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Russia hits Ukraine power grid and gains 
ground in east; Biden to visit Poland
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KYIV, Feb 10 (Reuters) - 
Russian missiles hit power 
facilities on Friday across 
Ukraine, where President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy re-
turned from a tour of Western 
capitals and Ukrainian offi-
cials said a long-awaited Rus-
sian offensive was underway 
in the east.

Ukraine’s air force said 61 of 
71 Russian missiles had been 
shot down. But Energy Min-
ister German Galushchenko 
said Russia had hit power 
facilities in six regions with 
missiles and drones, causing 
blackouts across most of 
Ukraine.

In Washington, the White 
House said President Joe 
Biden would travel to Poland 
from Feb. 20-22 to show 
support for Kyiv ahead of the 
first anniversary of Russia’s 
invasion on Feb. 24 and 
make clear additional secu-
rity assistance and aid will 
be coming from the United 
States.

“The president will make it 
very clear that the United 
States will continue to stand 
with Ukraine for as long as 
it takes,” said John Kirby, 
spokesperson for the White 
House National Security 
Council.

Moldovan government quits 
amid economic turmoil, Rus-
sia tensions
Italy’s Meloni says France 
risks undermining EU unity 
on Ukraine
Belgium detains two more 
EU lawmaker in graft inves-
tigation
Belarus calls Poland’s closing 
of border crossing point ‘cat-
astrophic’
Biden to travel to Poland 
to mark first anniversary of 
Ukraine invasion
International Monetary 
Fund staff will meet with 
Ukrainian officials in Warsaw 
next week, a source familiar 
with the plans said on Fri-

day, as Ukraine presses for 
a multi-billion dollar bor-
rowing program to cover its 
funding needs given Rus-
sia’s war.

Global ratings agency 
Moody’s on Friday down-
graded Ukraine’s sovereign 
rating to Ca as it expects the 
war with Russia to create 
long-lasting challenges for 
the country. Moody’s web-
site said the rating means 
debt obligations are “likely 
in, or very near, default.”

The latest Russian attacks 
came as Zelenskiy ended 
a tour of European allies 
where he was enthusiastical-
ly received but secured no 
public promises of the fight-
er jets he was asking for.

“London, Paris, Brussels - 
everywhere I spoke these 
past few days about how 
to strengthen our soldiers. 
There are very important 
understandings and we re-
ceived good signals,” he said 
in his nightly video address.

“This concerns long-range 
missiles and tanks and the 
next level of our cooperation 
- fighter aircraft.”

Russia has repeatedly 
attacked civilian infrastruc-
ture far from the front lines, 
leaving millions of Ukraini-
ans without power, heat or 
water for days at a time in 
the middle of winter.

The barrages have often fol-
lowed Ukrainian diplomatic 
or battlefield advances.

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said 10 Russian missiles had 
been shot down over the 
capital after sirens blared 
during the morning rush 
hour and weary civilians 
took shelter.

Ukrainian Prime Minis-
ter Denys Shmyhal said 
Ukraine was without 44% of 
nuclear generation and 75% 

of thermal power capacity.

“This is a deliberate targeting of 
infrastructure that keeps Ukrai-
nians alive in winter,” U.S. State 
Department deputy spokesperson 
Vedant Patel said. Russia denies 
targeting civilians and says facil-
ities it attacks support Kyiv’s war 
effort.

Ukrainian service member fires a 
mortar towards Russian troops in 
frontline near the Vuhledar town

Ukraine has been bracing for a 
new Russian offensive, believ-
ing that after months of reverses 
President Vladimir Putin wants to 
tout a battlefield success before 
the anniversary of his Feb. 24 
invasion. Ukrainian governors in 
the eastern regions of Donetsk 
and Luhansk said that thrust had 
begun.

Putin will give his delayed annual 
showcase address to parliament 
on Feb. 21, the date last year 
when he recognised as indepen-
dent the parts of Donetsk and 
Luhansk that were controlled by 
Russian-backed separatists, a 
prelude to invading.

The complete capture of those 
provinces, among four Russia 
subsequently claimed to have 

annexed, would let Putin assert 
that one of his main priorities had 
been achieved.

