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Russia claims capture of Ukraine’s Soledar,

but Ky1v says still fighting

KYTV, Jan 13 (Reuters) - Russia said on Friday that its
forces had taken control of Soledar in eastern Ukraine, in
what would be a rare success for Moscow after months
of battlefield reverses, but Kyiv said its troops were still
fighting in the town.

Reuters could not immediately verify the situation in

Soledar, a small salt-mining town that has been the focus of

relentless Russian assault for days.

Kyiv and the West have played down the town’s signifi-
cance, saying Moscow sacrificed wave upon wave of sol-
diers and mercenaries in a pointless fight for a bombed-out
wasteland, unlikely to affect the wider war except insofar
as the huge losses have sapped manpower on both sides.

But the capture of the town has taken on an outsized impor-

tance as it would, if confirmed, give Moscow a trophy for
one of the bloodiest campaigns of the war following major
battlefield setbacks throughout the second half of 2022.

“The capture of Soledar was made possible by the constant
bombardment of the enemy by assault and army aviation,
missile forces and artillery of a grouping of Russian forc-
es,” Moscow’s defence ministry said.

Cardinal Pell lies in state, funeral plans overshadowed by
memo revelation

German economy likely stagnated in Q4, escaping reces-
sion for now

Seizing the town would make it possible to cut off
Ukrainian supply routes to the larger nearby city of

Bakhmut and trap remaining Ukrainian forces there, it said.

Moscow has been trying to seize Bakhmut for months.

But Serhiy Cherevatyi, spokesperson for Ukraine’s eastern
military command, told Reuters by telephone Soledar had
not been captured: “Our units are there, the town is not
under Russian control.”

CNN said on its website that a reporting team just out-

side the town could hear mortar and rocket fire on Friday
afternoon and saw Ukrainian forces ferrying troops in what
appeared to be an organised pullback.

‘MEAT GRINDER’
A Ukrainian officer in the area also told Reuters by tele-
phone the Russians had not fully taken the town.

“Last night artillery fire was like from hell, both sides.
From what I know, our boys have managed to exit some
parts (of Soledar) in an orderly manner and now (assault)
groups are counterattacking, but we still hold the town.”

Ukrainian officials said on Thursday that more than 500 ci-
vilians, including 15 children, were trapped inside Soledar.

After Ukrainian forces drove Russia into humiliating
retreats for much of the second half of 2022, the front lines

have barely budged for the past two months. Meanwhile,
the battles around Bakhmut and Soledar became what
both sides called a “meat grinder” - a brutal war of attri-
tion claiming the lives of thousands of soldiers.

Ukrainian military operating German howitzer, Panzer-
haubitze 2000, near Soledar

Both Bakhmut and Soledar are in the Donetsk region,
which Russia unilaterally claimed to have annexed in Sep-
tember despite only partly occupying it. The capture of the
entire region is widely seen as a Kremlin war objective.

Kyiv’s Western allies, however, see it as a fight for mar-
ginal gains on a stretch of front where neither side can
make a big breakthrough, a sideshow from battles further
north and south, where Ukraine hopes to push through
Russian lines.

“Even if both Bakhmut and Soledar fall to the Russians,
it’s not going to have a strategic impact on the war itself,”
U.S. National Security Council spokesman John Kirby
told reporters at the White House, “and it certainly isn’t
going to stop the Ukrainians or slow them down.”

Within Russia, victory in Soledar could boost ultra-nation-
alist mercenary leader Yevgeny Prigozhin, whose Wagner
Group of fighters-for-hire, including convicts recruited
from prison with promises of pardons, has focused on the
fight in that area. He has griped as the regular military has
taken credit for the Soledar battle without mentioning his
fighters.

On Friday evening the defence ministry, which had not
mentioned Wagner in its initial communication claiming
to have captured Soledar, issued a second statement “to-

U.S. President Joe Biden speaks
during a memorial service for
former Defense Secretary Ash
Carter at Washington National
Cathedral in Washington, U.S.
January 12, 2023. REUTERS/
Jonathan Ernst

clarify” the situation.

“As for the direct storming of Soledar’s city quar-
ters occupied by the armed forces of Ukraine, this
combat task was successfully accomplished by the
courageous and selfless actions of volunteers from
the Wagner assault detachments,” it said.

