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Ex-Trump lawyer appears before 
grand jury as U.S. probes swirl
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WASHINGTON, March 24 
(Reuters) - Evan Corcoran, a 
lawyer for Donald Trump, ap-
peared on Friday before a federal 
grand jury looking into Trump’s 
retention of classified documents 
following the end of his pres-
idency, testifying only after a 
U.S. judge rejected Corcoran’s 
claim that doing so would violate 
attorney-client privilege.

Corcoran’s 3-1/2 hour appear-
ance behind closed doors was 
another signal that two criminal 
investigations into Trump led 
by Special Counsel Jack Smith 
- one centered on the documents 
and the other on efforts by 
Trump and his allies to overturn 
his 2020 election defeat - are 
gathering pace.

Corcoran and his attorney Mi-
chael Levy entered the federal 
courthouse in Washington and 
went to the third floor, where 
the grand jury typically meets. 
Corcoran exited the courthouse 
without speaking to journalists.

U.S. District Judge Beryl How-
ell, who directed Corcoran to ap-
pear, separately ordered former 
Trump aides including ex-chief 
of staff Mark Meadows to testify 
to another grand jury examin-
ing the election-related issues 
including the Jan. 6, 2021, U.S. 
Capitol attack by Trump support-
ers, ABC News reported.

Attorneys for Trump did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
on the court order compelling 
Meadows and other former aides 
to testify.

Smith was appointed by Attor-
ney General Merrick Garland in 
November. His investigations 
are among a growing number of 
legal worries for Trump, who in 
November launched a campaign 
seeking the 2024 Republican 
presidential nomination.

The Manhattan district attorney’s 
office is considering criminal 
charges arising from hush money 
paid to a porn star in 2016, a 
local prosecutor in Georgia is 
looking into whether Trump 

unlawfully tried to overturn his 
2020 election defeat in that state 
and he is facing a defamation 
civil lawsuit by a former maga-
zine columnist who accused him 
of rape.

Trump in a social media post 
concerning the hush money case 
spoke of potential “death & 
destruction” if he faces criminal 
charges. Trump last Saturday had 
incorrectly 
stated he would 
be arrested this 
past Tuesday.

NO ATTOR-
NEY-CLIENT 
PRIVILEGE
U.S. media 
outlets report-
ed ahead of 
Corcoran’s 
testimony that 
Smith’s office 
had sought 
court approv-
al to compel 
Corcoran’s 
testimony, citing evidence that 
Trump intentionally mislead his 
attorneys about his retention of 
classified materials at his Mar-a-
Lago estate in Florida.

Evan Corcoran, 
an attorney for 
former President 
Donald Trump, 
arrives to testify 
before a federal 
grand jury inves-
tigating Trump’s 
handling of 
classified doc-
uments, at U.S. 
District Court in 
Washington, U.S., 
March 24, 2023. 
REUTERS/Jon-
athan ErnstRead 
less

Corcoran sought to block en-
forcement of a subpoena, citing 
attorney-client privilege, a legal 
doctrine under which confidential 
communications between lawyers 
and their clients are kept private.

ABC reported that Howell in a 
sealed ruling found that Smith’s 
team had made a sufficient 
showing that Trump may have 
deceived his attorneys in further-

ance of a crime, and determined 
that attorney-client privilege 
could not be used to shield 
Corcoran from complying with 
the grand jury subpoena. That 
order was upheld by a federal 

appeals court in Washington.

Corcoran and Christina Bobb, 
another attorney representing 
Trump, were both involved in 
talks with the Justice Department 
last year ahead of the FBI’s Aug. 
8 Mar-a-Lago search that turned 
up classified documents retained 
after he left the White House in 
January 2021.

In 

May 2022, Trump received a 
grand jury subpoena ordering 
him to turn over any records with 
classified markings, and officials 
from the Justice Department and 
FBI met with Trump’s attorneys 

in June to enforce the subpoena. 
At that June meeting, the lawyers 
handed over a single envelope 
containing 38 documents with 
classified markings.

In a certification drafted by 
Corcoran and signed by Bobb, 
they attested they had thoroughly 
searched the premises and found 
no other records bearing classifi-
cation markings. That claim later 
proved to be false, as the FBI 
discovered about 100 additional 
classified records among some 
13,000 government documents in 
its Aug. 8 search.

