher Furlong |                                                         
Getty Images

Ukrainian soldiers take pictures of a mural titled 
‘Saint Javelin’ dedicated to the British porta-
ble surface-to-air missile has been unveiled on 
the side of a Kyiv apartment block on May 25, 
2022  in Kyiv, Ukraine. The artwork by illustra-
tor and artist Chris Shaw is in reference to the 
Javelin missile donated to Ukrainian troops to                                                                            
battle against the Russian invasion. Christopher 
Furlong | Getty Images

People take pictures of a sculpture depicting 
the President of Russia Vladimir Putin called 
“Shoot yourself” in the centre of Kyiv. Sergei                                                 
Chuzavkov | Lightrocket | Getty Images

Lviv, Ukraine

A woman sits in front of a graffiti tribute to the 
Ukrainian Military and their ongoing war with 
Russia. Joe M O’Brien | Lightrocket |  Getty Images

Berlin, Germany

A cyclist passes by a part of the Berlin Wall dec-

orated with a graffiti of a Ukrainian flag colored 
Peace symbol, expressing solidarity with Ukraine 
at Potsdamer Platz on May 4, 2022 in Berlin, Ger-
many. Omer Messinger | Getty Images

Vilnius, Lithuania

VILNIUS, LITHUANIA - APRIL 26: Street 
art paintings which supports Ukraine on April 
26, 2022 in Vilnius, Lithuania. Russia  invaded 
neighbouring Ukraine on February 24, 2022, 
and has been met with worldwide condemnation 
in the form of rallies, protests and peace march-
es taking place in cities across the globe. Paulius                                                                
Peleckis | \Getty Images

Dublin, Ireland

People pass a mural of President of Ukraine Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, by the artist Aches, in central 
Dublin. Picture date: Monday April 4, 2022. Niall                                                
Carson | Pa Images | Getty Images

Edinburgh, Scotland

New street art which has appeared in Leith, Edin-
burgh, in response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
The mural features a Nightingale, the official na-
tional bird of Ukraine, against the country’s flag. 
Picture date: Tuesday April 5, 2022. Jane Barlow | 
Pa Images | Getty Images

Bristol, U.K.

Artwork of Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy being portrayed  as Superman is seen on a 

wall of a shop, on May 15, 2022 in Bristol, England.                                                        
Matt Cardy | Getty Images

Cardiff, Wales

A resident looks at new street art mural has 
appeared in Cardiff depicting Ukraine’s capital 
Kyiv under siege on March 01, 2022  in Cardiff, 
Wales. Huw Fairclough | Getty Images

London

A drawing describing the Russia-Ukraine war 
on the floor at  Trafalgar Square. Demonstra-
tions in support of Ukraine have been ongo-
ing on an everyday basis in London since the 
Russia- Ukraine War started on 24th February 
2022. Hesther Ng | Lightrocket Getty Images

Stop the War and the pro Russian ‘Z’ with a 
cross through it, solidarity  with Ukraine graf-
fiti in Shoreditch, London. Matthew Chattle | 
Future Publishing | Getty Images

Krakow, Poland
A mural depicting Ukrainian president Volody-
myr Zelenskyy and ‘Glory to Ukraine’ slogan 
written in Polish is seen in Krakow, Poland                                                                   
on 22 March, 2022. Beata Zawrzel | Nurphoto 
| Getty Images

Nairobi, Kenya

An artist showing a protest symbol power 
sign by a street mural created by a group of 
Artists from Maasai Mbili depicting Kibera’s                                                                            
love for Ukraine a midst the war. Donwilson 
Odhiambo | Sopa Images |  Getty Images

A girl poses by a street mural created by a 
group of Artists from Maasai Mbili depicting 
a sign of love from Kibera to Ukraine a midst 
the war. Donwilson Odhiambo | Lightrocket 
| Getty Images

Los Angeles

A street stencil by artist 1GoodHombre depicts 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
gripping submachine guns as a person walks                                                                       
past on Melrose Avenue on March 30, 2022 in 
Los Angeles, California.   Mario Tama | Getty 
Images

A woman walks past the ‘To Ukraine With 
Love’ mural by artists Corie Mattie and Ju-
liano Trindade depicting Russian President                                                                  
Vladimir Putin on March 14, 2022 in Los An-
geles, California. Mario Tama | Getty Images
(Courtesy https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/30)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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 “Make Art, Not War!”
Artists Around The World Leave 

Their Mark In Support Of Ukraine
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Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine

Street artist Denys Antiukov and his assistant 
Hanna work on a mural inspired by the Russian 
Warship, Go F... Yourself! postage stamp in the 
Khortytskyi district of Zaporizhzhia, southeastern 
Ukraine. (Photo/Albert Koshelev | Future Publish-
ing | Getty Images)

Key Point
Since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, artists 
around the  world have created poignant murals 
to support Ukraine. We share here how artists 
have depicted the war across the globe.