NEW WEAPONS

The new year has brought important pledges of extra
Western weapons for Ukraine, which is seeking
armour to mount mechanised battles against Russian
tanks.

Major new announcements of weapons are likely
next week, when U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin hosts defence chiefs from other allies at a
U.S. air base in Germany for a meeting of the con-
tact group set up to provide support for Ukraine.

Last week, France, Germany and the United States
pledged to send armoured fighting vehicles. Discus-
sion this week has focused on supplying main battle
tanks, a major potential upgrade for Kyiv.

On Friday, Finland joined Poland in saying it could
send German-made Leopard tanks to Ukraine as part
of a Western coalition apparently being put together
to supply them.

Law Office of Manuel E. Solis P.C. seeks accountant.

1. Prepare monthly income statement and balance sheet.
2. Maintain accounting information system to document and analyze financial transactions and make

appropriate journal entries.

3. Prepare and review account payable, account receivable, payroll, invoices, cash receipt and other
accounting documents for accuracy and completeness.
4. Do cash reconciliation between financial statement and bank account and resolve any discrepancy.
5. Explain accounting policies to staff and clients.

12 months’ experience required.

Send resume to: Igomez @ manuelsolis.com
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Today we hosted the first Congressman Al Green, Christmas and New Year's in the

International Trade Center board Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee  International District to show the
meeting at ITC. More than twenty and 500 guests were in attendance. diversity of our ethnic culture heritage.
members from the business, culture, Our Board also made a In our plans we also are going to W H I
academic and real estate industries resolution to sponsor monthly publish a monthly newsletter and ea e ee
attended the meeting. After a few luncheons, and the first event will be make plans for trade missions .
hours of discussion, we decided to on January 21. around the world, including Mexico, Wealee@scdally.com
fully make new plans and activities Next week to celebrate the Vietnam and Africa. : ; : o
for the coming year. Lunar New Year in front of our We all are so very excited that S ntertonal Datich Houstonf e
When we celebrated the ITC building, many cultural performances  ITC will be fully recovered and we will Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee
20-year Anniversary Gala, former and food booths will be there on our open the door to the world. .
. Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

the Secretary of Transportation front lawn. We also plan to celebrate : )

. . . Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Elaine Chao, Mayor Tumer’ ‘JUIy 4th’ Mexico National Day’ Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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Supporters of Brazil’s for-
mer President Jair Bolsonaro
demonstrate against President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, in
Brasilia, Brazil, January 8.
REUTERS/Antonio Cascio

Several people had to be rescued after two vehicles fell into a sinkhole in
Chatsworth, California, January 10. REUTERS/David Swanson

Ke Huy Quan poses with his award for Best Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture for “Ev-
erything Everywhere All at Once” at the 80th Annual Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills,
California, January 10. REUTERS/Mario Anzuoni

Cesar, 34, a pilgrim from Mexico, walks on the San Antolin beach while continuing his pilgrim-
age in the “Camino de Santiago del Norte”, in Llanes, Spain September 24. REUTERS/Nacho
Doce .

A woman wades through chest-
deep flood water after Super
Typhoon Noru, in San Ildefonso,
Bulacan province, Philippines,
September 26, 2022. REUTERS/
Eloisa Lopez

Overdrive Racing’s Lucas
Moraes and co-driver Timo
Gottschalk in action during
stage 11 of the Dakar Rally
in Saudi Arabia, January
12. REUTERS/Hamad I
Mohammed
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Covid Public Health Emergenc

And Flu OQutbreak Attack The Nation

U.S. Will Keep Covid Public
Health Emergency In Place
Until At Least Mid January

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier
Becerra answers questions during a Senate Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee hearing
to discuss reopening schools during the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) at Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C., September 30, 2021. (Photo Greg Nash | Pool
| Reuters)
Key Points
HHS did not alert states of any intent to lift the public
health emergency by a Friday notification deadline,
which means it will remain place at least through mid
January.
The public health emergency, first declared in Janu-
ary 2020 and renewed every 90 days since, has had a
vast impact on the U.S. health-care system.

The declaration has dramatically expanded public
health insurance through Medicaid and the Chil-

dren’s Health Insurance Program.