Corcoran is one of multiple 
Trump attorneys who have been 
summoned to appear before the 
grand jury. Tim Parlatore, anoth-
er attorney, voluntarily testified 
before the same grand jury in 
December to explain the steps 
Trump’s legal team took to com-
ply with the May 2022 subpoena
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LOCAL NEWS
Amazon, other retailers revamp ‘free’ ship-
ping as costs soar

OS ANGELES, March 24 (Reu-
ters) - There is no such thing as 
free shipping.

Even so, Amazon.com Inc 
(AMZN.O) and other online 
retailers who use so-called free 
delivery to cultivate customer 
loyalty are scrambling to keep 
it from draining profits as costs 
climb and e-commerce con-
tracts.

They are adding fees for faster 
service, raising minimum pur-
chase requirements and mak-
ing other changes that shift 
more costs to consumers who 
are struggling with financial 
issues of their own.
“The days of free delivery are 
numbered,” Ken Morris, man-
aging partner at Cambridge 
Retail Advisors, said of the 
fast-changing retail marketing 
tool.

Retailers are beginning to 
look more like some airlines, 
which charge for better seating, 
transporting luggage and also 
restrict use of frequent flyer 
points, Morris said.

It is an open secret that most 
retailers raise product prices 

to subsidize free shipping. Still, 
product inflation and soaring 
shipping costs are making the 
service unsustainable as the 
prospect of recession threat-
ens to wallop already-flagging 
online spending.
Amazon marketed free ship-
ping as a differentiator and 
used pricey Prime subscrip-
tions and fat profits from other 
businesses to underwrite its 
package delivery costs - forcing 
other retailers to follow, even 
if they lacked Amazon’s advan-
tages.

With retail margins shrinking 
and shipping rates for United 
Parcel Service Inc (UPS.N), 
FedEx Corp (FDX.N) and 
the U.S. Postal Service hitting 
record levels, the industry 
where nearly three-quarters of 
e-commerce companies offer 
some sort of free shipping is 
rethinking the financial cost 
of habituating shoppers to free 
shipping.
Retailers’ top priority is lower-
ing shipping costs, with speed 
a close second, said Lee Spratt, 
CEO of DHL eCommerce 
Solutions America, which pro-
vides logistics services.

Retailers from Amazon to dog 
treat seller Einstein Pets and 
ubiquitous apparel chains like 
Zara (ITX.MC), Abercrombie 
& Fitch (ANF.N) and Foot 
Locker (FL.N) are drawing 
the line at losing money on a 
service consumers have come 
to expect.
That is translating into ship-
ping cost reduction goals of up 
to 25%, said Mingshu Bates, 
chief analytics officer at consul-
tancy AFS Logistics.

After forcing both free and fast 
shipping on the e-commerce 

industry it dominates, Ama-
zon’s latest moves are instruc-
tive.
The online retailer, which re-
cently hiked the annual Prime 
subscription price by $20 to 
$139, is now offering “free” 
same-day shipping for Prime 
members in at least a dozen 
U.S. cities, including Los Ange-
les, Chicago and Philadelphia. 
There are strings attached, 
however, as the service is free 
only on orders of at least $25, 
and costs $2.99 when orders 
fall below that.

At the start of March, Ama-
zon also raised the minimum 
threshold for free Prime ship-
ping from its struggling online 
grocery business to $150 from 
$35 and added charges of $3.95 
to $9.95 for orders below the 
new limit.
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy in 
February said the company is 
streamlining costs across the 
business and that shipping 
speed would not be a casualty 
of its efficiency push. A spokes-
person on Thursday added 
that Prime delivery speeds got 
faster from 2021 to 2022 and 
are improving further this year.

Editor’s Choice

Medics from the First Volunteer Mobile Hospital unit treat sol-
diers transported from the frontlines, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine 
continues, in the Donbas region of the Ukraine. REUTERS/Shannon 
Stapleton

Police secures the area after 25 suspected members and supporters of a far-right group were 
detained during raids across Germany, in Berlin, Germany, December 7.   REUTERS/Christian 
Mang

A view of the Palace of Westminster seen from the London Eye, in London, Britain. REU-
TERS/Maja Smiejkowska

Trees are covered in snow in 
front of The Elizabeth Tower, 
more commonly known as Big 
Ben, as cold weather continues, 
in London. REUTERS/Toby 
Melville

Ukrainian service members 
are seen in Bakhmut, as 
Russia’s attack on Ukraine 
continues, in Donetsk re-
gion, Ukraine. REUTERS/
Yevhen Titov