RUSSIAN ADVANCES
Moscow’s main recent focus has 
been Bakhmut, a small city with 
a pre-war population of around 
70,000 who have mostly fled.

After months of static artillery 
battles both sides call the “meat 
grinder”, Russian forces have 
begun to encircle the city. Their 
troops include the Wagner private 
army that has recruited tens of 
thousands of convicts with a 
promise of pardons.

Britain’s Defence Ministry said 
Wagner forces appeared to have 
advanced 2 to 3 kilometres (1 
to 2 miles) around the north of 
Bakhmut since Tuesday - a rapid 
push in a battle where front lines 
have barely moved for months.

It said they were now threatening 
the main western access road to 
Bakhmut although a Ukrainian 
military analyst said supplies 
were still getting through.

While Wagner has bolstered num-
bers with prisoners, Russia’s reg-
ular army is now able to deploy 
many of the 300,000 or more men 
enlisted in a forced mobilisation 

late last year.

Britain also said Russian forces 
had made some advances near 
Vuhledar, a Ukrainian-held 
bastion that has been a linchpin 
between the southern and eastern 
fronts, but the limited Russian 
gains there had most likely come 
at a high cost in inexperienced 
units, including at least 30 ar-
moured vehicles abandoned in 
one failed assault.

Ukrainian positions in Vuhledar 
have held since the war started 
and this week’s assault has been 
branded as a costly fiasco by 
some pro-war Russian military 
bloggers. Grey Zone, a semi-offi-
cial Wagner channel on Telegram, 
said “a disaster is unfolding 
around Vuhledar, and it is unfold-
ing again and again”.

Reuters could not verify the bat-
tlefield reports.
Ukraine plans its own major mili-
tary counteroffensive in the com-
ing months to reclaim more of 
the nearly one fifth of Ukrainian 
territory that Russia occupies.

But it appears likely to wait until 
it has received at least some 
of the new weapons, including 
hundreds of battle tanks and ar-
moured vehicles, promised lately 
by the West.
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We Want To Invite All Of YouWe Want To Invite All Of You
To Join The DemonstrationTo Join The Demonstration

Chinese community leaders and elected officials will
join together tomorrow at 10:00 am in Houston's
Chinatown to protest the upcoming bill in the Texas
Senate that would prohibit Chinese citizens from
buying land in Texas.

Nearly five hundred people have already signed up for
this march which is also the largest gathering of
Chinese people in recent years. All that we are asking
for is a basic right of our generation of Chinese.

In order to take advantage of the anti-Chinese political
atmosphere, some misguided politicians have
proposed such an outrageous bill to openly oppose
the purchase of land by Chinese citizens which further
confirms the resurgence of the anti-Chinese bill of last
year and openly challenges the basic rights of new
citizens.

Some senators are playing the game saying that this is
just a bill against Chinese communists and other
un-American people, but the bill still reflects a clear
pattern of discrimination against the Chinese
community.

We have also invited a group of Chinese community
leaders to come on camera next Monday at 3:00 pm in
our TV studio to express their anger and
dissatisfaction with this unfortunate development.

Editor’s Choice

A woman reacts at the site of a collapsed building as the search for 
survivors continues, in the aftermath of a deadly earthquake in Kah-
ramanmaras, Turkey. REUTERS/Suhaib Salem

Rescuers work as search for survivors continues, in the aftermath of a deadly earthquake in 
Hatay, Turkey. REUTERS/Umit BektasA woman reacts at the site of a collapsed building as the search for survivors continues, in the 

aftermath of a deadly earthquake in Kahramanmaras, Turkey. REUTERS/Suhaib Salem

South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa walks past the 
guard of honour upon his 
arrival for the 2023 state-of-the-
nation address (SONA) at the 
Cape Town City Hall in Cape 
Town, South Africa. Rodger 
Bosch/Pool

A woman holding a child 
sits by a collapsed building 
as search for survivors 
continues, in the aftermath 
of a deadly earthquake in 
Hatay, Turkey. REUTERS/
Umit Bektas

Arda Oktay is carried to an 
ambulance after being rescued 
alive from rubble in the after-
math of a deadly earthquake in 
Iskenderun, Turkey. REUTERS/
Yagiz Karahan
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Key Point
The bird flu outbreak is the deadliest in U.S. history. 
Here’s what we  know. The U.S. is enduring its worst 

poultry health disaster, with some  52.7 million birds dead. 
Unlike another recent outbreaks, this one  has lasted 
through the summer — and it’s still going strong.