The U.S. Covid public health emergency will remain in

place past Jan. 11 after the federal government did not
notify states or health-care provides on Friday of any
intent to lift the declaration.

Health and Human Services Secretary Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra has promised to give stakeholders 60 days
notice before lifting the emergency declaration so they
can prepare for a return to normal operations. In Octo-
ber, HHS extended the public health emergency until
Jan. 11.

HHS did not provide a 60-day notice on Friday, which
was the deadline to alert states and health-care providers
if the federal government planned to lift the declaration
on Jan. 11, according to a Health and Human Services
spokesperson. Since HHS did not provide notification,
the emergency will remain in place for at least another
60 days until mid January.

Public health officials are expecting another Covid surge
this winter as people gather more indoors where the vi-
rus spreads easier. The future also remains uncertain as
more immune evasive omicron subvariants become
dominant in the U.S.

COVID-19
CORONAVIRUS
STATE OF EMERGENCY

How the U.S. fares against
Covid this fall and winter will
help determine whether the
emergency needs to be re-

newed again moving forward, Becerra told reporters
in October.

The public health emergency, first declared in Janu-
ary 2020 and renewed every 90 days since, has had a
vast impact on the U.S. health-care system. The dec-
laration has dramatically expanded public health in-
surance through Medicaid and the Children’s Health
Insurance Program. Enrollment in these programs in-
creased 26% during the pandemic to a record of more
than 89 million people as of June.

HHS has estimated that as many as 15 million people
could lose Medicaid or CHIP once the programs re-
turn to normal operations.

The emergency declaration has also given hospitals
and other health-care providers more flexibility in
how they operate. (Courtesy https://www.cnbc.com/)
Related

U.S. Flu Epidemic Is Official

The U.S. is officially in a flu epidemic, federal
health officials say. Preparations Underway
to deploy troops and ventilators if necessary
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The U.S. has “crossed the epidemic threshold”
when it comes to flu, federal health officials said
Friday, as they outlined plans to deploy troops
and FEMA personnel, and supplies like ventila-
tors, if needed, in response to a nationwide surge
of respiratory illnesses that also includes RSV and
COVID.

U.S. flu hospitalizations are higher now than they’ve
been at this point in every other flu season since 2010-
2011, officials with the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said on a press call. The country
is seeing a resurgence of non-COVID respiratory ill-
nesses like flu, RSV, rhinovirus, and enterovirus, with
background levels of COVID, according to Dr. José
Romero, director of the National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Diseases.

Federal officials are monitoring hospital capacity
throughout the U.S. and are “standing by to deploy
additional personnel and supplies as needed,” Dawn
O’Connell, assistant secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Services’ Administration for Stra-
tegic Preparedness and Response, said on the call.

If a state or jurisdiction exceeds its ability to care for
patients, a team from the National Disaster Medi-
cal System may be deployed, she said, adding that
response might also include personnel from the
Department of Defense and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, or FEMA. If extra supplies like
ventilators or personal protective equipment are need-
ed, they’re available upon request from the Strategic
National Stockpile, she added. No states had request-
ed this level of support as of Friday.

Flu causing more severe illness in the young, elderly
Federal health officials on Friday painted a picture
of some respiratory illnesses like flu surging in some
areas of the country, with other areas seeing peaks of
RSV, or respiratory syncytial virus infection. Cases of
COVID and flu-like illnesses are occurring all areas,
they said.

RSV is a common virus that hospitalizes thousands
of infants and young children each year, though it can
also pose a risk to the elderly. Symptoms can range
from mild cold-like ailments like sneezing, sore throat,
fever, and stuffy nose to pneumonia, which can prove
fatal. Patients can quickly take a turn for the worst.

In the Southeast U.S., nearly 20% of flu tests sent to a
lab are returning positive—most of them for influenza
A, which appears to be more severe in children and
the elderly. In the Mid-Atlantic and Midwest regions,
an early flu season is also causing severe illness in
those age groups, according to Romero. The second
influenza-related pediatric death of the season was
recently reported, he added.

But flu isn’t the country’s only problem when it
comes to respiratory illnesses, nor is COVID. Eight
out of 10 regions of the country are seeing levels of
RSV “significantly higher than those seen at the same
time in previous years.” And levels of “influenza-like”
illness, defined as a fever with cold-like symptoms or
sore throat, are also high for the time of year, Romero
added.