A swimmer dips her feet in 
Serpentine lake, as cold weather 
continues, in London, Britain. 
REUTERS/Henry Nicholls
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A medical worker waits for antigen test results at the Erez Crossing on the 
Israel-Gaza border in December. (Photo/ Kobi Wolf/Bloomberg)

As a virus-weary world limps through 
the third year of the outbreak, experts 
are sending out a warning signal: Don’t 
expect omicron to be the last variant we 
have to contend with — and don’t let 
your guard down yet. 
In the midst of a vast wave of milder in-
fections, countries around the world are 
dialing back restrictions and softening 
their messaging. Many people are start-
ing to assume they’ve had their run-in 
with Covid-19 and that the pandemic is 
tailing off. 
But that’s not necessarily the case. 
The crisis isn’t over until it’s over ev-
erywhere. The effects will continue to 
reverberate through wealthier nations — 
disrupting supply chains, travel plans and 
health care — as the coronavirus largely 
hits under-vaccinated developing coun-
tries over the coming months.

Before any of that, the world has to get 
past the current wave. Omicron may 
appear to cause less severe disease than 

previous strains, but it is wildly infec-
tious, pushing new case counts to once 
unimaginable records. Meanwhile, evi-
dence is emerging that the variant may 
not be as innocuous as early data sug-
gest. 
There’s also no guarantee that the next 
mutation — and there will be more — 
won’t be an offshoot of a more dan-
gerous variant such as delta. And your 
risk of catching Covid more than once 
is real.
“The virus keeps raising that bar for us 
every few months,” said Akiko Iwasa-
ki, a professor of epidemiology at Yale 
School of Medicine. “When we were 
celebrating the amazing effectiveness 
of booster shots against the delta vari-
ant, the bar was already being raised by 
omicron.” 
“It seems like we are constantly trying 
to catch up with the virus,” she said.
It’s sobering for a world that’s been try-
ing to move on from the virus with a 
new intensity in recent months. But the 
outlook isn’t all gloom. Anti-viral med-
icines are hitting the market, vaccines 
are more readily available and tests that 
can be self-administered in minutes are 
now easy and cheap to obtain in many 
places.
Nevertheless, scientists agree it’s too 
soon to assume the situation is under 
control.  

In six months’ time, many richer coun-
tries will have made the transition from 
pandemic to endemic. But that doesn’t 
mean masks will be a thing of the past. 
We’ll need to grapple with our approach 
to booster shots, as well as the pan-
demic’s economic and political scars. 
There’s also the shadow of long Covid. 
Is Covid-19 Here to Stay?
“There is a lot of happy talk that goes 
along the lines that omicron is a mild 
virus and it’s effectively functioning as 
an attenuated live vaccine that’s going 
to create massive herd immunity across 
the globe,” said Peter Hotez, dean of the 
National School of Tropical Medicine at 
Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 
“That’s flawed for a number of reasons.”
Experts now believe that the virus will 
never go away entirely, and instead will 
continue to evolve to create new waves 
of infection. Mutations are possible 
every time the pathogen replicates, so 
surging caseloads put everyone in dan-
ger. 
The sheer size of the current outbreak 
means more hospitalizations, deaths 
and virus mutations are all but inevita-
ble. Many people who are infected ar-
en’t making it into the official statistics, 
either because a home test result isn’t 
formally recorded or because the infect-
ed person never gets tested at all.
Trevor Bedford, an epidemiologist at 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Cen-
ter in Seattle known for detecting early 
Covid cases and tracking the outbreak 
globally, estimates that only about 20% 
to 25% of omicron infections in the U.S. 
get reported. 
With daily cases peaking at an average 

of more than 800,000 in mid-January, 
the number of underlying infections 
may have exceeded 3 million a day — 
or nearly 1% of the U.S. population, 
Bedford estimates. Since it takes five 
to 10 days to recover, as much as 10% 
of people in the country may have been 
infected at any one time. 