The U.S. is enduring an unprecedented poultry health di-
saster, with a highly contagious bird flu virus triggering the 
deaths of some 52.7 million animals. The ongoing bird flu 
outbreak in the U.S. is now the longest and deadliest on 
record. More than 57 million birds have been killed by the 
virus or culled since a year ago, and the deadly disruption 
has helped propel skyrocketing egg prices and a spike in egg 
smuggling. The culprit is highly pathogenic avian influenza, 
or HPAI. It has ravaged farm flocks and chicken yards in 
46 states since February, when the first cases were reported 
in commercial flocks. It’s the worst toll on the poultry in-
dustry since 2014-2015, when more than 50 million birds 
died. That earlier outbreak also started in the winter — but 
while that ordeal was over by the following June, the current 
outbreak lasted through the summer and has surged anew.

Since highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) A(H5N1) 
was first detected in US birds in January 2022, the price of a 
carton of a dozen eggs has shot up from an average of about 
$1.79 in December 2021 to $4.25 in December 2022, a 137 
percent increase, according to data from the US Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Although inflation and supply chain issues 
partly explain the rise, eggs saw the largest percentage in-
crease of any specific food, according to the consumer price 
index. And the steep pricing is leading some at the US-Mex-
ico border to try to smuggle in illegal cartons, which is pro-
hibited. A US Customs and Border Protection spokesperson 
told NPR this week that people in El Paso, Texas, are buying 
eggs in Juárez, Mexico, because they are “significantly less 
expensive.” Meanwhile, a customs official in San Diego 
tweeted a reminder amid a rise in egg interceptions that fail-
ure to declare such agriculture items at a port of entry can 
result in penalties up to $10,000.

Foul effects
Still, America’s pain in grocery store dairy aisles likely 
pales compared to some of the devastation on poultry 
farms. HPAI A(H5N1) has been detected in wild birds in 
all 50 states, and 47 have reported outbreaks on poultry 
farms. So far, there have been 731 outbreaks across 371 
counties. At the end of last month, two outbreaks in Weak-
ley County, Tennessee, affected 62,600 chickens.

Some birds have died from the disease itself, but the 
vast majority are being culled through flock “depop-
ulation,” to try to stop the virus from spreading. That 
includes millions of chickens and turkeys in barns 
and backyards that had been raised to provide eggs 
or meat.
With the outbreak at the one-year mark, it is the longest 
bird flu outbreak on US record. And with 57 million birds 
dead across 47 states, it’s also the deadliest, surpassing the 
previous record set in 2015 of 50.5 million birds in 21 
states. Although the virus is highly contagious to birds—
and often fatal—the risk to humans is low. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention notes that the avian 
influenza Type A viruses (aka bird flu viruses) generally 
don’t infect humans, though they occasionally can when 
people have close or lengthy unprotected contact with in-
fected birds. Once in a human, it’s even rarer for the virus 
to jump from human to human.
Flu fears
Although the current data is comforting, virologists and 
epidemiologists still fear the potential for flu viruses, such 
as bird flu, to mutate and recombine into a human-infect-
ing virus with pandemic potential. A report published in 
the journal Eurosurveillance on January 19 highlighted 
the concern. Researchers in Spain documented an out-
break of avian flu among farmed mink on the northwest-
ern coast during October of last year. The mink were like-
ly infected via wild seabirds, which had a coinciding wave 
of infection with H5N1 viruses at the time. 