An alert to health care providers throughout the U.S.
will soon be issued, detailing best practices regarding
testing and treatment for, and prevention of, the vari-
ety of respiratory illnesses being seen en masse so ear-
ly this season, he said. He advised parents of children
who have trouble breathing, who appear to be blue,
who are experiencing chest or muscle pain, who are
dehydrated (no urine for eight hours is one sign), and/
or who are not alert or interactive when awake to seek
immediate medical attention.

O’Connell encouraged all Americans to cover their
coughs. And she encouraged those at high risk for ill-
ness—like infants and young children, those 65 and
older, pregnant individuals, and those with certain
chronic health conditions—to stay away from people
who are sick and wash their hands frequently, or use
alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

“People may choose to wear a well-fitting mask as an
added precaution,” she added. She also plugged anti-
virals like Tamiflu for flu and Paxlovid for COVID,
though she emphasized that they must be taken short-
ly after symptom onset if they’re going to blunt the
impact of an infection.
California’s Orange County is overwhelmed—
and it’s not alone

Earlier this week California’s Orange County de-
clared a health emergency due to an overwhelming
surge in respiratory illness that’s pushing pediatric
hospitals to their limits.

Sky-high numbers of young patients are seeking
emergency-room care in area children’s hospitals for
RSV, the flu, flu-like illnesses, and, to a lesser extent,
COVID, the OC Health Care Agency said Monday.
The emergency declaration allows the county to re-
ceive help from the state and federal governments,
and to seek aid from nearby counties.

Children’s Hospital of Orange County is seeing up-
wards of 400 children in its emergency department
daily—a record high—and is using all available space
to meet demands. It has activated a command center
within the hospital to manage the high patient load,
a spokesperson told Fortune in a Tuesday statement.

Southern California is far from alone, with pediatric
hospitals all across North America experiencing sim-
ilar struggles—and some even considering outdoor
tents to house patients and calling in the National
Guard for help. The vast majority—around 75% —of
U.S. children’s hospital beds are currently full, ac-
cording to NBC News. To the north, Canada is seeing
similar issues, with some pediatric hospitals canceling
surgeries, according to media reports. Children’s Hos-
pital of Eastern Ontario, a pediatric hospital in Otta-
wa, was at 130% capacity for intensive care beds and
134% capacity for inpatient beds, respectively, last
week, a Canadian TV outlet reported.

Fortune has repeatedly reached out to HHS over the
past week and a half, inquiring as to the number of pe-
diatric hospital beds occupied in the U.S., but has not
received a response. But anecdotally, the figure has a
ring of truth, Dr. Anita Patel, a critical care doctor at
Children’s National hospital in Washington, D.C., told
Fortune on Tuesday. Patel is in contact with other East
Coast pediatric hospitals, “and almost every single
major one” is nearly full, she said.

Children’s National has been operating close to capac-
ity for over a month. It’s formed an additional team of
high-level ICU doctors to care for children who need
ICU admission, but who must stay in the emergency
room until a bed opens up, according to Patel.

The surge in pediatric patients was initially fueled
by the common cold, but RSV quickly surpassed it.
While levels of RSV have since plateaued, “the flu
is really on a rapid rise in our region,” she said, add-
ing that her hospital hasn’t recently seen a significant
number of patients with COVID or other coronavirus-
es that can cause respiratory illness.

“I can honestly say that, unfortunately, with both RSV
and the flu, we have had kids that needed to be intu-
bated or have breathing tubes to help get through viral
illness,” she said.

“T’ve been a practicing ICU doctor for a decade now,
and I think I can safely say this is one of the worst
surges I’ve ever seen.”

Doctors and public health officials have been keep-
ing a close eye on the U.S. flu season this fall out of
concern that the virus will strike early and hit children
particularly hard, as it did in Australia this spring.
While hospitalizations and deaths were nothing un-
usual there, cases of flu peaked earlier and higher. And
children and teens, who usually fare well with the flu,
bore the brunt. The majority of reported flu cases were
among young people ages 014, according to an Oct.
9 report from the Australian government. (Courtesy
https://fortune.comy/)
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