Long lines Queues at a testing station 
in Seoul on Feb. 6. (Photo/SeongJoon 
Cho/Bloomberg)
He’s not alone in projecting astronom-
ical numbers. At the current infection 
rate, computer modelling indicates 
more than half of Europe will have con-
tracted omicron by mid-March, accord-
ing to Hans Kluge, a regional director 
for the World Health Organization.
Meanwhile, a sub-variant known as 
BA.2 is spreading rapidly in South Af-
rica. It appears to be even more trans-
missible than the original strain and 
may cause a second surge in the current 
wave, one of the country’s top scientists 
said.
And just because you’ve already had 
the virus doesn’t mean you won’t get 
re-infected since Covid doesn’t confer 
lasting immunity.
New evidence suggests that delta infec-
tions didn’t help avert omicron, even in 

vaccinated people. That would explain 
why places like the U.K. and South Af-
rica experienced such significant out-
breaks even after being decimated by 
delta. Reinfection is also substantially 
more common with omicron than pre-
vious variants.
“With omicron, because it has more of 
an upper respiratory component, it’s 
even less likely to result in durable im-
munity” than previous variants, Hotez 
said. “On that basis, it’s incorrect think-
ing to believe that this is somehow go-
ing to be the end of the pandemic.”
Preparing for New Variants
Preparing for the next Covid strains 
is critical.
“As long as there are areas of the world 
where the virus could be evolving, and 
new mutants arriving, we all will be 
susceptible to these new variants,” said 
Glenda Gray, chief executive officer of 
the South African Medical Research 
Council.  

A child receives a vaccine shot in San 
Francisco on Jan. 10. (Photo/ David 
Paul Morris/Bloomberg)
Lockdowns and travel curbs aren’t go-
ing away, even if they are becoming less 
restrictive on the whole. 
“The things that will matter there are 
whether we are able to respond when 
there is a local surge,” said Mark Mc-
Clellan, former director of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration and di-
rector of the Duke-Margolis Center for 
Health Policy. “Maybe going back to 
putting on more masks or being a little 
bit more cautious about distancing.”
Inoculation is still the world’s prima-
ry line of defense against Covid. More 
than 62% of people around the globe 
have gotten at least one dose, with over-
all rates in wealthy countries vastly 
higher than in developing ones. At the 
current pace, it will take another five 
months until 75% of the world’s popu-
lation has received their first shot.

(Article Continues Below)
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The ‘New World’ After The 
Pandemic – What’s In Store?

Covid-19 Testing Site On The Streets Of New York City, January 2022.
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Results of trials on a daily pill to treat COVID-19 could be available with-
in months.(Image/Unsplash/Halacious)

Uneven Access to Vaccines

But studies show one or two injections 
don’t ward off the pathogen. The best 
bet at this point is a booster shot, which 
triggers the production of neutralizing an-
tibodies and a deeper immune response. 
People inoculated with more traditional 
inactivated vaccines, such as the widely 
used shots from China’s Sinovac Bio-
tech Ltd., will need at least two boosters 
– preferably with different vaccines – to 
control the virus, Yale’s Iwasaki said.
In the next six months, more countries 
will contend with whether to roll out a 
fourth shot. Israel has started and the 
U.S. backs them for vulnerable people, 
but India is pushing back and refusing to 
“blindly follow” other countries. 

How We’ll Know When the Covid-19 
Crisis Is Over
While the virus won’t be overwhelming 
hospitals and triggering restrictions for-
ever, it’s still unclear when — or how 
— it will become safe to leave on the 
back burner.
Experts Bloomberg News spoke to agree 
that in developed countries including 
the U.S. and much of Europe, the vi-
rus could be well in hand by mid-2022. 
There will be better access to pills such 
as Pfizer Inc.’s Paxlovid, rapid antigen 
tests will be more readily available and 
people will have become accustomed to 
the idea that Covid is here to stay. 

Transmission electron micrograph of 
a green monkey kidney cells 24 hours 

after infection by the SARS-CoV-2 vi-
rus. (Source/The University of Hong 
Kong)
Robert Wachter, chair of medicine at the 
University of California, San Francisco, 
puts the odds at 10-to-one that by the 
end of February, most parts of the U.S. 
and the developed world will no longer 
be struggling with severe outbreaks.  
Vaccinations and new treatments, wide-
spread testing and immunity as a re-
sult of previous infections are helping. 
Countries like Denmark are getting rid 
of all pandemic restrictions despite on-
going outbreaks.
“That is a world that feels fundamental-
ly different from the world of the last 
two years,” he said. “We get to come 
back to something resembling normal.”
“I don’t think it’s irrational for poli-
ticians to embrace that, for policies to 
reflect that.”
When Will the Pandemic End? 
Elsewhere in the world, the pandemic 
will be far from over. 
The threat of new variants is highest 
in less wealthy countries, particular-
ly those where immune conditions are 
more common. The delta mutation was 
first identified in India while omicron 
emerged in southern Africa, apparently 
during a chronic Covid infection in an 
immunocompromised HIV patient. 
 “As long as we refuse to vaccinate 
the world, we will continue to see new 
waves,” Hotez said. “We are going to 
continue to have pretty dangerous vari-
ants coming out of low- and middle-in-
come countries. That’s where the battle-
ground is.”