Experimental and field evidence have demonstrated that 
minks are susceptible and permissive to both avian and 
human influenza A viruses, leading to the theory that this 

species could serve as a potential mixing vessel for the 
interspecies transmission among birds, mammals and 
humans..
As such, the authors say it is necessary to “strengthen the 
culture of biosafety and biosecurity in this farming system 
and promote the implementation of ad hoc surveillance 
programs for influenza A viruses and other zoonotic 
pathogens at a global level.” None of the workers on the 
mink farm became infected with the H5N1 virus, the 
authors report. However, they note that using face masks 
was compulsory for all mink farm workers in Spain fol-
lowing concerns over the spread of SARS-CoV-2. (Cour-
tesy arstechnica.com)

Here’s what you need to know about the 2022 
outbreak in the U.S.:
52,695,450 million birds have been wiped out
The losses stretch across the U.S., and they’re deepest 
in the country’s middle: More than 1 million birds have 
been killed in each of 11 states that stretch from Utah to the 
Midwest and on to Delaware, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. In Iowa, two massive egg-laying 
operations had to cull more than 5 million birds in single 
incidents earlier this year. Unlike the 2014-15 outbreak, 
this one is being driven by wild birds, not by farm-to-farm 
transmission. For commercial and backyard flocks, many 
early infections centered along the intersection of the Cen-
tral and Mississippi flyways of migratory wild birds. As 
those birds traveled, so did the virus.
“We don’t know exactly what it is about it, but it does 
seem just to be able to grow and transmit better in wild 

birds,” Webby, who is also a member of the infectious dis-
eases department at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
in Memphis, tells NPR.
“Wild birds are the perfect mechanism to spread a virus 
because they, of course, fly everywhere,” he adds.
A highly pathogenic avian influenza virus “can cause dis-
ease that affects multiple internal organs with mortality up 
to 90% to 100% in chickens, often within 48 hours,” the 
CDC notes. “However, ducks can be infected without any 
signs of illness.”
It’s very rare for a human to be infected with the avian 
virus. The first U.S. case of a person infected with avian 
influenza A (H5N1) virus was reported in April in Colo-
rado. The patient recovered after experiencing a few days 
of fatigue. The virus does not pose a special risk in the na-
tion’s food supply, given proper handling. The CDC states 
that like any poultry or eggs, heating food to an internal 
temperature of 165̊ F kills any bacteria and viruses pres-
ent, including HPAI viruses.

The virus is like a kid in a candy store
“The bird populations haven’t seen viruses like this be-
fore,” Webby says, “so in terms of their immune response, 
they’re all immunologically naïve to this” influenza virus.
“Right now, it’s like a kid in a candy store racing around,” 
infecting bird populations, he says.
U.S. experts had been bracing for an outbreak, watching 
successful strains of the H5N1 influenza virus proliferate 
in Europe and elsewhere. Now that the virus is here, it 
shows no sign of going away. A key part of the challenge, 
Webby says, is that like the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the avi-
an flu virus has spun off several variants of concern. And 
right now, a specific version of the virus — known as 
clade 2.3.4.4b — is ruling the roost.
“You can think of that like an omicron variant” because of 
its wide prevalence, Webby says.
Viruses are notoriously quick to mutate. And since its 
arrival in North America, the avian influenza virus has 
continued to change.

Comparing the current U.S. virus to the one in Europe, 
Webby says, “From the outside looking in, they look very 
similar. But when you actually go on the inside and take 
a look, the viruses we have here are quite different now 
from what was in Europe.” It’s possible that wild bird 
populations will build up an immunity to the virus — 
but Webby warns that it will take months to understand 
whether that is happening at a meaningful level.
The outbreak hasn’t raised all poultry costs
If you like to eat chicken, you’re in luck. This version of 
the influenza virus doesn’t affect “broilers” — chickens 
raised for meat — as badly it does “layers” — table-egg 
laying hens — and turkeys.

“For whatever reason, turkeys and layer birds tend to be 
more susceptible” to the virus, says Amy Hagerman, an 
assistant professor at Oklahoma State University who 
specializes in agricultural economics.
“The chicken that most people think of, their chicken ten-
ders, their chicken sandwiches, all of those things haven’t 
tended to have the same kinds of impact,” she adds.
Hagerman warns that in a time of inflationary pressure 

and supply-chain snags, it can be hard to directly link a 
price hike to the virus. But she notes that U.S. egg prices 
can be affected if just a few farms have to dispose of their 
flocks.                                                        
“Generally speaking, these complexes are over a million 
birds, easily,” Hagerman says. “It takes fewer egg-laying 
operations being affected by HPAI to drive up the price 
of eggs and egg products,” she adds, especially since the 
majority of U.S. production goes to the domestic market.                                                                                                                                          
The virus has hit many turkey farms — but because those 
operations tend to be smaller and the cases have been 
spread out over time and space, producers have mostly 
been able to absorb the losses, building up stocks of frozen 
turkey ahead of the end-of-year holidays.