Belgrade, Serbia

A person walks next to a mural of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir  Putin, which has been vandalised 
with red spray paint and the  word “War” written 
instead of the original text reading: “Brother”, fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in Belgrade,                                                            
Serbia, April 29, 2022. Marko Djurica | Reuters

Paris

Fresco murals by French street artists Kelu Abstract 
and Jeff   Aerosol are displayed on the wall of a Pa-
risian building on  March 14, 2022 in Paris, France. 
Chesnot | Getty Images

A fresco mural by French street artist Julien Malland 

aka Seth  Globepainter is displayed on the wall of a 
Parisian building on  March 14, 2022 in Paris, France. 
Chesnot | Getty Images

A man takes a picture of a fresco mural by French 
street artist Sara Chelou displayed on “The walls of 
peace” on March 28, 2022  in Paris France. Chesnot 
| Getty Image

A man takes a picture of a fresco mural by French 
street artist  Eric Ze King aka EZK displayed on “The 
walls of peace” on  March 28, 2022 in Paris France. 
Chesnot | Getty Images

French street artist and painter Christian Guemy (R) 
known as C215 poses in front of his fresco depicting 
a Ukrainian young girl with a quote attributed to 
Ukrainian President Volodymir Zelensky: “I really 
don’t want my photos in your offices, because I am 
neither a god nor an icon, but rather a servant of the 
Nation.”    Joel Saget | AFP | Getty Images

A man takes a picture of a fresco murals displayed 
on “The walls  of peace” on March 28, 2022 in Paris 
France. Chesnot | Getty Images

Borovsk, Russia

A child walks past by a graffiti made by the artist 
Vladimir Ovchinnikov in Borovsk, some 100kms 
south-west of Moscow, on April 14, 2022. Retired 
engineer Vladimir Ovchinnikov has spent decades 
painting murals on buildings in and around his                                                                 
small town south of Moscow. But since the outbreak 
of Russia’s conflict with Ukraine, the 84-year-old has 
found that some of  his art is not welcome. | Afp | Getty 
Images

Rome

Rome, the new mural by the artist Maupal against 
the invasion of Ukraine by Russia depicting two Ma-
tryoshkas. Francesco Fotia Universal Images Group 
| Getty Images

Anti-Ukraine war mural by Italian street artist 
known by the name of ‘Laika’ depicting a hug 
between two women, one dressed in the Russian, 
the other in the Ukrainian national colors, respec-
tively, above the word MIR (Peace) In the Ostiense                                                                  
district on March 09, 2022 in Rome, Italy. Andrea 
Ronchini | Nurphoto | Getty Images

Peace. The new mural by street artist Laika dedicated 
to the crisis between Russia and Ukraine. Marilla Sicil-
ia | Mondadori  Portfolio | Getty Images

A mural depicting a Ukrainian child under the SOS 
writing, created by the street artist known as ‘Harry 
Greb’, is seen next to the Coliseum metro station on 
March 17, 2022 in Rome, Italy. Andrea Ronchini | 
Nurphoto | Getty Images

A resident walks past mural painting by Bulgarian 
artist Stanislav Belovski depicting Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin holding his own body in Sofia, 
on March 15, 2022. Nikolay Doychinov | AFP |                                                                 
Getty Images

Amsterdam, Netherlands

Murals of two young Ukrainian victims portrayed 
on the wall. On  the left, Vitaliy Skakun Volody-
myrovych (1996-2022) who is seen as a hero by the 
Ukrainian army for his heroic action during the ex-
plosion of a bridge to stop the Russian army, on the 
right, 10-year-  old Ukrainian Polina, murdered by 
Russian soldiers when she and her family tried to flee 
Kyiv by car. Ana Fernandez | Sopa Images |                                                                                          
Getty Images

Buenos Aires, Argentina

A woman walks pass the mural “No to war” by 
muralist Maximiliano Bagnasco in Buenos Aires 
on March 5, 2022. Juan Mabromata | AFP |                                                            
Getty Images

Barcelona, Spain

A passer-by is seen observing the graphic representa-
tion of Ukraine’s president Zelensky calling for an end 
to the Russian invasion is seen  in Plaza de Sant Jaume. 
Paco Freire | Lightrocket | Getty Images

A passer-by is seen taking photos of artist TvBoy’s new 
collage for peace in Ukraine. TvBoy, the Italian artist 
living in Barcelona, installs a new  collage on the war 
in Ukraine in Plaza de Sant Jaume, representing three 
children installing a flag of peace on a Russian tank. 
Paco Freire | Lightrocket | Getty Images

A woman looks at a new work by Italian street artist 
TvBoy that depicts Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin in prison, in Barcelona on March 31, 2022. Josep 
Lago | AFP | Getty Images

A newsagent picks up magazines next to a mural 
by Italian urban artist Salvatore Benintende aka 
“TV BOY” depicting a girl painting a peace symbol 
on an Ukraine’s flag, reading “Hope” in Barcelona                                                                         
on April 30, 2022. Pau Barrena | AFP | Getty Images

Gdansk, Poland

A mural of Putin, Hitler, and Stalin with a slogan ” 
No More Time”  is seen on the wall next to the PKM 
Gdansk Jasien train station. Mateusz Slodkowski | 
Lightrocket | Getty Images
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