A “door-to-door” vaccination team 
inoculates residents at a village in the 
Budgam district of Jammu and Kash-
mir, India, in August 2021. (Photo/Su-
mit Dayal/Bloomberg)
Amesh Adalja, senior scholar at the 
Johns Hopkins University Center for 
Health Security in Baltimore, sees the 
pandemic continuing into 2023 for parts 
of the developing world.  
“For me, the transition from pandemic 

to endemic is when you’re not worried 
about hospitals getting crushed,” he 
said. “That will happen in most Western 
countries in 2022, and it will take a little 
bit longer for the rest of the world.”
In parts of Asia, public health officials 
aren’t even willing to consider calling 
the end of the pandemic. 
While most of the world now seeks to 
live alongside Covid, China and Hong 
Kong are still trying to eliminate it. Af-
ter spending much of 2021 virtually vi-
rus-free, both places are currently deal-
ing with outbreaks.
“We do not possess the prerequisites 
for living with the virus because the 
vaccination rate is not good, especially 
amongst the elderly,” said Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam. “I could 
not stand seeing a lot of old people dy-
ing in my hospitals.”
Harsh virus restrictions including bor-
der closures and quarantines may well 
be in place until the end of 2022, though 
the higher contagiousness of the new 
variants is making that harder to main-
tain, as Hong Kong’s current challenges 
show. Walling out the virus completely, 
like a swathe of countries did early in 
the pandemic, may no longer be possi-
ble.
With so much of the world still mired in 
the pandemic, virus-related dislocations 
will continue everywhere. 

Covid-19 testing outside a building 
placed under lockdown at the City 
Garden housing estate in Hong Kong, 
in Jan. 2022.  (Photo/Louise Del-
motte/Bloomberg)
The immense strain on global supply 
chains is only worsened by workers 
sickened or forced to quarantine as a 
result of omicron. The problem is espe-
cially acute in Asia, where much of the 
world’s manufacturing takes place, and 
means global concerns about soaring 
consumer prices are unlikely to disap-
pear any time soon. China’s increasing-
ly vehement moves to keep quashing 
Covid are also becoming disruptive.
With many countries only partially open 
to visitors, international travel is still 
very far from what we considered nor-
mal in 2019. Hospitals and health care 

systems around the world face a long, 
slow recovery after two years of monu-
mental pressure. 
And for some individuals, the virus may 
be a life sentence. Long Covid suffer-
ers have now been experiencing severe 
fatigue, muscle aches and even brain, 
heart and organ damage for months.  
How long will we be dealing with the 
long-term ramifications of the virus? 
“That’s the million-dollar question,” 
South Africa’s Gray said. “Hopeful-
ly we can control this in the next two 
years, but the issues of long Covid will 
persist. We will see a huge burden of 
people suffering from it.” 

A temporary Covid treatment facility 
at the Commonwealth GamesVillage 
Sports Complex in New Delhi on Jan. 
5. (Photo/T. Narayan/Bloomberg)
Life After the Pandemic
Over the coming months, a sense of 
what living permanently with Covid re-
ally looks like should take shape. Some 
places may forget about the virus almost 
entirely, until a flareup means classes 
are cancelled for a day or companies 
struggle with workers calling in sick. 
Other countries may rely on masking 
up indoors each winter, and an annual 
Covid vaccine is likely to be offered in 
conjunction with the flu shot. 
To persist, the virus will need to evolve 
to evade the immunity that’s hitting 
high levels in many parts of the world. 
“There could be many scenarios,” 
Yale’s Iwasaki said. “One is that the 
next variant is going to be quite trans-
missible, but less virulent. It’s getting 
closer and closer to the common cold 
kind of virus.”
If that evolution takes a more toxic path, 
we will end up with a more severe dis-
ease.  
“I just hope we don’t have to keep mak-
ing new boosters every so often,” she 
added. “We can’t just vaccinate every-
one around the world four times a year.”
“It’s really hard to predict.” 
(Courtesy Bloomberg.com)
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