Egg prices have risen this year, as aggressive measures 
against avian influenza disrupted the U.S. industry. 
Here, eggs sit on a supermarket shelf in San Mateo 
County, Calif.
Liu Guanguan/China News Service via Getty Images
“So, yes, we certainly saw an increase in turkey prices in 
this holiday season,” Hagerman says, “but not as much 
as we might have anticipated given the extent of this out-
break.”
What about vaccines?
The presence of the virus in the commercial food chain 
raises a number of possible trade headaches — but so 
would using a vaccine to fight it.
“A lot of countries don’t use vaccines for this virus in their 
poultry,” Webby says.
“One of the big complications is timing on a vaccine,” Ha-
german says. “Generally you need two doses of a vaccine 
and then a length of time to achieve full effectiveness.”
“If you have a bird that has a very short feeding window 
before it’s ready for harvest, that can be a lot more chal-
lenging because you also need to allow the withdrawal 
period after the vaccine before the bird is harvested,” she 
adds.

 Another central issue is the difficulty of surveillance — of 
knowing whether a bird is infected with a deadly influ-
enza virus but isn’t showing symptoms because they’ve 
been vaccinated. But the calculations might change if the 
virus is determined to be endemic in wild birds or in a 
geographic area.
That “certainly seems to be the case in Europe and Afri-
ca,” Webby says, adding, “my gut feeling is we’re headed 
that way in the Americas as well.”
“These are actually discussions that are going on now,” 
Webby says, describing ideas such as what kind of 
post-vaccination surveillance would be needed to “make 
sure your trading partners are happy that the virus is not 
circulating silently.”

(Article Continues Below)
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What We Know About The Deadliest                        
U.S. Bird Flu Outbreak In History
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The last outbreak didn’t survive the summer. This one did.
Experts say poultry farms should be credited with limiting the 
virus as much as they have, hailing the success of surveillance 
and biosecurity programs. But nearly 11 months after the first 
known wild case in the current outbreak, the deadly influenza 
virus is still here.
“Generally, when the weather gets hot, influenza goes away for 
the most part,” Hagerman says.

 A biosecurity sign is seen 
at the Powers Farm, 
which raises turkeys 
in Townsend, Del. The 
poultry industry has 
been credited with sur-
veillance and prevention 
of avian influenza — but 

the virus remains a threat. (Photo/Nathan Howard/Getty 
Images)
That was the case in the 2014-2015 outbreak — which came 
when Hagerman worked at the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, or APHIS.
“Bright sunshine and heat kills the virus in the environment,” 
Hagerman says, describing how summer weather helped end 
the earlier outbreak.
“This time we didn’t see that virus circulation going down to 
zero in our wild bird population” over the summer, Hagerman 
says. Instead, the virus sort of simmered through the summer 
months, she adds, “and then we get into the cooler, wetter 
months of the fall and we see a resurgence.”
The long outbreak is discouraging, Hagerman says: “If we look 
at Europe, we can see that they are on two years of HPAI out-
breaks.” (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)
Related

Avian flu is infecting U.S. poultry flocks.                                             
It could affect the price of chicken, too.

A truck drives out of a Wisconsin farm on Thursday where 
avian flu was detected, forcing the commercial egg produc-
er to destroy more than 2.7 million chickens.
Scott Olson/Getty Images
Ready for more bad infectious diseases news? There’s an out-

break of bird flu making its way into U.S. poultry flocks. If the 
virus continues to spread, it could affect poultry prices — al-
ready higher amid widespread inflation. The price of chicken 
breasts this week averaged $3.63 per pound at U.S. supermar-
kets — up from $3.01 a week earlier and $2.42 at this time last 
year, the Agriculture Department says.
This week an outbreak was confirmed at a commercial 
flock in Nebraska, causing 570,000 broiler chickens to be 
destroyed. In Delaware and Maryland, more than two mil-
lion birds at commercial poultry flocks have been affected. 
In South Dakota, an outbreak last week led to the killing of 
85,000 birds. An outbreak confirmed March 14 at a com-
mercial operation in Wisconsin meant more than 2.7 million 
egg-laying chickens were killed.

The latest data from 
the USDA show 59 
confirmed sites of 
avian flu across com-
mercial and backyard 
flocks in 17 states 
since the start of the 

year. That figure includes chickens, turkey and other poul-
try. The USDA identified a case of avian flu in a wild bird in 
mid-January, the first detection of the virus in wild birds in the 
U.S. since 2016. Wild birds can spread the virus to commer-
cial and backyard flocks. By Feb. 9, the virus had been identi-
fied in a commercial flock in Indiana. There have since been 
hundreds of confirmed cases of wild birds infected with avian 
flu. The last major avian flu outbreak in the U.S. was from 
December 2014 to June 2015, when more than 50 million 
chickens and turkeys either died from highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) or were destroyed to stop its spread. During 
that outbreak, chicken breast prices increased 17%, according 
to agriculture data company Gro Intelligence. But at the same 
time, prices for cuts of chicken geared toward the export mar-
ket actually dropped due to bans on importing U.S. poultry in 
countries including China, South Korea, Cuba and Mexico. 
So the cost of leg quarters, for instance, dropped 18%, accord-
ing to the data. Poultry prices — especially for eggs and turkey 
— were affected for years, the company reports

The impact on prices this time depends on how 
widespread the flu becomes
Whether the 2022 avian flu will affect the price of eggs and 
poultry depends on how widespread it becomes, says Ron 
Kean, a poultry science expert at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences.
“In 2015, we did see quite an increase in egg prices,” Kean 
told Wisconsin Public Radio. “The chicken meat wasn’t se-
verely affected at that time. We did see quite a loss in turkeys, 
so turkey prices went up. So, we’ll see. If a lot of farms con-
tract this, then we could see some real increases in price.”

What’s the risk to humans from this bird flu? Not much so 
far, says the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
According to the CDC’s most recent update on March 7, the 
H5N1 bird flu poses a low risk to the public, and is currently 
“primarily an animal health issue.” The CDC notes that some 
people may have job-related or recreational exposures to birds 
that put them at higher risk of infection.
You can’t get avian flu from eating poultry or eating eggs that 
are properly prepared and cooked, the USDA explains. The 
chance of infected poultry entering the food chain is extremely 
low, the agency says, because of its food inspection program 
and avian flu response plan.

“All poultry products for public consumption are inspect-
ed for signs of disease both before and after slaughter,” the 
USDA notes, and avian flu causes a rapid onset of symptoms 
in poultry.
For producers who suspect their flock may be affected by avi-
an flu, the USDA has a guide to the warning signs, including 
a sudden increase in bird deaths, lack of energy and appetite, 
and a decrease in egg production. If a flock is found to be 
infected by bird flu, the USDA moves quickly — within 24 
hours — to assist producers to destroy the flock and prevent 
the virus from spreading. (Courtesy npr.org)
Related

Zoos across North America are moving                                         
birds indoors to protect them from avian flu

Magellan penguins stand in their enclosure at the Blank 
Park Zoo on Tuesday in Des Moines, Iowa. Zoos across 
North America are moving their birds indoors and away 
from people and wildlife as they try to protect them from 
the highly contagious and potentially deadly avian influ-
enza. (Charlie Neibergall/AP)
OMAHA, Neb. — Zoos across North America are moving 
their birds indoors and away from people and wildlife as they 
try to protect them from the highly contagious and potentially 
deadly avian influenza. Penguins may be the only birds visi-
tors to many zoos can see right now, because they already are 
kept inside and usually protected behind glass in their exhib-
its, making it harder for the bird flu to reach them. Nearly 23 
million chickens and turkeys have already been killed across 
the United States to limit the spread of the virus, and zoos are 
working hard to prevent any of their birds from meeting the 
same fate. It would be especially upsetting for zoos to have to 
kill any of the endangered or threatened species in their care.
“It would be extremely devastating,” said Maria Franke, who 
is the manager of welfare science at Toronto Zoo, which has 
less than two dozen Loggerhead Shrike songbirds that it’s 
breeding with the hope of reintroducing them into the wild. 
“We take amazing care and the welfare and well being of our 
animals is the utmost importance. There’s a lot of staff that has 
close connections with the animals that they care for here at 

the zoo.”
Toronto Zoo work-
ers are adding roofs 
to some outdoor 
bird exhibits and 
double-checking 
the mesh surround-
ing enclosures to 
ensure it will keep 

wild birds out. Birds shed the virus through their droppings 
and nasal discharge. Experts say it can be spread through con-
taminated equipment, clothing, boots and vehicles carrying 
supplies. Research has shown that small birds that squeeze 
into zoo exhibits or buildings can also spread the flu, and that 
mice can even track it inside. So far, no outbreaks have been 
reported at zoos, but there have been wild birds found dead 
that had the flu. For example, a wild duck that died in a behind-
the-scenes area of the Blank Park Zoo in Des Moines, Iowa, 
after tornadoes last month tested positive, zoo spokesman 
Ryan Bickel said.
Most of the steps zoos are taking are designed to prevent 
contact between wild birds and zoo animals. In some places, 
officials are requiring employees to change into clean boots 
and don protective gear before entering bird areas.

When bird flu cases are found in poultry, officials order the 
entire flock to be killed because the virus is so contagious. 
However, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has indicated 
that zoos might be able to avoid that by isolating infected 
birds and possibly euthanizing a small number of them. Sar-
ah Woodhouse, director of animal health at Omaha’s Henry 
Doorly Zoo and Aquarium, said she is optimistic after talking 
with state and federal regulators.
“They all agree that ordering us to depopulate a large part 
of our collection would be the absolute last-ditch effort. So 
they’re really interested in working with us to see what we 
can do to make sure that we’re not going to spread the disease 
while also being able to take care of our birds and not have to 
euthanize,” Woodhouse said.
Among the precautions zoos are taking is to keep birds in 
smaller groups so that if a case is found, only a few would be 
affected. The USDA and state veterinarians would make the 
final decision about which birds had to be killed.

“Euthanasia is really the only way to keep it from spreading,” 
said Luis Padilla, who is vice president of animal collections 
at the Saint Louis Zoo. “That’s why we have so many of these 
very proactive measures in place.”
The National Aviary in Pittsburgh — the nation’s largest —- is 
providing individual health checks for each of its roughly 500 

birds. Many already live in large glass enclosures or outdoor 
habitats where they don’t have direct exposure to wildlife, said 
Dr. Pilar Fish, the aviary’s senior director of veterinary med-
icine and zoological advancement. Kansas City Zoo CEO 
Sean Putney said he’s heard a few complaints from visitors, 
but most people seem OK with not getting to see some birds. 
“I think our guests understand that we have what’s in the best 
interests of the animals in mind when we make these deci-
sions even though they can’t get to see them,” Putney said.

Officials emphasize that bird flu doesn’t jeopardize the safety 
of meat or eggs or represent a significant risk to human health. 
No infected birds are allowed into the food supply, and prop-
erly cooking poultry and eggs kills bacteria and viruses. No 
human cases have been found in the U.S., according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (Courtesy npr.
org and AP)
Related

Bald eagles around the U.S.
are contracting the bird flu

This Jan. 5, 2020, photo shows a bald eagle in 
Philadelphia. (Photo/Chris Szagola/AP)
As the avian flu rips through the United States, birds across the 
country are contracting the fatal disease, including bald eagles.
At least three bald eagles that contracted bird flu are dead, 
Georgia’s Department of Natural Resources said Thursday. 
The highly pathogenic avian influenza has been detected in 
more than 25 states, according to the U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment.
In Georgia, 11 wild birds have tested positive for bird flu, in-
cluding the bald eagles. Meanwhile, bald eagles in other states 
have also contracted the flu.

Last week, avian flu was detected in bald eagles in Maine and 
Vermont. Bald eagles in Ohio and South Dakota — among 
other states — have also contracted the flu. More than 20 
million birds have been wiped out in the worst outbreak since 
2015, which left more than 50 million birds dead.
Some of the birds have died from the disease, but the vast ma-
jority are being culled to stop the spread of the deadly disease. 
More than 13 million birds have been culled in Iowa alone. 
(Courtesy https://www.npr.org)
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